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PREFACE. 


The chief aim of the publisher in the present volume, was 

to iumish an improved reprint of the Standard Oxford ver 

sion, without depriving the original work of those features 

which have ensured its favourable reception in both Univer 
sities. 

To carry out this view, the editor has carefuly revised the 
translation throughout, adhering closely to the text of Dindorf 
which is now universally established, and is adopted by o m 
pubko examiners. In a few cases, the corrupt state of the 
ongrnal has rendered a different course necessaiy, but every 

^"“ iVed “« the 

The version has, where possible, been made more literal 
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INTRODUCTION 1 . 


of At™ B c’ 4°95° f H° P f r ™ b ° m * Col0nus ’ «<1®» 
t Attica, B. C. 49o. His father was of a good and wealthy 

mdy, and so careful of the education of his son, that at 

e age of sixteen he gamed prizes for music, his instructor 

f ? 6 J elebrated La:mprus. About the year B C 468 

Sc^t, o Athens, a&chyta and Sophocles compel” 
e iagic contests, which would seem to have been the 
to abearance of our poet in the character of a d amat^ 

r 1 prize ' - 4 •>«:" 

oi demeanour increased his ponul-mtv h * fe race ™Iness 

Z: 

j-r - ws 

colleagues ^ ^ appointment as one of the 

In old age Sophocles was considerably engio-d ; n M . 
duties, being priest to the hero Alon andlilJ?- PUb lC 

expedition. He subsent il termuia ^n of the Sicilian 
aristocratic views of Pisande/ C ° Uncctcd blmself with the 
the council of four hundred -A D , .' VaS concern ed in forming 

of Athens. This conduct h^ ^ 101 ^ tbe ° ld const itution 
the plea of expediency. ac oustomed to defend upon 

In consequence either of a feimlv ;..i 
sreat attention to dramatic JZVZ Z P ° f 400 

1 The materials of tv . ’ “ at len S th > at an 

epitomized in the “ Th t* m8moir are c idefly derived from Lessino-. a 

he Theatre of the Greeks." ch. y., p< 72 ^ 88 
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advanced age, charged with dotage and incapacity of con¬ 
ducting his family affairs, by his son Iophon. It is said that 
he gained the fa\ouiable suffrage of his judges by recitin 0 * the 
newly finished tragedy of the “CEdipus at Colonus,” but 
chronological difficulties render this story doubtful. His 
death took place at the beginning of the year 405 B.C. either 
from over exertion in reading, or from suffocation by a grape 
during the Anthestcrian festival. He was buried at Deeelea, 
the family’s burying-place, but not before the permission of 
Lysander was obtained, the place then being in possession of 

the Lacedemonians. The number of his genuine dramas 
probably amounted to 113. 

The truckling and inconsistent character of Sophocles was 
evinced even in the politics of his plays, whilst in private life 
he was rather the agieeable companion than the practical 
moralist. Still, a dignified gentleness, and a contented sim¬ 
plicity pre-eminently distinguished him, while his whole life, 
as his wntings, exhibited an unruffled composure, almost 
amounting to indifference. 

Only seven plays and some comparatively unimportant 
fragments of this author have survived the ravages of time 
but we have been fortunate in obtaining at least” four of the 
best among the few which have been preserved, viz. tlio 
“ Pliiloctotes,” “ Antigone,” and two “ (Kdipi 1 .” The con¬ 
nection between the last three plays, though remarkable, was 
not the result of previous design, as the “ (Edipus at Co¬ 
lonus” was exhibited four years after the death of the author, 
by the younger Sophocles, and the “ Antigone,” posterior to 
it in point of historical time and events, was produced 110 
B.C. as above mentioned. Still they should be read in the 
order which the natural sequence of circumstances demands. 


tb 


We cannot perhaps better employ the present opportunity, 
an by briefly sketching some of the chief characters of these 

1 But Scklegol, p. 100, enumerates tho " Aat.ij?ono,” '‘Electrn ** „ncl 
□ ** CEdipi 99 as thowo moat approved by tho undents. * 
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plays, in connection with such critical remarks as naturally 

The « (Edipus Rex" is the most complicated and artfullv 
sustained of extant Greek plays. From the first r'r * 

?- n— «w .. 

'° ,llC 1 “" t sllokl ’ "f fatal ... 

kept in alternate doubt fe-„ „ 7" ... 

denunciation of t)„ • IH ‘- At 0,10 the 

consistency of prcdest^^ ^ 

Wrv : xxtzz 

pus. thus when he imprecates curses upon hin^lf 

T ’ on myself, ,f conscious of tlic deed 
I grant the wretch asylum in my home ’ 

if! . , Same drcad curse - i" all its vengeance. Ml • ' > 

Tirestas afterwards charges him: 

' Adhere/ 1 !| b ? Nny ’ the,, • 1 UI1 thec > k '»S ! 

Adhere to thine own edict; from this hour 

*0 more hold converse or with these or , ne 

7%o«artthe sole polluter of our land.” 

.«« z«:id p So„ of „& .... ho 

Utrone. Jocasta ecclts to appease the m Illm f '° m (1, o 

death of Polybus .rives a ll 7 ^ °f tbo tn,th - The 

and GSdipus almost equals h ° n res P* tc f rom ««xiety, 
But here again the wild dcten^n^ 0 ofa f U ,m SC0, ' tidsin - 

^ doom* In a paroxysm of T QidlpU8 works u»t 

tidi ^knew too late ^ "W*- 

senger to, recount the whole JE i V* C ° mpels Uw “es- 

h : *■* -—- oft a rusrr 

^ ^ p * 
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pass. The vain attempt to escape from fate, and the thereby 
fal mg into the performance of what lie strove to avoid, reminds 
. us of the complete and beautiful story of prince \<db in 
the Arabian Nights'. Both tempted funjy, and became 
murderers; both sought for knowledge which they were 
warned was dangerous, and both suffer sadly for their curiosity. 

Among the subordinate characters of the piece, that of 
Jocasta is the most painfully drawn. Her arrogant levity and 
confidence almost breathe the ruin darkly hinted at by the 
chorus, and we feel that the curse of “ blindness of heart” is 
upon her. She is moreover selfish in her very affection foi 
Cbdipus. Ilis anxiety for the dying people she shares not 
Her religion is a blind belief of convenience, and she would 
even charge the mistakes of human seers to the blindness or 
inconsistency of the gods. Of her late husband she has so 
little thought, that the personal resemblance of CEdipus never 
occurs to her*. The questions concerning his death awaken 
no regrets, in short, she is as bad a widow as Steele could 
depict, even in the “ Funeral.” Iler death is fraught with 

" ‘ 1 1 tenderness for her infant children, but is the deed 

of a wild, unholy frenzy. CEdipus, on the contrary, toL out 
Ins term of woes, and meets death with manly composure. 

I hough stern in liis hatred towards his undutiful sons his 
daughters claim his tenderest regard. In liis wanderings 
amidst beggary and wretchedness, a byeword for the scoffeit a 
pio\eibinl vagabond, he is still “every inch a king.” Ilis 
philosophic moderation is shown at the beginning of the 

“ CEdipus Coloneus,” where lie tells us liow sufferings, and 

lapse of time, and nativo nobleness had taught him to deem 
the beggar’s pittance enough. 

In this play, it has been well remarked that the poet ap¬ 
pears as the panegyrist of Athens. And this is evident from 


1 Sec; fclio “Story of the third Royal Mendicant,” vol. I., p. 183 
Ijiuk^h translation* 

3 tSeo-Sclilcgel, n. 102. 
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the very commencement, where the description of the Furies’ 
grove, so praised by Humboldt 1 , and the subsequent character 
of Theseus, mark the power of the poet to blend local and 
picturesque with political interest. As the waters of the 
Ilissus were consecrated by the mystic love-lore of Socrates 
SO vas the riant Cephisus made solemn by the last sojourn 
(Ed,pus whilst living. To the Lacedemonians nature Was but 

saWWfrdlrWm ° f ‘“" d ™ <» ‘hem as a 

wh«°t- it ’ sweet with the remembrance of those 
taught peace and cherished the arts of life Ihit ^ +i 

Athenian’s mind art had made nature a sublet „f Conte 1 u 

r mtlTtW t d e“1 M ‘ Ure 

Bed each ^lage s“eam ‘T**’ a " d “«*- 

Colonus” could teach how i 11 CEdipus at 

a holy simplicity wTt < ' arlier a g es of Atliens retained 

though in an “ri or fori ” S ° f the ^PP 1 ^ « herald, 

ooaldshow reSis for r e 1 u “ 11 >’ ^spoeted: it 

the past could awaken the°UsU 0 eWsnWs of"/?™ Si °' y ° f 
In short, Theseus , eSS of futm ' e generations. 

in political theory’ between The^ .1, ^ connectin S link 

character possessed the glories oTthW” ai w ,he rea1 ' His 
probability of the other C b cuded Wltb the 

in'ht'-Kl - °P 

the tyrannical and arbitrary (Edl P u s, ripened into 

ligheVt pitch and subWauWt Whioh asc ™ d = to its 

ta all the three plavs fW * m the “ Antl g°ne.” Still, 

logement of other chkr^t^and ^t ^trumentai to_the_xle.ve- 

As in the first t - d the P rogress of the 

<Edi pus , and excises that 1 ^ ‘° U -! ^ petulant dis Position of 

■ cLi, ::t wr?:’ 50 in * he ^. 

• !• p. 3/7 of Bohn’s edition. 
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Col onus lie leads to the generous intervention of Theseus, 
and hastens to bring gradual ruin upon his own house and 
city. Furthermore, it was necessary that CEdipus should be 
tried to the fullest extent, in order that his gloomy fatalism 
might be thoroughly enhanced. Hence his paternal feelings 
are aroused to love, by the seizure and subsequent restoration 
of his daughters, and to hatred, by the intervention of the 
repentant but ill-fortuned Polynices. 

The same remark applies to the selfish and insipid Ismene, 
who is twice placed in contradistinction to the warm-hearted 
and principled Antigone. Her position in the present play is 
but preparatory to her ripened selfishness in the third of these 
continuous dramas. 

It has been objected that the self-justification of CEdipus in 
this play is inconsistent with his despair in the first. But 
time, long-suffering, and the consciousness that an end of 
troubles was at hand, might well nerve the hapless old 
king to a sense of his unmerited woes. Moreover, ’tis in 
human nature to retort upon an unworthy accuser, though the 
charge be true. If Creon was the champion of rapine and 
tyranny, the good king of old times could ill plead his own 
unworthiness to such an accuser^ 

We now come to the Antigone, a play almost as popular 
in modern times, as celebrated in antiquity. There can be 
little doubt that the character of Antigone is the gem of the 
Athenian stage; she is, as Bulwer observes, the ‘"Cordelia 
on whom CEdipus leans—a Cordelia he has never thrust from 
liim.” Her patient affection bears with the peevish com¬ 
plaints and desolate poverty of her father, and, at his death, 
her feelings of duty are transferred to the fulfilment of her 
brother's last entreaty. He had gone forth the predestined 
victim of the fight; his corse lay desecrated, and fear re¬ 
strained all from bestowing even a handful of dust upon tho 
unhallowed dead. True to her promise, and reckless of tho 
tyrant's mandate, Antigone dares to do the deed of piety, 
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and seeks not to deny or excuse it. She has determined 
to encounter death itself on behalf of the dead. Neither 
the dissuading words of her timid and selfish sister, nor 
the hope of a royal marriage with a loved object, can retard 
her resolution. She is the victim of a good principle, as 
Cieon is of a bad one. lth him selfish aggrandizement is 
the main spring of action—with Antigone, to have forgotten 
self, is to have gained all things. She mourns the sun-light 
which is to be closed from her for ever, but finds a gleam 
of hope even in the murky dens of Hades. She has no fears 
for the future, and her spirit rises above the petty affections 
that bid her cling to life. Her magnificent and daring de¬ 
nunciation of Croon's boasted laws, and her sublime descrip¬ 
tion of the eternal, unwritten code, sealed only in the tablets 
of time, is powerfully contrasted with her tender address to 

her dead relatives, and the swan-like dirges in which she 
bewails her untimely fate, 

I may heie take notice of the opinion relative to verse 572 
,vhich many commentators still assign to Ismene. Surely £ 
only upon p-ammaiical grounds, the reply of Creon is sufficient 
to .how that Antigone must have uttered the ejaculation: 


“ O dearest Hasmon, how thy father wrongs thee! 

sis W d< l? *l UT n ° f femi , Qine tendemess » ^ nowise incon- 
J * e f GreCmn i hcroine - If Ismene had uttered it, 

Zl tn - S0 ^ SS for 80 Sudden a warmth °n the 

insinid o ft ady ’ who 1S generally as passionless and 

p s e best genteel comedy heroine of modem times. 

delssohn’t “ C a ° ubted whether the frequent success of Men- 
St merrv ^ wWch Mr ' Donaldson is some- 

have proved n ^'7 . and amu8ul 8 preface, might not 

and audiet s ratnnl “ mod <™ 

* tem ^ band, it las little chance. Stfll, we e«n 
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wish that “Antigone” had been made a musical study foi 
Viardot and Marini. 

With some apology for this digression, we turn to the minoi 

characters of the piece. Of Creon we have already spoken 

but we may further observe the superstition to which, despite 

his boastful sternness, he is subject. Tiresias, who had in a 

manner befriended him when (Edipus was bring, can hardly 

command respect while present: but immediately he departs, 

t e ill-omened words of his prophecy weigh heavily on the 

mind of the king, and he timorously obeys the advice of Z 

chorus, and hearkens to those whom he had spurned with 
threats. 


The character of Haemon seems to have been framed to 
please the popular ear. Pie is a true Athenian pleader. 
Utility is Ins excuse for justice, justice the available conse- 

quence of utility. The voice of the people must be respected_ 

and this is the burthen of his speech. But although his argu¬ 
ments arc scarcely solid, yet they are suited to the hearer, and 
arc ikely to prevail, where religion and tenderness would have 
httle weight. Besides, there is much modesty and dutifulness 
in the first part of his address, and his devotion is fully shown 
in the catastrophe. Ilis turning upon his father, sivord in 
and, was a mistake of the poet. Attempted parricide, liow 
great soever the provocation, was an unnatural and revolting 
anticlimax to Ids previous behaviour. 


The “ Electra ” naturally follows the “Antigone” in a 
critical consideration of ethical developement. Both Electra 
and Antigone appear in behalf of the wronged dead but in 
Electra, love has been sharpened into keen hatred, tenderness 
to a deceased father has hardened into vindictive wrath against 
his murderers, and Electra is a virago almost bereft of female 
feelings. There is, however, a selfishness in her (SrfS 
istinguishes itself from the noble and disinterested darinn- of 
Antigone. Constantly mourning her own misfortunes, her 
gnef for her father is but for the sufferings liis death has brought 



INTRODUCTION, 


* * « 
xxn 


upon herself, her hopes of Orestes but the expectation of safety 
and comfort in lieu of desolation. The mind of Antigone 
glows with youthful impulse, chastened by matured principle, 
while Electra exhibits little else than the accumulated bitter¬ 
ness of continued years of misfortune. Even her mournings 
at the supposed death of Orestes teem with selfishness, while 
the consciousness that she is “unmarried, at her age,’’ is almost 
ludicrously dwelt upon at every opportunity! 

Bulwer has rightly observed that the interest excited by 
the splendid description of the chariot race and of the pretended 
death of Orestes, is lessened by the knowledge that it is a 

feigned story, and the appearance of Orestes excites little 
interest, because we are fully prepared for it. 

The catastrophe of the play, like that of the Choephorm of 
JEschylus, is bold and animated, hut the death of iEgisthus has 
too much of deliberation. Nevertheless the cool, deathly pur¬ 
pose of Orestes is replete with the retributive terrors of divine 
justice,, and the death of the murderer in the very place of his 
own crime was a necessary sacrifice to the notion of an aven¬ 
ging deity and mindful fury. Orestes is the very embody- 

ment of this principle, but his character is drawn with less 
strength, than in -ZEschylus. 

Clytemnestra is not the Clytemnestra of iEschylus, she lacks 
e tact and boldness of the heroine of the “Agamemnon ” 
bfie here appears rather as the sophistical sensualist, striving 
to supply the want of truth by violence, and yielding to super! 
sntion and impiety at the same moment. Nay, the Clytem 

a ,° f K SCh Z 1 ?! haS Certain qUalities almost commanding 
spect. Her bold energy and haughty indifference to conse- 

C 06 ! 6 ™ al the mad . devih y of Lad y Macbeth, but in 
DaLT 63 n° } ' t ! mneStra is scarcel 7 a tragic character. Her 
abu^U S ? ph u 1StlCal reason ing with Electra renders the 
Th « m Wblch lt 1S accompanied almost contemptible. 

the e^tt iS ’ dramaticaI1 y ^Peaking, the worst of 

the existing plays of Sophocles. Its beauties He in the feminine 
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gentleness of Deianira, and in occasional strokes of poetry in 
the choruses. The character of Hercules is light, vindictive 

and contemptible. cclve ’ 

We now arrive at two plays, the heroes of which have been 
repeatedly compared with one another, viz., the “Ajax ” and 

Aiav ’ ! A u d y f the catastro P he iu b °th is different. 

Ajax is led to death by despair resulting from disappointed 

ambition and revenge. It is not the frenzied despair of a 
ocasta but the deliberate despondency that a series of annoy¬ 
almost reason himself Into suicide, but. unlike him, he ht 
no sublime hopes of futurity to gladden the act. The tender 
and soothing character of Tecmessa fails to soften his stem 
determination, but the sight of his only son gives occasion to 
one of the noblest bursts of parental tenderness found in any 
dramatic work. Still there is a selfishness in the honourable 
c aracter of Ajax. He dares not, for his wife and child’s sake 
nduie the shame, and face the enemies, to which he was to’ 
leave them subject. Trifling as is the character of Teucer 
there is a warm and healthy generosity, and useful intrepidity’ 

that though less heroic, is more estimable than the feverish 
passion of Ajax. icvensn 

Of his concluding farewell Bulwer observes:—“ It is cha¬ 
racteristic of the Greek temperament that the personages of 
e ree poetry ever bid a last lingering and half-reluctant 
arewc 11 to the sun There is a magnificent fulness of life in 
those children of the beautiful Hellas ; the sun is to them as 

a familiar friend; the affliction or the terror of Hades S £ 

the thought that its fields are sunless. The orb whit h ani 

ma ed their temperate heaven, which ripened their iZo 

eaith, m which they saw the type of eternal youth, of sur 

passing beauty, of incarnate poetry,—human in its associa" 

tions and yet divine in its nature,—is equally beloved and 

equally to be mourned by the maiden tenderncs, of Autlne 
or the sullen majesty of Ajax.” u g° ne » 
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Philoctetes is the very contrary to Ajax, yet, to use the 
woids of Schlegel, “ if Ajax is honoured by liis despair, Philoe- 
tetes is equally ennobled by his constancy.” Without the 
comforts without the practical ingenuity of Defoe's hero, he 
is the classic Robinson Crusoe, and spends a long lapse of 
years amidst birds and beasts, whose only friendliness was in 
provi mg an with food. The tortures of disease, and the 
rankling remembrance of Grecian ingratitude cease not to 
harass him yet his mind rises superior; and, as Winkelmanu 
bsenes, Philoctetes, like Laoeoon, “suffers with the sup- 

Cto pnhd7 “ C 501,1 " CVtT I****** ovoreonl 
nlav £7 5in,I>licitj ; ond construction this 

£ 2““r" !0 °° of ,ho ^ 

p cct a unity of events, and so consistent a pnmpopcda 
asserted “T“ v ' r f 0 *" 1 h y incongruity. Well has Butwei 

hs natural generosity aad honour, he i, still casilv persuad^ 
bat when „nce aroused to shante. hi, better feelings remain 

rfftetlTd7 aWe ' ^ and'restoring 

*. „f r;;; tj ; • est of etorac,CT 

Sf ’i “ 1,10 “** *■» gel at the conclusion of Th” pief 

loctetes in his hatred of *f consistency of Phi- 

interests of the f 1 t Un "' ovth y Greeks, to aid the 

play. b US Neo P toI cmus, and—to finish the 

agai^Tthe'extrtrr 6 1Cm ? k to raake ’ and that is directed 

«VtaST ,‘h ? ° f WmMi<,r ' ***** 

Trachintsa, were ofte7,',u7 , ' T* 5 ' P artio ” 1 “' 1 y to toe 

fectly aware that Garrick John r* °i i >crfol “" s - 1 ™ per- 

amck, John Ivemble, and Macrcady have 

• S/'h 1 * A i. 


1 Schlegel, p. 109. 
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Mr. G. Burges, pref. to Philoctetes. 
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sueesaiTely appeared as the re-modellers of Shakespeare 
or Beaumont and Fletcher; but I believe their efforts were 
generally directed to popularizing the plays they altered. 
Now, if this end could be answered, by adding 
verses, I have nothing to say. If not, Wunder had better 
seek to amend or explain the many passages he cannot under*, 
stand, than adopt that easiest of all critioal' edge-tools, the 
pruning knife. Wunder is an able interpreter, an ingenious 
man, and a correct Grecian. But, for the histrio-critics of 
the Greek Drama—we have about as muoh belief in them, as 
in the comic powers lately attributed to the guard in the 

Antigone, after the joke had lain concealed for rather 
nuate than two thousand years 1 
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ARGUMENT OF THE CEDIPUS REX. 

CEdi im ,„ w |lp( , , t|| bcinf? HIIp|l0l , iti0ul| chHd of p . . 

. ic solved the riddle of the Sphinx, and ns n reward received dm 
k n K dom, and U.r hand of the queen Jocastn in marriage. A lone 
pln K ue ravaged 1l.ebes, mid, on Or,-on being sent to Delphi, tho mur* 
c erer of 1-nIus, the former king of Thebes, was denounced ns the cause 

statements t"" . ,mx,of y ♦'» discover tho innrdeier, and through tho 
statements of I iroias, corroborated by those of certain old servants 

(Edipiia made the tearful discovery, that he had been exposed in child' 

!'n7h " V l Crt rV n "r fU ! P ro i ,h *°y* whi, h ho had unwittingly fulfilled 
1" ;t •T ,r,l, T ,,r his father Lain* on his way from Corinth to Theirs 

S w , ii11 ,,is joc«h* 

aung ueiitlf, uml Uulipus in ricfljvnir tore out hi« eyes, 13. 


CEDIPUS TYKANNUS. 


DRAMATIS personae. 

CEdipus , 

Priest. 

Creon. 

C =r Aged Thebans. 


JOCASTA. 

Messenger. 

Servant of Laius 
Messenger extraordinary. 


1 

ohPwbT' 5 ’ c^dren, youthful generation of n 1 

old, what can be [the meant™ ofl +t - of Cadmus oi 

thronging 2 hither before fj XT sM,n S s J<> are 

branches? whilst the city i s a t thtX !- Wlth su Ppbant 

incense-offerings, and at the same T* m& with 

not to hear from ofhers, a ^d 1 thin kmg * m/duty 

a\e myself come hither; I CEdinus my c biWren, 

taous. But, 0 aged man sav sine X * by a114 the Wus- 

fcee to speak on behalf of these hf , ^ tura % becomes 
, , . ‘ nese > m what mood ve stand 

sonated h» Pohis 9 ^‘l 2 j‘ hints that both the (Edi • 

• P ; K * «». 

... The word “throneW » ^ _. °“' 


s W , m ^ elJlus ”“*» mention 

SSn teAit merelyto m2 USUaUy a PPbed tc 

» ,s probably akin to & ffssaw 

of arfw. r SRf^ .This corresponds^thTTT “ X W iKoiuv 

"tm B Cr PS is meW * 

®di 2V 4 ^ 0 Ta’~TS verse^rr^ ^^74o!° s£5j 

ri0Da - US B . 7 ^ ‘ Dnstrions %ht."^“ft is^ndeM^lywlSS' 


sp« 


£ 
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CEmPTTS THU^US. 
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affected- 'fearing, or earnestly seeking; since I would wil¬ 
lingly give you every succour; for I were unfeeling not to 

compassionate a meeting such as tins. , 

Pim'ST But O QEtlimis, thou wlio rulost ovei my countiy, 

us indeed thou bcholdcst, of what ages are we who sit as 
suppliants hefo’-o thine altars hero*; some of us not j et of 
strength to wing our flight afar; others priests weighed down 
with old no-c I nrvsclf the priest of Jupiter; and these othei 
chosen of"the youths: but the rest of the populace decked 
with branches, is seated in the market-places, and neai^ b 
the shrines of Pallas, and at Ismcnus ashes ot diMnation . 
For the city, as thou thyself behold, is now over-roughly 
tossin", and from the depths of the bloody surge can no 
longer lift her head; withering in the ripening husks of the 

^ Cious C e 

i I have preserved the participles, £ it°selms 

aW -drntthw a fh?avrt 0 e denotes the fear which led these suppliants, urip- 
evident thm ‘, S ‘?“ V distance As aripvuv is used to denote a passive 

V' V J <° „r itbfachon (see Blomf. on yEscIi. Prom, ii.), so it may pass 
con ten ^ •- . * • ; r u are said to sccA: those tilings which 

to another signification, y _ ■ ‘ we find crrfo£!or explained. 

we should !^^j®® tel y° f JiTowing, whicii is just the reverse’of the present 

rf*£2gsyas££& *.'&?&*> *nr 

§. 1, tv ()mnus JMU mav regard this as a frigid antithesis, 

bTOSdtVus, Kk^ Pair b hero in - The Critic,” does not ask for infor¬ 
mation for himself, but for the benefit of thc >' b individuals 

before their bouses, as patriotism ^ pnvate grat.tude m.fcl.t ihctate. 

thc , Thttae" 8 .’” Mtaerva had a temple at Thebes in virtue of 

he name Onc^, a^d another as ismenia, which hitter name Apollo also 
, ,. 0 nritl ^resided over an altar of burnt sacrifices. 

b i I hale hero followed Wumler. iyKdpwo.c must mean the corn just 

tive, ,f but “ unborn, owi ig , p also Seneca^ 

Wnnder oppositely compares Herodot v . 1M. Compa.e also » 

CEdip. Act 1. sc. 2, V. 33, nay, the whole description. U. 
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glows rich with wailings and groans. Now I and these 
youths here are seated petitioners by the house, deemim- thee 
not equal to the gods, but of men the first, whether for the 
casualties of life, or the interventions of the gods Vffo, 

an end to the tribute of the stern chauntress, which we wS 
furnishing: and this too neither knowing nor taught !, s 

art repaid and 7°" 

too O head of ffidipns, owned 

MtC ‘by 'Z S& *? V : '“''l’ l ' r 

id rSs? 

gamed our footing and afterward n , bavin " botli re- 
our city in safety For as with ¥- len; but raisc U P tliis 

render to us the former lucky P se?vice US s^^"Tl th ° U tbdst 

govern this our land as . SmCe . tf 1 . n sootl > tliou wilt 

to mle it with its men, than dSnte ^ For neftl? ‘7" *'" 08: 

ffin “jf *’ l f ., d / S,itute of m “ dweUing“heret “ 0r 

Mfc y tS^ e kno™ j “ tS d°n f t my , Pity ’ y ° u W 

-n I aware ^aUZkenMnTs' ? ” C; f ° r " M 

>-e be, there is not one of you who'sie'ken eqiS™ wHh°mt 

toe riddle propoRed^as'thc SelTtt,™‘hne’s '' *” bm f " ct of 

Nicolaus D.<e„ee'f t'f» f 0"«'t knowled^ s?ta 

And of Joseph’s skill in dreams *V‘ T,,v rt>r ’ ^ripow rt 

S’ SE roS "»‘' WWnrrTo 'dtoTo? 8 S ' r °"- V ' P «« 

2 “ Dis‘ V * ^ ' 7rX£tov rt vpoopwutvov K ara 

express the bodily^^disMse^nf l‘, tera1, but an equivocal term is reouired t 

.® d sn f “'“■*yr* 3 

•i'r ®* oSL l ss,T 7 , ~?irs£ 
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OEDIPUS TYRANKUS. 


65—89. 


For your affliction fulls on one alone, in liis own person and 
on none other; while my soul sighs at once both for the city 

7 ^ 1 » 

and for myself and for you. So that ye awake mo not indeed 

d," * * 

slumbering in repose, but know that I already have shed 

many tears, have traversed many paths in the wanderings of 

♦ * ■ _ 1 

thought: and that only mode of cure which I had discovered 
by careful scrutiny, that have I put in execution. For Croon, 
the son of Men crocus, my kinsman by marriage* I despatched 
to the Pythian shrine of Apollo, to enquire by what deed or 
word I might deliver this city. And the day being already 
commensurate with the time [for his return], pains me for 
his fate, since beyond reasonable expectation he is away a 
longer than the due period. But whenever lie shall have 
arrived, that instant I were a villain not to perform to the 
full all that the god may reveal. 

Pit. Nay, thou lmst both well said, and these too just now 
signify to me that Crecm is approaching. 

(Ki>. Hear, king Apollo* for O that lie may have come 
with some saviour fortune at least, even as he is sparkling 


of eye. 

Cr 

Pit, If one may guess, however, he is welcome; else would 
he not he coining hither, his head thus amply wreathed with 
all-fruitful laurel 1 * 

(Kl>. Quickly shall wc know, for he is within reach of 
hearing us. Prince, my relation, son of Meiueceus, what 
report from the god eomest thou bringing to us? 

('ukon. Good: for I assert tlmt even our grievances, should 
they chance to have their issues aright, might bo altogether 
fortunate 3 . 


(Jin. But of what purport is tho oracle 8 ? For I am neither 


1 The laurel crown, say the com meatatom, was tho privilege of those 
•* (ptihtiH he tie Horten obtigcrimt." Chrcmylus in the Plutua, however, 
will Imrclly allow tho ‘Mrotoj sortes " to be bis lot, though Ida slave wears 
tho chaplet* 

« A purposely dark answer, breathing the true Loxlmi spirit. 

" On. mttii' M 7roW roftvrofi Quid hoe sermonis cat? Br. "What 
menu thy words?" Dale. *1?rroc is emphatically an orach, and morevor 
the expression. rfi yt vvv XAyy would be a mere repetition, if Brunck'e 
translation were correct, In the same passage the opposition of Opncr^c 
to irnoflifffat; gives confirmation to the distinction made between Gpdtroc 
and 9(tp<raCt audacla nml fiduehu Tn.—1 prefer "emboldened" to 
44 rashly sanguine," 1). 
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emboldened, nor yet prematurely alarmed it 7 M , , , 

present speech. y mea > at least by thy 

H®- If thou cllOOSOSt to hcnr t.-hil.. ik 

,0 ? ce ;« e If to retire Within door ,” 0 ^ 1 *» 
my peophfin°e“for mYne SSab""" "**■* “ese 

phi 1 i m v :^The ,he ***■« 

tSAiKS*- bred “' 4 * ~ 

What “" d 0f Porehcation? What is the manner 

with dmb ' Sin “ the 
•W* of what manner of man docs he indicate this 
Cr. ^ g had once O kino t *■ 

(En^'f 0 " d S‘ r Wolatettfe state” ' Kmwi « n ° f 
^ W W h ' m by *“»• f »t I -over as yet saw him 

ApoUo now *■* * ivM 

fc.r ? ed U ,Usta°ci Tri*-’ Wore shall he 
jecture? n ancient crime, hard to con- 

He said, in this land T^if t, 
fc e got at, while that which is unread l Searched for > is to 

ankno^ whaTSpollution rrect ^ !' t&he Polluti™/^ 

w r o‘„ e ^ q ti y * 

2 rUT ulua Y f „°l“ T g . the calamity?-- ^ 7 ^ t0 mean > 

s ta€ -— 

bloodshed tronhlin a? ge construed thus- «rc- 'IH mi S ht not be 

thus: “ How I > fn ^ t y -” Th ® answer'of ffe? thiS “ a ca =c of 

natural that (Edin» ** ^ what n^nner of man Pf^^ 118 Wl11 then r «a 
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(EPIRUS TVEAKKUS. 


112 — 140 . 


03d. But is it in the house, or in the field, or in another 

land, that Laius encounters this bloody death? 

Cr. Quitting home, ns he told us, to consult the oracle, he 

never returned home, as he had departed, 

dJn. And was no messenger, nor partaker of his journey, 
a witness to this, from whom gaining intelligence one might 

have us<'d it? .... 

Cr. No; for they are dead, except, one individual, who 

having fled in terror, could tell for certain nothing lie SftW, 
but one fnet. 

(Kn. Of what nature that fact? for one thing might find 
means fo learn many, could we lay hold ot but a slender 

foundation of hope. 

Chi, He said that robbers, having encountered him. slow 
him, not by the valour of one arm, but with a number of 

hands. 

(Eo. IIow then would the bandit, lmd there been no tam¬ 
perings by bribes from hence, have reached such a pitch of 

audacity as this? 

Cxi. This was suspected; hut amid disasters there came 
forward no one ns the avenger of Linus now no more. 

(Kd, Hut what kind of distress interfering, when tho 
monarch 1 had thus fallen, checked you from sifting out this 
matter? 

(Jii. The Sphinx, mysterious songstress, compelled us to 
look to that which was before our feet, having abandoned 


wlmt was obscure. 

Gin. Uut from its first cause will I bring it to light again. 
For right worthily has FliccbuB, and worthily hast thou sot 
on foot this present examination in the cause of the deceased : 
so that, deservedly ye will sec mo also your abettor, avenging 
at once my land here, and the god. For in behalf, not of 
my more distant friends, but myself of myself, shall I dis- 

E orse this pollution. Since whoever it was that murdered 
iin, ho might perhaps wish to* take vengonuoo on mo too 


1 I prefer taking rvpawlSo c a« abstract for concrete, with tho old 

translation. 11. t 

■ This i« certainly tho usual sense of rif«i»pcTv» lint Wundcr thinks 
the sense of 94 slaying" or “killing” more suitable, ami thinks that in 
V. 105, Ttfuoprtv conveys tho Hite Idea. Chanting, ns I do, that 
tills sense is mure suitable (and 1 think defensible) in thn present passage# 



141 162. CEDIPUS TYHANNUS. tj 

tSc nd But I n-, S tl PP ?’ t | nS CaUSe ’ therefore > 1 advan- 

° y J- Jjut ruth what speed ye may, mv children do 

you on your part arise from off your seats 1 , takiim u„ these 
tauc es of supplication; but let some one else assemble lii 

fen Fo Pe ° Ple uf CatlmUS ’ Since 1 P™e to S ^ 
prosperous or undone. aul 

Chokus. 

OheiL° Delian XiTTl! 1 **’ 9 uiveri “g' 'nth dismay, 

what matter then’wTffiat'' £ ‘I y ; T'° W *«» theo - «» to 
hereafter in the revolvin^ QSS °l r Clt ^ er once, or 

*old m iope “mmo«al vfice TJs, ?•“ -T .f h °“ ° f 
** * ^ 

I am even more certain of v l,in 

nnupuv we have “ death for death’’’ iJlr’ r ° Uf a *™ivTaQ X upl 
Manner. So ^sch. Choeph 312 j P - ^ “ an aImost proverbial 

n^Vyvv nvirw. Spauavn 7ra0« t y To rvl-T* °l„ 7rX '^^ ^‘a? $oW«j/ 
264. B. ju>0oc race £>wm. Cf. Eum. 

whicWhey^Sordy *Wd oJ't£ e a S Pli T l* 001 UP the b ° U ? hs ’ 

der s 1st Excursus on v.3. B * an< ^ departed. See Wun- 

531 ‘ K ^“ r * 

Matter 4 >d^a is the'S ofthe'frad “h haS D ° tllin& to do the ' 
• l0n K^optvoQ soon after ({nr “woked. Tlie construc- 

defended by Wnnder. B. h the translator read tceuXopivy) 

as the Epic S accusat?vf'for^eS^ e , pithet £ ™ X ‘“’ "Inch, if considered 
epithet of Artemis, metre ‘ Respecting the 

see M under, and Pausama <5 i u ®runck and Elmsley read EujcAra’i 

“?,?“? t0 - ^ra ZV n ntr ‘t' ^ ° n the ™ny melius 

pillan s: tne seat encircled by the forum ”! 1 ” 81 £ IaUSlble seems to be Dr. 
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CEDIPUS TYRAXNUS, 


163 — 186 , 


f 

timely present to me, three several averters of destruction, if 
ever, in the case of a previous calamity also hovering over my 
country, ye thoroughly exterminated the flame of mischief, now 
too come; ye gods, for I suffer incalculable miseries; nay, my 
whole people to a man is sickening; nor is there amongst us 
a weapon of precaution, wherewith one shall defend himself; 
for neither do the productions of our celebrated 1 soil thrive, 
nor in childbed do our women recover from their poignant 
throes 2 ; but one upon another mightest thou see, even as a 
well-fledged bird, more fiercely than uncontrollable fire 3 , 
speeding towards the shore of the western god 4 . In the un¬ 
counted hosts of whom the city is perishing, and the deadly 6 
generations of men nnpitied are lying without a tear (to their 
memory) on the plain; while among them wives and grey¬ 
haired mothers withal, some from this, some from that 
quarter, along the rising altar-slope as suppliants, wail sadly 
because of their deplorable afflictions. And clear bursts forth 


1 Brunck says that one codex reads icXerd, but the plain of Boeotia is 
particularised by ancient writers, and, among others, by Thucydides in 
his preface, for its fertility. Tit.—I should prefer taking kXvtcic as an 
epithet of the earth simply. 13. 

2 ctvfx 0VfTt » “ bear Yip with.” All the commentators seem to coincide 
in accepting Hesychius's interpretation of iV/Yoc, as translated. 

3 In the Hecuba of Euripides, the anarchy of a slap's crew is termed, 
KptivfTwv 7 Tupoij, in a similar sense to that given in this translation; yet 
the second interpretation of the scholiast, “ too fast for the (funeral) fires 
though unquenched,” derives plausibility from Thucydides' account of 
uvatfTxwT(}i OifKcit t ii. 52. 

•i “Western god,” Neminem praiterea novi qui sic Plutonem vocave- 
rit, 7 Tirntv' 'A xfipovTtuj aterd 7 rap* ivfTKtov liabet Pindar us Fyth. ii. str. 2. 
Vidcet Antig. 806, 7.” M usgrave. In the peroration of Lysias' Oration 
against Andoeides in this passage, ** To expiate this pollution,” (the 
mutilation of the Ilermaj,) ,4 the priestesses and priests, turning toward 
the setting sun, the dwelling of ihe iifernal gods', devoted with curses 
the sacrilegious wretch, and shook their purple robes, in the manner pre¬ 
scribed by that law which has been transmitted from earliest times.” 
Mitford, J list* of Greece , e. xxiL sect. 2. 

r» The raiding Ocuntnjfiopip was adopted by all the translators, except 
a recent one, who renders Oavartityopa simply 11 dead.” I have ren¬ 
dered it by “ deadly,” for, as Wunder well remarks, contagion ren¬ 
dered them so, and prevented them meeting with the customary mourning 
and funeral rites. Cf. Seneca, (Edip. 62. u Quin luctu in ipso luetua 
exoritur novus, Suocque circa funus excquiie enduut, .... Deest terra 
tumulis, jam rogos silvoe negant.” 13. 
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the pman anthem, and a sorrow-breathing voice chimin* in 
^therefore, 0 golden daughter of Jove, send thine aid & fair 

withbSen'“J Tl * 1 ° raVCllin - Mars ’ "' ho unanned 
yu tli biazen shield rushing on with loud roars, scorches mo 

to turn his back m homeward hurrying flight an outlaw f,. ’ 

my country, cither to the vast grot' of Amnhitr^ to „ Tl 'l 

inhospitable harbourage the Thracian breakers • for in fi ! 

O thf, H 7 e ?P , a i rCd a relic > dft y assails it. Which WuvT 

jo™ t; %r$£3&$‘ P : IigM, w ° 

Of thy bo,vV„„n Idfct • ldc “ <«-. 

to our aid, and the fiery torches 'of h? V T S SCut , folth 

Seoul’s the Lyeian monnfn^ne. i' p P iann ’ therewith she 

caU surnamed of this our la.id'^l^f ]! 1 ; to °’ 1 

flaming with beamy pine-torch uni I i to ap i )roach ’ 
amongst gods 3 . 3 1 ’ Up0U t iC £ ocl mihonoured 

,?he« r P :St°Sc SL** ,h - V Pf iti0n - if I >0 

attention to the disease th M 01 ^ s ’ anc ^ to give thy 

alleviation of thy miseries. which^Ss °r ta j\ succo f ™d 

stranger to this tale before ns n h 1 f 11 s P cak as a 

fitted. For I by com- 

among our * ™ -oS 

^ans I make proclamation thus 3 : Whatsoever mLfofOmu' 

a u I have rendered (f p'rn^ ” n r i 

2 °r r > ;; bed >” or “ chamber/’ when apnlldTH "T P ° etical thaa 
The old word Xvxn or hed to Amplntrite. B. 

forms \vk6?„s and \vKaf3ci C . The^lattefu-f’ pr ° bab,y ’ tlie La fin lux,) 

i. 198 , first to H r d t ° m ] ninff ’ n Apollonius 

Wh f iS ha , PPy t0 find ^nctioned hv h °- r ° f ‘I" 3 1>Iay an 

Mtdler n lbst . ituCes > *>r the true or^of tr ° ne ’- ? m ° ng 

*l duller, Dor* ii.fi s q. u t t * 1 o 111 this einthet T™ i 

Cf 3 ^ S f h - Sfi pt. c. Th.’ 145 B 10Ul<1 P ‘ efer ' etainin ff “ Lycian' King*’ 
anoT ^> Pindar, P y th'. ii. 80 , 

Wvoj/ i-tp$Ui\ov, 

foya, teal povov, o vr l v Av- 

fl flrrnri „ . , ✓ 1 
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253 . 


chances to know of Laius son of Babelacus, by wbat man he 
fell him I command to make tall confession to me. And 
whether he fears, as having to divulge from concealment the 
impeachment himself against himself; let him, seem- lie shall 
Buffer nothing else unwelcome, hut shall quit the counti j mi- 
harmed* or Whether on the other hand, any one have known 
another* from another land as such, let him not be silent as to 
the assassin, for his reward I will pay, and gratitude shall 
accrue to him besides. But if, on the contrary, ye shall be dumb 
and any one apprehensive either on Ins friend s account, oi 
even on his own, shall reject my words, ye must nec‘ls lieai 
from me what I shall do hereafter. I prohibit any one of this 
land, of which 1 wield the powers and royalties, from either 
receivin'' or accosting, from making a communicant, uitli 
himself of either vows or sacrifices to the gods, and from 
apportioning the layers of holy water to tins man, wlioevei 
he is: but 3 I command that, all thrust bun from their 
as this man being the defilement upon us as the 1 ytlunn 
oracle of the divinity has just now revealed to mi . Such an 
ally then am I both to the deity and the mortal who is dead. 
But I imprecate- on the perpetrator, whether he have 

detection be-mg some single pc-rsem, or with men e, that, 

, i * i. r in i^vils drntr out. un unlinppY existence, 

door ns lie is, lie ni:i> c^ns um h ^ 1 .■ .* 

But should he be an inmate- in these- my balls with m> knoM- 
ledm I pray that I may suffer the ve-ry penalties wbu-h I 
haw- just now in veike-d on these. But on you l strict y impose 
the performance of all this, both on my own behalf, and e.f 

,, Herimiin • who CIUOtl'H the KU't'tfll, 1-t 11 , wUcTO tllO 

(litum yr'WnrriurtfvtuHi in vilnitH r than his own ; and Eunp. (| 29. 

tho uh Whirl! is most aptly rrmlorrd “ to rnnovo 

Xtfis for 1 > 7 T ' tllUH t choose hrtwrrn tho 110(0 mul tho 

out of (hr. wily. J ll »r,. Wumlri's tiitrriH-clation, derived 

text, whirh follow- ^ n ^t (sr i^vr'C irorro 

from Matthias ih hm (oil • . l . lMIW H it, Nunipint, »ivo Huhtrifugiut, 

iilit-nt’> '"dhnn e-ahn nlhe ^tU-tur in.aum.’' 

Klmshy’H virw nrrinH Hi»n|»lr»t. «.. p fnv v<),.i 4 ’. Bui 

> Wi 
Vftuvill 


111 trrrnm 

Si - 
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the god, and of this our land, thus without its fruits and 
without the gods brought to decay. For not even if the 
matter had not been taken up by the god, ought you in rea¬ 
son to leave it thus unatoned, when the best of men, and 

your monarch, had perished, but thoroughly to sift it: hut 

now, since it is I who possess the authority which he held 
before who possess too his bed, and the same wife to raise 
up seed; and since a common offspring to his in common 
Mould have been of her born, had not issue unhappily failed 

mS o " Cn “V! 

take tbo rlnn^ i • i 1C&0 , to Cleans in socking to 

Polydmm and of‘e T o \° th ° 8011 of Labda <^ and of 

S ::z «**<*<* e° ,n,„- 

LefUttSs^ their present doom, and by one yet more 
powJr‘ Justie /? 1 ! 118 !!! 0 accc P tabIc * may both the friendly 

power to disclose that slaver p A{ - tbe 8 a>er ’ n . or bave I 
the part of Phoebus who +i Ut tbls 8ame ( l ucstion it "'as 

that ,0 com I> d <S°* *° 

power. 7 aU UOt be P leased t0 d o, could no man have 

occuS to Z” 1<i flin “ Sg ' St 11,0 scc0nd S “P «ft« this wludt 
give it utterance 011 ^ 6 1,0 a dlll d ’ see 111011 °mit not to 

i,x o s a ;!C s i si f“ 

**•” s ° a u81 ' “ d CM, 

prophet, SrC,°u”L r 'frOT'," .“fe/'o”'”" °! k “t' P r "-'t, and 

-u, to *»».«, ,uu aeirti'i'Sx^Sdlr 1 
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quiring of these matters, O king, might derive the clearest 

knowledge of them. . r , 

diD- But not even this have I managed as a slothful work, 

for I have despatched, at Croon's word, two to fetch him; and 

lone since he moves my wonder by his non-attendance. 

Cir. Well, certainly the other stories arc absurd, and stale. 

CEi). To what purpose these same? for I scrutinize every 

rC ^ Jlc was said to have fallen by some wayfarers. 

QBd, I, too, have heard so; but the witness ot this no one 

(^r. But surely, if he possess one particle of fear,. at 
least he will not endure hearing such curses as these ol thine. 
CEn. Him who can have no horror of the deed, neither 

will a word overawe. „ 

Ch. Yet is there one who shall expose him, for those yon¬ 
der arc slow conducting hither the heavenly seer; in whom 

alone of men is the truth innate. 

CEn. Tiresias, thou who dost contemplate all things, both 

those which limy be taught, and those which are unspeakable, 
and those which arc of heaven, and those that tread our earth ; 
under what a disease our city labours, even though thou seest 
not thou must still be sensible: wherein we discover thee, O 
king, our only protector and deliverer. For lUuebus, should 
thou ho not informed of it by the messengers, lias sent uovd 
in return to us who sent to ask, that release from this oiu 
rircsent sickly state alone could come, if, having rig't'y rlls ‘ 
covcrcd, wo should put to death those who killed Lams, 
or send them into banishment from the land. Do tliou, 
therefore on thy part, grudging us neither response hmn 
Smry ><"• ^ &«>« of divination whatever 

mToom thyself and the state, redeem me redeem the whole 
pollution of tho dead*. For in thy hands we are; but for ft 
man to do benefit from such means as ho may have mid can 

iisp i« of lubourH tho mowt glorious. . . .. 

Tihfhiah. Woe, woo, how dreudfUl to bo wise, where it 

cannot pay it* profits to tho wise. Alas! for though I knew 
cannot p y 1 for|Eot it f oIho hud I not come hither. 

toiSS Uoi Jl.pirM «t U,ou U> 

ubI ... 

> Tliat ti, * 4 all that the death of LaVu^ lias polluted. 
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Tir. Dismiss me to my home, for most easily wilt thou 
endure thy doom ami I mine, if thou wilt be prevailed on by me 
CLn. Ihou hast said what is neither lawful nor friendly to 

di;.„fe° n t n,rj ' h m,rsod ,hce ’ “ d °p ri ™s of 'tiu S 

Tir Why, I observe that neither does thy speech proceed 

•from thee seasonably; I do it, therefore, that I may noY suffer 
the same evil on my part. 3 C1 

avSo rto^kl ‘i !e " amC “f l he 8° ds - if»»'» of this, bo 
kneel to thee herc ’ P ,ostrate “s suppliants, 

, i. IR , Ihesuse ye are all infatuated : but I- 1 no never ■ 

CBn vU T y n °. t ’ “'“S ”>• o»-n, unfold thy m£er£’ 

sSi4 

' £ -»- as 

entnge ** ^ 

nt nil 1 1 7 , , a stonc ; wilt thou never deel irn it 

" ith ^ou'nfer^^ 

edition. In his addenda, however^Efmsl ^ pun ?j uatlon of Hermann’s 
correctly interpreted the nassaj %, ey . con f lde rs Erfurdt to have 
order to be, iyj, M oi) S r e ^ n< l MV - t0 red , ound * a « d the 

«aim, io £ Slv zl nb) rd > d aavTtiuara d «N 0VV ? Tt ^avw) ra ou 

tT 8 n- H f ht thy m * sf °rtunes, in order that I mZZtl ™ 8 ° ^ 1 wiU 
Tr. Dmdorf’s text seems unintelligible B * my pro P hecies -” 

jarfs ™£foa“o < J^5', a , t ^d S? i 2 a !fa' s “ in "ttnhuting to these 

^ m r p-~u?seT„t for “- ti “ 

Mon ht%'^ l reh°.''“ b ° SO “' tW "« h “ “« 

See v. 414 , and cf. Nonnna -Tv Dale’s Trans, vol. i. 32 Tr 
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CEd I do; for who would not bo incensed at hearing such 
words ’ as those, in which thou now settest at nought this 

Why, they will come to pass, even though I suppress 

them in silence. r c 

CEn. Oughtest not thou, then, to inform me of at least 

that which will come to pass. ... 

Tin I can tell thee no farther; whereupon, if thou wilt, 

be exasperate with whatever rage is most ferocious. 

CEn. Av, on my soul, and I will at least pass over nothing, 
so enraged am I, of what I am apprised of. For, know, thou 
art suspected by me both to have helped engender the deed, 
and to have done it, in all but killing him with thine hands ; 
nay, hadst thou possessed sight, even tins deed its iciy self 

had I asserted to be thine alone. 

Tir. Is it even so?-1 charge thee to abide by the pio- 

damation, even that which thou hast proniulgcd and from 
this day forth to accost neither these present, 1101 mo , loi 
that thou art the unhallowed defiler of this hind. , 

(En. Hast thou thus shamelessly given vent to these w 01 (is 

of thine, and canst thou possibly expect that thou shalt acquit 

th Ti u. °I stand acquitted, for I cherish truth in its strength. 
<Ed. At whoso hand schooled? for surely not fiom thy 

^Tir. At thine ; for thou hast provoked me reluctant to 

8P (Ed. What manner of speech ? speak again, that I may tho 

rat, fiR ftI t?ndcrstood , Ht thou not before, or temptest thou my 

W °CEn! No, not at least to have termed it intclligiblo; but 

m 

■%« tt I say thou art the murderer of tho man, whoso mur- 

wire wit], impunity dmlt <h«u twice «t 

^Tliu'shoii'lt'ell tiirc, llicn, one other thing nluo, thnt thDU 

mayeSt bo ttio more angered ? , .. . . ,■* «.ill bo 

03d. As much m least as thou mehnest, Biuce it wiU o 

said in vain. 
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Tin I affirm thco to bp unconsciously holding the , no . 
shameful intercourse with thy dearest friends, and not t<, M ‘ 
m what state of evil thou art. 

QiD. And dost think thou slialt always say these tliin-- 
even exultmgly ? * • uun - 

jl\ R ' \ cs [ lf at lcast there be any might in truih. 

d. iSay, there is, save to thee; hut to thee there is no 

this, since thou art blind both in thine cars and thy mind 
thine eyes. • 1U aiu 

J I f 1 \ But 1 thou at an 7 rate art wretched in rcim. iehin-- m, 
with this, wherewith is there not on,- „r ,1 * Ul1 "- m< 

"ill llOt speedily ,cl, ii,t °" c 

^hou art fostered by iiudif ilnm* co ti« * +1 

3^ShtamScErf? r an> ' ^ ■» 'hn tlmloXon 

. X<0r ^ n °t fated thou should*# fbl] i , t i 

sr 1,0110 is •**•*'-• **« i. t ,1a , ; “Si 

®o. Are these the inventions of Croon, or thine own > 

(Ed Oweikf 011 ‘"I n ° l)iUK ‘ t0 tho<< ’ ,nit thyself to thyself 
this life of coniant d C S;if ,ty i ! ' ,ld KUr l«*ssii lf r : irt in 
stored up among- you! if at least for die suko • "* y 

not solicited, Croon^thc h,yd U> f ha,uls ’ a . hee gift and 
supplanting- me is longing to eiect^ VK ' n< b ^eorcAly 
suborned a sorcerer siioh"*t’ ti ' ' Ct mc ^ lom havino- 

mountebank, a wretch that hath ^ u wi, - v 

as to Ins art was horn blind l> or : t - ^ f U1 H: ' ^ aias ’ ' lut 
wherein thou art a true seer > IIow did-f rf’ C " I!R ' U ' 1 nit ’* 

monster of wild son-. 1 was'hevn V h ° U n<lt ' ' vh( ' n thc 

° Mas hcic ’ pronounce some spell of 

AttS'S '»* «- Sphinx\ras 

tCh," d h'np-e'yphics, partiful ; „ iv a, 1,““^,'," [ l? e ' l: ' ys ot E Syptian 

than her spoken, at least they nonnhLr.l o‘ a<h(1 charades were better 
of that ancient kind wliich „ i \ the pool Thebans more beinp- 

S -*Z2S* £3»»W. “ h.d n«..a f,oml3 

fin<l in the poei/of Christabebe eni £ matical bitch,” 

most enigmatical.” yv 2et J T. - .° f the samo breed, and 

3 289 e h 8 dr n by Euri P' Here. F. 1277 Tnd" 'toth 1 PI P u* • ° the S P hinx > 
13,289. SoBrunck. See also ^sch pVom^ m tTV*^ 0 " 0 "- 

• 0UJ - Soph. Electr. 1388. 
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deliverance to these our citizens? And yet her riddle at 
least was not for a chance-comer to expound, but required 
divination, which tliou plainly exposedst thyself as not pos¬ 
sessing either from birds or known from anyone of the gods; 
but I,'"when I was come, the nothing-knowing (Kdipus, put 
her down, having mastered it bv judgment, and not having 
learnt it from birds: I, whom' forsooth thou must try to 
depose, expecting that thou slialt stand next in place neai the 
C re on to an throne 1 . To tliy cost me thinks both thou and he 
that contrived all this will go exorcising pollutions: nay, but 
that thou sccmcst an old man, to thy cost liudst thou known 
what manner of things they be thou purposest. 

Oir. As wo conjecture, both this man s words and thine, 
O (Kdipus, appear to have been uttered in passion. Hut 
there is want not of such words as these, but to consider, but 
wc shall best expedite the oracles of the god. 

'fin, Kvcn though thou art a king, the right of an equal 
reply at any rate must be equally granted to both, for of this 
1 too am master. For in no wise do 1 hold life as servant to 
thee, but to Toxins, so that I shall not by and by be entered 
under Croon us patron. Hut I tell thee, inasmuch as thou 
has taunted me with being blind also: thou actually hast thy 
sight, and scest not in what evil thou art, nor where thou art 
dwelling, nor with whom thou art consorting. Ivnowest thou 
now from whom thou art? Thou art even unaware that thou 
art the enemy of thine own buried kindred, and ot those on 

It was probably applied to the Sphinx from her rapacity and robberies. 
Sec I J uu*nn. ix. 2G. llygiii. Fab. Ixvii, or from her participating in tlic 
form of a dog. Pnhcphat* do incred. histt. §. 7. li. 


On the expression rw TTfiiri (v. UG/ *) Urunck lias a 

from Kustathius, producing two e: 


of 


long note from Jliustaimus, producing examples from llomer 

these adjective in «u>c> in both of which there, seem a certain solemnity 
d stale intended to be expressed, which indeed me more palpable in 
l-so tnstances from Sophocles t rw An/lWrou r* iratH would not have 


on 
the 

the same force. 



known as Urn sufferer just what thou lcnewest as the designer,” ami 
consider it n threat nf banishment ; or does olo tt l f > mean ipiuliu cunquo ? 
lEltnslcy prints thom together, olttirtf>\ Ilcrnmnn, separately. 
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earth above. And thee with fearful steps shall a 1 curse both 

from thy mother and thy father, one day, with double stroke 

chase from this land, thee seeing now indeed rightly, but 

then darkness. But with thine outcry what manner of 

haven, what Cithaeron, shall not speedily be in unison, when 

thou shalt have become sensible of the marriage into which, 

though void of harbourage, thou hast in thine halls steered 

thy course, happening on a fair voyage-time ? But thou dost 

not feel conscious of a multitude of other evils, which 2 shall 

level thee with thy real self and with thy children. Now 

then revile both Creon and my words, for there lives not the 

mortal who shall ever wear himself away more direfully than 
thou. J 


(Ed. And is all this then bearable to hear from this thin"-? 

Wilt not away to thy death? Wilt not instantly? Wilt thou 

not turn thy back upon these halls, and get thee away a "ain 
in haste ? ° 

Tib. Nay, I for my part had not come, hadst thou not 
bidden me hither. 

GEd. X did, because I was by no means aware that thou. 

wouldst utter folly, else had I taken my time at least in fetch- 
mg thee to my dwelling. 

Tin. Such as we are, we are, to thy thinking, fools; but to 
the parents who begat thee, wise. ? 

(Ed What parents ? tarry: nay, who of mankind is mv 
parent?* J 

tion IR ’ This day sha11 give tIiee thy birth and thy dcstruc- 

(Ed. How over-mysterious and obscure dost thou speak 
everything! 1 

fh^e ? Art n0t th ° U tten by nature tbe aptest at discovering 

WeW ’ “ 4 °" ““S 8 “ wMch 



And long upon my troubled ear 
2 There dark , courser ’s hoofs of fear.— Giaour. 

discovering 1 *both^what UZff r \ ferrin ? *<> ®«lipus 

his children. See W^£r B ' “ d 8180 how he stood to 


o 



18 


CEDIPTJS TYRA/NNTTS. 


442—478, 


Tir. Yet is it nevertheless this very success which has 

been thy ruin 1 . . 

CEd. Nay, but if I have rescued this our city, I care not. 

Tir. Now then will I depart, and do thou, boy, conduct 
me. 

(Ed. Well, let him conduct thee, since while here thou 
trouble st and hinderest us, and, wert thou gone, thou couldst 
not annoy us more. 

Tm. I will be gone when I have spoken that for which 1 
came, not from awe of thy presence 2 . For there is no mean 
whereby thou shalt destroy me. But I tell thee: this very 
man, whom all this while thou art searching out with menaces 
proclamations touching Laius muidei. this man is lioi e, 
a foreign settler here by report, buc by and by shall he be 
manifested a Theban born, nor will he be pleased with his 
fortune. For blind instead of seeing, and a beggar instead of 
rich, over a strange land shall he be a wayfarer, assaying his 
way’with a staff; but with his own children shall he be de¬ 
tected abiding, at once their brother and their sire, and of 
tlic woman of whom he was born botli son and husband, and 
of his father both co-rival and assassin. And these things, 
goin^ in-doors, reason over with thyself; and if thou detect 
me to have falsified, say then that I have no skill in divina- 

Chords. Who is he whom the prophetic Delphic rock 
denounced as having wrought with murderous hands the most 
nefarious of nefarious deeds? Time were it for him to em¬ 
ploy in flight a foot more vigorous than coursers swift as the 
storm; for the offspring of Jove all armed with fire and 
lightnings is springing upon him, and together arc following 
the dread inevitable fates. For a voice hath glanced foith, 
but now appearing from tlic snowy Parnassus, that every one 
must track the undiscovered criminal. For under some wild 
wood is he straying, among caverns and crags, like a bull, 

1 Compare “Fatal Marriage/' Act v. sc. 4— 

“ Why, tlmt which damns most men has ruined me; 

The making of my fortune." B. . ... 

2 Hermann understands by irp/xjuiwov audacity} but as it is used wi 

t<$\mwc in a subsequent passage, the translator has followed Bruuck. 

» “ Like a bull." See Virgil's Georgia, iii. 219—230. The expres¬ 
sions airovo<Tfl>l%<ov f TreptTroTdrao etc. seem allusions to the oestrum. 
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-L U 

With miserable foot a miserable mVlnw^r ■ <-.] 

phecics sprung from earth's middle * but thev flif 1115 th f i P - r °“ 

ever living. Fearfully, however fearfullv rln* Ti OUnd luin ’ 

trouble me, neither assenting- nor denying ] my 

loss what to sav. But T „,■'»» lia J> 1 a m at a 

prospect nor in" retrospect • for w-bnt sce . in S’ neither in 

the Labdacidm or the son of Polybus “ I IT either 

from any one* with So^e test T n Pre8Cnt CaSe W 1 
cidae in respect to that in veto -• ’ 1 s an avenger of the Labda- 

the popular fame of CEdipus 110 y S muu .^ r > should go against 

ever are wise, and ken thebffairsVmoiTik • W Al>aUo L ° W ' 
that a soothsayer is of more account thn ’ t * amon g men, 
conclusion; yet a man might surnass «•; a T> 110 . certaui 
but never would I for my nm-t mull t f” 11 b . v wisdom 3 : 

prove true, agree with those who co, demT/bbT ° rd ? 

maid came once publicly, and he was thin Ib< ; MU, S cd 

he sage, and the city’s friend* vrWfAN * lipon triaI sccn to 
never be cast as gu^t^ofa crime ” “ mind he shaU 

kin?a?cu S e S IC mc b IrievTusImm IC j 1 " nod ^ (Edipus the 
brooking it. For if m these thTlul C ° me before J' ou iU 
time he considers himself to have snflb • \ osses of tbe present 

report. For the penalty of thb^S, ^ " lule 1 bear this 

no simple evil, bit to one of the w 7 Up °• me tends to 

\ ' ^uve, ey. ovreyao Bnnm\n > -r ^ iuc(cr s actual condition. 

7V- But ours ooKovvr’ ovr’ ri-rn*. °'iv 7r P°^ iL(!a Q £i/fi t<£ ye V V}/ 
i Hva l «f nominatives plural nTJT° V ? are generally taken witi 

Sierra ovrt a.7rurra V^f bt nC * ex P^ aine d, as by the Schnliic#- 

murderer, the Cho'rus couW ^ he P ro P he t had affirmed (EdipuJ to be°the 

nor denied and I therefore thffik thr ay ^ Ws TVOrds either asserted 


ri X vn riyyZlC?^ PPUGS & 
a i T*XV71S I irep<psp OV< ret. B. 


c 2 
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525—557* 


Cr* But by wliat did it <ippear that, peisuadcd by my 

counsels, the prophet speaks his words falsely? 

Ch. This was indeed averred, but I know not with what 


meaning. 


Cr. But was this same accusation alleged against me with 
eves and mind set aright r 

Ch. I know not, for I have no eyes for what my masters 
do. But the man himself is now sallying foith fiom the 

CEdipus. Ho, fellow! how earnest thou hither? hast thou 
such a front of impudence that thou art come to my very roof, 
being: palpably the assassin of this man, and the confessed 
robber of my royalty? Pray tell me in heaven’s name what 
cowardice or idiocy having remarked m me hast thou plotted 
to do this? Was it that I should not detect this work oi 
thine, creeping on me by stealth and when I had learnt 
should not protect myself against it? Why, is not this thine 
enterprise a silly one, without a multitude of friends to be 
hunting after empire, which by numbers and by wealth is to 

be achieved? _ _ _ . 

Cr 1 . Knowcst thou what to do? In answer to what has 

been said, listen to an equal statement, and then be thyself 

the arbiter when informed. , , 

(yr n Thou art shrewd at speaking, but I am dull at learn¬ 
ing of thee ; for I have found thee ill-disposed and irksome 

& 7 

Cr. This very point now first hear from me as I shall 
t t * t 

CEd. This very point now see thou tell me not, how thou 

art not a villain. , . , 

Cr. Truly, if thou thinkest wilfulness to be any gam when 

separate from understanding, thou thinkest not wisely. ^ 

Gin. Truly, if thou thinkest that ill-treating a kinsman 

thou shalt not undergo the penalty, tliou thinkest not wise y. 

Cm I am’ce with tlice, that this is spoken with justice; 

but inforin mo of the grievance, what it may be that thou 

professest to have suffered. 

Gin Didst thou persuade or not persuade me, that it be 
hoved mo to send some one for the holy man of prophecy. 

Cr. Ay, and am even yet constant to my counsel. 

i Rpe Koen on Gregorius de Dial. Attic. §. 2. B. 
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LalS—^ CU ’ h °"' '° 1,S ‘ im ° ma y U b0 now, then, since 

Cu. Did what manner of deed? for I comprehend not 
- d. Mysteriously disappeared by a fatal assault 

(lifet aU T P eriods m \S ht be reckoned up. 

practice of his calling. taat tmiG m the 

n?n A wn St he , V s as sa S e and as much respected 
Cm Certainly not, neve? TueaT ° h me J hen at that time? 

Li . H e commissioned one • nav } lr ,™- d, , i Q * 
heard nothing. ’ ’ llQ " should we not r and 

Jtd'Zg? U ’ theU ’ tbM “ th “‘ time this sage revealed 

standing " ^ I have no nnder- 

^1^“ l0aS * t,lou fa>owe«, and would state 

nofdcny k”' lat S ° rt “ ‘ Ms thin S ? for if I do know it, I will 

thee', he never 

the right of ascertainmo- ^ Hhen^f ^f knowest^; but I claim 
thou hast now from me°also ^ J t the Same tllin S s which 

a murderer !^ 1 tam tllCni ’ f ° r CertamI y I shall not be detected 
sister ? Wia ‘ SQyeSt thou - ‘hon ? art thou married to my own 

S” LdiVsi Zua^L? s l tho v questio ” est - 

°h equal share of territory ? C1 ei ° nt y Ay ith her, swaying 

1 "Qfl* n e 

s s d ° f u,e 

- Doederlin remarks Sh SiSter ’ S house -” 

PX f ‘C than upon l<rov and iip n r f r pther to be made to depend unon 
dignitatem tribuens L;i t“ P fers ’ntd-pretins- i<rov vhu.J P 

m £?.$& 1M. P 102oVST«- 'IT? 

cenntur.” B. da P»tenti, ejasdem, q us obtiSo 
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580—GIG. 


CEd. "Whatever be her pleasure, she obtains everything 

Or. Am not I then the thinl on a par with you too • 

CKn. "Why 'tis even in this ni fact thou sliowest thee . 

false hiciuT. ^ , f nt lcast thou wouldst reason with thyself 
os I do But reflect on this first, if thou think that any 

would choose for himself, to ride in a statc . °^. 

rather than to sleep fearless, if at least he shall Jt ill taivB tl™ 

same powers. Neither, then, am I myself of a natuic to 

covet the being a monarch rather than the acting as a monarch 

nor apy other "who has a sense of prudence ; for now indeed 

Tree,dh everything from thee, without fear, but 

myself, I should do many things even against. m > "^hcs. 

How then is monarchy naturally more pleasing to me to 

possess, than rule and puissance without pam 
h a mien to he so much deceived, as to wish fox aught ctso 

SSTiJl. i- ~i«l. p.olU honourable. K« 

t Immm me out; for their success is centred a togedier 
h, me How then should I, having abandoned this P^ce, 
i «i..,+ r,tlier"* A well-intentioned spirit could not 

WoVne wic ked. Hut I am neither by nature a warm ^nurcr 

s --jgtr » f sys 

<-» “'>r »u3 o.!-i 

without a hearing, on an uncertain ^ lC VickecL 

pint lightly to deem Uic wlCK ^ 1 ^ x n b ^ wl ns t o east; 
For to east away a virtuous fi lend. L c.m as ™ 

• i;p« which one loves best. J>ut m auiu 

^Cn 1 " <“'^Sl»Uy !.»«, 1.C .pukon to uuo «1» » »”««” 

1 Wunder «*»<!« “ ’XtVmlcirby^rroch! 1206, oU P 

Pm'lmp* tin* common reading muy bo iiumuta y 

iicicrtXfh iraff()« 
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o£ falling, O prince; for they who arc hasty to judge are 
insecure. 

CEd. When any one takes quick steps in covert plots, it 
needs me counteract him in counsel quickly; but if keeping 

quiet, I wait for him, his plans will be accomplished, but 
mind marred. 

Cr. Well then, what is thine aim ? To eject me from the 
land ? 

(Ed. By no means : I wish thee to die, not to be exiled. 

Cr. When thou shalt first have shown the nature of thy 
grudge to me. ** 

(Ed, 1 Speakcst thou as one who will obey neither command 
nor agreement ? 

Cr. Yes; for I see thou art not in thy right mind. 

(Ed. For my own interest at least. 

Cr. But thou oughtest as much for mine too. 

(Ed. But thou art a born traitor. 

Cr. But what an thou understandest nothin 0 *? 

(Ed. Yet still one must be ruled. ° 

Cr. Surely not by a bad ruler at least. 

QEd. O city, city! 

C*. I too have a part in the city, and not thou only. 

-r Ch ; , nces >. des i st ; but opportunely for you both, I see 
Jocasta advancing from the palace, in concert with whom 

y u aie bound mmcably to settle your quarrel now pending. 

strife of S tnt'c, Why V! nf ? tUated ,’ have y e ra iscd this unadvised 
strife of tongue, nor blush ye, when our land is thus diseased at 

stirring up private mischiefs ? Wilt not both thou wttheo 

home, and thou, Creon, to thy dwelling, and not nilse a 
nothing of an offence to magnitude ? 

Cn. Sister CEdipus, thy husband, thinks proper to do mo 
foul wrong having limited choice to two evils either “S 
banish me from my father’s land, or to take and slay me 

T^Ca’^bddte 11 ^ y °V hat 7°" not yield and sub¬ 

obey me?” The old oifnrf Jo" Sp6 ^ “ S ? 0t about to depart nor to 

nor obey?” None of these lr,ter Say t S f- tb ° U that tbou wilt neither yield, 
there is some error in retations appear satisfactory. I think 

One would almost exnTct P ™ interro ^\on is needed, 

can neither yield norTnvinee ” r™- ,“ You « one that 

YA 6 Anv pr - eSen . t one » Trach. 1232, l^lpyaldul oTsV\l ^ Sag ® ve J^ 
YAAOS. Tig yap wo0\ B, ‘pyacretwi/ ovetv <ov Aeyai 0poc7ff. 
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642—678. 


OEd. I confess It; for I have detected him, lady, in mal¬ 
practices against my person with wicked craft. 

Cit. Now may I never prosper, but perish accursed, if I 
have done aught to thee of what thou accusest me of doinsr. 

Jo. Oh ! in the gods’ name, CEdipus, be persuaded to tliis: 
most especially, indeed, in respect to this adjuration of the 
gods ; secondly, to both me and these who are here present. 

Cn. l$e prevailed on, willingly and sensibly, O king, I 
implore thee. 

(En. \V 1 uit wilt thou, then, I shall concede to thee? 

Cir. T o respect him who neither ere now was imprudent, 
and now is mighty in virtue of his oath. 

(ISn. Dost know then what thou wisliest ? 

Cu. I do know. 


(Ed. Explain, then, what tliou hast to say. 

Cir. That thou bring not into impeachment and disgrace 
thy friend, Svho has thus made oath, at least upon an un¬ 
certain charge. 

<E i>. Know now full well, that when thou seckcst this, 


thou art seeking death or banishment from this land for me. 

Cu. No, by the god, chieftain of all the gods, the sun, 
since I wish I may die godless, friendless, the direst of 
all deaths, whatever it be, if I have this design ; but the 
withering land wears out the spirit of hapless me, especially 
if these troubles, I mean those which arise from you two, 
shall attach to the previous afflictions. 


(Et>. Then let him be gone; ay, if it he my destiny utterly 
to fall a victim, or be thrust out by violence, dishonoured 
from this country; for ’tis thy piteous appeal, not his, that I 
compassionate : but he, wherever ho shall be, shall be loathed. 


Cu. Full of loathing, indeed, thou plainly showost thyself 
in yielding; hut, sad [wilt tliou be,] when thou slmlt have 
exceeded in thy passion. Such tempers, however, arc justly 
the most painful to themselves to bear with. 

(En. Wilt thou not leave me alone, and get thee forth ? 

Cn. I will be gone, having met with you indeed who know 
me not; but in the eyes of these men just. 

Cit, Lady, why delay est thou to convey this man within 
the house? 


1 This If Erfurdt's interpretation of fomyfi* Liddell well venders St* 
** who has pledged himself under a curse. 11 See Lexicon, sub v. B« 
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happened” ^ 1 *“"* leamt at Ieast may have 

the unjust taunt is cutt£ng! C1 ° U ° f Certam words ; even 

Jo. From both of them ? 

Oir. E\ en so. 

Jo. And what was the saying ? 

land is pi-evious^distressed ^hatV^^ *1 seems ’ v-hen the 

off. l sij a, stl cased, that it rest there where it left 

art come ,* 0 * 1 "my a m , ai ? of upright intention, 

against me? ° 1 7 Slde ’ aud hardening your heart 

I should show myself' beside mv °” Ce aIo . ne ’ but . know that 

regaining those senses were I tr> nses, incapacitated from 
piloted right steadily do\^ the sc G f, '.° ra thee ’ " ho hast 

"hen rocking about in troubles 1 eam mine own dear land, 
voy to it, if thou mayesJ 5 and U °' v too > b ^ safe con-! 

eirei^i'r .^ 1 t ^ 1G ^° ds name inform me also O kino- t , 

circumstances on earth thou w* . J , S’ from what 
fts this. conceived so great wrath 

j ^*21 ^J 2 t i ■» j it. 

pect than these : it i s from Creon * ^ more res - 

devices against me. C n » that he has plotted such 

charging*it on him.° U ' Vllt plaud > T sta te the cause of quarrel, 

^ofhisTum priri ^ 1 th t murd «er of Laius. 

(Ed. Why, by^avS; sen? V mf it . from oth er? 

entirely 3 . mSeU ’ at le ast, he exculpates his speech 

So P, Jacobs * * * 


- Cf. V. 52 so H “cauening my spirit.” B. -- nation 

3 <?. from having 13 ^condemned by Hermann as spurious 

mentators should have mlm a *li ^ a ppears strange that so imn," 
marked by the parhS “ SSC , d the true sense of a nassL, “ 7 C °“' 
« positive (oiv) a “d the yi i n the nelt clause 

‘■ d «*««™ ii e .4° sr§ss»“»2i 
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707—739. 


Jo. Do thou now, leaving thine own matter alone, as 
touching the things thou speakest of, give car to me, and 
learn for thy comfort, that there is no mortal thing possessed 
of the prophetic art. But I will dcvelopc to thee concise 
evidence of this. For long ago came an oracle to Laius, I will 
not assert from Phoebus himself, however, but from his min¬ 


isters, that his (loom should come for him to foil by a son who 
should be begotten of me and him. And him, indeed, at 
least as the story goes, do foreign robbers murder on a time, 
at the junction of three carriage-ways. But from the birth 
of the child there intervened not three days before he, having 
tied the joints of its feet together, cast it away by others’ 
hands, upon an untrodden mountain. And therein Apollo 
brought to pass neither that it should be the slayer of its 
father, nor that Laius, the disaster which lie then dreaded, 
should die by his son's hand. Such fates did the prophetic 
declarations predetermine, of which take thou no heed, For 
whatever the god investigates as necessary, will he in person 
easily make appear. 

Gin, What distraction of soul and perturbation of feelings 
at this moment possesses me, having heard thee, lady. 

Jo. By what manner of solicitude altered in mind sayest 


thou this? 

(I£n, I thought I heard this from tlice, that Laius was 

slaughtered near three highways. 

Jo. Yes; for these things were rumoured, nor have they 


yet ceased to be. 

Gin, And where is this said spot where this catastrophe 
occurred ? 

Jo. Phocis the laud is called: but a separate road leads to 
the same point from Delphi and from Daulia. 

(Em And what is the time that has elapsed to these 

events ? 

Jo. Romo short time previous to thy coming forward as 
ruler of this land, were these rumours published to the city. 
Qix>, O Jupiter, what hast thou purposed to do by mo? 

Jo. But what, O (Edipus, is this monster of thy thought? 


Erfurdt’s notes. Tu* More simply, “he keeps his speech free from 
such assertion.” In Liddell's Lexicon it ia rendered, ” every man's tongue 
is ready to acquit himself.” B* 
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■ ® n ‘ ^ me unhappy! It seems I have without knm. 
ing it, even now forced myself prematurely i^tV, i - , kn<w 

O £l„ s IlTO Say0St ,hou ? '™'r 1 ^dde/as I glaTco M™' 

well: but thou wilt tlie^siu.u^demonittote^t^f'tti 16 * S -f *°° 
explicit on one more point. te 14 ^ thou wilt be 

ask, if aware, I win^elh &lllln,v from yet what thou shalt 

of manv^araedriSers * af o^of nUc j Ild . w1 ’. ? r with a train 
Jo. They werefiveultrl M 3 cl 1 Ueftain s ™nk should? 

Le ffi d : fi Ut ^ Sin - lc chariot 0 eonveyed n LafS° ng W0S 3 

CEd. Alas ! all this is now full ^clear Wh 
he who told this same narrative to you ladW 1 Garth Wa3 

«ied Sf; n ei"1 tiC - " t0 “ Lt ’ ™ ^ »'y one who 
p„S ^ d0 “ he '“PPon to be ... « ha na in ae 

end saw botli theo w hen he returned thence 

*■ Pe “»“ d ““ 


1 <i 


( or 4^0 re, which“E^ S r ’dt ad n,^te C s on 6 ?i - W i POrS,) that « 

wapphcable, and quotes moreover without the^ T’ althou g h totally 

Au-odjc qua:dam ” of f„_ , , out the most essential part, the 

zssAu ‘s 

>»™«?«? SoSTtaSS. 

perque imaeiniboa reeaT .7 .nm?a"[!,' r ’.i! l ‘ C n ' tl ' 1 ^! anc 'wm'.’ 

gras per omnia studebat, perfecHn^T ™’ Cu ? Graecorum nobilissima 

See Schlegel’s Vllth LcC „ ,o^nT 11 ^ 5 iDser viunt.’> 

^cur e> p. 102, Bohn s transl. B. 
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country and to the pastures of the flocks, that he might be 
most completely removed from sight of this city. And 1 sent 
him: for he was worthy, considering he was a slave, to 
obtain even a higher favour than this. 

(Ed. Would that he might then return to us speedily! 

Jo. It is possible : but wherefore seckost thou tins ? 

(Ed. For myself I fear, lady, lest overmuch have been 
said by me, for which cause I wish to see him. 

Jo. Nay, lie shall come. But surely I also am worthy to 
learn, at least, what circumstances are irksome to thee, O 


king. 

(Ed. And thou surely must by no means be disappointed 
of tins, when I have now arrived at such a pitch of expec¬ 
tancy 1 * . For to whom could I speak who would be of more 
account even than thou, when implicated in such a fate as 
this ? I had for my father Poly bus of Corinth, for my mother, 
Meropc of Doris ; and I was esteemed chi dost in rank of the 
citizens of Corinth, before an accident bofol me such ns I 
shall tell, worthy indeed of wonder, but unworthy never¬ 
theless of the interest I took in it. For at a banquet a man 
overcharged with wine, brands me over his cups with being 
a supposititious son of my lather. And I, deeply displeased, 
with much ado restrained me for that day ; but on the next 
I visited my mother and my father, and strictly questioned 
them ; but they were highly oftemled for the affront with 
him who gave vent to the assertion. And I was pleased 
indeed with them: but yet this [innuendo] was always 
galling me, for it had sunk deep in my mind. So unknown 
to my mother and father I go on a journey to Delphi. And 
Phoebus, as to the matters for which I came, sent mo away 
without the honour of an answer; but other fortunes, wretched, 
and horrible, and deplorable, he was but too ready to tell 3 : 
that it was my doom to commit incest with my mother, and 
that I should bring to light a progeny mankind should not 


1 Erf unit, referring to v. 829, thinks l\irl c correctly translated by hope 

here* The other seem a the most nuturol sequel to (Edams' words ini me* 
diutely preceding. 

3 If pobfjH'tvtj \lyu>v, Apert** prwdisit* Brunette. But both the sense 
ef the passage and the force of trpo^upjjrc in the first chorus are in favour 
of the other rendering. Tu. Wunder reads TTpoityoiw, \sywv. See hia 
note. B. 
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£ ndure *? bchoH ’ a »d that r should bo the murderer of tho 
fathei who begot me. And I on hearing this from th-.t *• 10 

forth measuring* out the site of the land of ’Corinth bv'?! 

stars, began my flight from it to where I mmht never wit ° 
But in my ,„vol r^ P Z^ b rron° C Tft ^ 
lady, will I divulge the truth w . • And to tllCQ < 

was close upon this h“ "ft Wa} 1 

a man mounted on a chariot with . bot ~ a laeraltl, and 

descrihcst, meet me; and both thebe' and’the^ n th ° U 

■passion strike him wKs ^ ^ ° tf the road - So I in 

And the old man when he s^this 111 ? °? th ° chariote er. 

passing by, struck me from the car witlTVT 7, at ? cd 
descending blow on the middle of the head Jf l 1 8 ' 0ad . a 

a penalty not equivalent, I trow, but hastily struck by'a staff 

* But see Heath. B. 

ErJdt-s edidoiS s^IiaVnSd " E^s^T hiS p,eface to 

,!°f : ‘ *ram, quaterrepoX‘? 1S P *' eface h <» these 

kgnur apud E ur ipid e m, ut in Hinno? 1019 .*7 J ’9 uot >es a nte vocaiem 

on. 280 . Quamquam hwc omnia^orruntn > Alc< 6 |> 8 i Iph. Aul. 944 . 

Aristophanes, se ,l in Pl uto , novissima li r ?T° r ' Sic etiam ter 

B ,m» C p- 13 “. Tn'd., 87, St: am! 0 ;-' ‘p H'}”■ 

55 *-* U. «SU £ as "“»“”* *m£%Z 

That if the tragic writers never and AnJ P oint:s f°* consideration; 1st 

play, used r\v> it is strange that Plato m°^ a? v 0I %in his latest written 

-quent to the Hutu,, should have id^redtYtf ' 7 °? writi ^ s **re sub- 

to^s h U ‘ a ,” the identical} i n question 1 - T f’fw 7 a corru P t text can 
t0 !*we determined that tZTZ J ’ - nd that therefore it were safer 
avoid the hintnr. u r cra K lc and comic writers nemi T ■ v saier 
; n u n hiatus before a vowel. 2nd TW i? » S 7fV ’ m °tder to 

fcr im P erfects of the old ir,±“ ° r 1,a and lw be found 
rent from Home* ta Vh rh Z l Herodotus > the imperfect, seems dUTe 

2 *»*»}« T n j- ■ 
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fpf> TTi tins hand, he is instantly rolled out of the chanot pros* 
trate, and I slay the whole of them. But if Laius aud this 
same stranger have any near connexion, 1 who is a more pi¬ 
tiable object than I, even I ? What man could there be more 
abhorred of the gods ? to whom it is permitted that none of 
strangers or natives should admit him within then dvs ellings, 
that none should even accost him, but thrust him from their 
dwellings : and this it w r as no other than I, that fastened on 
myself even these curses. Nhy the couch of him who is 
deceased do I pollute by my hands, those hands by which he 
fell. Am I not by nature a villain ? am I not totally impure ? 
if I must needs flee the country, and having fled am to be 
permitted neither to behold mine own, nor to set foot on my 
native soil 5 or I am doomed to be yoked m wedlock w ith my 
mother, 2 and to kill outright my father Polybus, who reared, 
who begot me. And would not any one, pronouncing all 
this to be the work of a ruthless daemon upon me, be right 
in his words? Then O may I never, may I never, thou spot¬ 
less majesty of heaven, see this day, but may I be gone from 
among mankind into darkness ere that I view such a taint of 

misery come upon me. 

Ch. To ns, O king, these tidings arc alarming : until how¬ 
ever thou hast ascertained fully from the eyewitness, have hope. 

CEd. Yes, certainly, so much hope at least I have, as 
merely to abide the coming of the man, the herdsman. 

Jo. But wiien he has made his appearance, what re¬ 
assurance canst thou have ? 

(Ed. I will inform thee. For should he be found to be 
in the same story with thee, I for my part may have escaped 

the woe. 

Jo. But wliat w r ord heardst thou from me, so particularly 
remarkable ? 

GEd. Thou toldst that he spake of certain robbers, that 
they slew the king : if therefore he shall report the same 
number still, I was not his slayer, for one at least could not 
be the same with many. But if he shall mention one man 
journeying alone, this very deed thereupon plainlyfalls uponme. 

Jo. Nay, be assured that the tale was so published at 

1 This verse is condemned by L. Dindorf and Wander. B. 

2 Wander's objections to this verse seem reasonable. B. 
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ox 

least, and he cannot ao'am mill if" 

whole city, and not I only, WcUhese tiding * But’if ° aft* 0 

was duly consistent, whom I ween in ^'^ r f W 

perish by a son of mine 1 And vot i L °i ,, dec ared “ust 

never slew him, but himself peri 1 cd ^ 
never again for the sake nf ,r • +• lon& , ore - So that I 

mine eyes either tliis way or that ^ ^ ^ "' 0uld tmu 
rey hither the hindarted eetTlis bUt ^ Seud ° ne t0 cou ‘ 

* I SffSi.??} h ? * us S° in doors: 

Choeus. O may it be 1 8 V be Rasing to thee. 

purity of every word and action “T^ thc ^-sainted 
pounded laws of state sublime ’ saidlll §' which are pro- 

r~? , of ; ^ «**- 

the perishable nature of man -ive them 1 - pUS; nor (Ud 

oblivion even drown them in sdeen r , no ». n pr shall 

Insolence, ificT s h e h Insole °<* engenders the tyrant 

“ nei ther seasonable nor serviceable ’f U ted Wlth much tIla t 
topmost precipice, dashes on f1 havi . n = su ™ounted the 3 
ter feet i„ vain. But the S ° where sp e useth 
implore the deity never to unnerv^ 1 ^! ^ at pl ’°^ ts t!le state I 
to take for my patron But if WdI 1 cea ^ 

the powers above, may evil do™ J?' C “. ln 8' th e scats of 

“ ^ at ^ h d” 

This passage is not clear m& 

y f ^ ( nondnm tamen a f« r •* and Wunder read n/ e / 

2 i . i . ^niGn a te Laium *. r react, c?ov yt for rm» 

assess,* 1 **- ‘^’ssrtr^t »• 

should object to ioi ° f th f a< 7jectives. I do not how *^ linIcs ma y have 
taken both in fa '"i Dg u ™™l*ov with c 

and for “harsh ^ronrff”' 7 Sense of “abruutus”’ (Cf !7° ro j u ° i ' ma y bs 

r^ov X^aroXZt- ,* 5 W " findil1 EuriJ. Alcert 9M 1 " 84 )’ 

3 The difficulty ^ tv ^ K 5 w- 

passage arises from the separation of the two 
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state of tilings, what man will ever gain glory 1 in repulsing 
from his soul the <larts of passion ? for if Pr^t‘ c ossuehas 

a rr;un will I make pilgrimage to the hallowed ccntu of eaith 
as worshipper, nor to the shrine at Abm, no nor the Olympian, 
unless 2 these matters shall turn out congruous, so as to be 
pointed at by the finger of all mankind. But, O soveieign 
Jove, if indeed thou art rightly styled ruler ot the uim ri se, 
be it not unregarded by thee ami thine ever-umh mg. empiie. 
Vor already they are overthrowing the prophecies deliverei 
toLaius, which'fall into decay, and nowhere is Apollo_con¬ 
spicuous in worship, but all that is divine is going to rum _ 
l> Jo , Princes of the land, the design has suggested itself to 

rlnuscs m' nc... 7 ro 0 if f rm and .} r.7m aO . ?« . fiara^f by the intvnnc- 
llinlc words. With ijibrm wo must understand /*»), and Conner t it ilosc y 

with tin' nrccedine words* B. . n 

* This translation follows Hermann's correction tetfrar... Oiynm... 

1 )iit 11 or m nnn I,as himself changed his mind, and would throw 
ofit fid>Vro altogether, in which he is followed by Wunder m hts thud 
c.lition Mihrm rannot he construed. Hennunn s third opinion is at 

i ll l „,i -rit' in ir<>T if roimV uioip, <hwf n*x«C v. 

Zu, ek' . kU dplmm As Lis variation of opinions will 

S , puzzle the reader, I will merely observe that Hnn.ek s reading 

H " 1 y !■ , „ n ,i t |.-t Hermann's lust opinion, ns m many ot.lui in- 

Xn'i'cs" is'his worst. IHndorf leaves (he text unintelligible. Ihpv ; must 
not he dtered, for it is against passion that the whole advice ot ll. U orus 
is ilireeted And if altered, what are «i runr.iU 7r ( .<r!.ut? * 

ought doubtless to he that expressed by the. translator, or "JJ 

if find tin* rliicf diflirulty npnrnrH to rest iti tbc \v\h t > \n m \ > • 

Withthis chorus comparcU.c one in the 411, net of Seneca 

1 The. eonstrnetion seems rather to 1)0 dpi) roimppo J (, 

vl iiii>r iikrrf (Inn, ••unless these things shall turn out to tl u. sat 
e • ^ r „11 mortals so that they may point, to them with the Imgei. B. 

*. . ■:» ‘^ 1 . 

him to hi. kto wiiW .« Kg^lTltalta'nlHi’ltolto* 

it took to finish n journey from lW|.h. « hel H,tKsr ^ w , tUottt 

vlolnlion hl.tori, «l»to.tor ~» 

n'.Un,i r ,"iTii'r.mk'l to her ctoMmiuhtmliw,, with rcgnrd to her hiu to 
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“ken fa my hLH?2“chaBlctt° of e»ds, having 

CEdipns ti his* ?* 

of every variety, nor, as should a mar’J i 4 by gnefs 

conjectures what is new by what is old • 1 °f understanding, 

dupe, if he but speak of horrors si ’ \T '* s P e ^er S 
make none the more process to the n ^ hy advisi »S I 

seeing thou art nearest at'hand am W LyC * an A P°lV 

these rites of nraver fliQf +v. 1 come a petitioner with 

holy remedy, w e !IVTIT ^ US some 

pilot of the vessel, horror-stricken 5 mg t0 866 tim > as 

abode®of^rmonS^dJ^b^’ w ^rei s the 

me if ye know where he is ^ * c k ie % of himself, tell 

bU §^ ”*”• «-a-i 

»i,h£'';EXh' 1 ,""; “ d 

wife. ^ ’ 01 mat slle 1S his true and proper 

Jo. Nay, and thou also the si mn n <. 
deservest it for thy courteous l 0 , stran g er > since thou 

quest of what thou hast come and wW^ ■ make kno ™ in 

: “ d *° impart - 
arrived ? s same S°°d ? and from whence 

thoa mi g htst“pe°S^ Le^atS. 1 sl “' U divulge 

j° 7 SM°£L?iT> “r be should * 1 thm 

thus possess ? * what sort of twofold force does it 

Mss. The inhabitants of tho Tc+T, * 

r ~£££sr w wm -«- 

t* wnat. is not the ae-ed PaWk, ami 

aged Polybus still on the throne? 

w ho, she says. t ari Tn r. \> 

°" a P™bZ7t ae ? S - Y ° Vr ° g ’ W,conscious of this being her 

“f»« »( to p*oe. See the' 

l^Z S ess ? *;Z h T ^Sce'tads to the ° f thiu ^. The 

a similar remark respeL”^^ feIicit y of Jocasta ^ em ~ 

res Pectmg the words, yvvi, Siubrno R Sgrave has “>ade 
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Mes. No truly, since death prisons him in the grave. 

Jo. How hast thou said ? is Polybus deceased, old man ? 
Mes. If I speak not the truth, I confess me worthy of 

death. 

Jo. Ho, handmaiden, wilt thou not be gone and tell tliis 
with all speed to thy lord ? Predictions of the gods, where 
arc ye ? This very man CEdipus, long ago in alarm lest ho 
should murder, went into banishment, and now, behold! he 
has perished by course of nature, not by my husband. 

(Enirus. o dearest head of my wife Jocasta, wherefore hast 
thou sent for me hither out of the palace here ? 

Jo. Listen to this man. and as thou hcarcst, mark to what 

arc come the solemn predictions of the god. 

(En. But who can this man be, and what has he to tell 


me? 

J o. From Corinth, to bring tliec news that thy father Poly bus 
is no more, but is dead. 

CEt>. What sayest thou, stranger ? Do thou thyself become 
my informant. 

Mes. If I must first deliver me of this fact clearly, be 

assured that he is dead and gone 1 * . 

(En. By treachery, or the encounter of disease ?* 

Mes. A trifling bend of the scale sends aged frames to rest. 
(En. By sickness, it seems, the poor sufferer wasted away. 
Mes. And 3 commensurately, I ween, with a long time 


of life. 

(En. Alas! alas! when then, my queen, should airy ono 
regard the prophetic hearth of Pytho, or the birds that scream 
above our heads, under whoso predestination I was fated to 
slay my own father ? But he is dead and buried deep down 
in earth, while I here before you am guiltless of handling 
weapon against him, unless in any degree lie pined away from 
regret of me , 4 but so he might havo died by my means. Tho 


l Not with bbbv understood after Qavdmuov, but tho latter agreeing 

with SeflrjKbTa, according to Erfurdt# 

3 Seneca (Edip. act iv. sc. 2, 4, “Edisscre ajpdum, quo cadat fato 

parens. Sisnkx. Animnm Ronilom mollis cxsolvil sopor.” B. 

3 ivfiutrpovfuvoi; must bo taken with tyOtro understood, as if it were 
the adverb £ viiii ktpow/wvwc* This is much tho most sun pi o way. B. 

4 Perhaps /or obfw 3 f wo should read olitw y * ita sultciop ** Sop for* 

sooth, ho might have died by my means/* B. 
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present oracles then Polybus has swept off with him utterly 
worthless, and lies m Hades. ^ 

jo. Did I not now forewarn thee of this lone aeo > 

Thou didst say it; but I was led away by g my fear 

now' ^ th ° U n0 l0ng6r giTC ° ne ° f them p!ace in. thy mid 

GEd. And how must I not shrink from a mother’s bed ? 

do •, Bu , t .r I Sh ° uld man fear ’ whom decrees of chance 

control, while there is no certain foresight of aught ? ’Twere 

best to live at random, e’en as one could TW w Q ,, were 
fear of the bridal alliance with thy mother • for manv ™ D<> 
mankind have ere now, and that in dreams’ done incest with 

a mother ; but to whomsoever this reckoi, a” notwt 
bears his life the easiest. rung, “ e 

(Ed. Fairly had all this been stated by thee had ™ 

fa’c ■ ” ot iave bc ^ aHve; but S 

H SlTS.'*"’ “ eCeSS, ‘ y - 

awfeJaSr* ^ burid ° f% fathcr at Ieast a™™ » e* 

G ““*. 1 otoit; but I hare tod of the surviTtng 
afraid ? B °‘ “ Wbat wo,na “’ s “*°™‘ i‘ is even that ye are 


fi .B„t“x?i,irKert& P sr s r 4 to Iive - 

prehension ? lca maKes to your ap- 

Mss', t hfnl 111 hea 7 cn - sent . prediction, stranger, 
know it ? 6 Sp ° en ’ or 15 11 not la wiul that another 

ewte^a n re th?AjoCh^d IS sL?fh kine an i queen are the more 

sat 

and tLeir ^ 

V “ thek andNcmroniliarf\^en “with D h rrel h^ n ’ ^ minds one forcibly 

princes curiosity i^ Hafl of Eblis. InCth 
itoavafiao' diriropov, £^ tv “ both dicpirar op 

D 2 
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(Ed. Most certainly it is. For Apollo foretold once that 
it was my destiny to he my own mother s para m our, and with 
min e own hands to shed my father s blood* For winch cause 
has Corinth, this long while, been dwelt far away from by me, 

prosperously indeed; but still it is most sweet to behold the 
faces of one's parents. 

Mes. Why, was it in dread of this thou becamest an exile 
from thence ? 

(Ed. And from desire also to avoid being my father's mur¬ 
derer, old man. 

Mes. Why then have I not released thee from this thy 
fear, O king, since in fact I came thy well-wisher? 

CEd. And if you do so, thou shalt have a right worthy re¬ 
compense of me. 

Mes. Ay, and I swear I came especially for this, that, on 
thy restoration to thy home, I might in some way be advan¬ 
taged. 

(Ed. But never will I come into the presence of my parents, 
at least. 

Mes. My son, thou 1 fairly she west that thou knowest not 
what thou art doing. 

(Ed. How, old man? In the name of the gods, instruct 


II 


Mes. If for these causes thou shunnest to return homo. 

(Ed. It is at least from alarm lest Phoebus prove in the 
issue true towards me, 

Mes. Is it lest thou shouldst contract contamination from 
thy parents ? 

(Ed. This very thing, old man, even fhis for ever affrights 
me. 

Mes. Knowest thou not, then, that thou tremblest with no 
just cause ? 

(Ed. Nay, how should I not, at least if I was tho child of 
these progenitors ? 

Mes. Even because Polybus was in no wise of kin to thee. 

(Ed. HqW hast thou said? why, was not Polybus my 
father? 




1 This is the most literal construing of teaX&c €7 flijXoc* On kuXQc in 

*P : 

the Latin phrases “pulolire scire, intelligere.” B* 


the sense of/ 1 valdo," 11 prorflus," see Wakefield and Schafer. Compare 


4 
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«bo“« ’a, Zuch. m ° rc *“ ,h “ ■“* Wore fee, 

on ® D - And b ° w comes one ’ s & ther to be on a par with no 

Mes. But neither he begat thee, nor I. 

u^d. ±mt m consideration of whit t ho-r, a* a i ,, 
a son’s title ? at ’ taen? he allow me 

present faTSA™ «« f<®nert y a 

(Icariy lovc'mc''’’ dM thou S h fro “ another 1 . hand, thus 

“■Z“iL e ;z7 l r 

me to him? ^ ^ parent y and gavest 

CEd! bS foTwhattSoos? the f bu , sh J r deIls of Cithccron. 
said regions ? ^ ^ Wert ttu)u a wayfarer in those 

*£- 1 US6d t0 bG 5Uperintcnda ^ there of the mountain 
menial drudgery?** tb ° U a sbe P^ erd an d a wanderer on a 

CEd' Bit Sat^pdn dostih^ Tf time ’ son! 

Wretchedness ? 0U me suffenng in that 

wZTZl flfj f “* .“*« «b... 

Mas. I unbind thee J hav^"ih ^i anCl T t curse? 
through. S soles of thy feet bored 

tow. Die “ di S“‘-’’. “ted, did I onsttin ft„» , hese 

£ £S; “ E«°' thc »•»«•» 

possnnt genuisse aliouem ni , n J * P ara phrases it, “Q„i 

-oteMlowiug. f> qUe “’ qUOrum ne “° genuit?’' See v. 838,^d the 

®dipns to P ^rthis when thf remarlcs tbat it might seem wonderful f 
not Hiq * wnen the messenger hna * , j w ondertul for 

CEdipus as m0re f han Polvbus Lf 1 t 0l t that he waa 

“s- **** 

Brunck translates a™' , S no 

" “■ *“ is£*^sw 
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Mes. Insomuch, that thou wert named this misfortune as 
thou art. 

(Ed. Say, in heaven’s namely my father’s or my mother’s 
deed? 

Mes. I know not; but he who gave thee understands this 
better than I. 

(Ed. Why didst thou receive me of another, nor find me 
thyself ? 

Mbs. I found thee not, but 'tis another shepherd who trans¬ 
ferred thee to me. 

(Ed. Who was this? knowest thou to designate him in 
words ? 

Mes. lie was named, I am sure, one of the servants of 
Laius. 

CEd. Of him who was monarch of this land long ago. 

Mes. Certainly. Of that very man was this a herdsman. 
(Ed. And is he yet alive, that I may see him? 

Mes. You, the natives of this country surely should best 

know. 

CEd. Is there any of you bystanders who knows this herds¬ 
man to whom he alludes, having seen him in short either in 
the country or licrcr inform me, since it is the moment foi 

this to be investigated. 

Cn. I, indeed, deem him none other than the servant from 
the country, whom even before this thou soughtest diligently 
to see. But, however, Jocasta here could certify this the best. 

CEd. Lady, knowest thou him whom but now wc were ear¬ 
nest should come, and of whom this person speaks ? 

Jo. (wildly.) But who, who is he of whom ho spake? 
Heed it not: nay, wlmt has been uttered, do not wish so 
much as to remember for no good. 

there might have been in irirapyavov a senso not given by lexicographers, 
from the verb mrapyaio, lumen* Til., who rendered it, Ah, dire indig¬ 
nity indeed, did 1 bring oflf with m© from my swaddling clothes. But 
It is far more elegant to suppose an allusion to the crepundw, winch wore 
hung about the necks of children when exposed. (Sec Wunder s note.) 
To these (Edipus compares the wounds in his feet. Nicolaus Dumascenus, 
in the same MS. extract quoted above, uses the phrase, ydp rot>c 
ir6dac vtt6 <m<rpydiw. Soneca, who imitates this whole seen© closely, 
understood it nTl do, act 4, u. 2, 39: “None adjlcc, «rto 

oorporin noitrl notat. Bbkkx. Forato forro gessoww ve.tigia, Tnmore 

nsotus nomen bo vitlo pedum.” B. 
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^ is fannot bo, that I having obtained such a clue k 
thi^, shall not elucidate my descent 

for J t 0 bi,?o? e ,^ dS - Ib0g > ee ’ do not ’ if at least thou care 
at ease. U ^ mvcst, 8 ate thls: enough that I be ill 

CEd. Courage; for never, not even were I Droved W 
descents a trebly servile slave, wilt thou be ef o e d as base " 
Jo. ^ct obey me, I conjure thee: do not this SC ' 

X. 'jLl ifh kTnd*iT ?• BOt Cle , arly siftin S this o«t. 

the bosu 5 Ud mteutlolls ut least I advise thee for 

me^ ^ n ° W £t iS this bos ‘ that long since aggrieves 
who°thou art^h^ man ’ 1 ' V ° uld thou mf S' ht cst never know 

man? BuffoTherTeave he^to 1111 ^ b ^ ther to mc the herds- 
Jo- Woe. woe, unhappv San° OT- 1 ”* ?°Y° UnCa ^ 
thee, but other word hereafter—none. “ ^ 3 LaVG 1 t0 Sa ^ to 

CEdipus,* having rushed''awaT^nder ^h < ? Ueen , be & one ’ ° 

SS 1 *-* lest 'his vi? 

CEi>. Burst forth whatever will * hnf t t n i 
cover my origin, even if it be humble TW cboose to dis ‘ 
^nce for a woman she has a high spirit is sSrl^ 6 j? erha P s ’ 

•f tta Ctono^ wSS, g ” os m . v “l f the child 

dishonoured. For of her as of n sha11 not feel 

B C * congenial months ordained me bf’ 1 bornl > and 

But being born such I could nc , humble and exalted. 

■ n 2“" n “Jcntoir, Z;xT'- “ d i ”°™s *“ ■»>• 

IhB T_ 4 


W L G d rCek «? itTovni cTaracjerfo 7 ^ * 

awaken in ns the J d ( ” stal reveries in honour of f l ■ ^°“ s,s - 

w “ ~* ■ '»* -JSSiSrt.- 
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mind T thou, O Cithaeron, I swear by Olympus, shalt not, by 
to-morrow's full moon, be without experience of our extolling 
thee at least as both of one country with CEdipus, and as his 
nurse, and as his mother, nor of being visited by us in choric 
dances, as performing acceptable service to my princes. But 
Ojthat this, O Healer Apollo, might be agreeable to thee. 
Who, O son, what daughter 1 of the immortals, I wonder, was 
thy mother, visited haply as a paramour by mountain-ranging 
Pan, or, since 'tis thou, by Apollo? for to’him the champaign 
downs are all endeared: or did the reigning prince ofCyllene, 
or the Bacchanalian god, whose home is on the topmost hills! 
receive thee a foundling from some one of the Heliconian 
nymphs, with whom he is oftencst frolicking? 

(Bn. If I too have any right to conjecture, old man, who 
have never yet had converse with him, methinks I see that 
very herdsman, whom ail this while we are seeking. For in 
liis extieme old age lie corresponds as the contemporary of 
331 an hcio, and besides, I recognise his conductors as 
o\\ n domestics. But in acquaintance with him thou very 

possibly mayest have the advantage of me, from havin 0, seen 
the herdsman before. ° 

On. Why yes, be sure I do ; for I have known him, since 

he belonged to Lams, trusty in his degree of grazier, if ever 
another were. 


(Ei>. Thee first I interrogate, the Corinthian stranger, is 
this the man thou meanest? 

Mbs. This very man whom thou seest, 

CEd. IIo, thou old man, look hither towards me, and 
answer to all that I shall ask thee. Wert thou ever in 
Lauis’ service ? 

bo called, yet shadow seems,” and, like the funeral oration of Pericles, 

are over linked and haunted with an opposing spirit, a mysterious double 
of what moots tho ear. 

1 Hermann's alteration of the punctuation here has restored Qvydrtjp 
to her rightful inheritance, by omitting the note of interrogation after 
flu k patu>runs. If his note leave anything unexplained in full, it i B the 
force, of r rl yi, whirl) probably infers Apollo father of USdtpus, because 
the latter was so apt in solving Imrd sayings. Tn.—Tho passage is still 
unsatisfactory; and Wander condemns both rtf Ovydnjp and rrl yk ns cor¬ 
rupt. Perhaps wo might read HoinV bp«r<nflara ?too (or ftardo with 
Wunder.) VlpofrwfXaoOttrr■ fere <r£ rec Ovyartjp Aa&ov, i. o., JTai^c eire 

Ao&ov. On the omission of the first eire cf. ASsch. Ag. 1403, and above 
51 7 t \6younv ilr* ipyoicnv* B. 
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his S ho ™' 1 WaS ‘ 5 a Slave ’ not P Urchased ’ but reared in 
ffiD. Concerned in what avocation, or manner of life > 
flocks 6 beSt part 0f m >- life 1 » attendance on 

OEd. In what places principally a resident? 

oer. It would be Cithaeron, and it won Id ha +i t 
districts. * 1 vould be tlie adjacent 

Well then, knowest thnn ti,,*,, i . 

art thou speakinf ? g ' f what matmer of man even 

now had dealings with* th ° G : hflSt thou ever before 

r.Xtiln! at le “* “**' 1 »»<% affirm i, ta 

Mbs. And no wonder either, mv lord- h>.t t v . , 

remind him of forgotten fimno . T * I will distinctly 

in the region of Cithtoron he’tXi a,a suro be knows when 
one I was the neighbour ’of this fe^ malT f fl ° Cks ’ - 1 with 

when now it was winter j lXa * Slx months each - And 
charge into sheepcotes and ho + , , n my P art to drive my 
any of these things or Lay I t n ,° f the pen f of Lams. Say I 

s» s . Thoa .pL 4 Thi “ US “ h "™. d0 ™ ? y 

distant time. ’ ough m sooth from a 

me^any childatXttiL^UatTSSr* tH ° U t0 have S 1 ™ 
to myself? ’ tnat 1 mi S h t rear it as a nursling 

these words ? What means <Jus ? wherefore inquirest thou in 

infent 8 * niS ’ “ y C ™ de >^t very one who was then an 

peS? Wm DOt perdition so * ze thee ? wilt not hold thy 

o^worS W 0l l“ a need h oTi S eh"? man ’ sic ee thino 

Se®. But in what X . chastiser than his. 

’ 7 ° St S raeious bege, am I in fault ? 

ficatio, neque sa ? s “ et hie quidem aperta est no,- *• • ■ 

m sedfui rertit.” Se P e Mte on v? 7^3 gW ' 
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1150—1164* 


(Ed. In not declaring the child of whom this man asks 
thee. 

See. Because he speaks knowing nothing, hut labours in 
vain. 

CEd. Thou indeed wilt not speak as a favour, but to thv 
cost thou shalt speak 1 . ^ 

See. Do not, I pray, for the love of the gods, ill use me 
an old man. ’ 

CEd. Will not some one with all speed tie this fellow’s 
hands behind him? 

See. Wretched man, for what purpose? what wouldst 
thou know more ? 

CEd. Gavcst thou to this man the boy of whom he questions 
thee ? ^ 

See. I did ; but O that I had died on that day. 

CEd. Nay, to this thou wilt come, at least if thou speak 
not the truth. 1 

Seb. Much more certain is my destruction, if I shall 
speak. 

CEd. This fellow, it seems, is driving at delay. 

See. Not I, truly ; hut I said long ago that I had given 
the boy. ° 

CEd. Whence having got him? of thine own house or of 
any other ? 

See. Surely I gave not my own away, but I received him 
from some one. 

CEd. From whom among these citizens, and from a house 
of what degree ? 


The altercation with Creon, and this scene with the shepherds, from 
the snarling repartee which runs through them, are supposed by Twining 
to bo among the parts of our poet whioh gave occasion to the ridiculous 
Idea of a comic writer in Diogenes Laertius (4. 20.) that Sophocles had 
a dog to help him writo tragedies : iciW tiq ISokzi avpiroutv Mo\orruc6^ 
That eminent translator seems to frrget that anger levels most men, and 
that of kings especially "the wrath is grout;" he forgets that every pas¬ 
sage he haB produced from Sophocles to this point, is the expression of 
angry feeling; he forgets the simplicity of the times of which he is writings 
But when ho quotes Longinus, to prove that in these places the spirit of 
Sophocles opivvvrai &\6yutc, *cai ?riirrtt Arvx^Tara* putting aside that 
a« to Longinus's meaning ho bogs the question, let him show that Longi- 
aw over wrote naturally for ten lines together, ere he takos that really 
great critic's dictum on the expression of heated feelings, * 
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See. Do not for the gods’ sake, do not, my sovereign 
inquire farther. } 

GEd. Thou diest, if I shall ask thee this a'min 
See. It was then one of Laius’ offspring. ° 

CEd. A slave, or one by birth of kin to him ? 

,, See ' Y° e 1S me! 11111 surcl y ou thc verge of speaking 

the very horror. ° * n o 

1 1 surely of hearing: yet it must be heard. 

, ’ y lf - M ' as sa id to be actually his own child • 

U fFn e m W - t U i a could best inform thee how this stands 
CLd. Why, is she the donor of this child to thee > 
liven so, sire. 

GEd. For what purpose ? 

Ser. That I might make away with him. 

UiD. Ihe own mother, hard-hearted 1 > 

S® - nr h 7T> Wc T cr ’ of ov il prophecies. 

UiD. Of what import ? 

i" 1 ” * sto *T. I» aliould bo his parents' 

S iT’if'i’“r tt ™ t0 rc,i S" him *° <h “ older > 

cursed desti^ thee to be ’ know art born to a 

lig^m^I 8 look^on tW ^ P redi . ctions ^rn out tme". O 
been shown the son of those of whom I should r. + L >at have 

holding commerce with those with whom iu ! haV ° b ° Cn ’ 
and having killed whom it was my dutv never ““ “ 0t ’ 

reckon you i^Sfe^F ° f T^'' h °' V as nothin S do I 

achieves more of haDninosJ^tl" T ' dlcrc 18 tbc man that 

0t ia PP mess ’ thaii barely so much as to fancy 

con, which seems uncalleAfor r0I T?' ,Iln,Cen ' S Preface to Scheller’s Leii- 

fpy ^ing; and rW ul here taklT* ‘‘ t0 have the teart” to do 

than that of fierditTor J^J ^ “gwfioatio 

See Wunder on y 99 ? 

Grotius elegantly translates: 

Qulmq Jfdn* Hmnano S enRr ' data, 

putat accipit, Ammittitque putando. 5 ' B 


,—me Heart' 7 to do 
eignification much better, surely, 
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lie has it, and so fancying to fall away from it - p, i - 
example having before me, thy destiny, even thine o l i"' 0 

who With excess of fortune aimed at tc Tu- hn lW : thw 

of all-blissful prosperity, O Jove 'having ™ hle '?< 1 , tb c prfeo 

maiden prophetess with forked taions nay l°lml ° c cath , tho 

slaughters didst thou stand up to mv o„!,S 

Si if ‘r.'-W it 

as 1 hoar, who is more > i ■ » UL 3 - hut now, 

more familiar with nmol n , crse ot state is 

glorious majesty'^f ^fto* ‘ <* 

to run mto: how ever, how ever were th v Lt blld ^ 00m 
enabled to endure thee in silence so loim unfort, ful £? WS 
the all-seeing detected thee reluctant- f °' TlIUe 

sentences the marriageless marriage, he^ttinl an dT g !f C ° 

Oh . son of Laius, would, would that I had never <so^ g °ri! eU ' 

4'or I mourn with passing sorrnxv ia ne\oi seen thee. 

Y« to toll the 

again, and closed mine eyes in renoso “ n m >' breath 


, r repose. 

iMfssengrr Extraordinary O vm 
most highly of this land, what dSds slmb F v rCS P cctcd 
deeds shall ye witness, how heavy a grief s hal? " hat 

bear, if from a feeling of kindred 5 * * yo have t0 

the house of Labdacus ? For, I believe n^th 0 "®?" 1 * 3 f ° r 

Phasis, could lave with water of purification thi^r 7 tcr ’ nor 

you of all which it conceals: w^ile other 11s wil f 
i>how themselves to the lie-ht ills volnnfn 'f forthwith 

* sirasif 

M. E. The speediest of talcs both to tell and to 1 ,„ 
most noble Joeasta is no more. “ to hcar: tho 

Cfx. Most unhappy woman J Bv wlnt «. 

AT T' tt . if i *i , .V «nut eartJily means ^ 

, w f, USClf . hcr °' vn haad - of the action the 

tl,y fortune" ycTfiUnefas an exnTple/^B^' 13 ^ ^ T °‘> “ holdin S 
ovoeva » against tlie metre, and altered by Hermann. B. 
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most painful part is spared us, since the eyewitness is „„t 
ours; but yet as far at least as the memor/of «hcm resWes 

both her hands L h\ bed ’ tearin S her hair with 

violently closed the doors on ?he Vside she^ " T ithfn ’ 

now long since dead, bearing- in memory thTLZ 

to his own, a procreatresHf wreteheT' hndle “’V' 0 "? 1 ' 
mourned over the couch where she hnrl he n ’ c ut S lc 
the mother of a double nroo-env h become, unfortunate, 

its end • but we tuSed ^ 0 “'him W !" ,c ” hor filte <« 

he begins wildly rushing, beiecl.in.” , ,. ,0 "m ' For 

a weapon, and tell him where to reach -'n!e ““ ‘r ""' "* h 
wife, his mother with her enmr,^ , . tbe wife yet no 

children.” To him in his frenvv 7°“^ f ° r hil . nself a »d his 

covers this, for it was no one of us 77° Unaartbl . v power dis- 

be sprung in agfinst the double ? S ° me ? Ulde to lea d bim 
deepest fastenings he wrenched theTf’i^ from their ver y 
m u p o n the apartment; where we tho° U ? W i St j PleS ’ and faJ ls 
wife suspended, entangled in twisterl U ° 0 <ed 7 n n P 011 his 
he sees her, with horrible bellowing °° SeS ' But be ’ '' vIl cn 
the hanging knot; but when the £?’ i P °° r Wrotcb ! Rosens 

from her the gold-embossed clasps* of ler f ° r bavin g torn off 

balls of his own eyes, utteriit^iordf 6 ? J?® and Sln °te the 

because they had discerned for him rJti* ^ “ that ’ twas 

1 Perliapa this was an attemnt nf « What “^chiefs 

”°t Juno l S! m “ “ in « P 1 ”'. ’* to 
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he 'was suffering, nor wliat he was doing; but darklj' should 
they see, for the time to come, those whom he ought never 
to have seen, nor should they recognise those whom he so 
longed to recognise/’ Venting curses such as these full 
often, and not once only 1 did he wound them, forcing up his 
eyelids* And at once the bloody pupils bedewed his cheeks, 
nor emitted mere humid drops of gore, hut all at once, a 
shower of sable blood-clot hail was shed 2 * These are miseries 
that broke forth of two, not of him alone, but the consorted 
miseries of a husband and a wife* For their happiness of a 
long date before, ’twas hitherto deserving of the name; but 
now, on this very day, lamentation, ruin, death, dishonour, of 
whatsoever ill whatever name there be, not one is wanting. 

Ch. But in what respite from ill is the sufferer now ? 

E. He is shouting for some one to open the barriers, 
and expose to all the race of Cadmus the slayer of his father, 
his mother’s—-uttering unholy things, things not for me to 
speak j purposing seemingly to make himself an outcast from 
the land, nor any longer to tarry in his home accursed, as he 
cursed himself. Yet still he wants strength at least, and 
some one for his guide; since his disease is greater than he 
can bear. Nay, he will show thee so himself. For these 
fastenings of the gates are being opened, and speedily shalt 
thou behold a spectacle of such a sort as even an enemy must 

pity* 

Ch. Oh, disaster fearful to mankind to behold! Oh most 
fearful of all that I have ever yet encountered! . What 
frenzy, sad sufferer, beset thee ? AV hat demon is it that, 
with mightier than the mightiest bound, hath sprung on 
thine unblest fate? Woe, woe, unfortunate! But I cannot 
so much as look on thee, anxious as I am to question much, 
much to learn, and much to sec, such shuddering dost thou 

cause me. 

CEd. Oh, Oh, Oh, Oh, alas, alas, wretch that I am! 
whither on earth am I, miserable, carried? Vheic is flitting 

1 Hermann joins tlio words 7ro\\aKic re kovk axaZ with and 

says of Elinsky’s punctuation that it gives a moaning “ justo crudelius.” 
The imperfect ijpatree, however, favours the old way of rendering. Potter 

translates as Hermann* . 

2 The two following verses are bracketed by Dindorf, and considered 

corrupt by Wunder. ,B. 
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this voice which I hear thus hurriedlv* Ol, , • , 

hast thou leaped ? 3 ' Uh ’ fatc ’ wither 

Sn o° J°Tv not £ f Y hcarin S> ™r for sight, 
unspeakable, in tha" thou ”^^ 1 ? T" T 

once the maddening stin- of the e “ond? W 111 hand at 
my woes.' ° § oads > and the memory of 

Ch. And surely it fg uq wonder in -,«?■ *• 

for still dost thou submit to care for ^e"!}? 1t * t . lU constant, 

darkened though I be, at least thy voice d 1 tn °' V thee > 
Ctr. 0 thou of dreadful deeds how WW ft, , 

«t s £ ^ * w “ ^ ? XzS 

P»»s th«e\y”my e ; i ^“ c 0 ( i msSiJ's™But^ 1 ' 1 ° U;, ' t 

Sr L Fof s ^ 

look on? Seem8 there was nought sweet to 

,jf n ^’ s so ’ T GU as thou sayest. 

of accost, that I c^uld hear an^ ?’ ° bjeCt -° f si ? ht - of love, 
friends ? Bear me away from the nlf CI> ^-tt? 1 P^ easure » my 
me away, my friends, the monstroiw rf T th a Speed ’ bc ur 

lanmSabIe^ah"lu^^ S ^ tf °f bu man S kin. l d. 10n, ^ m ° St 

barbarous chain that pastured o ^ e ’ ^ t took me f r °m the 
forhadt r 6 /T a ™ lent d eath eSng a th' 1 iT CUed and 

«endtnoS then ’ 1 ^ aot b - »£ 

a?D. ^ Si bc ; en to my wish also. 

least, nor been titled by maSd the bT* ° f “ y father at 
whom I sprung. But now amV^ hn ^°° vix of those of - 

7 alUed t0 those from wh g ™7^t&S ° f 
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my birth. But if there be in kind one evil among evils 

paramount, this to his share hath Obdipus. 

Cir. I know not how to say that thou hast well advised; 
for thou wert better to live no longer than live in blindness. 

CEn. That this hath not been best clone thus, tutor me not, 
nor counsel me longer. For I know not with, w uit manner 
of eyes beholding, I could have looked my father in the ace 
when I went down to Hades 1 , no, nor my hapless mother, to 
both of whom deeds have been done by me that hanging is 
too good for. But forsooth the sight of my children was to 
be coveted by me to see, springing forth as they sprung. 
No, to my eyes never: nor citadel, nor tower, nor sacred 
images of gods, whereof I the all-unhappy, no i cst y it n 
of any one at least in Thebes, have bereaved mine own sell, 
mvsclf enjoining all to thrust out the impious one, 110 man 
branded of heaven as polluted 2 [and proved to be] of the race 
of Laius, could I, who had exposed such a blot in mine own 
person, ever look on these with steadfast eyes. No, never, 
surely! Nay, had there been yet means of stoppage ot the 
fountain of hearing through my ears, I would u 01 ; 11 .*'' 0 . re¬ 
frained from blocking up my miserable body, that 1 mi Q 
have been both sightless and devoid of hearing 3 : for to have 
one’s feelings abiding beyond reach of one s misfortunes weie 
sweet. Alas, Citlueron, wherefore liarbouredst tliou me. 
wherefore having taken mo in didst thou not forthw ith i 
me, that I had never shown mankind the lineage whence 
sprang 4 ? O Poly bus and Corinth, and ancient halls, reputed 

i The ancients believed that whatever defects or injuries men suffered 
during life, they carried with them to the shades helow Thus in \ ngd, 

phobum vidit, laoerum crudeliter ora.” So Clytemnestra says in vEscb. 

^ Hermann’s punctuation has been followed here in j joining; ««« ywove 
rov AcL to the next line. Tn—I have preferred following Dindorf and 

\\ jm fcctum rectc se liabet, ut essem cacti,s et surdtts, 

* i t Af/ ffiptus esaewt cmetis et verbo ?/ 

i, " f - ~ »“ r *• ■, 

* rtiins ob„r«, that he,,, jf «»»»'«">.. “ 

might be thouglit needful, to express the sense <*£ ^TTZZZ 

But though ,) without the participle would stand (ot iyra 

Jifinv, with it ,) will not, because ytyioc implies tune present, < ' ndthu9 
,) y'yic would be unde mtusfumcm, a proper expression of one once. 
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— — ^ ^ j.x AAn x> us, ^ g 

my ancestors’, what a goodly outside skin of scars beneath 

S.C ,i c ”Ti ■s? • For r 1 <,iscorercd '*• 

tue Mio. O je three roads, and thou concealed dell and 
oaken copse, and narrow outlet of three wavs wWh 1 - 

mine own blood from my father, shed by mine own h aids'do 
o remember me how that I_w],at deeds £ y„„ 

ten came hither, and ngain what deeds I perpetrated f O 
bridals, bridals, ye have beo-ott™ „ / perpetrated. u 

ft 

ttvP&iiiFrr* 

where never a 2in ^&ZCu ** adrift on the «•. 
a wretch forlorn. Be prevailed C ° me ’ ? eign t0 touch 

as mine no mortal but I is liable to bear. 1 ' ° VllS SUCh 

Creon here to act^to'^ e ? uest f st a * an a pt moment conies 
of the realm in thy room ’ ^ ^ 18 hft Sole P^tector 

hi ® D ' W h 'S tmS'shall’ke'reln %V01XlS th , en Sha11 We address 
him' For in flip f * , ere in leason be shown to me bv 

altogetherbSe tSXLr SaCti0 “ S W 1 been *-o4eS 

reproach thee°with'lnv^t’he 0 fo! lpi ' S ’ baVe 1 COme ’ nor to 
ye no longer blush befL the rwl?? Bl,t do » 

exhibit a pollution suelAas this thus aI1 5 thin ? s - than to 

earth, nor heaven-sent 1 rain nor licrl^T^^^ered, which neither 
as speedily as possible convey him fr/l u pUt Up with - But 
of the family alone should see and J f ° r that those 

tiv^ is what piety requires. 6 mwenes of a rela- 

“y e xper^[ion e b^comin a ^the S1 noblest° U / laSt f01 ' eed me from 

J » me noblest of men as thou art, to ' 

but no longer alivA * y . % , 

htSZZTk f yey<is 

erent, would have‘^^,1 by f P erson Veaking^f^ 

T vKipt e - s s V ot »* theaifthelS 

9 ' ° Sla£ i aK ados, Eurip. Helen. 2 . B. 
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me tlie vilest, concede one thing to me, for I will speak for 
thy interest and not mine* 

Cr. .And to obtain what demand art thou thus urgent with 
me? ° 

CEd. Cast me out from this land Math what haste thou 
mayest, where I shall be found by no earthly bein<T to he 
spoken with, ° 

Cr. I had done it, of tins be satisfied, had I not first of 

all been anxious to learn from the divinity what was to be 
done* 


13ut surely his "whole prophetic answer openly 
ordered to put to death the parricide, the impious, myself. 

Ok. So this M r ns said but still m the emergency wherein 
we are placed, *t\vcre better to learn what is to be done* 

(E.n* Will ye then thus inquire on behalf of a creature 
utterly fallen? 

Cm Yes; for even thou surely 1 2 mightest now give credit 
to the god. 

(Ed. fo tlieo then do I solemnly give charge, and will 
exhort thee too ; of her within the house make such sepulture 
as thou choosest, for duly wilt thou perform this on behalf of 
thine own at least". 13ut me, never let this, the city of my 
fathers, deign to admit a living inhabitant; no, suffer me to 
abide in the mountains, whore is that very Citheeron surnamed 
mine, which both my father and mother allotted to me yet 
living as my proper tomb, that I may die by their counsel, 
who were indeed my destroyers. And yet this much at least 
I know* that neither disease nor any other chance shall be 
my downfall; for never had I been saved in the hour of death, 
unless for some dreadful evil. Hut for my fate, let it go M r hick 
"way soever it will: but lor my children, on the males I would 
not, Creon, thou shouidest concern thyself more; they ore 
men, so that they never can feel a scarcity of sustenance 
wherever they shall chance to be: but on my hapless and 
pitiable girls, before whom was never my table laid without 


1 Tiiv, sell, rot av . See v. 1446 (ed. Herin.) and Emm Mod. v. 
1011. Portion* 

2 Jocastu being his sinter. Tho confidence reposed by (Edipus, in one 
who woi afterwards to appear as tho infringer of theso most sacred rights 
and that towards (Edipus's son and ilia own nephew, is introduced with 
tho poet's usual refinement of art. 
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food, wanting my own presence, but of all that I touched 
were they two ever the partakers: for whom do thou interest 
thee for my sake; and above all, suffer me to foci them with 
mme hands,. and pour a last lament over their misfortunes. 

D vf’ ° P ri J lc e, do it, O thou thyself of pure lineage and 
nob e. Surely if I touched them with these hands, I°should 

shall I sav> d TeUnV^ ‘Tv "’ llen 1 llad m >’ si ght. What 

s , 1 say. Jell me, m the name of the cods do T 
srn-cly hear my darlings crying ? And has Creon in corn, ' 
smn sent me the best beloved of my children ? Am I rfo] t > 

th £*\ ^ Il0u art pgh *; fori am he that supplied thee with 

old time possessed thee in them 1 dell S ht whlcb 

^hen all happiness to thee nml -fVv« j.t * * 

may thy tutelary power protect thee hotter thanTn 
children, where can ve be ? draw near hither r. ' 

my fraternal hands, 'which have tlms served theE , 
eyes of the author of your beiim for Ve,, - ° P c bri S ht 

children, who without sight without °t V 10 ’ m Y 

proved your father by that som-ee r. < l uestl °n ol it, was 

been raised. And for you I ween fo ^ 11 M , hene e myself had 

behold you, in imagining the rest of™ hav ? uo power to 

Per to what sodal meeti“r t he e 5?°”^ ^ ih ' e * out. 
nay, to what festivals, whence ve udll , Tw T 1 ye Come? 

T* -iU bo ho wKshTv S''° “"“goablo 

“'b «n4* ns mil be .lest,™! on W".*° , '“ cur 

mm-dered h l father ; commit' 01 ; 15 ? y ° Ur fathe " 

whose seed he was himself mrl nces * WItb Biat mother 
whence he was born beo~it liim« tf m ^ le s elf-same source 
ye be reviled : and then who wd , y ° U ’ In s , u f h sort "'ill 
f) man, my children: but too nfo ‘ T S P oase y° u r There is not 

5 out too plainly is ^ yom . dest - tQ . 

1 Tf 71 IT-.- . V 1 
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to deatli barren and unwedded. But since, O son of Menocceus* 
thou art left sole father to these twain, for we their natural 
parents are both fallen victims to destruction, do not thou 
look on and see them, thy kindred, beggars, husbandless, 
wanderers, nor make them sharers in my woes; but pity 
til cm, seeing them as thou dost at their tender years destitute 
of every thing, except as far as thy part goes. Accord this* 
O noble sir, pledging me with thine hand. But to you, my 
children, if yc had already understanding, I would have 
given much advice ; but now 1 pray this on my behalf, that 
X may ever live where it is for me to live, and may ye meet 
with a better life than that of the father who begot you. 

Cr. Enough of tears hast thou shed, go now within doors. 

(Ed. I must needs obey, though it be no pleasing thing. 

Cu. Why, all things are becoming in their season. 

(Ed. Know you then on what conditions I will go ? 

Ch. Thou shalt tell me, and hearing I shall then know. 

CEd. That thou wilt send me into exile from this laud. 

Cr, Thou askest me what is the gods' to give. 

Gin. But to the gods at least I come most odious. 

Cr. Wherefore, be sure thou shalt be quickly gratified. 

(Ed. Saycst thou so then ? 

Cr. Yes, for what 1 mean not I am not wont idly to say. 

G^n, Away with me then from this spot now. 

Cr. Proceed then, and let go thy children. 

Gin, By no means take these at least from mo. 

Cu. Seek not to have thy way in every thing, for that 
wherein thou hadst thy will conduced not to thy welfare in 
life. 

Ciroitus, O inhabitants of Thebes my country, behold, this 
(Kdipus, who solved the famous enigma, and was the most 
exalted of mankind, who looking with no envious eye 3 upon 
the enviable fortunes of the citizens, into how vast a stormy 

1 fftxtfffle cannot, I think, t>o taken passively, and I have therefore 
followed Din dor f, whose emendation is also adopted by Wander. In 
Kttinhc there is, J think, n double meaning, both of t\u* fated spot where 
(EilipuH should dwell or die, and a reference to its ordinary inclining, as 
less shocking to the hearers. II. 

2 Erfurdt has a long and excellent note on the word lirtfiXiurtov, which 

he shows to answer exactly tho tjivtin * r in v ulcus Hermann s reading 
has been followed for tho rest. Tn,—I have given the best sense to this 
passage In my power, but I still think nai rvx<itc a lmrsh endytubs 
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- ■AlUAiU'l no, ^2 

!f? il emend °T^' 1Sery • lie bath come •' Th 011 mortal as thou 
art, looking out for a sight of that dav the last 1 mil 

X°iE’ cto ^ d «>• of life! 

i«0Xfar*v. ShouMweJ^SJSSi < ? ae B. Witfc 

the first dark day of nothingness, 

T . n , last of danger and distress,” 

says Lord Byron, and so said (in part at least! c„i„„ v , 

Anstotle, who was not a man to adoDt hvnntlf ® 1° before him. But 
ported by poet or philosopher disoirtim/ti^!? 18 * tor . fact A whether sup- 
the second into considerable doubt. Eth. 1 . S axiom in toto, brings 
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(EDIPUS COLONEUS 


CEdipus, banished from Thebes, comes to Athens under the guidance of 
his daughter Antigone, in fulfilment of an oracle, which declared that he 
should end his days near the wood of the Eumenides. Creon makes an 
unsuccessful attempt to carry him back to Thebes, as also Polytuces* 
as the oracle had declared that victory would attend those among 
whom CEdipus should die. But CEdipus remains firm, and having 
charged Theseus concerning his future conduct, he disappears amidst a 
fearful storm, and the place of his burial is handed down to none save 
the perpetual successors to the throne of Athens* B. 


DRAMATIS PERSONAS. 


CEdipus. 

Antigone. 

ClTlZRN OF COLONUS. 

Chorus ok Attic Elders. 
Ism bn e« 


Theseus. 

Creon. 

Pol yn ices. 
Messenger. 


CEdipus. Child of a blind old man, Antigone, to what 
regions arc wc come, or city of what people ? who will wel¬ 
come CEdipus the wanderer for the present day with scantiest 
alms, craving but little, yet obtaining even less than that 
little, and that sufficient for me? For to be content my 
sufferings, and time so long my familiar, and thirdly my 
native nobleness, teaches me. But, my child, if thou be¬ 
ll oldest any scat, either by the common haunts of men, or 
by the groves of tlio deities, place me and seat mo there, 
that wc may inquiro where, after all, wo are. For we are 
come strangers, to learn of citizens, and perform that which 
wo shall have heard. 

Antic on e. My woo-worn fother, QEdipus, there are towers, 
which impale 1 a city, to judge by mine eye, at some distance. 

1 irrlyovtTLp, Roisig translates this occulunt t Hermann continent f 
adding “quod qui Ita dictum putant, ut tuori urbem turros signiAoentur, 1 
non Ita absurd! sunt; preesortim quum vix dubitari possit, quin arx Athe¬ 
na rum sit intelUgenda. Ccrfco JEsohylue sic Sept, ad Thobos 803, dixisse 
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C/tJ 

SL th i S ll S ?°n hei l il c T JSeCrated ’ 38 onc may certainly con¬ 
it dense flo l cks V of wingeTniSt^al’es^ 0 ^ - V ' hiIe ' Vithin 

ww w toj, a, 7 Lb» »po^fiS .r e, £ 

thou hast travelled onwar d a long way for an old man 
£t' t Th Tt tb i Gn ’ and take care of th e blind. 

■ izlrt 1 ”“ d ”°f k «"r a*. 

Ant That it i« A til * me were we have halted ? 

I donot. 8 AthenS at any rate I know, but the spot 

S' bS^iSm-^ 1CaSt 6V v ry wa >’ farer told us. 

s' ^ss.taac * w 

“S* *•j~ w «„ 5* 1 “* *- “ 

St'. S n^w prfse h n?- e T a ? and ^ uick ia motion ? 
able for thee to say Sit ? : and whatever is season- 

CEd. Friend wH V ’ here 18 the man. 

both on her own behalf mineSa^’tb^ 0 USCS sight 

guide opportune for us to tell us thatch U u*, COme a 
uncertain—_ s mat about which we are 

reti » »nn 

not pious to set foot ’ ™ ° CCU P lest a s P«t whereon it is 

debated ? ^ 13 ^ Sp0t ? to which of the gods is it 

goddesses possesl it, ^aughters^Earth 614 !Tt\ the awful 

prayer ? e migat bearing it, worship in 

Cot* The all-seemg* jEimipniriQi it , 

° Gmdai the P e opIe here at least 

Yidetar trr£-v £t ^ 7r vt>vor-” T?™ ^ 

Jr Atfaensp; and up to thA kJJ ^ ^ Is n S ht > for Colonus is 

S^eTbv^ ? n rock to the sonth^f^ the greater P ar t of the 
fiyli ^ T»r^ 6 S *^ e the most aneipTi#- *■ 1 ^ as proved, says Thucv- 

A,h ™- T «--w»^ 

«>^?3KS. , sgr2 t a “ 

isaimioa convinced tw .T 1 ? 010 charac- 
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■would call them: but other names are in other places in 
esteem. 

QEi>. But O that they would but kindly receive their sup¬ 
pliant— then may I no more remove from my seat on this 
their soil. 

Con. Nay, wliat is this ? 

CEd. The watchword of my destiny. 

Con. But I too lack boldness without the city's warrant 
to dislodge thee, at least ere I shall communicate to them 
what I do 1 . 

CEd. Now for the love of heaven, stranger, disdain me not 
a wanderer such as this, the boon I ask of thee, to tell me. 

Con. Specify it, and tliou shalt not find thyself repulsed 

in scorn by me at least. 

Gin. But wbat place is this then* into which we have 
proceeded ? 

Con. Thou shalt hear and be acquainted with the whole 
amount of that which I know. This region is all hallowed; 
and the venerable Ncpturc possesses it* ; there too is the fire- 
wielding divinity, the Titan Prometheus: but for the place 
on which thou steppest, is is titled the brazen-paved cause¬ 
way of this land, defence of Athens: but the neighbouring 
lands claim proudly this the knight Colonus as their chieftain, 
and all bear his name in common being thus designated. 
Such is this account for tlice, stranger, not renowned in 
story, but rather by custom 8 . 

(Ed. Why, are there any dwellers in these said regions? 

Con. Ay, surely, even the bearers of this deity’s name. 

1 rt Spciv is Hermann's reading, after Reisigius, which makes the 
moaning much less obvious. 

3 4 ‘its master." Pausnnias speaks of altars in Colonus to equestrian 
Minerva and Neptune, and mentions an altar to Prometheus in the 
Academy, formerly a starting-place for those who contended in the game 
Xnu 7 rnSi^op(a t The scholiast says that there were brazen mines at 

Colonus. 

a «* n() t renowned in story, but rather among the neighbourhood. 
Brunch's idea is very different, u non famft magis quam ipso usu nota/' 
which if it be adopted, the sentiment may ho referred to Athens in general; 
which 14 ix6vt) riov vvv Aicoric Kpdffow iff irtIpav £pKeren” Thucyd. 2. 

Xu,_I j lttV e followed the Scholiast and Reisig. But since the stranger 

-pointed to the statue of Colonus near at hand, it is probable that he fllso 
alludes to the presenco of their chieftain among them, (*6vov must of 
course bo supplied with Xdyotc. B* 
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people": D ° CS ^ ° n ° 8TOy them ’ ° r is tho au ^orit;y in the 

n%' c ,partsare " ovcrnccl by the king in the eitv. 

O.n. But who is he pre-eminent both in right and power 5 

ce.^on 8 namC 15 Theseus ’ offc Pring of iEgeus liispredei 

9 :n ‘ }X?“ Id an - v ono of you go to fetch him ? 
to come" 1 3 V1CW t0 Wbat ’ t0 Speak t0 him ’ <* induce him 

<hi). t hat lending a little aid lie may reap a great train 
sightless hehig p 1 " 1 * AvaBttt *° caa there be at the hands of a 

them D aUc^Kd WOrdS ™ ** speak ’ ™ ** speak 

against failure ? since"1obll aftl 1 um' to” * hls } ca ? c to S u; ird 
m thy condition. Tarry here even’ where S f V °’ 8ave 

uot those in the city and r™„! t , 51 l , hlS P lacc bore, 

at least will determine’ whether it be ^ thlS ‘ l or they 
go thy way back again ° r thce to remai », or 

St He I 1 " 1 ' 1 S ’ ka \ the str »nger quitted us ? 

^ ias w ^erefore thou mavst nH/m t • 

peace, my father, since I alone am'bT^ CVer y^g m 

UiD \ c reverend powers of dread c 

have this day inclined me to the sent« ^c P ’ f ° ra « m uch as I 

country, be not ungracious to Phcebus and°to th ° 6r f m this 

to me, when he foretold those numerous ill of™ 6 ’ "" 110 ? mke 

respite in a long lapse of time Ihen T J 11 min °’ ° f this 

boundary-land, where I should obtain houId arriTe a t the 

hospitable shelter from the venerable d^ VT P l aCe and 

here turn the goal of my wearisome ! *? ’ that 1 should 

gam to my hosts®, but rum to mv rl.v ^ lstcnce > dwelling as a 

. ‘ “ Frustra snnt ’ ec Z a dlsmis sers, thrus°t me 

Elmsleius. Nam sana est Vlr0rUm ’ ^ uas commemoravit 

enda: a c hbrorum scriptara, qu* sic est“cdn 7 

scarcely satisfect,,,/ I think Herm —This seems 

sense: ‘• wherefoJshould he nW "‘f ^ t0 These ^ in tW s 

- o,af) Thj- • .";. come > wfa at bidding? w hat arranein>r>’> la 

3 Such is surely thT«» r a f nn S note ‘ <Ed ’ 

«ravra roi rc^ yitivoi ^ words KkpSr, pev oUr,- 

S under are not happy in their defence 
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forth : but that signs as pledges of these things should visit 
me, either earthquake or some peal of thunder, or flash of 
Jove's lightning, I am sure then that it cannot he but 
that faithful omen from you hath brought me home by this 
my present journey to this grove; else had I never wending 
on niv way encountered you the first: X sober, you a\ erse to 


wine*; nor had I seated me on this hallowed unhewn scat. 
]3ut grant me, yc goddesses, according to the oracles of 
Apollo, at length some accomplishment and final close of life, 
unless I seeniT to you too debased for this, I perpetually a 
slave to hardships the extremost man can hear. Come, yc 
sweet daughters of primeval Darkness, come, thou Athens of 
all citiofe the most esteemed, assigned by fame to lkdlas the 
mightiest, compassionate this woc-begonc phantom of a man 
in (Edipus; for indeed this is not my original frame. 

Ant. Be silent, for there arc now wending hither some 
personages advanced in years, to take sur\cy of thy lesting- 

place, 

(Ed. Yes, silent I will be, and do thou guide my footsteps 
secretly out of the road to within the gro\c, until X shall 
have ascertained from these what words they will utter: for 
in such knowledge is centred wariness of action. 

Ciiouus. Look out, who, I wonder was he? where abides 
? where is lie, having hurried from this place, of all men, 
ay, of all the most reckless? Enquire for him, spy lum out, 
look for him everywhere 2 . A vagrant, some vagrant is the 
old man, and not a native, or he would never have trespassed 
on the untrodden plantation of those invincible \iigins, whom 
we tremble to name, and pass by without a glance, without a 

of the phrase ottuXv oUnmv oUtiv KtpSaXlav, especially as «c^»| 

may he put for jupiWitfC* Hermann reads otV.V«vr«, which seems 
harsh. I cannot help thinking that ovpitravTa is ,tho true reading, 
** wafting agnhi of profit.” Cf. <Ed. Col. f»95. aXirnwmi' tear opth\v 
ovntartc. In /TChcIi. Pers. f>02, I think obphtv rv X V C means: ‘ to waft 
a prosperous breeze,” and that rb X 7 K is not to bo taken with Zatpova. 
Kavip. Andr. f>K>. «XX W# rt ravry ci>v tftpovijp bnovptaa^ In lroeln 

827, wo have tct4Tititpf<Cttv intransitive. ( ,, 

i << averse to wine.” * Wine was never used in the sacrifices 


offeree 


:c 


the Furies. Hence the Chorus, in enjoining (Kdipus to pro- 
pit lain the goddesses, expressly command him, irpoa^ptiv not 

to present wine.* Dai.k. 

Hermann reads irpocircirOoi*, \tvv<xe vw, trpot- 


^ ** Knquire for him. 
itQKov navrax 
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sound, without a word, uttering- in silence tire language of 

levciential thought alone, but whom now there is a talc* that 

one lias come in no wise reverencing, whom I lookin<>- round 

the whole sacred precincts cannot learn where he can possibly 
be staying*. 1 J 

(Jin. Here am T, that man; for by the voice I see, as is 
tiie byword 1 , ’ 

Alas ! Alas ! fearful to see, fearful to hear 
CTin. Pray you look not on me as lawless. 

Ch. Now Jove protect us ! who can the old man he ? 

, . • p? n ° moan * oue to congratulate on his fortunes 

being of the first order, ye guardians of this land. Nay, I 

mince it; for else had 1 not been creeping thus bv li<dit of 

“ oJ 10 A ln 1U, ° T nl ; llor ’ Pulley, been leaning on the slender 2 . 

, - , H " . Alas • aas • an( t 'vast thou blind of eves from thv 

methinks^ But 2 y w* gKWn ° kl iu this ''-retched life, 
never add to them ’t! ' l“ rt can hel P thou shalt 

tiSmssest • W K ^ C ' U '** *‘ for thou trespassest, thou 
1 es P as&e , s>t > hut beware thou stray not into this silent 

ss tsi: lin &i d b f a “v, 1 *** 

thou welt; remote thee “ a'iP'’'” •Shnger, beware 

parley iu eouyereatfou with 

CL Bgclilx Stratsg'Grn . 37 Act i so 1 £ * - t* 

‘^tSaSXrsLX! “ ^ » A ‘5 £ ” B . wal - 

Bnmrlc > ^ T e kjiL (T f ilK P ct G> find quotes v. 750 f74d 7 

- ™ nck *) Hermann paraphrases the passage thiiQ- « c; y V * (/40-7. 

infortunatissimus: aliter enim non its alienomm ope ocul^,,™ ° pr P fecto 
et exigui muneris causa, ciui ma#m n« str„ c • • P - oculorurn venissem, 

constitissem.” The contrast rlvii ^ 6 lnsi S ms sum, hoc in portu 
lation) being to a general^ “^!“ e8 X accordi .“g *? the t^ns- 

^fUKpote, as it stands, to Antisone TIip ,u r .‘° unppopuecy in applying 

appearance is certainly most pathetiT and “n°tho° “ aIld h ' s daughter’s 
for the difference between thrL i' ‘ m tho , “anner of Euripides; 

knowledge of the mea^but theiS^TtL 10 ‘T* ^ the * 

his helpless condition rf °[ h . is , h ° 1 f :s > ®«ipus allude! to 

and speaks to a loftier impulse 7 as in »lw ed, ,.^ e °P ens loftier views, 

have remained content with the first effect audltor * Eurl pides would 

to indicate a fe^on tte ^St^the Cho^^st j^^ PP ° si “S the se words 
them. 1 “ e Chorus lest CEdipus should not hear 
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bited precincts for a spot where all are permitted, then speak; 

but before that refrain thee. 

(En. Daughter, to what opinion may one come ? 

Ant. My father, we needs must behave ourselves as the 
citizens do, yielding where it needs, and obeying. 

(Ed. Now then take hold of me. 

Ant. Even now I touch thee. 

(Ed. Strangers, let me not be wronged for trusting to 
thee 1 , in quitting my station. 

Cm. Never fear that any one shall ever carry thee from 
these abodes, old man, against thy consent. 

(En. Forward, then ? 

C'n. Go further on. 

(Ed. Still? 

Cn. Lead him, damsel, farther on, for thou understandest 
us. 

Ant. Nay follow, follow me thus with unwary 3 foot, my 
father, by the way I am leading thee. 

J *. 4 *. *■ * * * 

Cn. lie solve thee 3 , poor sufferer, strange in a strange land, 
to detest whatever the city holds by nature odious, and what 
is welcome to it to respect. 

(En. Do thou now, my child, lead me, that we may at 
once, adopting a pious course, be partly speakers, partly 

listeners, and not war with necessity. 

Ch. Hero, no farther move thy foot beyond this terrace 

firm os rock. 

(En. Thus ? 

Cn. Enough, ns thou lienrcst. 

(En. Must I bo seated here ? 

Cn. Yes, edgeways on the end of the stone, bending short. 
Ant. My father, this is my duty, see thou quietly adjust 

fliy step by my step— 

(Ed. All me, ah mo! , , , . „ 

Ant. Leaning forward tluno aged body on my friendly 

hand. 


• "to thee.” Speaking to the Coryphocus now, to the Chorus before, 
a It is better to take duavpv k,o\ V for “cicco with Wander, than for 
.< infirmo ” with Unlock. Cf. Virg. Ain. vi. 30, ” ewea regens filo ves¬ 
tigia.” B. ,, n 

a So in Latin, " Aude, hospes, contcmnero opes. B. 
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W° e is me for my grievous calamity! 

Ch. Unfortunate, now that thou yieldest 1 , tell us who of 
men art thou? who art thou, who thus rife of mise“w art led 
about ? what country should I leam by asking to be 'thine • 
(Ed Strangers, i have no countiy, but do not— 

Ch What is tins thou warmest me against, old man ? 

CEd. Do not, do not, do not ask me whom I am nm- 
examine me with further question. m ’ 1101 

Ch. What is this ? 

CTId. Horrible is my generation. 

Ch. Speak it. 

eluId ’ 9 h mc ’ what am I to say ? 
fathersIwe aS ° f " iat MtraCtio “ ,h °" “«• O stranger, by the 

chM ?' ° h * " °° ‘ S “ C! " llat "' iU become of me, mine own 
past”' T<i11 the “’ S “ Ce th0u art ind “i come to the utmost 

2?°' vlTl 1 WiI1 , teI1 * , for 1 IlaT0 ■>» menus of concealing it 
ffin K„ 7 a l0ng wMe ' but m^e baste. ° ' 

S o ! Z y 0 e “ y 80,1 of Lalus ? 
ota",'gt'r of the ? 

The lost (Edipus ? 

Ch . And art thou he ? 

to”’ Alas?f aIarm6d '' hat 1 «y- 

tEi>* Ah wretched me 1 
Ch. Alas! 

g presently befaU us ? 

promisedst? ° W " lU th ° U make g° od that which thou 

has been the^rst^outmo-ed D ° T f ° r that in which he 
matched against other deceits: ° 1 ^, aka t e ’ ku t on e deceit 
not pleasure. But do thou a ^ S the / celin g of pain, 

’ S “ m an ° U,CaSt fr ™ *cse 

the Chords, th h"HemTm. ” b! I “™ bee " maJ ' “to one, and assigned to 
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abodes, again in banishment from this my land hmry away, 
that thou attach no further trouble to my countoj. cannol 

, ^ r the nresence of this my blind father, when ye hear the 
confession of ' m beha lf of my father alone 

show pity to wi etched me nn w ith eyes not 

implore, implore you loo^m } ^ blood', that 

sightless, as one that is clcaily <*F^ r ^ 5 ^ ^ a god 

the unfortunate may meet uitb l -1 accord the unlooked-for 
do hapless we depend but com , dear to thee, 

favour, I beseech thee by a that h om hj u Ust 

be it child be vt wdb,bef»p A “““W who, if . higher 
not Avert tnon to seaicn, ^ 

Hz TyZ “S 

l2“n ? s ce«e ,ve could not speak a word 

be &1 d - t at in rt S 

report that ''”“^tXa«n,tLTsteXc is’Splble of 

delirering dlfc: ye meu who, 

to aid lnm, and jot to , then for di'ivins: me 

having moved me r°mi e S ^J ? ’ For gurely it i s not at my 

away, temfiod at a n dccds> siuce in good truth my 

person at least, no J •, .i done 3 , if I am compelled 

deeds bave ^^^r^dTtter-. fate, on Uch 
to speak to thee ot mj mom ^ j knQW m well . And 

account ye are scared at ^ ^ Sllffcring retorted, so 

yet how am I by m sness I had not even thus been 

that had. one i m j come to where I have come m 

ignorance, but by th f doomed to destruction. For 
knowing what thej did, u d strangers, as ye 

icni^f,;"p.eskvc £e. And do not, re- 

, Hermann W ^ 

is made to the Chorus as to parents.^ ^ ^ # ^ 

Thus Leai. j^ ore sinned against than shining. 
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verenemg the gods, thereupon make the gods of no account 

that they no less look on the impious, but that never vet W, 
whose grace^rkT tif. maQ amon » men irreligious : with 
Athens by truckling™ unholy plettes^fut atT^Tl 

vs j~ d “ 

thy fellow-townsmen. d But when ad Y auta S? to ^ese 

be that is your chieftain, shall be nresent'the^’^nTT llC 

basely. ’ 1 “ the lutenm ’ b 7 a® means do thou 

uttered ify thee 6 old'man • 1 foh° b ? aWG , d &t the senti ments 

light words: but I am intent S Z° ' Spedfied in no 

take cognizance of these matters. ' ° pllUCCS oi our lau<i 

country f Ud WhGre ’ Stran ^ ers ’ he that lords this j-our 

hhher\°"^ 

^C^h 6 ^ g d ’ ^ ba ^| himself 6 should^come ^ai^me ? " 

name is. y6 ’ §1 ’ eat 7 S °’ at least wHen he shall hear what thy 
<Ed. But who is he that will tell him this ? 
are wont to g c£uM^ 

Wkh ^ Pe t ed from ab °ve) \vvdr f-"' 5 ™ S ’ ° iv (PporZv 

P* 561 6 W ^? e rea soning we may co p* received by Wunder* 

s P e aking of Diagoras: dSucnfhZ Em ,P ir * «dv. Phys. ix. 

PI ZVEKa TOVTOV 7TaQ6vTOC tiff) ^ ^ V7r O TtVOQ i7riOpKTj(TaVToe Kai 

rerum inw abricius : ^ ^ 

ruant.” q ® r ° r: tolIunt ur in ’altum '°Z ** cullnina 

* Donaldsonoutfe If' i g ’ 369 > s M- ^ ^ SraVi ° re 

^ B . “» toap„ 80n , ^ theSrieStt'”?"' 
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will come; for much, old man, does thy name spread amongst 
all, so that even if he he slumbering, at his leisure, hearing 
of you he will come hitherward in haste. 

(Ed. But prosperous may he come both for his own country 
and for me: for what good man is not his own friend 1 ? 

Ant. O Jove, what shall I say, whither turn my thoughts, 
my father ? 

CEd. Nay what is it, my r child Antigone ? 

Ant. I see a woman drawing nearer to us, mounted on an 
iEtnean steed 2 , while on her head a Thessalian cap shielding 
her from the sun encircles her countenance. What shall I 
say ? Is it ? Is it not ? or do my senses wander ? I both 
affirm it, and deny, and know not what to say. Ah unhappy! 
It is none else; with a bright glance she hails me by the eye 
as she draws near, and gives .proof that this is plainly Ismene 
in person and none other. 

CEi>. How saidst thou, my child ? 

Ant. That I behold my child and my sister, but this 
moment thou mayest discover her by her voice. 

Ismene. Oh double salutation of a father and a sister to 
me most delightful, how, having hardly found you, can I in 
the next place for sorrow hardly look upon you! 

CEd. My child, art thou conic ? 

Ism. Ah, father, distressful to look on! 

CEd. My child, and dost appear 3 ? 

Ism. Aye, and not without trouble to me. 

CEd. Embrace me, my daughter. 

Ism. I clasp you both together. 

(Eb. Ah l seed of a common stock 

Ism. O sadly wretched family! 

(Ed. Meanest thou of her and me 

Ism, And of unfortunate me the third. 

(Ed. My child, but wherefore hast thou come ? 

Ism. From precaution on thy account, my sire. 

(Ed. From a longing to see me ? 

■> 

1 (Edipus says this in allusion both to himself and to Theseus. Simi¬ 
larly the Psalmist, " As long as thou doest good to thyself, men will 
speak well of thee.” 

« For the excellence of the Sicilian horses see Pindar’s odes to Hiero 
of Syracuse, whom he calls founder of -dStna. ... D 

8 I need hardly observe that vac hears a present signification. B. 
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I^r. les, and for a message besides, myself the bearer 

with the only one oi our domestics whom I had faithful to 
me. 

G’jD. But the young men thy brethren, where were they 
lor the toil : 

deeds! They are Whcre thcy orc - Dilc arc their present 

Q-: 1). O they in all things to the manners of Eo- VI)t likened 

m nature and in the breeding of lile'. For thm he males 

f" 1,1 “doors working at the loom, while their consorts always 

au piocuimg the means of support raised out of doors- but 

they whose proper care it was to take this trouble oft'’your 

Kinds, my daughters, are keeping house at home like maidens 

vhile you m their room weary yourselyes in relief of n v 
miseries, wretch that I am. One of you *i,„ \ 

she left off the nurture of a child, and acquired strem”f 
rame. perpetually, to Her sail fortune, wanderin'Sme 

barefooted through the wild forest, and toiling, poo l 

through many a storm and many a scorchim- s, ns l.f t li 
holds but secondary the comforts , lf V ' , 1 aT ’ dlu 

if her father ea„ bo' matSIl ])« Zi h ? me - 
fore hast come forth without the Thebans’ nrivif 1 i l clc . to ‘ 

this mortal moulded smodest u„ ,nv t™} 8 ** touching 
when I was beino-emotPfl ^ 151 ^ protectress 

"bnt tidings bringing t0 ,b v f ,™lcr °on Z '*T ng,lin 
comest not empty-handed at least this T wo ll i * 1 0 t ? lou 

out conveying to me some alarm 1 kU °"'’ n ° r with ' 

in Egm,°a7oscfrom S 1 'wish 'to pe^eS^te'me" 1 '' Prevalent 

Croesus to his conqueror Whatever^" S1D11 r T to that recommended by 
went of that land^it hal^ bee^ suffident^“ato^d T*-** 
condUion of the women in E-pV^r cenr,,^ 7‘" C ^ by the dt ? ra ^d 
ture chess to have been inve„te,l 7 ^ o ? 1>ast ' ° ne might conjec- 

Talence of the ancient m~ bl Tt for the h ! f duri ”g «« p“- 

to ir.vent.ons of the sort, who morLver ff O® 7 ° f the L y di “s 

specimen, were much on a par with their L°^ r ' ha e may be ^en as a 
consequence. P their southern neighbours in female 


P 
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Ism. The hardships I underwent, my father, seeking for 
thv abode, where thou wert inhabiting, I will pass by and 
omit; for I have no wish twice to be pained, both in the 
suffering them and again anew m the recital, Put the mis¬ 
chiefs which now environ thy two luckless sons, to signify 
those to thee have I come. For ere while their strong desire 
was both to resign the throne to Creon, and not to pollute the 
city, when they reasoned over the calamity of their birth of 
old,’how it had fallen on thy hapless house; but now from 
some one of the gods, and from their wicked spirit there has 
arisen between them trebly wretched an evil feud, to seize 
upon the sovereignty and kingly sway. And the younger 
and inferior in time of birth deprives the elder born Polynices 
of his throne, and has expelled him from his country. Put 
he, as is the prevailing rumour amongst us, haying retired in 
exile to the vale of Argos, is attaching to him both a new 
connexion and armed friends confederate , as if Aigos weic 
forthwith either to surpass the Cadmeian plain in glory, or to 
exalt it to heaven. This is no sort 2 of words, my father, but 
fearful facts. Thy troubles, however, in what way the gods 

will commiserate, I cannot learn. 

(Ed. Why, hadst thou yet a hope that the gods would 

take any thought for me, that I might at length be sa\ed? 

Ism. Yes, that have I, from the present oracles at least, 

my father. , . , 

(Ed. Of what nature these ? and what has been prophesied, 

my child ? 

Ism. That thou 3 wilt one day be an object of search to the 
men of that land both in death and life, for their own safety s 


(Ed. But who could derive any benefit from such a one 
as I ? 

Ism. ’Tis said that on thee depends their power. 

(Ed. Why then, when I no longer am, then it seems I am 

a made man. 

1 Euripides, on the contrary, makes Eteocles the elder, and is supporte 

sort,” contemptuously: “ ye shall be slain all the sort of you. 

3 “ That thou.” Hermann complains here of a want of judgment in 
the poet, in having excited his hearers to the expectation of seme new 
oracle, when about to produco nothing more than they were already 

informed of by OEdipus* 
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"° w “” •* *“ MW > "*“• before »°" a-y 

P “ lftT faTOUr *° up “ "SO «» -ho m 

iht,H’ , B n a f ul T 1, ho "'° Ter ’ that Crcon > on account of these 
things, will shortly come, and in no long time. 

, • ,,-f ° do "bat, m y daughter :—tell me. 

l,.. r *i 10 ? , t . hee near tho Cadmeian land, that they miv 

but ~ 

Uv;- i k 1 i at t : li< 5 is v t3l “'° fl0D } mc Iving at their gates? 
with danger*. depmcd of just rites threatens them 

byhis'mJulralTeSel 1 * * ^ ^ mi S ht lcam this at least 

you near°th o land? nof ^ere you mar be ^ t0 plaCe 

£*■ g? t c hr d n ;r hr r! r in S 5 > 

Is*. ITtis therefore shall at some ^e t^T^a^ 10 ^ 
the sons of Cadmus. 6 D heavy woe to 

CEd. By what circumstance arising, my child > 
pJeh M r;. Ey ^ Wrath3 > ^ -tafd at thy S e- 

relate it, my chadT^ 0111 llCanDK wpat y° u pronounce, do you 
the IS Delph™“h^e. SCDt t0 C ° mUlt the S ods ’ returning from 
upon met” 11 ^ Pll0Dbu8 declared these things to depend 

Tali^lt^' ne^kdlretur'ffi^nar 0 ”^ T'™ si ^ ificare videtur. 
“ on *h. “*c tamen eu m in paWS,^’ “*“*** Jhebani ab oraculo 

r^of J- T*"-° a ^ mi P s«r o rSj 0lebant - J Hoc consta t e v. 4ft7. 

Cb - V\Vi«. JBn. L 94 B P ^ ture ln a foreign land, cf. ^Esch. 

An aUnsioQ is ma/lp - 

inctoiy IS of coon, promised to theTthL?;! Atta SL b y * he Thebans; and 

“deed, abounds with instances of '• T** whole of ‘his play. 

The poet knew Us countrymen - f* d - Sut ! llar Presages of triumph. 

easily captivated with B “°., people , “ the world were ever more 

“Uy; or more croduloCTjalX w^ ^7°“ *** 

“mmmy, when it attached to an individual. 

F 2 
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Ism. So they say, who have come to the plain of Thebe 1 . 

G^n. Which then of mv sons heard this ? 

*. 

Ism. Both alike, indeed; and well do they fully know it, 

Qvn. And yet did these basest wretches, when they heard 
this, place the kingly power before the regret of me r 

Ism. I grieve to hear the intelligence ; but still I bear it. 

CKd. But may the gods never quench to them this fated 
strife 2 : and with me may the issue rest concerning this com- 

7 a 4 S - 1 

bat in which they now engage, and uplift the spear : so should 
neither lie who now holds the sceptre and throne remain, 
nor he who has gone forth ever return again to the city. 
They, at least, neither retained nor defended me, their pa¬ 
rent, thus with loss of honours driven out of the country; 
but expelled I was sent away by them, and was proclaimed 
forth an exile. You may say that the city then reasonably 
vouchsafed this gift to my wishes. No, in truth; since on 
that very day, when my spirit boiled, and it was sweetest to 
me to die, and to be stoned with stones, no one appeared to 
gratify this desire; but when, after a lapse of time, all my 
griefs were now mellowed, and I had learnt that my anger 
had rushed forth too severe an avenger of my former sins, 
then at length, after long stay, the state indeed drove me by 
force from the land: but they, offspring of a father, and able 
to aid a father, were unwilling to do it; and, for want of a 
small word 3 , I wandered abroad an exile and a beggar. But 


1 When the noun is in the singular, it must be understood as meaning 
the nymph Thebe, and is thus most poetically and correctly rendered. 

2 The curses which (Kdipus imprecates on his sons throughout this 
play, arc bitter and strong, and perhaps we might odd unnatural. He is 
what Dr. Johnson would have called “a good hater:*'—stem and im¬ 
placable, he seldom or never forgets his wrongs, und seems to feel, like 

Lear— 

** How sharper than a serpent's tooth it is 
To have ft thankless child.” 

■The cause of this may perhaps he found in the ingratitude with winch 
Sophocles was treated by his own children. We are told by Cicero, 
that this very play was written at the time that his sons presented a peti¬ 
tion to court to have him removed from the management of his own affairs 
on account of idiocy. The poet's whole defence consisted in reading this 
splendid production; and ho was not only acquitted of the charge, but 
applauded to the skies. Happy the poet that lived amid such a people; 
and happy the people that could boast of such a poet! 

* That Is, for want of a small word spoken by his sons in his defence. 
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from these two, who are virgins, as far as their nature permits 

the earth, and the offices of kffidrerl rf’ and 

to a father, choose to <?wiv thvn a ^ ose ’ 111 preference 

it o'er the WTb.1 SL, « 5ui‘S^’-* nd *° M 

ally, nor shall ever any eniovment of +h ^ 0 am me as an 
come to them. This I know both 1 ^ em P lre of Cadmus 

this girl, and also reflecW unon - th<3 ° racles 

which Phoebus erst accomplished 16 ancien * predictions; 
person 1 . Therefore letTem Sth o” 6 7 mine 
out, and whosoever else isnaw^L ^ 1 '^ to Search me 
oh strangers, are willing to deLLl me* ' f? x rf ?° U ’ 

awful goddesses, who pretide o'er yourp-ople ^™ -ii *** 
cure a mighty saviour to this citv oL7 1 1 11 ’ y wlU P ro ~ 
Ch. Thou art indeed worthy 3 ( J-Vli,^ oub lcs to my enemies, 
self and these thy daughter” • • ^ us ’ P 1 ^ hoth your- 

s.lf in ik T 

recommend to you what is expedient 1 ™ sh to 

form everythffig 8 *’ mteipret 14 to m e, as now about to per- 

yoS^^aTwW^Sir, *° '? 0 “ divinife *» whom 

Ch. First bi^ tc 3 ,il ^ gei ' S ; instruct 

fount, touching them with holy hands r ° m the 6VC1 flowIn & 

«»d double haudLTiS^Lf ^ 

In this interpretatipn I follow Brunek On . , „ 

it sometimes bears of irpuyua res and fliers take t-rrog i n the meaning- 

wouIhT-o , , Glantln S the sins of fEdinus tn t V ° n account of a 

isss b ' d ““ - 

PR& r H rr;: 

e/ioii wore ,5 V . “,-j Strues . the Words thus: to. r, * ?~ th > T £ 

et per me quas Phu-bus' nV^° *V-° et * 1 ’ 1 J US audiens oracuia onnm^' ,! 'i^ 
absence of something betted T n ^ lqna ? d, ‘ctiones effeetum dedit ” .2“ °’ 

repeated from the s^Se beW “ndT^ a- P f ha P s - WeveSoli £ 

Bnt see Wunder. B. 1 ' d has d,s Placed the right word. 
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CEd. With boughs or threads? or in what way? 

Ch. Wreathing them with the new-shorn wool of a young 
lamb. 


CEd. Well;—but as to what remains, where is it fitting 
that I should accomplish it ? 

Ch. To pour the libations, turning* to the i*ising morn 1 . 

(Ed. Shall I pom' them from these urns you speak of? 

Ch. Three streams at least: but the last entire. 

(Ed. With what, having filled this, shall I offer it ?—Teach 
me also this. 

Cii. With water and with honey. Add no wine. 

(Ed. And when the earth with its dark verdure shall have 
drunk these? 

Ch. Placing in it tlirioe nine boughs of olive, with both 
hands, utter over them these prayers. 

(Ed. These I wish to hear, lor they arc of the greatest 


consequence. 


1 The practice of turning to the sun on solemn occasions, or even ad¬ 
dressing him as he rose, was a common superstition among the ancients, 
It is not exactly known what was the purport of this form; but it pro¬ 
bably originated in the religious grandeur of the scene, and the emotions 
excited in the breast of the votary by the visible presence of the god. 
Clytem nostra, in the Elcctra, goes forth to tell her alarming dream to the 
rising sun T oiavra rov napdvrvg, 'HXiy 

diiKvvfrt rovvap , IkXvop Ityyavfuvov* 

Cratinus also mentions it as a religious ceremony:— 

*Ayt tb) nabg tu) irpibrov aTrarrtov itfru, 

Kat \afiftave X € P a * ^tyaXijv, 

And in the Necyomantia of Lucian we are told by Menippus, that pre¬ 
paratory to liis descent to Hades, Mitlirobarzanes the Chaldean conducted 
him at day-break to the banks of the Euphrates, 7rp(it’ aimrkXXovra rbv 
jjXtov, pi)rriv nva ftctKp&P hnXkytov, Tr.—S o after a dream in Statius 

Theb, ix. G01, 

u Ergo, ut inane nefas morso ter orive piavit, 

Verbnque Bolticitas matrum solantia euros, 

Addidit, armateo ruit ad dclubra Dionee, 
lloro sub Eoi 


So in Xcnoph. Cyrop. vii. s. 3, Cyrus orders the camps to be pitched, 
irpbi* ftXiirovaav. Aohilles Tat. Isag. Arat. §. i. Jc ^ e Ig 

'Arpka rt)v tfyuoiv Avittybpu Xiytotr nag npoaicvvei bk tov a rptyovra 
jclncXov Jf\lov. Hence tlie sun is frequently invoked as a witness, ApuL 
Metam. 4. p. 8, and the apparition of the sun in a dream was a prosper- 
oub omen, Llbonias, T. if. Orat. xi. p. 344. Thue uIbo Ptolemy Philo- 
pdtev after a victory turned the elephants to the sun, that they might 
offer tlicir supposed odorutlon. jlSHnu, Hist. An. vii. 44. B. 
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Ch. As we call them the benevolent goddesses, that they 

may thus with benevolent hearts receive their suppliant in 

safety, do you yourself implore; or, if there is any other in 

your place, speaking inaudible words, nor making the voice 

heard afar. Then slow depart, without turning back. When 

you have done these things, I with confidence would stand 

by you; but otherwise, O stranger, I should fear concerning 
you. ° 

US 

in this 1 nd^ dau ^ ters ’ do y ou hear these stranger-dwellers 

Ant. We have heard; and do you command what it is fit¬ 
ting to do. 1 

CEn. By me the way may not be trodden; for I am defi- 

, want P ower and in the want of sight,—two 
evils. but let one of you, going, perform these things • fori 

am of opinion that one soul, if it be present with kindly 
feeling, will suffice m place of ten thousand in working this 
expiation But with speed do ye something; only W 

unassisted, nor at least without a guide. 1 

Ism. I go to perform it; but the place where I shall fWl 
the requisites, this I wish to learn. ind 

Ia tha jj Pf rt of this giove, O stranger maid• and if 
who wifi inform you ° & dweUer m the P la <* 

jodte a parent, it „ not fitting to beSt^Lnc Til £ 

s,!' “““ ft" Up. l«t ll.o S c of tl,e 
service to her father without ma J^ 1 ° the most Piece of 

herself for her exertiims fuSS about lt( and ^king credit to 

politeness, ^hey^wohld iavVrestr^ll 0 ^- “ mmon share of delicacy or 
seem already to have been thel f lon Smg s . especially as thev 

ject. There’^was ^ awkward^®^tly acquainted ^with the revolting sub? 

of Ismene; and they thought nerh a n^S^ er, OCcasioned b ? tbe departure 

tL» . dta»™ on .be aro i, ,be tSf"* 
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(Ed. What is this ? 


Ch. Concerning that sorrow which has arisen, wretched 
and ex trie able, in which you are situated. 

(Ed. Do not, kind friend 1 , by thine hospitality, lay open 
abhorred deeds. 

Ch. I wish, stranger, to hear correctly that report which 
has spread far, and nowhere yet ceased, 

(Ed. Woe is me! 

Ch. Acquiesce, I beseech thee, 

(Ed. Alas! Alas! 

Ch. Obey me, and I also [will obey you] as far as you 
require. 

CEd. I have endured, O strangers, the worst of ills: 1 
have endured them unwillingly, heaven knows; and of these, 
nought was of my own choice 3 . 

Ch. But to what are they to he ascribed? 

(Ed. The state bound me, all ignorant, in an evil union, 
in the accursed bane of wedlock. 

Ch. Didst thou with thy mother, as I hear, fill a bed that 
is horrible to name? 

(Ed. Oh me! these things, stronger, are death to hear; 
but these two from me— 


Ch. How sayest thou? 

(Ed. Daughters, yet twin curees 3 — 

Cir. OJovc! 

(Ed, Sprung from the throes of a common mother. 
Ch# And are they then thy daughters ? 

(Ed. And also their father’s sisters, of one blood. 
Ch. Woe! 



1 irlirov Is the elegant emendation of Botke, approved by Bind, and 
Wunder. B. 

a On the metrical and grammatical corruptions of these verses see 
Wunder. B. 

9 Vulgo ffaWec Mu f drat, Id Heatklus verti jusslt, fiUi vero dm 
to owa, Quem Elmsleius miratur non vidisse Alias iraldctQ, Alios autem 
&ra ah GEdipo nominarl. Ego utruraque mtror. Nihil enim istU inter* 
prefatlonibua Angi invenustius potest. Fillonim nulla hto montio. Ba, 
faqult, w mb tidttB sunt fllia quidsm dues, sod dues notem » Nompe et 
Ipioa Iflbem originls gerunt, et patri, qul genuit, opprobrk suqfc«_ It a 
hmo etlam Bruncklum intellexlsie puto. IlaTds recto dedlt BtaiitolUi# 
poritorque? quod nonnulll librl habent, dra, Hermann* > , ' 
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® D j indeed! returns of ills unnumbered 1 ! I have 
suffered things to be borne without oblivion. 

Cu. Tliou hast done. 

CEd. I have not done. 

Ch. Hom% pray? 

(Ed. I received a gift, which, would that I, wretched had 
never merited to win from the state. ’ ad 

murder^^PPy man, what then?—thou didst commit the 
£n°: JSife ? S ? a “ d What d0St thou "* 1 ‘ to learn ? 

S”' l£ou infficte<1 8ri*f on grief. 

(Ed. I slew,—but I have— 

Ch. What ? 

(Ed. Somewhat to justify me. 

Eh. Hoav? 

L-H. -Hut luther comes the king- the son 20 m, 

rs? to ^ & t’SbS'&ast 

I ? ” f ?T *"»• ** 

of Laius; and now on mv Int ft 1 ! C °? nised y° u ’ O son 

more fully know you; for both your garband^-on y ° U ’ / uft 
head show us who you are • J„- f ^ arb aud J 0111 ' ''vretched 

pus, I Wish to ask you what^unK? g T’ (Edi ~ 

1 a , / ’ Vbat su PPl!cation having to me or to 

MnS e r ' Scl 10 liastes <r W a- 
titudinex Tam multas significationesTaW^^^^ 0 ”^ Reisi S ius **U- 
ab hoc loco prorsus aliena est ut onfimf "r P °^’ ? ’ J . qUa . rU . m v!x ulIa 

- Tr '— 1 follow Liddel. See Lev CV . e ‘ Sere ^‘fficillimmn s it. 

2 This is according to Dindorfs^ k ;. Gr ',*7*f T TP»^- b. 

He aptly compares Eurip. Bacch «“ ** * <7rd ^ T l for 

sense ,s: he is here accordint b.' 454 P °™P “C ©Wj3«ff aou. The 

wh 3 I< *L hls presence was required, b” 1 * re T uest » ln order to do that for 
i.116 character Tii ^ . # ’ Df 

highly agreeable to the dtecenH re P res ® nt f d in a way that must have been 
of the most dieriified nT1 j n< iants of the people he ruled Hp ; c e n 
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the state, have you come, both you yourself, and she, the hap¬ 
less maiden by your side ? Inform me; it would be a dread¬ 
ful task you must mention, from which I would shrink ; since 
I myself at least know how a stranger, like you, I was reared 
abroad, and how in man's estate I struggled with the greatest 
number of dangers iu my own person, in the land of strangers. 
From no one therefore, who was a stranger, as you are now, 
would I turn away, so as not to assist in saving hinx 1 ; for I 
have known that I am a man, and that to me there is no more 
share in to-morrow’s day than to you. 

i/ 

CEd. Theseus, your generous spirit has displayed itself in 
a few words, so as to require me to say little: for you have 
declared who I am, and from what hither sprung, and from 
what land I came; so that nothing more remains to me than 
to say what I seek, and the tale is sped. 

Til. This very thing now teach me, in order that I may 
fully learn it. 

(Ed. I come to bestow on you, as a gift, this my wretched 
body, not goodly to the sight; but the advantages to be de¬ 
rived from it are of greater consequence than a fair form 2 3 * . 

Tii. And what good do you, coming, claim to bring? 

(bin. In time you may learn it, not at all at present. 

Tit. Why, in what time will your gift be made manifest? 

(Kd. When I die, and you shall become my burior. 

Tir. You ask the last offices of life; but the things Inter¬ 
mediate, you have either forgotten, or hold in no account. 

03 n. For there these are concentrated to me 8 . 

Tii. 11 ut in a trifle you ask this favour of me, 

(Ki>. Look to it, however; this contest is not trifling;—mo, 
by no means. 


1 Virgil had thin passage in view in his speech of Dido to ./Eneas i— 

** Me quoque per multos similis fortuna labores 
Jactntam, hue deinum voluit consistere terra. 

Non ignara tnuli, mieerts succurrcrc disco.” 

5 King Henry the Eighth, Act iv. sc. 2, 

“ O father Abbot, 

An old man, broken with the storms of state. 

Is oome to lay his weary bones among ye; 

Give him a little earth for charity 1 ” ]). 

3 ” In hoc enim uno, (b e* si mourn srpulturam curaveris,) rcliqua ilia 

continontur/' Musgrave* 
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Th. Whether do you speak of the affairs of your children 
or of me ? ’ 

(Ed. They would compel me to repair thither. 

Th. I^ut if they at least wish it, it is not crcditnhlc to vou 
to fly. > 

(Ed. But they, when I myself wished [to remain] did not 
permit me. J 

Th. 0 foolish man, anger in misfortune is not good. 

(Ed. When you have heard me, school me : but at presen 
bear with me. 1 

Th. Instruct me, for without judgment it does not befit 
me to speak, 

® D ' h ave suffered ’ 0 T1 ^seus, dreadful ills ou ills. 

T?’ Will you speak of the ancient calamity of your race ? 

talks of tifis “ trU&; SmCG cvcr y on e of the Greeks at least 

afflicted^ 1 ’ With What m bey ° nd the lot of man are y™ 

Tni E ^L ThUS i it iS . me; 1 was dl ’ iven h-om my land by 

all f Se ^l and 1S never permitted me, as bein«- the 

slayer of a father, to return again. & 

apS' ? H ° W ’“ truth ’ shouId the y sead &r you, so as to live 

(Ed. The words of heaven compel them, 
tfj I ^ r , ead “? ^hat suffering from oracles ? 

this landl h 18 fat6d ^ they should faU b y stroke in 
ffip A o d irf 0uId m /iuterestand theirs become hostile* 

belongs notfrSS »*?« 

all-powerful time confound. Tlic vigour of d-p t ° n 06 f 
decays, and the vigour of the body* decays feitlwr 1 

blown neXrtl r? ’ , the same 8 ale hath never at all 

state. ’ Por to someTdLr ^ T' t0 state to ^ards 

time, the things that a ro fi 8 F i7’ and others in after 

g that are sweet become bitter, and again 

teme^prjjter pSdium n^°- rCT0 ^ ent ®<«pum Thebani ita, at ille 

5 CEdipus, morTSr 0 nTin T™?* m 

place where he denounces the fall of h?!** 7 ’ “ ” ot i ^ ulte correct as to the 
some licence, and prophets some mystery! 5 bntl)0ets must be showed 



76 


(EDIPUS COLONEUS. 


616—647. 


friendly. And now if everything is prosperously tranquil to 
Thebes with you, infinite time will, in his course, beget an 
infinite number of days and nights, in which, from an insig¬ 
nificant cause, they will dissolve with the spear their present 
harmony of plighted right hands in that place where 1 my 
sleeping and cnscpulchred corpse, long cold, shall drink their 
warm blood, if Jove be still Jove, and Phoebus son of Jove 
be true. But as it is not pleasant to utter words that should 
be undisturbed 2 , permit me to go on in the way I have begun, 
only preserving your own faith, and you shall never say that 
you received (hdipus an unprofitable inhabitant of these places 
here, if the gods do not deceive me. 

Cir. O king, even before hath this man shown himself as 
about to consummate these, and such as these promises to 
this land. 


Tn. Who, in truth, would reject the kindliness of a man 
like this, to whom, in the first place, there is ever with us 
the common altar of our friendship of the spear? And next 
coining a suppliant of the goddesses, he pays no small tribute 
to this land and to me: which things revering, I will never 
east away the favour of this man; but, on the contrary, will 
give him a seat in the land. But if it is agreeable to the 
stranger to remain here, I will appoint thee to watch him 3 ; 


or if it 
(hdipus, 


is agreeable to go along with me, I grant you, 
deciding on one of these, to avail yourself of it; 



in that way I will coincide with you. 

GCn. O Jove, mayest thou bestow thy blessings on such 
men as these! 


Tn. Wlint then do you wish? to go to my palace? 

(hi>. [I would] if at least it were lawful to me: but this 
here is the spot— 

Tn. In which you will do what? for I will not oppose 


you. 

(hr>. In which I will conquer those who cast mo out. 

Tn. You would boast a great gift of your residence here. 


1 Heath, Elm sley, nud Hermann, translate iva in eo loco ubi, Schrefer 

alone considers it as denoting time, and not place. 

3 TAiclvtir* firt) is taken by some in the way I have given it, ns words 
of awful sanctity; by others, as meaning the fixed and unalterable oracles* 
B Addressing this iitf unction to tho Chorus* 
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CLn. If, while I accomplish it, there remain to you at least 
those things you promise. 

betray you C ° nfidcUt as to my P art > at least I will never 

a./Jath. 1 WiI1 1,0t hldCe<i plcdSG y ° U) like a ' vicked by¬ 

word.' Y ° U W0UW gain uothin S farther at least than by my 
tEn. How then will you act ? 

So. Hen wilf come 1 ! 6 principaUy P ossess ? 

Tii. But to these it will be a care. 

(i<D. Take heed leaving me. 

nv not tcach “ ie " i,at It befits me to do. 

0.1). I here is need to one who fears. 

1 * r * Aly heart does not fear. 

\ou know not the threats. 

will H * Manv > tliroats^ sha11 carry you benee against my 
but when the l mena ce many vain words in their ra-e 

And to them! ^n^the fh^tetTou 

say terrible things about taking ™ b COara S e S^cn to 

sea 1 hither will appear lono- and not ' 1 •^ n 1 ° W r hat the 

-if as: 

1 know 

w. .iShfcS 0 ,”"" 8 "’, 10 ,ho s ' ats » f *>>“ 

“«■ ^ jr‘ .sssaft^sr 

thPH er ' to 018 best seats of the land of n f ^ red ’ “ yhou hast come, O 
the editors of this play, has P thlS earth ‘ Elmsley alone of 

3 This is often T'?™* ‘ h f cons Action ndopted above? 

eeides that the epithet is rath.. * el , n S S^Y* ,f the silvery Colonus ” 

anj liberties which violate the lo^tT^th' 1 “ VPry bad taste to take 
natural picture to the eye. I l ty of the scene, and destroy the 
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ing the dark-hue d ivy and the leafy grove of the god, un¬ 
trodden, teeming with fruits, impervious to the sun 1 , and 
unshaken by the winds of every storm; where Bacchus the 
reveller ever roams attending his divine nurses 2 . And ever 
day by day the narcissus, with its beauteous clusters, bursts 

into bloom by heaven's dew, the ancient coronet of the 

* 

mighty goddesses, and the saifron witli golden ray; nor do 
the sleepless founts 1 of CVphisus that wander through the 
fields fail, but ever each day it rushes o’er the plains with its 
limpid wave, fertilising the bosom of the earth; nor have the 
eh oirs of the muses loathed this clinic; nor Venus, too, of 
the golden rein. And there is a tree, such as I hear not to 


havo ever sprung in the land of Asia, nor in the mighty 
Doric island of Pelops, a tree implanted by hand, of sponta¬ 
neous growth, terror of the hostile spear 4 , which flourishes 
chiefly in this region, the leaf of the pale gray olive that 
nourishes our young. This shall neither any one in youth 3 
nor in old age, marking for destruction, and having laid it 
waste with his hand, bring to nought; for the eye that never 
closes of Morian* Jove regards it, and the blue-eyed Minerva. 
And I have other praise for this mother-city to tell, the 
noblest gift of the mighty divinity, the highest vaunt, that 
she is the great of chivalry, renowned for the steed and 
famous on the main; fur thou, O sovereign Neptune, son of 


1 Lucan, PIiare* iii. 399, u Lnous ernt longo nunquam violatus ab sevo, 
Obscurum eingens con new is acra minis, Et gclidns alte summatis Solibus 
umbras, 99 13. 

3 The nymphs of Nyssa received the infant Bacchus after the death of 
Rem ole, and nursed him amid the mountains. There arc frequent allu¬ 
sions to this circumstance to be found in the poets. Thus Eurip. Cyclop. 4* 

Wpvfttt - 

NiyjjWvc dpdnc ^kXijtwv <p%ov TTpotyovt;. 

Ilyginus, Astron. Poet. lib. ii. 17.—“Liberum patrem--ut redder cut 

nutriribuH nyrnpbis." 

a Sophocles here avails himself of the poetical licence, at least if we 
may give credit in preference to the accurate Strabo: & fiiv K^/<r<n>c— 
yntuW)(Hn$iiQ t 6 irXkotJ, OLpav c ^ /uiourai r«X£wc. Tk.—B ut see 
Jjrunck. B. 

4 Even the Lacedemonians, in their ravages of Attica, spared this con¬ 
secrated tree, 

8 c, neither Xerxes nor Archidamus. See Herodot, viii 55, and Bei* 

tig's vote, B. 

0 See Uelsig. 13. 
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Saturn, hast raised her to this glory, having first, in these 
fields, founded the bit to tame the horse; and the well-rowed 
boat dashed forth by the hand, bounds marvellously thro ^h 

Nereis™’ ° ° U h^dred-footed 1 daughters °of 

T f ^ plain, highest commended with praises, now it is 
fitting for you o make manifest these brilliant eulogies 
Y And what new event is there, my child > 

o.«S he ‘ < ’• ° f °* W ’ “PProacW, near ns, not wi.h- 

goSsS^appelfr,"™; 1 ' 0 " 5 '°" -“t «* 

Ch. Be confident, the safety shall be present- for fT.mio-l, 
lam an old man, the strength of this land hath not growl 

indeed am an old man and T know thal° 1 

which, if any other in Greece is mio-h+1 * 1 C0IUe t ?, a Clt y 

sIse zl r, £.rrlf -£ 

s%i£:"sss; «rr ss re°,“ h \“"- ^"I s 

m as much as, if I were not ll lf I h f 6 1 most of aU ’ 
grieve more over your ^fl the basest of men, I 

being indeed a stringer and a'T^^f J ° U Unh: W’ 

the aid of a single attendant o- ^ anderer ’ and with 

sistence: whom I wi-etehed nex^ tf 111 want of life’s sub- 
, n . . ’ ChGd ’ never thought would have faUen 

hut that being fifty ^^umber^they^uste^d had 3 hundred feet, 

aUowance J 

iJ*-^ See W - d - B^ £lUy ’ “ ean ’ and 

‘nsidiouf C ing ’ £ ^ £vt7 f The e^th“ “* jrr^c for 

h c e r r m ; P te t nt r ^ zssszts 
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into so much of misery, as hapless she has fallen, ^al i y 

such an a<-e, vet not having experienced wedlock, but the 

nrev of every one who meets her to ravish. II.ixc n 
„,cn. O m«craMc man that mn, ntc B «t. for it is 

against yon, o ; ^ exposed to the view, 

rlnvou now O Uiklipus, bv the gods of our countij , oIk > nv 

me conceal them ha n bidding friendly farewell to this 
and homes of >om ^"I 'f it bat vour city, at home, may 

city, foi s u more°revered being of old your nurse. 

W1 ?ih, iP: Oh thou who dares t everything, and who from every 
u,n. v/ii -t device whv do vou attempt 

pist spec en second time, wish to catch 

these things and "hy do ^o . ^ whcn For for¬ 
me in iv la siekenin 0 ' with domestic evils, when it 

mcrly, when I _ ‘ JJ ed from the land, you were not 

was agre'ca ° favour to my wish: hut when already I 

was satiated with mv , < mQ out an d cast me forth ; 

days in my home, th > ^ b means dear to you. 

r, tl :* ”»" ith 

nil it, ]n'ople, yon nUempt to d,ng nm nwny. 

propnsn.K hnvsh nn ,n _ ^ their will ? ns if nny 

pleasurc stlKtolo 1 1 h " shouUl gnl „t nothing. nor 

one to J ou, pressing hin<r V our mind satisfied with 

"■lint yon -'XSide ' not "von obtain this a vain 

V- ? . »“ h ; ”S ev,l' ;,nd t., thot also will I toll it 
word good, hut • y ou comc to take me away, not 

that I may prove \ - • but that you may place me 

that you may conduct inch , m ./ y bo f vee d to you 

by your borders, IUU . j * d Those things are not granted 

t‘> you: Wjgrjfc S -- it is^ulmitted to.obtain ut 

least so great a P oltl | f illt . (lairs of Thebes than you. 
not then conceive hi t them from more un- 

Much better, sure, inasmuch as i near 
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s&ts- iz jggstevr j °'» "ko b 

kmoh tongue, doughtiness ; but P by your '"net 

more harm than safpf-v t*,,* r J v , j ou got 

thus persuade you, go, und suffer us to "live here -^for n'°t 
erenfctng thus, shall we live unhappily, if we ’arfcoT 

Ck. Whether do you deem in vmn. _ , 

ab.?£ p^ade 0S tgg&SSiti?’ U “ “*>“ 

, ■ u - xou are powerful m tono-ue * imf t , 

a just man, who makes a -rood J , . kncw 

Ca. It is a different thin? £ 5 out of everything, 
things opportune. ^ speak much, and to speak 

the^Snt 5 y ° U bm,Mh tWng, both briefly a „d to 

likethatta you mth ’ *° “ feust there is a miud 

" e - 

y0 iito S T7 re ,° l'"" 1 ' friends—if evei I t,“e $ ho 

-S ^ Wk> “ M “ ■«** the^i?^ m y 

®»-'TOh w&'Srfted™:™ “ S ;, y0U sW1 ,8ri^*- 

wV f'u anc!ent superstition was that Ph h * ! atCI1 tklS ^ 

p^k he received frQm ^ fat4r Jove 

Eum 19 a - Z{ ^ V«^£ t r raWra 7 “>° 7rar, ?P 

^ ^ 251 

»*>“ 5 S 5 fekadt ft«|? « Kordfas | 08t 

36; vi. 2 7. B. u^ekadmg a harbour in Xenoph. HeUen f fi 

4 ^ ermaMl ’s note. B. ’ 

That is, 4 4 exclusive nf 

rmce." «J nre^onsrinj y.„ drfa^, „ a ^ 


o 
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Cr. pf your two daughters, having just seized one, I have 
sent her away, and the other I will quickly bear off. 

CEd. Woe is me! 

Cr. You shall' speedily have reason to cry woe the more 

for these things. 

(Ed. Have you my child ? 

Cr. Ay, and shall have this one too, in no long time. 

<Ed. Oh strangers! What will ye do ? Will ye betray 
me? and Avill ye not drive away the impious man from this 

land? 

Ch. Away, stranger, out with speed, for neither now dost 
thou what is just, nor previously didst thou. 

Cr. It must he your office to conduct her away against 

her will, if she will not go willingly. 

An r. "Woe is me, unhappy woman! Wminer shall i ny r 

What aid shall I gain from gods or men? 

Ch . What doest thou, oh stranger ? 

Cr. I will not touch this man, but ber, mine own . 

(Ed. Oh, princes of the land! # . 

Ch. Oh stranger! thou doest not what is just. 

Cr. It is just. 

Ch. How just ? 

Cr. I carry away mine own. 

Ant. Oh state i 2 3 * ! , 

Ch. What doest thou, oh stranger ? Will you not let her 

go ? Quickly shall you come to the trial of arms. 

Cr. Hold off. . , . 

Ch. Not from you at least, while bent on these things. _ 

Cr. For you war with the state, if you injure me in 
aught 8 . 

CEd. Have I not foretold this ? 

Ch. Let go the maid immediately from your hands. 

Cr. Command not those things of which you are not 

master. 

Ch. I bid you let go. 

Or. And l bid you proceed on your way. 

i kinswoman,” which she was by being the daughter 

Jocaeta. This was but an indifferent plea, however, for carrying her 

from her father. 

3 AflUgned to (Minna by Wundar. B. 

3 *ph e dramatis personae are arranged according to Dmd. andWunl* Bi 
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Come hither, come, come, ye dweller* in +k i 
The city, my city, is violated by force Hifw “ h * pIace - 

Asx. I, wretched, am draped' f f “ e to me - 

strangers! away, O strangers! 

y tere > m 7 child, are you? 

Asrr I go away by force. 

S. h^. 

r „ ' 1 11 a ' e not the power. 

CEd Oh ^° U f l ° t <lra S her away? 

Cfi. No longer . that 1 am! 

along; but since you wish tomvWI pl °? S staU - you travel 
and your friends, by whom I - m P - f j a ? auist your country 

although king, prevail. For’ i^tTmeYkn ° theS ® things > even 
stand this much, that you neitheTno^T 5 ’°, U wiH u nder- 
jomsclf towards yourself, nor formerlv did° ^ 1S ^odly 
of your friends, gratifying that an i - , ga , mst tb e will 
your ruin. 6 y s nat an S er which always works 

ef H°Id there, stranger. 

Cn. I forbid you to touch me. 

you go. 0t ’ depnved at lea8t of these two maidens, let 

redeemed by^the m” 8 ® a Sweater pledge to be 

alone. ° lty ’ for 1 ^ not lay hold of these two 

(S' ^° g I^ ? y - Weinke yourself? 

g v r 1 °»7 u» 

O shameless voice! for wilt tL * , 

£,.fe d you to be silent * ^ me? 

fo f ?w de w e h7o7 ke r saent 

carrying aW ay b^f l0SS of my former eves Wretch » 

^ythe aUaL^^y cnly eye £ g one off, 

rece some g + tbe S<** give thee tWff tndlT 

as tins. w oth «, to grow old, like me, fo alifo ‘Y 

Cn- Behold ye this ^ ■ , ,. “ Such 

® D - They Of this land? 

^ and me; and understand that 

Gr 2 3 
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having suffered in deeds, I revenge myself on thee with 
words. 

Cn. I will not restrain my anger, hut will carry him off by 
force, even though I am alone and slow through age. 

CEd. O wretched me! 

Cpi. With how much audacity hast thou come, O stranger, 
if you deem you shall accomplish these things! 

Cr. I deem I shall. 

Ch. Then I no longer count this a state. 

Cr. In the cause of justice, even the small overcomes the 


great. 

GEd. Do ye hear what sort of things he utters?. 

Ch. Things which at least he shall not accomplish, 

Cu, Jove may know these things, but not thou. 

Ch. But is not this insult? 

Cr. Yes, insult; but it must be borne. 

Ch. Ho! all ye people! Ho! ye chiefs of the. landl 
Come with speed; come, since they already are passing all 

bounds. t , 

Theseus. What can be this clamour ? What is the 

matter ? From what possible fear have ye checked me in the 

sacrifice of oxen at the altar to the ocean-god, the president 

of this Colonus? Tell me, that I may know the whole, for the 

sake of which I have rushed hither more quickly than suited. 


the ease of my feet. . . 

CEd. O dearest friend; for I knew thy voice, I have just 

suffered dreadful things at the bauds of this man. 

Th, Of what kind are they ? And who did you the wrong? 


Speak. 

Crcon here, whom you sec, 


has carried off the sole- 


pair of my daughters, 

Th. How sayost thou? 

(Kd. Thou hast heard what things I have suffered, 

Tii. Will not then some one of the servants, going as 
quickly as possible to these altars, compel all tho people, both 
unmounted and mounted, to hasten from the sacrifice with 
loosened rein, where the double-opening paths of the way* 
farers nearest meet, that the virgins may not pass by, and U 
vanquished by force, become a laughing-stock to this stranger 
fellow? Go, as I have commanded, with speed, And this 
man, indeed, if I hud come with tho anger of whioh he.is 
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yoith\, I should not have suffered to pass through my hands 
M-uhout a wound; but now with those laws, which 'Ln i ' 
he entered the country 1 , with those ind no t u . g ’ 

b.. fitted. For you ih.U uevou Top.«%”° ra °'t’ht?'^ 

eS yfu hu™ um '”] 8 l*"* 5 '°" P '““ Ulem pluin bcfore ’ . 

of f- 4 4 cte d in a May neither worthy of me, nor 

i oni whom you are sprung nor of thinn 
country: you who entering a st^ito t\\*+ I- th * °. wn 

and ratifies nothing without thelaw and^the^di 
mg the authorities of this lnnd iJ V- • , disregard- 

T hut you ohuouc, u“7 <* 

Z^t t, r sht ,, thM thCTO »< 4 °S 

yet Thebes, at least did* not T t , ho . same as nobody. And 
is not wont to train im 11n ' + Ca ° 1 ^° U *° base; for she 

if -she heard of ^ ffif n ?™l d she praise you, 

gods, earn ing away by foree /l,e my ri .? hts ’ a,ld those of the 

mortals. ' I would It Z ^f73I hailt . bodies of wretched 

though I had the justest pretences i„ £' n “ S 1 FT counU T’ 
without the consent of til “ • the world, I would not, 

whosoever he were T i V ? ° f the lalld at least, 

but I would have known how it were^,V , ed a ' va y; 
to conduct himself among citizens R 1 ^ f ° r a St , ran S cr 

grace your omi country, not worthv n flF ? x y ° U y SeIf dis - 
mg years make you at once in old ^ * opi each, and increas¬ 
ed then both before and 1 F™ UUd a dotai ' d - I have 

quickly as possible, brino-hither thV 1 “T’ let S ° me oue ’ as 

to become a foreign dweber hi tht l UnleSS - you ' vi «h 

your will and this sentence I ™ ? f ° rCe a “ d a gainst 

my mind and with my tongue. 1 you equally with 

that by those fi-om whom are^n^ C ° me ’ ° stran g e r ? so 
are detected in doing what is base" 1 * 3 ° U appear j ust > but 

- a J at M US -r°— SUb amici s P ecie renit, non pro hoste habe- 

ixs% ^^iS n - resid -‘ 

thf- P”^ior,« ners of them that went nne ir. ,, • pnon, as we may 

Peloponnesian war. It is th; , , ut \ n var) ous expeditions during 
corporate Creon; adding, f or t " \ f b ° dy that Theseus threatens to n 
that it should not only b e by fores' 4 ^ F j lers P ,cult y rather than brevity 

wonder is, how Creon was sillv ’ ^ Ut a so a o ainst his will. Tr_ Th’ 

adventure in a country not hi7 gh to t™ 81 himself upon a freehnnf 

y not fals own, with no efficient guard £ bootl ug 
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Cr. I. neither considering this city without citizens, O son 
of xEgeus. nor without counsel, as you allege, have achieved 
this deed; but conceiving that no such violent love of my 
kindred would ever fall on these men, so that they would 
maintain them against my will. And I knew that they would 
not receive a parricide and wretch impure, nor one to whom 
there was found subsisting the unhallowed marriage of child 
[with mother]. Of this nature I knew with them the Areo¬ 
pagus' sage council coeval with the soil 1 , which does not per¬ 
mit such wandering beggars to dwell together in this city. 
On it relying I essayed this prey; and I would not have done 
so bad he not imprecated bitter curses on me myself, and on 
my race. In return for which, I, having suffered, thought fit 
to make this retaliation. For of anger there is no othei old 
acre except in death, but no grief affects the dead. You will 
therefore do whatsoever you please, since my unguarded state, 
even though I say what is just, makes me feeble. But to 
deeds, nevertheless, even being aged as I am, I will endeavour 

to make requital. ... , ., . , - it 

(]<’d O shameless audacity! whom do you think jou insult 

in this, whether me, an old man, or yourself? who have 

uttered to me from your lips the slaughters, and marriages, 

and calamities, which T, wretched, have unwillingly endured. 

For to the gods is thus seemed fit perchance, bearing wiath 

for some olfencc against the race of old 2 : since in inyse a 

least you would not find any reproach of guilt, in return tor 

1 XOimov is translated by some, '‘subterraneous,’' referring it to the 
manner in which the council sat, always in the dark, and deep > 
ground The compliments which Croon pays it arc just; for t long i 
milim: of it be not so well known ns might be wished, there is little doubt 

that it was one of the wisest and best institutions ^ 

of this is found in its rigid and impartial administration dm ng the m 

corrupt times, and in its duration and reverence long after the mol 

(vivinWm^ir”nithiTttm fatalism of tho Greeks, was very strong. 
T1 ey Mdbh. Mieved in a predestined chain of evils, -—.ng wdh 
ti e guilty deed of some individual, anil continuing through all Ins futmo 

^ tiU y vengea«ee was fully nlu ‘ he pX 

*7 r* tTt«’'Cl? <'» *r* 

'£t" Then,' I.' Bumi'tli'mR fcM <|”> 'l.rUlitR .““bft 

i f j* r 1 ! , ii vc hurriwl on to iioniu iuBtrut*cio * ( 

there is an admirable opportunitynffordrd, the in^cenwoMUe prm- 

einal sulforer, to awaken and justify the sympathy of tl 
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which I perpetrated those sins against myself and my kindred. 
For tell me, if an annunciation of heaven had come to my 
father by oracles, that he should die by his children, how can 
you justly reproach me with this, who had not at all any 
generative increase from father or mother, but was then 
unborn r And if again, when born to misery, as I was born, 
I came to strife with my father, and slew him, unweenino- of 
any thing I did, and against whom I did it; how, at least, 
c °uld you justly censure that which was sure an unwilling 
deed : And are yon not ashamed, wretch, to make me speak 
of the marriage of my mother, who was your sister? a mar¬ 
riage such as I shall speedily declare; for I then will not be 
silent, when thou forsooth hast proceeded to this unhallowed 
tale, for she bore me, she bore me, woe is me for my niise- 
lios . she ignorant, me ignorant, and having given me birth 
she produced to me children, her omi reproach. But one 
thing, at least, then I know, that you indeed willingly have in 
these words reviled me and her, and that I unwillingly mar¬ 
ried her, and unwillingly mention this. Yet neither in this 
marnage shall I be talked of as wicked 1 , nor in the slaughter 
of my father, with which you always charge me, bitterly 
upbraiding. For answer me but one thing of what I ask you- 
If any one standing by here should immediately attempt to 
Slav you. the upright man, whether would you inquire if your 
father were the assassin, or would you straightway aven-e 
J-ou,,clf on him? I think, indeed, anj-ou love" life. d,at yS 

'-enpmcc on the guilty, nor would consider 

n* * US ^* such evils I also have entered, the °*ods 

impelling me ; to which declaration I deem that the ghost 2 of 

,- H V^ he J ustlfica tion which CEdipus offers of himself in this speech is 

“SS however 6 t'T " Uch he cisewher? exhibits? 

licensed, However, by the remarks of Creon * an /1 minAt* i 1*1 
many other nponlp xrrhrx 1 - , . ^reon, ana might feel hke 

*n k szzstzrS£Szzt£sr~~ “ d ~ 

teem witUU^tiSL of^^tappTar’ancf d U **}“ ancient P oets > 

those who had done them ill.^ vr *, dead > and a revenge upon 

315, 333, 479; Eum. 94, sqq • Eurin He^T C1 TT h ’ 32> 136 > 

believed that the ghosts of tvL’ri a u i* ** 3X1 ^ thence it was 

, .. p.«.M,r„” 
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my father, could it live, would not say the contrary. But you 
(for you arc not just, hut deem everythin" proper to mention, 
words that may, and words that may not he spoken) reproach 
me with such things in the presence of these men. And yet 
it seems honourable to you to flatter the name of Theseus and 
Athens, how nobly she is constituted; and while you thus 
praise many things, you forget this one, that if any land 
knows to worship the gods with honours, in that this land 
excels, from which you have endeavoured to steal away me, 
myself, an aged suppliant, and have gone off with my daugh¬ 
ters. In return for which, I now, invoking these goddesses, 
supplicate them and enjoin them in my prayers to come my 
allies, and aid, in order that you may well learn by what sort 
of men this city is guarded. 

Cir. The stranger, oh king, is a good man; hut his suffer¬ 
ings are utterly ruinous, and worthy of protection. 

Tn. Enough of words, since the ravishers indeed hasten 


away, and we, the sufferers, stand still. 

Cu. What in truth do you command to a feeble man to do? 

Tir. To begin the way thither, and to go a guide to me, in 
order that, if you have our maidens in these places, jou Voui- 
self may show them to me. But if those who have them in 
power fly, there is no need to take the tiouble, foi 
there are others who hasten, for whom having escaped out of 
this country, they'll never have to thank the gods. But 
lead on the way, and know that seizing, you are seized, and 
that fortune hath taken you, the hunter; for possessions acqui¬ 
red bv uniust trick arc not preserved. And you shall have no 
other one to assist you in these things*; since I know, from 
the daring at present exhibited, that you have not conic 


in flic Eumenides, and as tlie wronged virgin who had appeared to 1 au- 

aanias at Byzantium, and subsequently being evoked «{ « 
i. v itp r murderer, foretold his end in n mysterious prophecy. U. lluturclj 
de sera num. vind. p. 40, ed. Wytt. So also the ghost of the departed 
i» evoked to declare his murderer in A,ml. Mutant, h. p. 3o ; and a 
similar ceremony is fully described in Hel.odor. Btluop. vi. 14. Ihe 
Trophonian v'kvo, lavrtwv is described by Max.nuis lynus x«v. §. 2, 

und the dn. X flvwyot by Mato de kg*. *. 1>* 909, lb Stoph. and Ltbon. 

T 1 „ <>(>() Til ml I i, 2, 23. lienee the render may perceive how great 

LbtiSror.hU • .loyuho.. (he MW**** 

deceased might confront his murderer even m tins world, existed. U. 
i 13ut 8co Wunder. B. 
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unattended or unharmed for such great insults : but there is 
something, on which relying, you have clone these things 
which it behoves me to examine, nor to make this city weaker 
than a single man. Understand you aught of these words ? 
or do they appear to you to have been vainly spoken, both just 
now, and when you contrived this attempt. 

Cr. You will say nothing whilst here to be found fault with 
by me; but at home wc shall know what it is fitting to do. 

Th. Go now and threaten 1 . But do you, O (Edipus, remain 
here with us in quiet, assured that if I do not first die, I shall 
not cease until I put you in possession of vour children. 

(Ed. May you be blest, O Theseus! both for the sake of 


your generous spirit, and your righteous provident care of us. 

Chorus. Would that I were where the gatherings of hos¬ 
tile men shall quickly mingle in the brazen din of battle, either 
by the Pythian shrines 3 or the gleaming 3 si lores, where the 
awful goddesses foster for the mortal race 4 those hallowed 
rites of which the golden key hath even come upon the tongue 
of the ministering Eumolpidm 5 . There methinks that Theseus 6 
awaking the fight and the twin virgin sisters will quickly 
engage with prevailing shouts in these regions ; or somewhere 
are they approaching, from JEa's pastures, the western rid^o 
of the snowy rock, flying on steeds, or with racings that 
whirl along the car? He will be taken 7 . Dreadful is the 
martial spirit of the natives, and dreadful the might of the 
sons of Theseus : for every bit is gleaming, and every one is 
astening to mount the steeds with frontlet trappings.—they 
who honour equestrian Minerva, and the earth-encircling kirn- 

O O 


- See Reisig. B. 

thon^k 0 sbrine a H U( ied to was dedicated to the Pythian Apollo at Mara- 

3 Gleaming with the sacred torches made use of in the Eleusinian 
mysteries. 

tW v ^™ething m the mystery and solemnity of this expression 

that would half induce one to believe in Warburton’s theory of the wor- 

5 and * rue God bein £ P res erved at Eleusis. 

Ihe scholiasts give us different accounts of the first Eumolpus * but 

of prie® Aood^Elelsis! 6611 ’ ^ deSCendants retained 1113 name 

6 But see Herm, and Wund. B. 

t j ^ erma ^n well remarks that aXwaerai refers to Creon. The translator 
had connected it with B. translator 
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of ocean, Rhea’s dear son. Do they fight? or arc they on the 

% * * 

point of engaging 1 ? How my mind presages someth in" tome, 
that they shall quickly give uj) her who lias endured dreadful 
things, and nu‘t with dreadful sufferings at the hands of her 
kindred ! Jove will accomplish, he will accomplish something 
this day. I am the prophet o a successful strife. Would 
that I a dove, borne' fleet as the whirlwind, with the speed of 
Strength, might from a cloud on high reach these contests, 
having lilted aloft mine eye 2 ! O Jove, all-ruler of gods, 
whose eye is over all, grant to the leaders of the people of 
this land in conquering strength to crown their ambush with 
the glorious prey ! and thy hallowed daughter, 1*alias Minerva ; 
and the hunter Apollo, and his sister that pursues the swift¬ 
footed dappled fawns,—1 implore to conic a twofold aid to 
this land and to its citizens.—Oh wandering stranger, you will 
not any to your watchman that lie is a false prophet, for 1 see 
these virgins again hither near approaching. 

CKn. Where? where ?—What say you ?—How said you ? 
Ant. Oh father! father! who of the gods would grant 
you to behold this best of men, who has sent us hither to 

you ? 

<Ki>. Oh my child, are ye two present? 

Ant. Yes ; for these hands of f l heseus, and of his dearest 

attendants, have preserved us. 

<Kn. (nine hither, oh daughter ! to your father, and grant 
mo to touch that body which I never hoped would have 
returned. 

A vt, You ask what you shall obtain; for with longing is 

this favour [granted ] 3 . 

(Kn, Where, in truth, where nrc yo? 

Ant. Here we nrc, approaching together* 

(Ko. Oh dearest branches 1 

Ant. To its author every thing is denr. 


* MjXXonm In wrongly girrn by Bnuick 41 mornntur.” which In not 

only fVtlnc to the mpufilfijj, hut tntnlly ilocn nwny with the of 

nnAfti«Kf». Tu.—Cf. T1 mryd. i. yf filWnvrt c 7ToXq(»ffT#.t»'» i/ in oiTfji 

Ol'Of, II. . - 

* Thr order i* (A$') n/tbp/nc vrf Itupqrmrro nwftOv OfMpa 

tmpA* Avmpmp* Npo Wundrr. H. 

* <rfv rrnOtp yA f , ,) yAptc* I. o. arnlinm jictia quoin ipm« ultro prwitnro 
cn|ddU*innr miautN. Mtipfcrnve* 
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CEd. Oh props of a man— 

Ant. Of an unhappy man, though, the unhappy props— 

<Er>. I clasp what is dearest to me; nor should I any 
longer be utterly wretched in death, you two standing by 
me. Support, oh my child, both my sides; implanting your¬ 
selves in your planter, and make me to cease from my former 
solitary and wretched wandering; and tell me what has been 
done, as briefly as possible, since few words suffice to virgins 
of such an age. 

Ant. This is lie here who saved us : to him it is fitting to 

listen, oh father ! and this business will be short both to you 
and me. 

(Fa). O stranger, wonder not at my earnestness, if, my 
children having unexpectedly appeared I lengthen my words! 
for I know that this delight, given by you to me in them, 
has arisen from no other; for you have preserved them, and 
no other mortal. And may the gods give to you, as I wish, 
both to yourself and this land; since among" you, at least’ 
alone of men, have I found piety, and equity, and truth. And 
having experienced them, I repay them with these words; 
for I have what I have through you, and no other mortal. 
And stretch out, oh king, your right hand to me, that I may 
touch it, and kiss, if it be lawful, your brow. A nd yet what 
do I say ? How should I, who have been miserable, wish to 
touch a man with whom there is no stain of evils an inmate ? 

I will not touch you, nor, therefore, will I permit you fto 
touch me]; for it is possible only to such mortals as have had 
experience of them, to join in supporting miseries like these 
liut do you, from that spot, receive my farewell, and for the 
future justly take care of me, as you have done to this day. 

1h. IN either if you have made the length of your words 
greater, being delighted with these children, do I wonder: 

1 ^ in prefeience to me you have first chosen their con- 
vei sat ion , for no displeasure from these things possesses me * 

K ° j 0t ® tr * Te to make my life more glorious by words 

t U 7 ^ n d I prove it : for of those things which 

I swore, I have deceived you, old man, in nothing; for I 

am present, bringing these virgins alive, uninjured by what 

was threatened against them. And how, indeed, this contest 

was won,—what need is there vainly to vaunt that which you 

at any rate, will learn yourself from these two, associating 
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with them ? But apply your mind to the tale that has just 
met me, coming hither, since it is trifling indeed to tell, but 
worthy to excite wonder: and it is fitting that a man should 
neglect no matter. 

CEd. And what is it, son of JEgcus ? Instruct me, as I 
myself know nothing of those things of which you are in¬ 
formed. 

Tn. They say that some man, being no fellow-citizen in¬ 
deed of yours, but a kinsman, sits somehow a suppliant at our 
altar of Neptune, by which I chanced to be sacrificing when 
I rushed away. 

CEd. Of what country ? Seeking what by this supplicatory 
posture ? 

Th. I know but one thing; for he requests, as they tell 
me, a short conversation with you, not full of trouble. 

CEd. Of what kind ?—for this sitting by the altar is of no 
slight import. 

Tit. They say that he, coming, requests to come to con¬ 
versation with you, and to depart without injury from his 
journey hither. 

CEd. Who then can he be who sits in this posture ? 

Th. See if at Argos there be any kinsman to you, who 
would seek to obtain this from you. 

CEd. Oh, dearest friend, hold where you are, 

Th. What is the matter with you ? 

CEd. Ask me not. 

Th. Of what sort of thing ?—speak. 

CEd. I fully know, hearing these words 1 , who is the sup¬ 
pliant. 

Th. And who at all is he whom I should have cause to 
reprehend ? 

CEd. It is my hated son, Oh king ! whose words most pain¬ 
fully of all men would I endure to hear. 

Th. But why ? Is it not permitted you to hear and to 


1 a,Kovu)v rwvSe, sc. Xoyun/. Brumoy conceives iraidwv to be the 
word understood ; “Antigone et sa sceur devinent que c’est leur frere 
Polynice, et elles le disent a leur pereT Pray what is the occasion of 
giving the young ladies more penetration than their father ? The words 
of Theseus were so plain, that CEdipus, except he were deaf as well as 
blind f must have very easily made out the matter* 





1176 — 1219 . 


(EDIT US COLONEUS 


93 


Why 


is it 



refrain from doing what you do not wish ? 
agreeable to you to listen ? 

(Ed. This voice, oh king! comes most hateful to a father; 
and do not urge me of necessity to grant this request. 

Hut it his seat compel you, consider if the reverence 
of the divinity be not to be observed. 

Ant. Father, obey me, though young I give advice. Suf¬ 
fer this man to give gratification to his own mind, and to 
t e god what he wishes; and to us twain grant that our 
brother should come : for he confident, that whatever he shall 
say inexpedient to you, will not pervert you by force from 

\oui purpose. And what hurt is it to hear words ' _-works 

of the most glorious invention arc made known by words 
You begat lnm : so that neither, O father, though he did to 
you the worst of most impious wrongs, is it lawful for you at 
least to repay him with evil 2 :—but suffer him; there arc also 

? e !f bad i Ch iH r ? n fierce anger, but admonished by 
the spell-words of friends, they are softened in nature. But 

do you not now look back to those sufferings from father and 

mother which you endured; though even if you look on them 

I know you will perceive the end of evil anger, how it comes 

m addition evil: for you bear no slight impressions of this 

eing deprived of your sightless eyes. But yield to us- for 

f s not good for those to press, who ask for just things’ nor 

to know how to repay them. ° ’ not 

(Ed My child, ye gain from me by your speeches a re 
luctant pleasure Let it be then as is agreeable to you «nlv 
tad ,f ho shall come hither, lot »„ °„ne 0^1^^ 


over me. 

Th. Once, old 
requests. I wish 


”™ n ; n ° t twico » <Jo I seek to hear such 
if any one of thegods !htdld S o « -** 

negW'themtTrfTf 8 *° f ? r n Weened term, 

folly; since ofS lewi ^ f'° X % d m my mind to Perish 

and you ran nn l eilet ^ da ys Drought us nearer to pain 
auu can no where spp nucrVi* i 

sce au ght of joy when any one may 

2 P eseus > not Polynices. 

Her sentSentfbreath^Sno/^T appears \ n the most amiable light, 
of forgiveness almost worthy of a Chrisrinn CSt sisterly love » and of a spirit 
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meet with more than his wishes require; but death is the 
aid (of our troubles) that ends with the grave 1 , when that 
fate hath appeared without nuptial hymn, without lyre, or 
dance, and death to close the scene. Not to have been born 
at all is superior to every view of the question; and this when 
one may have seen the light, to return thence whence he 
came as quickly as possible, is far the next best. For when 
youth comes bringing light follies, who wanders without the 
pale of many sorrows 2 ;—what suffering is not there?—murders, 
factions, strife, battle, and envy : and loathsome old age hath 
gained the last scene,—-impotent, unsociable, friendless old 
age, where all ills, worst of ills, dwell together. In which 
state this wretched man, not I alone, as some promontory 
exposed to the north, is beaten on all sides by the flashings 
of the billows in the winter storm ;—thus also dreadful cala¬ 
mities, bursting like waves over his head, ever present beat 
on him,—some indeed from the setting of the sun, and some 
from his rise, and some from his mid-day beam, and some 
from the cloud-dimmed stars of night 3 . 

Ant. And in truth, hitherward to us, as appears, the 
stranger, O father ! unaccompanied, at least, by men, makes 
liis way, copiously shedding tears from his eyes 4 . 

1 1 have rendered this difficult passage according to Dindorf’s text. 
Put Wundt* l* reads ovO tm tcopotj, and joins Mo7p« trior* ,r A7(W. None of 
the present explanations seem satisfactory, iTmanyxu; is perhaps required 
by what follows, being used in the sense of “ lovaiuen.” Cf. Silius xi. 185, 
4 ‘nullo vos invida tanto Armnvit Nutura bono, quam janua mortis (Quod 
patet) e vita non trqua, exire potestas.” JJ. 

- r Vttj row 7roXnpofficio lTrXavtfQi}* Scholiast. 

3 The poet, who through the whole of this chorus lias been comfortably 
obscure, works himself up by ttic end of it into absolute mysticism. It 
Hocins like an imitation of the worst style of ^scliylus, and bears very 
few marks of the correctness and good taste for which Sophocles is usually 
distinguished. Tu. —Some commentators, with the scholiast, understand 

unit 'Vnrai* as referring to the Rhipiran mountains, thereby point¬ 
ing to the northern parts of the heavens. Tins is somewhat favoured by 
the preceding words. Hut I think it is more natural to take the whole 
passage ns referring to the troubles that befall men at different times of 
life. Cf. vs. 1229-57. /Ksoh. Chocpli. l>2. rule pi v Iv ifum, Td 
Iv jifroixpiV oK*rfri»o....r«/#c tV itKpuvro c Flic phrase wxiiov 

appears to denote the weak, uncertain light of the stars struggling through 
the clouds on a dark night. Cf. Boeth. de Consol. I. metr, vii* 

44 Nulnbiw atria Condita nullum Fumlere possunt Sidera lumen.” B. 

4 adTUKTif not in drops, but in showers. 
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CEd. Who is he? 

Ant. Even whom we formerly conceived in mind •_ 

iolymces is here present. 5 

. Poeynices. Woe is me! what shall I do ? Whether 
sisters shan I first weep over my own misfortunes, or those’ 
that I behold of this my aged hither ? whom, on a foreign 
soil, I have found, with you two here, cast out, clothed in such 
a garment, whose loathsome aged filth hath fixed itself on the 
old man, wasting away his body, and on his sightless head 
is uncombed hair streams to the wind; and congenial to 

stomach ^ Ah" whkh thints ^ llis “Arable 

, AU wAicn tilings 1, utterly abandoned wretch' 

the wmstTm and 1 ° al1 y i° U t( i witncss that I 1‘ave come, 
the v oi st of men, in providing for your support 1 : seek not 

to know my state from others. ‘ But since over every work is 

Mercy joint assessor to Jove on his throne, let her, O father ' 

” ? kc , ler stand thce ; for of transgressions there is" 
remedy, though no longer recall 2 . Whv are vou sihmt- 

speak something, O father! do not turn awav from rne Wm 

you not answer any thing to me, but send me awav di! 

^gry? O daughters of this man and sister! 1’ 'TVT 

you at least attempt to awaken our’father’s words VIT, d ° 
gam, and devoid of iff, K,‘lit,, + i V, & " ords ’ diflicult to 

»W ^<1 dSn^luiri,” 0 * 

god, replying not a single word ’ SU PP liaut of ** 

Ant. Say, oh unhappy mau ! yourself in wint r.f i , 

are present; for oft have words „; t i!’ ? ant of what you 

oil nate tv dels, either causing some delight 

that. | IV t the “ eanin S °f this passage thus • ** T mil 

35 r ; 5 


Plains * h ° m 1 folIow ’ ei - 

Musgraye supplies r&v a ywv after , run ^ c exprobratioand 

sed ea admovere non licet Tk.—I tWnk’tW Remedi , a adsunt, 

be^nrfto"" t0 ^ the translat^^^espedaUv °Z?T ?? 0t bear 
Delongs to aKt). Hermann weU the scholiast’s eloss 

peccata se velle corrieerp „„„ „ cmarks that Polynices savs- << 
a strone advers.H ™!!.?.’,.? 011 au S er c aliis.” But to 5?’ pnora 


nZZ Se r e c . orri e ere - wn au g ; r T;iu s ’.» n, lf t prio 

read urn \ ve ^ sa fj ve particle seems to be rennirod ° I* 1 ? ^his meanin 
frpoafopa yap oi K tn, 0 r npoa^opA / 0 % £ c We sh ^ 


Or 
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or displeasure, or moving somehow to pity, give some speech 
to the silent 1 * 

Pol. Put 1 will speak out, [for well you direct me,] first 
making the god himself my ally, from whose altar the king 
of this land raised me up to come hither, granting both to 
speak and to hear with safe departure; and these boons, O 
strangers, I should wish to gain from you, and from these my 
sisters, and from my father. Put for what purpose I have 
come, I now wish, (> father, to tell you. I have been driven 
forth an exile from my native soil because I claimed, being 
sprung from older birth, to sit on thy imperial throne. 


sprung hi tin ruin m run ml uu uij 

'Wherefore, Kteoeles, being by birth the younger, drove me 
out of the land; neither having overcome me by question of 
right, nor having come the trial of hand or deed, hut having 
persuaded the city : of which misfortunes I account your im¬ 
precated vengeance to have been the principal cause; and 
then from prophets also I hear it declared in this way. bor 
when 1 Clime to Doric Argos, having Rained Adrastus ns my 
father-in-law, I procured sworn associates to myself, ns many 
ns arc styled the chiefs of the Apian* land and m e honoured 
in war, in order that, having assembled with those an expe¬ 
dition, led l»y seven spears, against Thebes, I might cither 
rightfully fa'll', or drive forth from the land those who 
wrought these deeds. So far, so good. Why in truth do I 
now chance to have come ? To thee, O father, bringing sup¬ 
pliant prayers myself both for myselt, and tor my allies, M ho 
now with seven sipiadroim, and'with seven spears, eneirclo 
all the plain of Thebe; slab as is Amphiarnus, brandishing 
his spear, holding the (irsl plaee in war, and the first in the 


' 1 rnriant help thinking that rnvi Is n hatch to the verse, unit that we 
rrn il nnpliTX' <!>">•’>)v rniC a^wo/rnic ir«|>i't, "to those before 

2 A pin wmh tho nl<l name of the lVln|ronncflU*. The origin of Jt » 
irWni, thmigli will* im gmit probability. hi Ihe Supplier* of Awdiylu*. 208. 
* * MuncrnVc tiikm irrm’ivwc along with dyr/puci ««d HiMmhct, wltll 
Jir/ViXnf/«. Thorn in no grout ocniiinn for furring it *o violently out of 
its no til ml filiirc. Polymer* mroiw to coy* thill if ho fell in nttrmptuig O 
regain hid own, ho would full ni \mnl In ft rightful enuwj. Tu.— WundM 
would Interpret ttoi'iWwc* M nulieltu* fundltn** nftor punier i » 
pc cm# the Men of n grnmmnrlan. rnther than ft jmet. 1 l ire r -.iLitn 
tho chivalrlo «<m*o of waP*tK»c, although I will *|mro my reader certain 

quotations from " King Arthur” and tho ** Fairy Queen. B. 
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paths of birds: and the second is an yEtolian, Tvdeus 
son of^neus : and the third is Eteoeles, by birth an Andre*’ 
a fourth, Hippomedon, his father Talaus hath sent- the fifth’ 
Capaneus boasts that he will quickly in flames lay level with 
the ground the city of Thebe: and sixth, the Arcadian Pa 
thenopsous rushes on, bearing the name of his mother, in for¬ 
mer time long a virgin, sprung from her throes the douirhtv 
son of Atelanta : and I, thy son ; if not thv son 1 ut sonm- 
from evil doom, yet thine at least by name, do lead the fearless 

thee, O father, by these thy child 3? 3 1 “ th v ‘hi °1° 

mitigate thy heavy wrath against me proceedin'- tJthr ’ * 
lshment of mv brother ;vI,a a,. proceeding to the pun- 

of my country. For if there hp ! Trti ’ 10lltlC(1 me 
whomsoever you may ioin to tl>o Jf V ® 11 ^ 1 1,1 oracles, with 
victory would be IsLw'hv SG S od declared that the 
kindred god ' IimpWvA , , nntlV0 fo " nta “* and our 

y»ur p^osoi ISfSiZZfZiZ-.-** >«*- 
stranger; and vou onrl T i,v ^ • 1 ^ dangers, and you a 

gained by lot the same fortune 1 * 0 But he^t 1*° ° tlU ’T ; bavin S 
happy me! laughing in common afus pit'”" r ^ Un " 
whom if you accord with my inclinations '^ S J mnscll ( u P : 
with slight trouble and time * so that W; 1 • ovcl ; tbrow 

place you in your palace, and place myself tbm^ V '■ 1 sha11 

Wd»c fcb «, mi- 

for He o, 

(Ed. But if indeed ye 2 n gam , S ° nd him back - 
people of this land, hkd not chancel + US> ^, ru]er . of the 
me, claiming that he should hear n ° ? en< J b * m hither to 

»y «»e he£d my v„L,7ta, “ , v 7 JA, 1 * ““ 

that honour, and having heard too f depart gifted with 

V'ho having the sceptre and the t W ’ t ^ ° f ^ ' 

father, and forced him to be an ^fe £' vay J hls . y our own 

1 Nothing can be more h 2 ^ ^ ^ and ^ 

the old muddled scholiast^^s^ectedwT" 658 ^ ^ ‘ his a W eaI even 

H 
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wear these garments, which you now beholding, weep, when 
you chance to have come into the same trouble of sorrows 
with me. But these things are not to be wept by me, but to 
be endured whilst 1 live, bearing remembrance of vou, a 
murderer 1 . For you have made me fellow with this toil, you 
have driven me out, and by your work I wandering tegftom 
others my daily subsistence. And if I had not begotten 
these as nurses to myself, these daughters, assure y a 
been no more, for thy part: hut now these preserve me these 
mv nurses, these men, not women, to assist m toil. A e ha\ e 
been horn from some other, and not from me. M hcrefore 
the divinity beholds you, not at all just now, as if shottly , 
indeed these squadrons are moved against the city of the . 
For it cannot be that thou shouldst overthrow that city, bu 
fii^t thou slialt fall defiled with blood, and your brother 
eauallv Such curses formerly did I emit against you’, and 
now I a-ain invoke them to come allies to me, m order that 
mav*think it fit to reverence parents* and may not tiojrt 
them with dishonour, if such yc twain have sprung from a him 

scssyou'seat and your throne, if Justice, famed of 

vou Jo to ruin, both spurned and disowned by me 
the base, taking with you these CTO ^ on you 

Vok n ; a novel to return to hollow Argos, but to die by a 

MTXSri* I invoke the miirkv parent 

doom of Tartarus to receive you in its mansions . ai 

caU P r£Ti 

cmim £' ’vita sustulerit. Benetiu.t. ,, 

S nmt is, “ Fortune will “ Xc'ouni of thee former curses 
a The scholiast gives rnthei a <j • nctice wlien they sacrificed, of 

Of (TCitipus. ll’B hoiih M* occasion they disappointed the old 

Bcndini? him a 2l only sent him u tirigh. He was so 

at, iiV tlieir neglect, that he uttered those curses which 

cntinU d ruin and ‘ L^n *ic r/urscs of Lear, more strong and horrible 
4 There is nothing, oecusion of the thigh are not handed 

down^us XTSTC hoped that they were not quite so bitter as 
this second and improved edition. 
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invoke these goddesses, and I invoke Mars, who has inspired 
you with this dire hatred. And having heard these words 
depart, and going, announce both to all the people of Cad¬ 
mus, and at the same time to your faitlifid allies, that (Edimis 
has awarded such gifts to his children. 1 

Ch. Polynices, I do not congratulate you on the way you 
have passed; and now go back again with all speed. 3 ' 

1 or.. \\ oe is me for my journey, and for mv ill success ' 
and woe is me for my associates! For what an issue of oim 
expedition then have we set out from Argos? Oh, unharmv 
me. such an one as it is neither allowed me to tell’to any of 
mj associates, nor to turn them back, but remainin'* silent 

these I ’ b •'?’ SinC ° ye liear 0,lr &ther imprecating 
these hai sh curses, do not ye at least by the gods if the 

cuises ol this my father be accomplished, and ye have anv 
return to your home, do not ye at least, by the gods treat 

rite"' \»d nT’ "* “ tritl. foS 

for the things m Suc h ™ H ”?^ "? 

less from vn^.r ? unoui, you will gam another no 

itfeb xiom jour ministry to me 

£' fr me - 


to 


yom'a^t> h Wh^ d k therC ,’ ° • y0uth ’ a S ai d to give way 
your native" counted ^ tS t0 J ° U ’ overthrown 

laughed at bymy ^ ^ 1116 ***> * 

hisoraclc^ 0 iho nred^ ^ } °^ d j rectl y bear to fulfilment 

PolY^I Ss t so" 5 w d ° ath by each other ’ s ba ^s? 

A-vr Woei«™ i ’ but we must not yield/ 

follow you hearing * But wbo ^ dare to 

has delivered? 6811116 the pr °P hecies of man, such as he 

J See Wunder. B. 

tation: “he predifftoit/ 0 ”^^ to the ordinary interpre- 

lae predictions were already known. B/ 

H 2 
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Poe. We will not announce what is bad, since it is the 
part of a pood general to speak of success, not failure. 

Ant. Thus then, O youth, arc these things decreed by you. 

Poe. Yes, and do not indeed restrain me. But to me this 
expedition will he a care, though consigned to misfortune and 
ruin by my father and his Furies. And to you may Jove 
grant a propitious way, if ye perform these things to me in 
death; since to me in life, at least, you will not again have 
it in your power. And now let me go, and fore ye well, for 
ye never will more behold me alive 1 . 

Ant. O unhappy me! 

Poe. I )o not mourn for me. 

Ant. And who, O brother! would not groan over you, 
rushing to evident destruction ? 

Poe. If it be fated I shall die. 

jfe 

Ant. Do not you, sure you will not, but be persuaded by 
me 3 . 

Poe. Do not persuade mo what is not fitting. 

Ant. Unhappy then am I, if I be deprived of you. 

Poe. These tilings rest with the divinity, to take place in 
this way, or that way. But I pray the gods that ye may 
never meet with evils, for ye are in all respects unworthy to 
be unfortunate. 

Ch. These new evils have come anew upon me, new evils 
of heavy fate from the sightless stranger, unless fate be coming 
somewhere*—for I cannot say that any decree of the gods is 
in vain. Time regards, ever regards these things 4 , sometimea 

* It would appear from this expression, that Antigone, In the agony of 
sisterly love, had thrown her anna around her ill-fated brother, and on~ 
deavoured thui to restrain him, when her tears and her prayers were of no 
avail. The whole scene is exquisitely tender and beautiful, and presents a 
fine contrast to the unnatural sentiments and stern curses which CEdipua 
had just before uttered. • 

3 Such is the only way in which the force of tho ye, in this place, can 
properly be given. 

■ I have translated this phrase #7 ri poTpa /if) #ciyx«i'*i as an abrupta 
oratio . The Chorus, alarmed by the lowering sky, and inspired with 
some uncertain presage, sneak of impending evil, yet scarce knowing 
whether that fate awaits them or their hapless guest. I think that an 
accusative is omitted out of a dread of mentioning the death of CEdipus 
clearly. This view of the presage is confirmed by the following verses. 
See, however, Hermann, who, with the scholiast, plainly refers it to fate 

overtaking (Kdipus. B. . 

4 There if much difficulty In these lines, especially in Iirilf which can 
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adverse, yet again uplifting them each day. The firmament 
hath thundered, O Jove ! 

CEd. O children! children! how, if th 2re be here any 
dweller in the place, would he send hither the all-excellent 
Theseus 1 ? 

Ant. But what, father, is the plea, upon which you 
summon him ? 

(Ed. This winged thunder of Jove will straightway bear 
me to the shades; but send with all speed. 

Ch. Behold a mighty unspeakable peal, sent by Jove, is 
crashing along. Terror hath crept along the summits of the 
hairs of my head. I crouch in spirit: for the lightning of 
heaven is again blazing. What issue indeed will it produce ? 
But I fear; for never docs it rush from heaven vainly or 
without consequences. O mighty firmament! O Jove ! 

(Ed. Oh my children, the predicted end of life hath come 
to me, and there is no longer escape from it. 

Ant. How do you know it? by what do you conjecture it 2 ? 

(Ed. I know it well: but let some one, going as quickly 
as possible, send hither to me the king of the land. 

Ch. Oh! oh! Behold how terribly again the piercino 3 

roar rolls around us. Be merciful, oh divinity, be merciful, 

if you chance to bear some dark doom to my 'mother earth: 

and may I meet with a man propitious; nor having seen an 

accursed one 4 , may I anyhow reap a bootless favour. King 
Jove, to thee I speak. ° 


Early in the 


scarcely stand for (if, as Wunder supposes. I think that it must be cor 
nipt, and that some word equivalent to taO’ ore or ottov has dropt out in 
its stead* As it is 9 I have chiefly followed Hermann* 13. 

1 CEdipus immediately perceives that his hour is come, 
play he mentions that he expected such a sign:— 

^Tjfieia S' rajpd* tfioi 'irapijyyva, 

$ Ppovrffv rtv r/ Aiog aeXag. 

“f circumstance is in itself productive of a sublime and almost appalling 
sensation; and the play proceeds from this point to the catastrophe in a 

S 2 unequalled grandeur and effect. 

M 9 43, ovfifiaXtiy Xtav evpapeg. Nicolaus Damasc. 

. 3 a ■' T7 ! v T °v bveipov B. 

ia7Tpv<nog y “ penetrans;” by which may either be expressed the re- 
^keratoon of sound through the sky; or the Chorus may mean that the 
‘“r thrills, if we may so say, through them. 

■ax hmce "«"!« lsakil1 to aXdoTGjp, and we meet with 7rarpdc iuAvtov 
AXtiarov cufia in vs. 1671, it is strange that the translator should have 
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<T In. Ts the man rcur ; M ill he vet, mv children, find me 

%. hr 

alive, mid possessed of mv senses r 

A XT. And what secret trust would vou wish to commit to 
}iis breast ? 

<]/r>. In return for the favours I have received, to give 

him the eonsmiiiiiatu*n of tin* favour 1 P 1 oimscd. 

('ii. Ilo, lio, inv son, <‘ 01111 '. culm', if at the extremity of 

> *■ 

the lira eh ymi mv consecrating the saerilioial altar to Neptune, 
j_rnd of the sea, conn' : for tin* stranger detuns it right to 
return to v<>u, and to the city, and to liis friends, the just 
favours lie lias received. I fasten, rush, oh king ! 

'fir. What common uproar again resounds from you, 
rh-arly l n'oceedi ie r from yourselves, and distinctly from the 

* I ** * 

stiaimer? Has some holt of .Jove, or shower of hail, burst 

h * 

upon you? for otic may conjecture everything of this kind, 
when tin* god raises the storm. 

<Ki». Oli king! you have appeared to me wishing, and 
Home god gave you tin* happy fortune of this coming. 

Tn. lint, what new thing, O son of Lams, has again arisen? 

f 1 t 1 

(Kn. This i* the crisis of life to me 1 , and 1 wish to die 
without deceiving you and this eify in what l promised. 

()n what certain sign of death do you depend? 

(I h». The gods, themselves their heralds, announce it to 
Hie, being false 1<> none of the previously-concerted signs. 

Tu. How sayest tlum, old mail, that these things are 
unfolded 1 

(Ki>. The frequent continuous thimderings, nml the many 
bolls Hashing from the hand invincible. 

Tn. You persuade me, fur T see you predicting many 
things, and these not of false report; and tell me what it is 
titling to do. 


reiHlrrcfl it. “not: to be forgoUm;" for the sentiment, by which those 
who hrlcl rononunion with the impious, wore supposed to sutler the 
penult v f, f tlx'ir rTiitu’s, \v»ih very common. Ct. Ilosioit, <pY* 2 , 18 * 
7 Tit\ \ /tKi k'tii !vft it ft fru 7 T(>Aif; KtuctHt rrnOpAc fon/i^Kf, () rr m; 
k rti /r r< TtiOtt ,\ r f ft tf ^ <t tutu rtf t , Tuf v e nnprf mfb r /o y hTrifyny* Trifftd 
Kporoiij' A tftvv mme tcut Aoipoi', it irt*tf»iht*vOt\ttnt C* Amu. ytti'fincirc 

TfkTOV^I ff t V it «>'llrtltt'ijlS, 117 , l l' (, C (MTf^OI'L 

11 oXS net; rrn^ *bicrp tilrioi'C 

Comm. f>n I lor, C)d. iii. 2. , , 

1 Or. “ My life i« venting to its close." The meaning of poirif is* 

tnUcn from tho turn of the hntnnco. 
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(”En. I will teach you, O son of .iEgeus, things which 
uninjured, by age, shall be stored up to this city, I myself, 
untouched by a guide, will straightway point out the spot 
where it behoves me to die. This never tell to any' mortal, 
neither where it is concealed, nor in what place it lies, since 
it will ever provide you a defence against your neighbours, 
superior to many shields, and to foreign spears. But the 
things that are sacred and that are not uttered in words, you 
yourself shall learn when you come there alone ; since neither 
■would I declare them to any one of these citizens, nor to my 
children, though I love them. But do you yourself always 
preserve them, and when you come to the end of life reveal 
them to the foremost in power alone, and let him ever show 
them to his successor; and thus you will inhabit this city 
unhurt by the men that sprung from the dragon's teeth 1 . 
But numberless cities, even though one rule them well, easily 
give way to insolence; for the "gods full well, though late, 
pay regard when any one, despising holy things, mav betake 
himself to frenzy; which do you, O son of ^Egeus" be un¬ 
willing: to suffer. I instruct, however, one who knows such 

But let us now go to the spot, for a present impulse 
from the god urges me on, nor yet let us feel awed. Oh my 
daughters, this way follow me, for I in turn have appeared a 
new guide to you, as ye were to your father. Go, and do 
not touch me, but suffer me myself to find out the sacred 
tomb where it is fated for me to be ensepulchred beneath 
this soil. This way, hither, this way advance, for this wav 
there is leading me on Hermes the conductor 2 , and she the 
goddess of the shades 3 . O light, rayless to me, formerly 
somewhere, once on a time, thou wert mine, and now for 
the last time, my body touches thee : for now I go to conceal 
the close of my life m the shades. But, O dearest of friends » 

SI y0U i thlS land ’ and y our servants 4 , be blessed 
prospering. d “ y °” SUCCe6S remember death, ever 

Ch. If it be lawful for me to worship with prayers the 


t * 

things. 


I A designation of the Thebans, derived from 

- That is, the conductor of the dead. 

4 Proserpine. 

4 The Athenian people* 


fabulous origin 
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unseen goddess 1 , and thee, O Pluto, Pluto, king- of those wlio 

dwell in night, I beseech you that neither with pain, nor 

in a painful death of hitter suffering, the stranger accomplish 

hi s wav to tlit' plain of the dead below the earth that encloses 

all mortals, and to the Stygian mansions. For many suffer- 

ing«, and those* undeservedly, having come upon you 2 , may 

the just divinity again exalt you. <) ye goddesses below the 

earth, and form of the invincible monster, who, they say, has 

* * 

his lair l»y the well-polished gates 5 ', ami whom fame ever 
reports to growl from his den, the unconquerable guardian of 
Oreus .... whom, O son of Karth and Tartarus, I implore 
gently to meet, tin* stranger advancing to the infernal plains 
of tin* dead ; thee I invoice, thee, who never sluinbercst. 

M i:ssr.xtii;u. Ye citizens* l may in very brief words ex- 
press to you that (Kdipus is dead: but what was done, 
.neither is there language to relate shortly, nor the circum¬ 
stances, as many as took place there 4 , 

Cn. For has the* wretched man perished? 

M krs. He assured that lie has for ever bid farewell to life. 

(hi. How ? Did the unhappy man die by a doom sent from 
heaven, and void of pain ? 

Muss. This already is fit even to excite astonishment. For 
how indeed lie went lienee, you too, being somewhere present, 
know, no one of his friends acting as guide, but be himself 
lending the wav to ns all. Hut when he came ft* the threshold 
of the steep descent, (mu-rooted in earth with brazen steps, 
he stood in one t»f‘ the many-dividing ways near the hollow 
cave, where lie the ever faithful pledges ot 1 heseus and Piri- 

' ** Cur dens inferos ndoraturin* vniinm quasi pnefutur? An quod 
Pluto Kt/t'ttt Tt t (lit nit Stcsi chorus) non jttvci’s? 

Aliis^nne. 

’! |\i«rnr, Having come vainly, because? there wos no occasion for 
tlirm 1 >y prior guilt. 

n Tin* vnivA of the infernal regions appear to bo called well-polished, nr. 


tno» 

tin 


»rr lit r rally, polished by many, from the crowds that constantly made 
*ir <'titrniiir, Wr have something similar ill I AKTeliuB 


I 4 


— turn, portas propter, ahemi 


Si/fim mmiiiH tlexlras tihtemluuf mltcnunrl 

Sirpe saint imluni faelu, pl iclenpie meantlim."—Tub. 1. dl7. Tit* 

_Wunder trad < 7 T "\riuf from Munprave’s conjecture. lb^ 

4 If so very mueli took plnre during the time that the Chorus wftS 
suiKin^ lldrt stave, we are atreid that (>ne ('f the unitus, to uhlih the 
Greeks jinifl such attention, must have been not a little violated. 
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thous 1 . Standing between which place, and the Thorician 
rock, and the hollow thorn and the sepulchre of stone, he sat 
hiin down. Hien he loosed his squalid garments : and next, 
having called on his daughters, he ordered them from some place 
to bring the water for the bath, and libations from the running 
stream. And they, going to the conspicuous hill of the ver¬ 
dant Ceres, performed in a short time these injunctions to 
their father; and with lavers and with robes they decked him 
out in the way that is ritual. And when he had satisfaction 
in every thing being done, and there was nothing any lono-er 

undone of what he desired, Jove indeed thundered beneath the 
earth, and the virgins were frozen with horror as they heard 
it; and falling at the knees of their father, they wept nor did 
they cease from beatings of the breast and lengthened groans, 
liut lie, as he suddenly heard their bitter cries, folding his 
hands over them, said, “ O children, there is no longer to” you 
this day a father: for all that was mine has perished, and you 
no longer shall have the difficult toil of supporting me : grilv- 
ousit^s, I know, my daughters; but yet one word does 
away with all these troubles : for you enjoyed love from no 
moie than fiom me, of whom deprived you will now 

anoffi rem 1 T dei 1 of y° ur Thus clinging to one 

the ST ’ Wlt -v S ° bs ’ W t pt ' But whcn th ey came to 

prevailed • hnttv, T ^ - lnss V. and no C1 T arose, silence indeed 

h m so tlnS 1 T °“ e ° f RO ™ e one °n a sudden loudly called 
t , i . at aP > tr emblmg with terror, instantly raised unria-ht 

I . IT tbe ?. ft i» 

ilo^ou. ho you GEdipus ! why linger wo to *. i 

Long since there is delay oil your mrt ” § Tint l t0 ! par 1 t ‘ 
perceived he was summoned by the -od calk on T? " hen } c 

“O beloved friend, pledge to 

this spot, and h agreTdto Lcompany °the r ’i endShiP W ' fh Piritl]ous 

in recovering Proserpine, the^bfect of hU ° We - r re f°" s to assist him 
clutches of Pluto. The love and the f * , V asslonate love, from the 

Theseus was separated from his heroic ends h'P were alike ill-starred, 
with difficulty regained the light hut C ° n lP an,on b y earthquake, and 
demned to eternal darkness andchains P hous> was det amed, and con- 

p.TT amatorem trecentae 

^lnthoum cohibent catena/ 7 —Horace, 
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your right hand 1 ; and ye, my daughters, to him ; and solemn¬ 
ly ratify that you will never willingly betray them, but will 
always perform whatsoever you conceive advantageous to 
them.* ’ And he, like a noble man without lamentations, pro¬ 
mised on oath to perform these things to the stranger. k And 
when he bad done this, CEdipus, touching with unseeing hands 
his children, says, “ O children twain> it is necessary that, 
supporting generous resolutions in your minds, you should 
depart from these places, nor claim to see what it is not lawful 
to see, nor to hear those speaking such things 2 . But depart 
as quickly as possible, only let king Theseus be present to 
learn what is done.” So much we all heard him utter, and 
groaning with abundant tears, we departed along with the 
virgins ; and when we had gone away, turning in a short time, 
we saw the man no longer, indeed, anywhere present, but the 
king himself, holding his hand over his brow to shade his 
eyes, as if some horrible sight of fear had been disclosed, nor 
what was endurable to look upon 3 . A little afterwards, 
and in no long time, we see him paying adoration to earth 
and to Olympus, scat of the gods, in the same prayer. But 
by what fate he perished no one of mortals can tell, except 
Theseus : for neither did any bolt of the god, winged with 
lightning, destroy him, nor tempest raised from ocean at that 
moment; but it was either some messenger from the gods,, or 
sunless gap 4 of the shades beneath the earth, mercifully opening 
to receive him. For the man is not to be lamented, nor was he 
dismissed from life wretched with disease, but, if any other of 
mortals, worthy of admiration. And if I seem to speak not 
being in my senses, I would not yield to those to whom 

appeared deprived of sense. , 

Oir. But where are his children and the friends who con¬ 
ducted them ? . „ . , 

Mess. They are not far off, for the sounds of mourning not 

i “ The faith which I have already tried and proved in your protection 


of ttiP ^ t * 

2 Wc nre afraid this would operate with most women as a strong in- 

admirable, and affords one of the be* 

oxampieV of the author’s" graphic power The whole of tho deS<a,pUo^ 
indeed, is at once interesting and sublime, and lias obtained peculiar 
praises from the highest critieal source,—the pen of Longinus. 

4 So Wundcr, from the Scholia, for u\o7r>jruv. U. 
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Whtinct signify to » that they ore appro,.thing I, 

Ant. Woo, woe! alas! ‘tis not for us hmlo^* t. , 

T :: » 

sneering them! ^ incalculab,c ^amities, ivingund 

Ch. What is it ? 

Ant. Ye may conceive it, my friends. 

W'H. Is he "one ? 

™i^ T ‘ i^ CS ’ as * you W0lll d feel most desirous he should r 
why? whom neither Mars nor ocean met but th ^ F ° l ‘ 
plains, bearing him with th,,™ ,, l)Ut thc unseen 

nous fate. 'r ° c “ rt!li “ ■».«*- 

night of destruction lomo out oar n r 1 *“ 1,as . tl10 
eitlier to some foreii n u i , ^* \ . u 1 10 "*, 'vanderin«> 

shaU we gain life's hard-car,“absisttneo”°' VS ° f ‘ bC 

•u^p/^rs mv'SjdW' P1 ’"° b " r nw *» die 

is^oiwSh ! S ' nCC *° - «loaat. the 

wS SaS STi* ;* * «• *0 tear that avcil. 

5 °£, J n“ “ not f '» found M UCh 1 “““ UC 50Ur 

that which is bv no means nl/*n * £n °* uusenes; for 
least, I held hm in my arnfs Oh V^ S ? lc ? ;Ult whcn > at 

me, nor shall be. eie you ever unbeloved by 

Ch, He has fared——^ 

The scholiast has here very rashlv ront, j 

f re > Td iMve rov 7pd M arIe ^ * pieCC ° f ^ticism. 

differ with him toto eaelo. The Dlav nnit.fl Z fl " caT '“0P<$vijra. We 
of the messenger, and to have closed « th 7 ended with the speech 

giris aft^thw* 16 u ere S0 “sgoificently described 6 * 1 wJk 8eS, J". th the S “ b ' 
gins alter this could not fail to nm«r f L,, " e r - The w h«nngs of the 

disadvantage under which thev labour tk “ ! and to complete this natural 

them most intolerably stupid Soma’ J 16 poet bas contrived to render 

scholiast’s opinion; and to them IT’ n° W r r ' “ a y be ° f *he pathetic 

f_ lv > 1> ( v, and Co. Tr.—T here i, rt, Make a present of a? a 7 

s . ta f’” t0 the Pers® of ^schylus^and* 1 the a ^ t ? clim ^ or rather tedious 
Shakespere. But the Greeks/as well awK Kui ^ J Heni 7 the Eighth of 
fell victims to “legitimate'' flie-atTme^ B ™ dram& ^> often 
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Ant. Tic has fared as ho wished. 

Cir. And how r _ . 

A>"i’, As Ik* desired, he has died m a foicigo land, ancl 

ho has an ever-shaded hod beneath the earth, nor has he left 
mourning without tears \ for evei, oh tatlu i, this iua m *■ P 
i n .r OV e laments you, nor know 1 how it is possible for me, 
wretched to banish sueh -reat atHietion. Alas! you outfit 
not to have died in a foreign land, but thus you have died 

deserted by me. . 

Ism. Oh unhappy me! what desolate distressing fate again 

awaits in.- mid thee* dour sister, thus bcivftof a lather ! 

(’it. Hut since he has happily at least, dear virgins, closed 

the term of life, cease from this sorrow, tor no one is a dim- 

rult prey to misfortune. 

An i . Let us haste, loved sister, back. 

Ism. That, we may do what ? 

Ant. A desire possesses me-— 

Ism. What? 

Ant. To see the sepulchral home-* 

()f whom? 

Of our father Oh. unhappy mo ! 

Ism. But how is this lawful? Do you not SCC- 

Ant. '\V1iv do \<>u reprove this? 

Ism, And tliis, how- 

Ant. Why this so much again- 

Ism. He lias fallen unhuried, and apart Irom every one. 

Ant, ('undue!, me, and then slay me. _ 

Ism. "Woe, woe is me, unhappy! Where, in truth, hence¬ 
forth shall I, thus desolate and in want, endure my wretched 

existence ? 

('ll. 1 )i’fu* maids, fear nothing 1 . 

Ant. Hut where shall I fly? 

(<,, Kvrn before there has escaped- 

Ant*. From what? 

(;,j Yum* stale from falling into misery. 

A nt. 1 think ■ . , . , 

<Ai Wkaf, in truth, do you over wisely t.lnnlv. 

Ant. I know not how we shall return home. 

(III. Do not then enquire into it. 

* Tli a mt'iminK of ivvo or 111rrr KpnvhrH U obviously destroyed by 

corruption, or nithcr lniUilulum, <d the text. 


Ism. 
A N 1 
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Ant. Trouble possesses me. 

Ch. And formerly did. 

Ant. At one time indeed it advances farther, and at an¬ 
other passes all bounds. 

Ch. Ye have then obtained for your lot a vast sea [of 

troubles.] 

Ant. Yea, yea 1 . 

Ch. I too assent to it. 

Ant. Alas! alas! where shall we go, O Jove ? for to what 
hope does the god now, at least, incite us ? 

Theseus. Cease, virgins, from your dirges, for in those 
^ases where joy at least is stored up beneath the earth, we 
mght not to mourn; for there would be indignation of heaven. 

Ant. O, son of -ZEgeus! we fall down before thee. 

Th. To grant what boon, ye maids ? 

Ant. We wish with our own eyes to behold the tomb of 
mr father. 

Th. But it is not lawful. 

Ant. How sayest thou, king, ruler of Athens? 

Th. He forbade me, virgins, that any one of mortals should 
approach those places, or address the sacred sepulchre which 
be tenants; and he said, if I did this, that I should always 
gloriously possess this land uninjured. These words of ours, 
therefore, Jove heard, and he that hears everything, the oath 
af Jove. 

Ant. If these things are agreeable to him, they will suffice 
to us: but send us to Ogygian Thebes, if we may in any way 
prevent the slaughter coming on our brothers. 

Th. I will do this, and every thing at least which I am 
ibout to perform advantageous to you, and gratifying to him 
below the earth, who is just gone : for it does not befit me to 
weary in this task. 

Ch. But cease, nor any longer awake the voice of sorrow; 
for these things completely have ratification. 

1 These two lines are omitted by Dind. and Wunder. B. 
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Orkstks, in romjirtny with his tutor ami Pylados, comes to Argos, and, 
having deceived .Egisthus anil (Jlylemnestra with the report that he had 
hern killed hy falling from his chariot in the Oly mpic games, he reveals 
his bring yet alive to his sister, who had bewailed him as dead, and 
slays the two murderers, while vainly exulting in his own supposed 
end. B. 


DRAMATIS PERSON/E. 


Attend ant, 

( )ll khtks* 
Ki.kctiia. 

OilUIUJH. 


ClIRYSOTUKMlS 
C’ tYTICM NISSTR A 

vEgisthus, 


AtTKN J> A NT. o son of Agnmcninon who once commanded 
fho army at Troy 1 2 , now mayest lliou here present behold those 
tilings, for which lliou wri t ever eagerly longing. Tor this is 
the ancient Argos 3 , which thou didst desire, the grove of the 

1 This phiy won translated into Tallin hy Attilius. Cir. do Fin. I. c. ii. 
§.5. ** A qnibux tan (inn dissent io t u( t qrtum Sop (metes rcl optima scrip- 
iwrit Elect ram, (amen male conversant. Attiiii letjendam putem; de quo 
IJcinius, ferreum scrip tor cm; vert/m, opiuor, scriptorcrn tameu, ut 
Icf/cndus nit.** See Bentley on Tuh. Qmcst. p. 5G. Hermann. 

2 Euripides twitted Sophocles with thin lino us superfluous, who rc- 
Inrtcd with t he huitio object ion on the two first lines of the Pluxuiissiu. 
Seh. nit Phu'ii. Hermann thinks cither exordium would ho the worse lor 
the omission. 

:* Argos inhere applied to the country by Bruuck; but according to 
llm Museum t'nticum, No. I. “ The cities of Argos uud Myccme, being 
id most contiguous, wt'iit hy tlio general name of Argos, as the two cities 
of London mid Westminster arc known hy the. common denomination of 
London,'* If tins ancient reading, rb yap —he revived, and the. colon 
nftor olnroOttc removed, take firXrmc in apposition with Argos. Brunch's 
reading injures the metre. Hermann quotes Euripides to defend JSopho- 
r |,V boldness; luttx oV ( HUt l* n considers Argos used loosely to deno¬ 
minate tho wholo country and its divisions alike. 
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Ill 


frenzy-stricken daughter of Inachus 1 , and this, Orestes, the 
Lycaean forum of the wolf-slaying god; but this on the left, 
the renowned temple of Juno; and for the place whither we 
are arrived, assure thyself thou sees! the all-opulent Mycenae; 
and this the habitation of the Polopidie teeming with murders, 
whence I formerly, having received thee from thine own sister, 

^ * i. 

bore and rescued thee from thy father's bloody fate, and 
nourished thee thus far onwards in thy youth, as an avenger 
of his murder to thy sire. Now therefore, Orestes, and thou, 
Pylades 2 , dearest of foreign friends, what it is needful to do 
we must quickly consider, since already the brilliant light of 
the sun wakes clear the morning carols of the birds, and the 
dark night has gone from heaven 3 . Ere therefore any of the 
inhabitants walk forth from his dwelling, we must confer in 
counsel, since we are come to that point where there is no 
longer any season for delay, but the crisis for action. 


Orestes. O most beloved of serving-men, what evident 
proofs showest tliou that thou art good towards us: for even 
as a generous horse, although he be aged, in danger has not 
lost his spirit, but pricks his ears upright, even so thou both 
urgest us forward and art among the first to follow us. 
Wherefore my determinations will I unfold; and do thou, 
lending an alert attention to my words, if in aught I miss of 
what is fitting, set me right. For when I came a suppliant to 
the Pythian oracle, that I might learn in what way I should 
exact justice for my father from his murderers, Phoebus gave 
me an answer, such as thou presently shall hear: “That in 
person, alike unfurnished with armour and with martial host. 


1 Io, whose story is told in the Prometheus of iEschylus, from which 
play the word ohrpoirXr}^ is borrowed. The temple of Juno was, accord¬ 
ing to Strabo, fifteen stades to the left of the town: she was the patroness 
of Argos. 

2 Pylades was the son of Strophius, a Phocian prince, by a sister of 
Agamemnon, and being educated with his cousin Orestes, formed with, 
him a friendship that has become proverbial. 

3 Commentators disagree on the interpretation of this place. The 
scholiast suggests two constructions, an antiptosis, pLtXaivijQ vvktoq to, 
affrpa 4 kXIX owrtv, which has been followed by Brunck, and */cX*Xoi 7 re 
rC)V acTouv j? fikXcuva ev(j>p6vr], Musgrave translates t/cXeXoiTrsv ex- 

j nderstandin 0 derpa to mean the whole heavens, as Virgil, din. 
III. 567. 

Ter spurn am elisam et rorantia vidimus astra.” 

And this last is approved of by Monk in the Museum Criticum. 
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by craft I should steal the lawful slaughter of mine hand. 5 ’ 
Since then avc have hoard such an oracle as this, do thou 
entering, when opportunity shall introduce thee, into this 
house, learn all that there is doing, that being informed thou 
mayest tell us sure tidings. For fear not that with both thine 
own age and the long lapse of time they shall recognise thee, 
or even suspect thee thus tricked out 1 . But make use of some 
such tale as this, that thou art a Phocian®, stranger, coming 
from Phanotcus, since he is the cliietcst of the foreign allies 
they have. But announce, adding an oath 3 , that Orestes is 
dead by a violent death, having been tumbled from a wheeled 
chariot car at the Pythian games. So lot thy story stand. 
But we having, as he enjoined, first crowned my father’s 
sepulchre with libations and locks cropped from my head, will 
then come hack again, bearing in our hands a brazen-sided 
vessel, which thou also lcnowcst is somewhere hidden among 
the brushwood, that cheating them with words we may bring 
them pleasant tidings, how that my body is perished, aheady 
consumed by fire and reduced to ashes. For wlmt docs this 
pain me, when, dead in words, in deeds I shall be safe, and 
bear away renown ? I indeed think no expression ill-omened 
which gain attends 4 . For already have I frequently seen the 
wise also in story falsely dying 6 : then afterwards, when they 

1 Mu Kern vo objects to this meaning of the word it) vO tap l vov t tuul also 
to the scholiast’s idea: he proposes himself to render it. “ cams eapillia 
variegatum” avOm; is certainly applied to the hair. Suulns *md Mos- 

chopuluH nro against him. ~ .. 

2 'Vtotclioc nap dvSpdc <1 »nj'ortwt is Blomficld s reading. Mus. Erit. 

objection of Cam era r ins, that Orestes should not he made to 
nrlviHc perjury, has given Musgravo great trouble; and he proposes or 
to read ki ( k But it is too true that Orestes, by us own minus- 
H ; ollK i„„(. after, could make, like Ulysses, his own principles and those of 
others equally subservient, to his interests,^without much remorse. For 
the suppressed word dyyrAhn', see Brunek’s note. 

< Thus Meiiehuw in Kuripides: m f 

tcajci *c fth* vpi>u;‘ 11 irtprWiT* A* yaw 

iroiltik fi/n, fit) Onrwis \d ru > Ottvttv. , 

a Thin nil tides to rvthugoruH, who feigned himself dead to acquire trie 
reputation of proplirtio -kill. SSomoIxi. m,<l Arist.® of lWnuesus, 
nut.lior of Iho Avimn»pmn», Imvo rnmilnr utorii* toll <>r Ouun liy lUro- 
dotun, 11. IV. Honnnnn wonders nt tl.o rommentaton. for 
tration. here, undcratanding tho poet to allude to such dwtuiguiahed men 
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shall again hare returned home, they have been the more hon¬ 
oured. As I presume that I also, coming to life subsequently to 
this report, shall yet blaze forth, as a star, to my foes. But 
O land of my forefathers, and ye its gods indigenous, welcome 
me as prosperous in this my journey; and thou too, O abode 
of mj ancestors, for, urged by an impulse from heaven, I come 
to purge thee by my just revenge: then dismiss me not in 
dishonour from this my country, but [make me] master of my 
wealth and the restorer of my house 1 . This now have I said, 
but old man be it at once thy care, having gone, to execute 
with caution thy duty, but we will go forth, for it is the season • 
which indeed is to mankind the greatest arbiter of every act 2 ’ 
Electra. Alas! ah me unhappy! * 

At. In sooth methought I heard from the door some female 
servant inside heaving a suppressed sigh, my son. 

Or Can it be the hapless Elcctra? wilt thou we tarry here 
and listen to her cries? y e 

At. By no means. Let us attempt to execute nothin"* prior 
to the commands of Losias’, and f,im these to commence Z 

usS victors !" ’'“I """ 5 ‘°. tl,y £:llhcr ’ f » r this brings 
us, D°m Mctoi-y and strength in action. 

0 ll ° ly and a “* that sharest equal snace with 

earth, how many a strain of mournful dirges hnw m 

against my bleeding breast hast thou witnessed for mr^wh^ 
the hateful couches of this house of tvoes L conscfcSfw 

S”I« r “4,«" r f ZlZj™Mi' TT Wi “ ■"‘ i f t“» 

1 This may be given better tlf,!. Skater repute than ever. 

honours outcast from my country,’ buTa master me not a dis- 

Thus in Pluloctetes, y. 837. ’ etcv 

Kaip6 s T oi ndvruv yvwfiav la\oiv 

3 “ The epithet ™ Sa ™ c ' lT0 ' aQWTcu. 

interpreted by the scholia hi two ways^either ^ b f Gr6ek P oets is 
direction of his voice, (i. e the amhill’it fi. referring to the oblique 
to him from the oblioue nats ,, s ty of 1113 oracles,) or as belonging 
Translation of Aristophanes. f ^ thl0U Z h the ecliptic/' Oxf. 

a "’roWntf^quodwo dof X ° V ’ BrUDCk ’ rece ^it. Musgrave says 
to tele, melius omnino hic^ fonvenit™!™ 1 poslt ? m cit f t Budseus ex Aris- 
resio, superstim valet TTfm ? qUa ? a P assivum VTroXeiTreaOat tm«A 

miM non s a t;« m men l e g e ndmn sit vtt okehrn »n 


I 
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oft I mourn mine unhappy sire, whom in a foreign country 
gory Mars entertained not 1 , but my mother, and JEgisthus the 
partner of her bed, lop off his head with muidcious axe, as 
wood-cutters an oak. And for all this no pity is felt b) any 
other save me, when thou, my father, hast penslietl so dis- 
gracefully and piteously. But never then will I desist from 
laments and bitter cries, as long as I look on the all*glowing 
beams of the stars, as I look on this daylight; so as not, hke 
some nightingale that has lost her young 2 , to pour forth to all 
mine echo inviting to shrill lament before the?>o gates of my 
native home. O abode of Pluto and of Proserpine, O nether 
Mercury 3 and awful Curse, and ye venerable children of the 
gods, ye Furies, who regard them that unjustly perish, them 
that by stealth usurp another s bed 4 , come ye, lend aid, a\enge 
the murder of our father, and to me send my brothei, for alone 
I have no longer strength to weigh up the burden 01 affliction 

that is in the opposite scale. 

Chorus. Ah! Electra, child, child of a most wretched mo¬ 
ther, why thus insatiably dost thou pine in lamentation, lor 

Agamemnon long since taken most godlessly P ^ 

crafty mother and to an evil hand betrayed? O that he who 
caused this might perish, if it be lawful for me to utter this. 


1 Cf. JEsch. Choeph. 345, d yap vn ’iXiop npoc tivoq Avkiwv, Trartp 

dopirp.r)TOQ KarrivctpltrQnQ. B. „ Mn<; ~ rave 

2 Brunck translates the Greek word, pulhs orb at a . Musgr ^ 
however, considering it an allusion to the fate of Philomela and Itys, 
renders it “ liberorum suorum interfectrix ” As Franklm observes 

v. 147, Procne, who put Itys to death, is supposed by 

pides, and Aristophanes, (in his play ot the Birds,) to have e g 

^ 3 ° Mercury is addressed by this name in allusion to his office as con* 

ductor of the dead:— 

“ __——Animas ille evocat Oreo 

Pallentes, sub Tartara tristia mittit; ^ ^ 

Dat somnos adimitque, et lumina morte resignat. , 

From the third office enumerated by Virgil; we may suppose that Electra s 

n ravers had already been effectually addressed to this god, as Ciytemnes. 

SI after sends offerings to Agamemnon’s tomb in consequence of 

having had her rest disturbed by dreams of ill omen. , 

4 Hermann admitting an hiatus of some words before roue, flUs ,t np 
thus 7a£nZ tuTpJ« ? oSSro US rtrfc, quibus furto ereptus e*t pro- 


toTtcSm 

6 « AvaTavorarac, Schol. UwXttrrdrTjc recte 
Euripidis Here. Fur. 1349.” Brunck. 


Vide Musgravium ad 
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Ei. Offspring of noble parents, ye are come as the solace of 

my troubles; I both know and am conscious of this; in no 

wise does it escape me, nor will I forsake this [task] so as not 

to bemoan my wretched father. But, ye that requite the boon 

of every kind of friendship, leave me thus to languish, alas! 
alas! I imploie you. 

.u C ?\ Ye ^ tll0u AVllt ncvcr raJso thy father at least from 
tne lake oi Fiuto, man s common bourne, neither by shrieks 

nor prayers 1 . But from moderate [laments] to a grief beyond 

reason, thou ever with groans art perishing. In matters 

wherein there is no release from evil, why, 1 prav you, art 
thou fond of misery intolerable? ' 

Ei. Foolish lie, who is forgetful of his parents calamitously 
eceased. But the sorrower that mourns for I tvs 2 , ever Ityl 
that affrighted bird messenger of Jove, accords with my fed’ 
mgs at east. O all-wretched Niobe, thee, thee I account a 
deity, who ever m thy stony tomb weepest, alas! alas! 

t iee al . 0ne ’ b .°. sm ; c ’ m 7 child, among mankind 
with whom S^ ere T h th ° U sm ’P«sscst those within, 

sorroweth in his youth concealed 3 , whom one d iv tL , ‘ 
nowned land of the Mycenians shall welcome haply \n ances" 

1116 benisn co “ d " ct rf s 

hu fo “ d 

son e P ’ ln the Odyssey, similarly describes her „,; c f m 
520. See some excellent observations on the line jL 8 o f ‘ ■ ° d ' 

x*u iroXvtjxea <pu,vi]p among Twining’s remarks on ,p “ 7rw<Ta 

musical sound by poetry. Arist. Poet. PreL Diss e *P«ssion of 

Hermann makes d X euv a noun, and construes it u -iH 

. Happy i n a youth unknown t „ a3tlues with Kpvirry. 

is much less forced than the common version Tr Ir f -TL This 

'.niSrh.“” iu r s " row " cu - 

donate appeal to Electra’sTappiS Amwhtf^ to „ crown the affec. 

]{ * aU, is so in the turn S^les; and 

that which was meant so differentlv g tk- y Electra 3 mounded spirit to 

editors have preserved; and Brunck’s anc^ I lvr, h0WeT T , none of the °Wer 
passage show their error. k d Mus 6 r ave’s annotations on this 
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El. Whom forsooth I unceasingly expecting, wretch that I 
am! childless, unwedded, am ever roaming, drenched in tears, 
supporting unceasing pain of miseries; while ho is forgetful 
of all that he has received, and all he lias been taught. ^ Eor 
what message goes forth from me that is not mocked. Since 
he is ever longing indeed, but though lie longs, lie deigns not 

to make his appearance. . . . 

Cir. Courage, my daughter, courage! There is a mighty 

Jove in heaven 1 , who overlooked! and swayeth all things; to 

whom referring thy too bitter cholcr, be neither over indignant 

witli nor forgetful of those whom thou detestest: for time is a 

lenient god. Since neither is the son of Agamemnon that 

lives on the herd-pasturing shore ot Cnsa without return, noi 

the god that reigns by Acheron. , 

El. But from me the greater part of life hath alieady 

nassud awav without hope, nor can I longer endure, who with¬ 
out parents^am wasting myself away, for whom no man stands 
forth as champion, but like some worthless stranger I dwell 
in the chambers of my father, in raiment thus disgraceful, and 

to C!n ,ny pitiab e ic lt indeed were' 8 the words at his return 9 , and 
■nidivide that in thy father’s chambers, when the adverse stroke 
Sf iSo nll bvnl, L was initiated on him l'raud it was that 

nromnted lust that perpetrated, the murder, lulling fcai u y 

r>rr K C ';, t " boia K a fomfid whether it were god or 

on! f,;;!, aUVV1.«t dawned above all indeed most bate- 
ftll to me: O night? O alioeking woes of that horrible banquet 

2fiSS5£rfc?; 

Bevornl nctionB in tin* I oloponnesian wa ^ Arcivc people 6n Agamem* 
non’^'rHuru/tlui luluUrrou* *ovo« of AJgisthus and Clytemncstra being 

known to them. *S«cs A*»cHylu«. 

4 prcciHelv ShaUoipcare h meat . 

•* Between the noting of n drciulful thing. 

And the Amt motion, all the interim is ^ 

Like a phantasma, or a hideous dream.^ ^ Qct 2 , BC . l» 
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—the disgraceful death mv sire beheld from twain assassins, 
that seized upon mv life betrayed, that destroyed me! lo 
whom may the mighty god of Olympus give to endure retri¬ 
butive sufferings, and may they never enjoy their splendour, 

having accomplished such deeds. 

Cu. Bethink thee: speak no further : art thou not conscious 1 
from what a state thou fullest at present into hardships all 
thine own thus unworthily ! For thou hast incurred over and 
above an excess of evils, continually gendering quarrels by thy 
sad spirit. But these matters are not worth the strife, to cope 
with those in power 2 3 . 

El. By dreadful woes have I been forced to it, av, terrible. 
I am fully conscious of my wrath, nor does it escape me. But 
enough, amid such atrocious crimes I shall never cheek a these 


miseries as long as life shall contain me. For from whom, O 
friendly race, could I ever hear a profitable word? from whom 


that which is opportune. Forbear, forbear me, ye comforters : 
for these woes shall be ne’er relaxed! never will I rest from 


these troubles thus countless in my laments. 

V 

Cir. Nay, but with good-will at least I advise as a faithful 
mother, that thou beget not woe on woe. 

El. And what measure exists to my wretchedness ? Come, 
how is it honourable to be careless of the dead ? with whom 
of mankind originated this 4 ? May ‘I neither be had in honour 
among them, nor if I am united to any good may I dwell with 
it in tranquillity, if I repress the flights of my shrill-toned 


1 Musgrave, in his notes, proposes the following alterations in these 
lines:— 


Ot> yvbjfiav i<rx Bt C ££ o&wv 
ra TtapovT oijcei£, a r f/f araf 

fL.fl7ri7TT€t£ OVTtJ QKCL IOJQ. 

He also interprets, and perhaps with correctness, arj) by vesania . Tr.— 

oUiiag dray, “evils all your own/' For Electra had not shewn the 

same submission as Chrysothemis, and consequently met with harsher 
treatment. B. 


- Henn. tt oXtfiovg, race ro 7c Swarotg 

Ovk cpnrrd irXaQuv. 

So as to cope with those in power on these points which admit not of 

gainsaying. Tr.—P erhaps we should read ttXciQlov* B. 

3 arag, see v. 208. 


J Or, 14 in whom of men hath this arisen?” This is perhaps the better 
translation. Brandt’s Latin version has, ubinam homo est eo ingenio 
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shrieks to the dishonour of my parents. For if ke having 
fallen shall lie in earth, a thing of nought, and they shall not 
in. turn give satisfaction with blood, for blood, then may shame 
and piety from all mankind be annihilated . 

Ch. I indeed, my child, came to promote at once thy 
welfare and mine own; but if I advise not well, cm thou prevail, 

for' we will follow in thy company. _ . 

Ei Ladies, I blush, if in my many lamentations I seem to 

you to be too downhearted, yet, for their violence forces me to 
do it forgive me. For how could any woman of high family, 
looking on her father's wrongs, not act thus, wrongs t a y 
day and by night I see continually budding rather than 
withering 2 - to whom, in the first place, the deeds of the 
mother that bore me have turned out most hateful ; ncxt,m 
mine ovm home I consort with the assassins o my ’ 

bv these I am controlled, and from these it is my lot ah 
receive and to want: furthermore, what manner of days tlnnk 
I nass when I behold JEgisthus seated on my fatliei S 
throne f and look on him dressed in the very garments that he 
wore 3 ’and pouring out libations to the household gods, wheie 

the assassin himself in the bed of my father with my guilty 

mother if I must call her mother, thus cohabiting u ith i ^ • 

So hardened is she, that she lives with that pollution, in feai 

of no aven«in (r Fury; hut as if triumphantly laughing at what 

^e haT done having looked out for that day on which she 

forrnerlv slew my father by treachery, on that day she msti- 
foimeily s ^ an d sacrifices the monthly offerings of 

shlept> hm guardian gods*; while I, the miserable, witnessing 

i Timon’s curse on Athens, when he quit*^ r ^ er - ,S g^ fi ^“ P of 
fication of this prayer (if it be a prayer; or niecir 

Athens, act 4, sc. 1. 

* Similarly Philoctetes^ ^ v( ; aoe 

r ‘^ X£ ;^inrti°KesfaC a 'stati;s 25 Theb. v. 315, 

a « Vestimenta reg'hus solemn.ter ^ ^ regni. Pur- 

%!rZ: eff O e Phccnomen. Rcges-satis religiose lumcaH. 

Nonnus. K. 20. a <n\n>a <patdp<i tok »>c , „ M e 

Av 0 «to, 7 ropdx-()t<|' TTtnaXaypiva poptn k»XV- ™ % ^ 

< « Clvtemnest«; invitation of the solemn honours paid to the gods 



282 — 307 . 


ELECTRA. 


11.9 


all this at home, lament, pine away, and shriek over the ill- 
omened feast that bears my father’s name; alone, to myself, 
for I have not power even to weep so much as my soul has 
pleasure in doing; since the woman herself, in words liio-h- 
spnited , accosts and reviles me with such harsh terms as 
these: »O ^god-detested thing of hate, to thee alone is thy 
lather dead: Is none else of mankind in grief? Mayest thou 
perish evilly, nor may the nether gods ever release thee from 
thy present woes.” Thus she insults me: but when she hears 
from any that Orestes is about to come, then infuriate she 
comes and cries aloud: “ Art thou not the cause of all this to 
” 1C ' !s not this thy work, that didst steal and spirit away 
Orestes from my hands: But b > assured that thou shalt pav 
a deserved penalty at least 2 .” Thus does she bark upon me 
and with her close at her side sets her on to this that glorious 
man, her nusband, that utter dastard, that very post that 
fighter of his battles with woman’s aid. While ‘ I. unhappy 
expecting from time to time that Orestes will come upon them 

f ‘ft am undone. For, ever pining to 

me . In such a condition then, my friends, there is no room 

and heroes on the new moonSj called therefore tturner* , , 

monthly festival vcith itpa, instituted a 

1*1 * "" * ltii sacrifices to the trods her nreservprc nn i 

which Agamemnon was murdered. This was celebr^J ’ ^ °? 

momh. o, „f “ g P 1 lu “ r “<* " f tttt 

in sr 

swaas* *«■&» ^ <° 

wrong. B. translation, as she is called,” is quite 

falfen^Sim to of S L t0 ^ had not ere this 

took no pains to conceal heT abhorrence m o 0 r ri r ; ^ b> ' ° Wn account ** 
haps we must refer it to the same cause Per ' 

Telemachus so long—superstition • in TO u- a it "t, ° d y sse y. preserves 
and which by no means ccases t-ilh ^ W6re most P r ^e, 

p "”“ “ d 
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for either prudence or proper respect, hut in evils forsooth, 
there is absolute necessity to be subservient to cm . 

Ch. Come, tell me, whether saycsttlioualthis 
iEgisthus being at hand, or. having quitted Ins home . 

Ei. Even so. Think not I could walk abroad weie ne 

■near • but now he happens to be in the country. 

Ch. Truly then would I with greater boldness 30m 

thee in discourse, if this be indeed so. 

El. As he is now absent, question wl at thou T" l \ ,. other > 
Cu. Then I ask thee, what sayest thou of thy biothe . 

will he conic, or delays he ? I wish to know. , 

Ee. He promises at least, but promising P 

Xy.'l« Sfc performance of a migl.ty deed is 

"r^And yet it was not will, delay I saved Mm, 

Cir Courage • he is naturally generous to aid his fiicnds. 

El lam confident of it, else had I not long to live. 

Cn- Speak nothing frndher - S2 

?„°d tSi in 

her hands, such as me^ ic appom this thou again 

Chrvsotiiemis. ^ entrance of the vestibule; 

hohlest, having conic foi th to th ^ ^ ^ llot id ly to 

n0t 'ff a fruitless rage > ‘ Nevertheless thus fiir 1 know myself, 
gratify a fruitless la^u . , n „ mc +«nnp'? * so muck so that 

that l am grieved at presen cir ^ dis ^ lose w hat are my 
were I to acqune the ] , misei . ics j think fit to 

sentiments towards them. 1 - indeed I effect some- 

voyage with lowered sail, and not £,, ^ . COYel . would I have 

thin", yet work them no mischief, lhusmo 

° - nmll rpraarks that this is merely like ovrec 

lat jjfvrfll' andme'ans » all the hopes I have." B. 

‘ T,m9 .Vy"t more-three daughters in his court are bred, 

And each well worthy of a royal be , 

Laodicc, and Iphlgenia fur, „ 

And bright Cbrysothemis with golden little reason for 

The original lina 'Iphinnassa, w 110 8 a C \ificed at Aulis. Eleotra » 

wW. Laodto. T..-Bu« 

the same person. Cf* Lucret, . •>* 
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thee also act: and yet the right is, not wherein I speak, but 
wherein thou judgest. But if I must needs live free, I must 
wholly obey my master. 

* 4 r « 

I*.L. Shameful at least is it 1 , that tliou being from the father 
■whose horn child thou art, forgettest him, but art regardful of 
thy mother, tor all these admonitions to me are taught thee 
by her. and nought thou speakest of thyself. Else choose at 
least one of the two, either to be senseless, or in thy senses to 
have no remembrance of thy friends, since thou just now sayest, 
couldst tliou but get strength to it, tliou wouldst demonstrate thy 
abhorrence of these ; but with me, who am iu all things bent 
on vengeance for my father, thou not only dost not co-operate 
but also dissuadest me in action. Hath not this cowardice to 
add to misery r I-or instruct me, or learn of me, what advan¬ 
tage could accrue to me having desisted from these wailings 
Do not I hvc but ill, I know, yet well enough for me. And 
annoy them so as to attach honour to the dead, if in the 
other workl there be any pleasure: while thou, our hater 

muri'm"" r • ! I" ,lc0<1 “ ,,sortost "*!> thy fathers' 

I T T thy S ifts ’ wherein thou now wan- 

K. t, submit myself to these: no, to thee be the wealths 

nom-ishmenTbe nd fl ° W a ? Und thee : to me the only 

nourishment he not to pain myself*; thine honour I covet not 

ST'S" ? 08ely ^ first 

belaid to' the ££ tiff tWp ' 

the Greek language dependingfor^LireatlTro^he'o^tl 6 '^ pr . otluctions of 

..d. » ,l« £ ZS& r** * » the multi, 

even^n so varorous a mind as Aristotle’s. h ld h taken r00t » 

thus remarks : C “ Schofiaste^etlhoc'in' M^S £”* the common reading, 

nuod hunc sensum efficeret • ~Mihi Tnt ' V, J^ e ^ Ur ’ Ct pneterea 

f ed o»nino retinendum \v*u,, Am; - , U * T! */ cere aliment a. 

tarat, sed alios angere ” Confpr r ir« ! ^i & r pobula sit, non me dun- 
reading ro.W uf, T „ Jv i ; , Hermann retains the common 

{nuhi hoc tantum eslo pabulum) and^ r ^ nde ” ’T* ™ non dol orem creare 
remorse she must experience if sh/nV Electra to allu de to the 

and her mother. Tr.—I have adonteH H ^ ' m ? 10US res P ect to Algisthus 
best suited to the sense SL u P t A Hermann s interpretation, as bein? 
text. B. SC ’ dthou S h 1 am persuaded all is not right in Jh! 
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to obtain; nor would* thou, at least wort thou wise : hut now 
when thou hast in thy power to he called the child ot a sire 
the noblest of all. be c alled thy mother s : lor thus to most 
men wilt thou show thyself base, deserting thy murdered 

father art<l thv friends. 

On. Nought wrathfully. I pray you by the gods : since 
there is profit in the words of both, wouldst thou but learn to 

make use of hers, and she in turn of thine. , . 

I, ladies, am in some sort accustomed to hir vionk. 

nor had I ever recalled it to he r mind, had 1 not. heard 
grievous afflict inn earning upon her, which will withhold hci 

from the se protracteel lamentations. , n 

Ki, Come, tell me then the- hardship: for shoulelst thou tell 

me ought, greater than these present, 1 would no longer con- 

tr °CH« lh Nay, I will tell thee all, ns much as I know. For 
thev purpose! if thou wilt not desist from these wailings, to 
send theo tliithcr. where never shalt tliou behold the hg i 
the sun*- 0 belt 1 iviiig in n confined vault, without this country 
shalt thou eliaunt thy woes. Wherefore bethink thee, and 
newer hereafter when them hast suffered blame me. *«r now 
it is thine to be wise i» good time • > 

V- What then, and have they resolved thus to tit at me . 

M~t ».,r.:iy , wl.™ in r,.,t -KgW«» -l-’-ll “■»« 

ho Z' Nov then mny he quickly arrive for this at least. 

Cnn Wimt woi-ds are these thou curse* tl.yselt withal, 

^KtlT^That he may come, if he purposes to do nuglit of this. 
Cun. That tliou mayest feel what suffering? ' 

tl,y Kn. n T»"nt T may escape ns far ns possible from you. 

Cun. llut hast thou no regard to thy present i e . 

. t. f ..mscLmI tliftt thi« neon® roffcrablcd one in Anti- 

pontshment with which Bhrtra 
^ «< P If tnmirnful eric, sad waiht.«« 

AvMlted thnre I® not one# be well nianml) 

That o*er would oo«e th«m. Infftnnt tnVa her lumoo, 

Iciolo^ bar in the rock'* ffopulohrnl onvo^ 

Potter, Ant. p. in. 


II 

iVhcro can 
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El. Ay, a fine life is mine, worth admiring! 

Chr. S"ay, it might be, and thou knewest how to be wise. 
El, Teach me not to be a traitress to my friends. 

Chr. I teach thee not so, but to give way to those in power. 
El. Do thou thus flatter ; thou speakest not my wont. 
Chr. Yet surely it is honourable at least not to have fallen 
from imprudence. 

El. I will fall, if needs I must, in avenging my father. 
Chr. Our father, I am sure, grants indulgence in this 1 . 

El. These words it is the coward's part to praise. 

Chr. But wilt not thou be persuaded and consent to me? 
El. No truly. May I not yet be so void of understanding 2 . 
Chr. Then will I too begone on my way, whither I was 
sent. 


El. But whither art thou wending r to whom carries! thou 
these offerings 1 

__ O 

Che. My mother sends me to make libations at my fathers 

tomb. 

El. How sayest thou? to the deadliest of her human 
enemies ? 


Chr. Whom herself slew 3 : for this wouldst thou say. 

El. At the persuasion of whom of her friends ? Whose 
pleasure is this ? 


Chr. From some nocturnal fright, to my thinking. 


1 Tims Ism me to her sister:— 

** I then (of those beneath the earth revered 
Imploring pardon, since by force constrained) 

Will yield obedience to one potent lord. 

Attempts beyond our strength no prudence show,” 


, . , , ruLicr, ant, v. o». 

Mqxw, per Airoriyra for priors, since no), as Buttmann has observed 
“ Greek Grammar, includes always a reference to past time. On this 
see Porson ad Hec. 1260 . 

* Bomer’i account is different: vid. Od. IV. 529. 

Africa ^ AryMr0of coXirjv i<ppa<rccLTO riyvi/v 
Kpivaptvog caret c fjjiov titKotri QCjtclq dptarov^ 


iripwBt 
■P 4 j 3» saXiMv 


V* % m ar t r —f ^ 

lywocaiy cat oxt<r$iv, deuesa fiepprjpiZw. 

® WIC dAw 6 Xf^pov di'jfyaye rat carl 

farther adds, that iKgitfhm alone escaped, botl 
anon s followers being tliin 
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Ft O "ods of my fathers ! aid me even now. 

C.re. lh»t tliou Ly cheering hope rc.pcctmg th^te™^ 
El, Wouldst thou relate to me the vision, I then could 

Ciir. I know not, save a little, to tell thec - , 

E r , N t c il me that. Many a trifling word, believe me, 

hath ere now both overthrown and established moitals. 

t in There was a report that she witnessed a second 
thne the Dt-csencc of my and tliv father having returned to life, 
and then that he, having; taken the staff which once he^ bore 
but now JKg.8thus^ fixed ^n tho ^tli^ ^ & 

up a vigorous scion, vv icie tl t related it, 

W as overshadowed . 1 Ills ! 1cm UU ^ tQ thc suu *. 

who was present w line sne 1 n( i s mc £ n 

Hut more than this I know not, save that she semis me 

.f*. «>»'»■ F&IXSZS* 7o°r d “f Cu 

Bh. itot. r Wove;, Of »U th» 

fi hated woman to 

or to carry expiatory libations to m> latho. f i,,«t\vherc 

them secretly, either to the v, ■» \ . , of rest: 

never any of them shall i for her- 

tu ° mo8t <laHn8 of rr n * 

she'in the first place had never at any ^ 

dm!wheth«‘re f cidombed dead in thy opinion receives these 

i r’i I rm of ALsclivlus* from which Sophocles has 
i Compare the Choephorrc ot /i^scnyiua, 

borrowed the idea of the dream. . * *.l 0 «badca of nicht from 

» Under an idea that [ KMa SS been due,.toned 

the earth, was also eapuhlo of aver f? nUmned by dreams, used to 

loH X!': to tho'sun - C and honeo, says Franklin. Apollo was termed 'A,. 

Tpoiraloi. " mt ut tandem Medea te.udiras, 

Uaptit toris, primi jubnr a<l plaea i o y 330 . 

. He^ann^a^o ahiy jmin^ 

nlarTwirinwT made doubly vindictive in her purposes toward. 
Elcctra by few. 



443—476. 


ELECTRA« 


125 


honours in mood friendly to her: by whom perishing unho- 
nourcd, like a foe, he was mangled, and for a purification she 
wiped off her spots upon his head 1 . What, thinkest thou to 
bear these as atonements of the murder for her r It cannot be. 
But leave these alone, and do thou having cut from the ring¬ 
lets on thine head the extreme hairs 2 , and from me unhappy, 
a paltrv gift indeed, but still such as I have, give him this 
squalid 3 [hair], and my girdle, not garnished with fineries. And 
falling down, beseech him from the earth to come a kindly aid 
to us against our enemies, and that his son Orestes with 
mightier hand may alive trample under foot his foes, that 
henceforth we may crown him with wealthier hands, than 
wherewith we now offer our gifts. I think indeed, I think 
that he hath some plan in sending to her these dreams of hor¬ 
rid aspect. But, however, my sister, perform this service for 
both thyself and me an aid, and for the most beloved of all 
mankind, now lying in Hades, our common sire. 

Oit. With piety the damsel speaks : but thou, my friend, 
if thou be wise, wilt do this. 

Cnn. I will do it; for that which is right has no good 
reason for one to strive with two, but to hasten its perform¬ 
ance. But, upon my attempting these deeds, let there be 
silence on your part, for the gods’ sake, my friends, since if 
my mother shall hear of this, a bitter attempt, methinks, I 
shall yet hazard in this. 

Ch. If I be not born a foolish prophet, and wanting in wise 
judgment, there will come Justice the prophetic, bearing in 

1 Those among the ancients who had murdered any person, believed 
that the wiping their swords or any other weapon they had used on the 
head of the deceased, would prevent his avenging spirit from having power 
upon them. The cutting off and wearing under their arms a piece of flesh 
taken from the dead body was also thought a spell of like influence. 

a “It hath been observed, that the ceremony of cutting off the hair, 
while it was obviously expressive of violent emotion, had a latent meaning 
combed unaer it. As the hair was cut off from the head, never more to 
be united to it, so were the dead cut off from the living, never more to 
return. This usage was not confined to the heathen world. It is taken 
notice of in Scripture: Ezekiel, describing a great lamentation, says, 

They shall make themselves utterly bald for thee:’ c. xxvii. 31 ” Notes 
to Trans. Min. Poet. Q. 191. 

3 Defendi potest d\L7raprj } modo ea vox significare putetur comam 

non accommodatam supplicationi, ut quae non satis compta atque nitide 
nabita sit. Herm. 
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her lionds righteous mastery: she will pursue them, my 
child at no distant period. Confidence rises within. me, just 
now hearing the sweetly-breathing dreams 1 . For never is 
thv parent' the king of Greeks forgetful at least, nor the 
ancient brazen two-edged axe, which slew him with most 
shameful insults. Also shall come the many-footed and 
manv-handed Erinnvs of brazen tread, that is concealed m 
dreadful ambush. For an incestuous unhallowed rivalry oi 
blood-defiled nuptials has come upon those to whom it was , 
unlawful. For these deeds, of a truth, it holds by me that 
no portent can ever, ever be conic upon us without liairn o 
either the doers or the accomplices. In good truth, theie 
are no auguries to mortals in alarming dreams, nor m oracles, 
unless this apparition of the night shall anchor at last in 
,r 0 o<F U toilsome horsemanship of 1 clops in old time, 
woeful earnest thou to this country! For since the drowned 
Mvrtilus 3 was sent to [his last) sleep, hurled headlong forth 
in 3 dire insult from his all-golden car, no calamity ot in J 

i roubles hiilli over yet been wanting to tins house. 

Cr ytfmni stka. Let loose, it seems, again thou roamest: 
for iildstlms is not here, who ever checked thee lest, being 
abroad, tl.ou shouldst dishonour thy friends. But no^ as ho 

is absent, thou lieedest not me at least J ' j 

hast actually denounced me at large and to many, as that 1 

1 Tint is to till- party of Agamemnon, in proportion as they came un- 

““ I , ,i„, „f Bhurinir tliu favours of Il.ppodnnua. 

SdOT perfidy,^Ih lops threw him into the sea, thus exemplifying the 
word, of Sl.ukspei.re's l lonry^ Umt do , ison need; 

Nor do I tliee, though l did wish him dead. 

I halo the murderer, love him murdered. 
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am impudent, and. contrary to justice, am the aggressor in 
insolence to thee and thine 1 . Yet have I no insolence : but 
bespeak thee evil by being so often slandered by thee. For 
that thy father, no other pretence hast thou constantly, fell 
bv my hand. My hand : I know it well, I have no denial to 

m w * * 

make of this. For Justice took him not I only, which thou 
oughtest to aid, wert thou haply in thy senses. Since this 
thy father, whom thou art ever wailing, alone of Greeks 
could bear 1 , to sacrifice to the gods thine own sister, though 
he suffered not from pain, when he begat her, equally with 
me that hare her. Enough, teach me now for whose sake 
he sacrificed her- 3 . Wilt thou say, for the Greeks ? But 
they had no claim to kill my daughter at least But if forsooth 
then for his brother Menelaus he murdered what was mine, 
was he not bound to give me due satisfaction ? Had not he 
two children 4 , for whom to die was more reasonable than for 
her, they being of the father and mother for whose sake was 
the voyage? What, had Hades a desire of my children, 
rather than hers, to glut himself with them ? Or was affection 
for his children by me, neglected by their abandoned father, 
yet remained in Menelaus? Were not these the acts of a 
witless sire, a villain in purpose ? I indeed think so, even 
though I speak contrary to thy sentiments. But the deceased 
at least would so say, could she resume her voice. I then am 
not disheartened at what I have done; but if I seem to thee 

to judge amiss, do thou, preserving righteous judgment, re¬ 
proach those near of kin 5 . 

El. 1 hou 'wilt not now at least assert that X having com¬ 
menced with some offensive words, have then heard this from 


* .erraann places a comma after not, he says, because the read- 

in^ adopted by Brunck and others is incorrect, (v. Matth. Gr. Gr. § 549,) 
but because apx'w is a better sequel to the preceding Opaatia 

* " ^ ^24. trXa c ovv Ovrigp ytvkvQcu Qvyarpbg. B. 

, tivoq tQu. av , 11 Jn return for what, in favour to 

*homr Thus in the Nubes, avri before roO is omitted, v . 22 

is in umon^rith th °“ gh ik militate9 a S ainst Homer's account, 

4 Epfuoti* c ovpiK\tiTijj McvtXau 

* ». e. thy fsthcr rar<W * yilK6(rT P ar0 *'> 5 P»v ' Apw. 
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thee: out, wouldst thou permit me, I would rightly argue 
at once in behalf of the deceased and my sister. 

Cly. Nay then Ido permit; but hadst thou always thus 

be<nm thme address to mo, thou hadst not boon otfciisit e to 

& 

listen to. 

El. Well then, to thee I speak. Thou ownest thou killed 
my father. Than this what confession could be yet move 
base, whether m fine with justice or without? But I will 
prove to thee that thou didst not slay him with justice at 
least; but persuasion from a villain, with whom thou now 
companies, allured thee to it. Nay, ask the huntress Diana, 
in revenue lor what those many winds detained them at Aulis. 
or I will tell thee, for from her it is not allowed thee to learn. 
My father once, as I hear, sporting in the groves of the god¬ 
dess, roused on loot a dappled, antlered stag, in whose 
slaughter exulting, he chanced to utter some [haughty] word . 
And, thenceforth angered, the maiden daughter of Latona de¬ 
tained the Greeks, that my father as satisfaction for the beast 
should offer up his daughter. 'J ims was her sacrifice; since 
no other release was there to the host, homewards or to Troy. 
On whose behalf, having been forcefully constrained, aud 
having resisted much, he reluctantly sacrificed her, not for 
Menclaus’ sake. If, however, for I will state even thy plea, 
wishing to profit him. he acted thus, ought he for this to 
have died by thy hands? By what right? Beware, lest m 
ordaining to mankind this rule, thou ordain thyself woe and 
repentance. For if we shall slay one for another, thou, mark 
me, shouldst die the first, at least hadst thou thy due. But 
look to it, lest thou set up a plea that does not exist. For 
tell me, an thou wilt, in requital of what thou happenest at 
present to be committing deeds the most infamous possible: 
thou that couchest with the assassin, with whom tlipu erst 

l The business of the ancient poets, nnd, till very lately, of our own, 
bus constantly been to inculcate submission to the will of heaven, an 
respect for all tilings more, immediately connected with it. In conformity 
to this proposed object, insolence to Minerva is stated by Cal el ins to bo 
r? tlu 1 , l . and tlic wound inflicted on Venus by Diomed 

home by an unfaithful wife ; while the still 

more audacious , becfiiiHO tlio more personal, insults to the deities ottered by 
Luomedon, lay tlio towers of Ilium, the work of non than human hands, 
in tho dust. V Nor wns the prince of lyric poets less religious than the 

tragedians 4 , \id. 01. 9. 56* 
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didst destroy my father, and hast children by him*; while 
tin former lawful progeny* from lawful lineage sprung, thou 
castest out. How could I approve of this ? What, wilt thou 
say that this too is vengeance thou takest for thy daughter 2 2 
Basely, even shouldst thou say so. For it is not honourable 
to marry with enemies, for the sake of a daughter. But it 
is not allowed even to advise thee, thee, that ventest thv 
whole talk of how I slander my mother. Nay, I at least 
account tliee a mistress rather than a mother to us, I that 

L ' vearlsomo h .{ e » ever treated with evil from tliee and 
thy paiamour; while the other far away, having hardlv es¬ 
caped thy hand, hapless Orestes, wears out a melancholy 
existence, whom thou hast often accused me of brhmincr up 

thi »- cid i had°po?vS! 

claim me to all, ,vhetta'',i ou *!“* Pro- 

fhll of impudence. For if I am naturally an adept in die so 
practices, I am almost no disgrace whatever to tl/naUire 

I .- Se f llt ' r breathing rage: but whether or no it exist 
with justice 3 , of this I see no further thought. 

„ ^ otdopfi<rcu 

<ro<pia * neat 

t 6 Kccvy^adOai rrapa Kcupois 
tt . Maj/tatcrtv v 7 tokpsk € i , 

- sassar- -«- 

rn - mentions Engine,, a daughter nf t r 

Tzelzes ad Lycoph. 1874 , plainly calls Cly^emnestraihc m^l’ ° f J 10m 
Euripides strengthens this nW h v thi n l 1 ; mother. Herm. 
ladies will think more foreible J z thZ A addltloa °f another, which the 

aad even brought her into tCLu n wmT“ D °"r kept another w<J » a ^ 
alluded to by Ovid° U “ e mtb lus wlfe - This fact is thus 

" Casta fnit Atr i dc3 un ? con tentus, et ilia 

^schylus also mentions ^ ^” FrankHn • 
phecies of her own and Agamemnni’ff^f^T^ ^ Argos ' and her Pm- 
general appear to have so little nk“ ^ ■ Indeed th e Grecian chiefs in 

treachery hardly „ ee d be refereed ^**1 C ° nj ' ,g f 1 fidelit r> that their wives’ 

deity. Ulysses alone (his loves with th @ ’"S? ° f Venus > or any other 
the score of influence beyond hum. tke goddesses must be excused on 
had a just sense (vid. Od. I 433^ P „f W j r to counteract) appears to have 

accordingly his wife continues V^thfultlhi 00 ^” 1 m , this Particular, and 

3 Hermann corrects- the .Air .. ?° 1111111 throughout. 

Electra justly harbours anger,” sZelr^^.L^ ! “ but whether 


K 
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Cet. Why, what thought should I have about her at least, 
who in such terms hath insulted her mother, and that too at 
such an age 1 ? What, does she not seem to thee likely to 

iiroceed to any crime without shame? __ , . 

Ee. Be now well assured that I feel shame at all this, even 

though I seem, not to thee so to do: and I am conscious that 
uiuugi , —but alas I for 

I act as disbe comes both m> a p c ana _„ rforce 

thy enmity and thy crimes compel me to act thus pe , 

si-nee bv the base are base deeds taught. __ _ , 

Cly' O shameless creature! doubtless I, and my wor s, 
and my deeds cause thee to speak a great deal too much 
Ei Thou speakest them, not I: for thou doest the deed, 

aU C t Y Cd B e^no^by queen Diana 2 , shalt thou go un¬ 
punished for this insolence, when ^Egisthus “ ^ 

1 Er Seest thou? thou art hurried off into ia & e, though 

!,,Sg 1«™ <• »y *l»tom I might wish; not 

^Cly 84 Wilt thou not then suffer me eYen to sacrifice amid 
sounds’of good omen 4 , now that I have allowed thee at least 

t0 pi. ^suffer, I bid thee, sacrifice; nor blame my lips, since 

1 ^TtiWo&ou, that ait here with me take up the 

offerings of various fruits, that to tins king 5^,° 
yows for deliverance from the terrors which now I feel. N 

■ yt :s wihs 

youth or maturer age. The context seems xo m 

probable age of Orestes the 1,,tter - deelared that her mother, as a 

tt e goddes9 of 

chastity, by**? «g! dXvK f’ ^ U,lder ‘ 

stand “aXvsZnot in a passive bnt ^Hem! 104 “ effu ° lum ^ 

qui offugitur," but effugium e j us ^l vjoint of exeat importance among 

“•"" “^jsar wxh- . 

KtireXv ad itav arparontSev Sva<pnfiicu f. p b’- ' 
Hermann, however, Ves, ^ to mean merely sdenee, « 

the (Edipus Coloncu»j y*.132r 
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maycst thou hear, Apollo oixr protector, my concealed address. 
For my speech is not before friends, nor suits it to unfold all 
to light, while she is close beside me, lest with malice and 
babbling clamour she circulate an idle tale throughout the 
town 1 . But hear me thus, for thus will I address thee. The 
apparitions of a twofold dream that I have this night beheld 3 , 
these grant me accomplished, O Lycman king, if propitious 
to me they have appeared, but if hostile, let them recoil on 
my foes. And if any by treachery are plotting to expel me 
from my present good fortune, permit it not; but grant that 
I, ever living a life thus unharmed, may sway the Atridse’s 
palace and this sceptre in happy hour consorting with those 
of m y friends, with whom I now consort, and as many of my 
children, as from whom no ill will attaches to me, nor bitter 
annoyance. This, O Lycman Apollo, favourably hearing, 
grant to all of us, even as we ask: but all the rest, though I 
be silent, I deem thou knowest, as being a god 3 . For it is 
meet that the race of Jove sees all things. 

Att. Stranger females, how might I surely know if this be 
the palace of the king JEgisthus? 

Ch. This is, O stranger. Thyself hast rightly conjectured. 
Att. And am I right in guessing also that this is his wife? 

1 or she is dignified as a sovereign to look on 

Ch. Most certainly of all. This is she, here before thee. 
Att. Hail, O queen. I come bringing to thee pleasant 
tidings, and to iEgisthus alike, from a friend. 1 

Cey. I accept the uttered omen. But first of all I wish to 
know of thee, who of mankind despatched thee. 

Att. Phanoteus the Phocian; forwarding an important 
matter. r 

Cry. Of what kind, stranger ? say; for being from a friend, 
f am well assured thou wilt speak friendly words. 

1 t*™ Virgil:— “ --Hinc spargere voces 

„ _ In TOlgum ambiguas.” /Eneid II. 

rt-, q ; “uplK'vm id est ambiguorvm. Sic Lucianus in Alejandro, 
r : r T SK<U Kal XPWoie avyya^v/’ 

haTrelated y * * an a11 ™ to the vision which Xchvlus 

Similarly the Chorus in CEdipus Tyrannus:— 

AXA 6 fxlv ovv % ere, 6 r ’AtfoTOLwv 
^vvtrot, Kal rd SporSip 

Etc orec. - 


v* 498* 


K 2 
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G73—G97. 

Axt. Orestes is dead: I speak compressing it in brief. 

Et. Unhappy me! this (lay am I undone d 

Cr.Y. 'What sayest thou, what sajest thou, sti. & • 

DOt A h “- Now, as before, I declare that Orestes is dead. 

feTol'thm! mihine oiX "butdothou, stranger, 
^ttnrS S SYwm tell the whole 

r-i |x X S £ ss£ 

Greece , ioi tilt -* l h° i, OV nM Tvm pl*nmin <r previously the 

.. 1 t*>«-] 

race, the decision of ,, m-cscnt And having 

illurtvioun, ll.c Slf-Pl--. W5 

made the goals of thc <1 c ® u *^ 1 ^"^ d pri zc of victory. Amd 

went forth, mmidliglyTunid abundance, I have not 

that I may tell thee spnnng j But know 

known at the umpires pro- 

duimo.! .!»■ f“'7“ v U' “4 i.Xl“ u 1W . nmioimccd » 

—r -— 

' Tli, Tyllil*, K«mrB , t "*Xt''ln hlvoXw «t' Ht«t confliid to , 

tho serpent Python, uni «* • ^ . (l |, vmn i nR the praises of the victor 

content of musical amt P oc ^ > * competitors in the foot 

K o«l. The to'tliosUvrting-iilHOC. The trirraOW 

lure doubled the RO 1 m ;,_.i j n tl u , eclcbrntcil verse— 

i* anally supposed to he compnse.Un Uu ^ ^ 7r ,; Xl| „. 

AX,,rt ’nT ntmles to which some add wreaths of Innrcl, or. 
The. prizes were " J C ’' A ‘ f,,,manias has stated, x. 7. ». that mo»t 

n-'-nliott i i 7'; i ^' , "re adopted from tho Olympic games, wo find 

.... «*,« „ 

a See Hrunck H note. He . nn a He justly ohsevveS, that So- 

£'les rt Nt That "ores tea made id. starting-place his goal, exae y 

wlmt followo wi onujyalcnt to * 
has rightly followed i orson. «• 
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the strong man could escape. For he on a following day 1 , 
when at sun-rise there was a swift contest of horsemanship, 
came in with many a charioteer. One was an Achrean, one 
from Sparta, two were Libyans drivers of yoked chariots; 
and he among them the fifth, guiding Thessalian steeds, the 
sixth from yEtolia with chestnut fillies, the seventh a Magne¬ 
sian, the eighth, with white horses, an yEnian by race," the 
ninth from the god-erected Athens, the other a Boeotian, 
filling up the tale of ten chariots 2 . But having taken then- 
stand where the appointed umpires had thrown for them with 
lots, and ranged their chariots, at the sound of the brazen 


trumpet they started, and all at once in concert cheering on 
their horses shook the reins in their hands : the whole course 
W'ithin was filled with the noise of rattling chariots 3 : the dust 
was. tossed on high: while all together in confusion were 
spaung nought of the lash, that each might get beyond the 
others wheels*, and snortings of their steeds, for the brent h- 
ings of then horses were at once falling upon and covcrin°- 
with foam their backs and the circles of their wheels. But 
he keeping under the very last column 5 , continually was 


Translators and commentators agree in considering tiWoc here as 
synonymous with StvTtpog-, (the Latins have the same idiom, as in 
Cicero; unus, alter, tertius;) but as it is not certain how long the Pythian 
games lasted, this appears a gratuitous assumption. Certainly Ponnn in 
his note on Thucyd. III. 59, denies the converse:.“provocat 

emm ad Find. Olymp. I. 69, ubi postquam Pelops dictus est a Neptuno 
raptus atque in Jovis ilonrram traductus esse, subjicitur: * 

EivBa ctvrepq} ‘xpopqj 

HX0e Kat T'ar'vfiijotiQ. 

Quo in loco quura scholiast* multas turbas movissent, Gany modem Pel one 
jiriorem uisse cbcentes, Heynius Sevripqj xpovtp positum esse voluit pro 

v X \ifi XP °A?’ qU ° d S - tlS refutavit Boeekius, quern vide in Notis Criticis 
p. 346. Atvrtpoe emm nonnisi ibi usurpari potest, ubi de duobus sermo 

differ^Ttv^Te ° Um aXXo£ , se * cum *™P°S cohseret; a quo tamen ita 

5 m cr ft* ^ - “ ! 

one time” ” ‘“™ ““ 1 * r *“°“ d > ’ ™» «• the Pjthfa, „ 

3 OMadrijugeseurrus. Brunck. «The harnessed car.” Potter 
ywrtydms, y Musgrave. Zff '* 

Xvocu are properly the sockets into which the axletrees are out 

^ 18 the to order of several colons ^obelisks 
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wheeling in his axle's navc\ and giving rein to the right steed? 
held in the near liorse. And hitherto all the chariots conti¬ 
nued upright; but then the hard-mouthed steeds of the iEnian 
run away with him. and in turning at the completion of the 
sixth, and now on the seventh course 1 , they dash their fronts 
on the Haro man car 2 . And thenceforth, from a single mishap, 
one was crushing and tumbling on another, and the whole 
(hissa 1 an plain was being idled with the wrecks of shattered 
chariots. But the skilful charioteer from Athens, awaic of 
this, drives by outside them, and slackens speed, having suf¬ 
fered to pass iiim the tossing tide of horses confounded in the 
centre. lhit Orestes was driving the hindmost 3 , indeed, 
but keeping back his coursers, placing his trust in the issue. 
But the other when he sees him left alone 4 , having cracked in 
the ears of liis swift mares the shrill sound of his whip, pur¬ 
sues him; and having brought their polos in line they were 
driving, now one, and then the other, pushing forward the 
heads of their chariot horses. And all the other courses iu 
safety the hapless youth drove erect in his car upright; hut 
then, slackening tile left rein of his wheeling horse, he una¬ 
wares strike's the pillar’s edge 8 , and breaks the middle axle- 
inivo, is tumbled from bis chariot, and entangled in his reins, 
while on his falling to the ground lvis steeds were dispersed 
ovor the middle of the course. But the assembly, when it 

erected in the hippodrome, and docs not, ns some have supposed, allude 
to the last, turn round the goal. See Hermann's dissertation on the word# 
lined by the Greeks to express tbo movements of horses, Ileeku L-omnn 
Ko<\ rial, vob i. purl i. p. 411, mul frulonger do Circo Rom. c. 29, m 

(ineviim, Thcsaur. Ant. Horn. t. 9. .. 

1 Hermann understands iWot here, agreeing with the masculine re* 

Arii”rr*e* 

s This Is an Anachronism, V, Herod* iv* 100. 

* Monk translates tills, ** Now Orestes drove the lost to bo sure, but 
keeping his horses buck, as bo placed his confidence m the end ot tno 

Yt\CV . * * I 

4 ’«• The scholiasts do not state wliom they understand to bo meant by 
)( ft and i-ii< respectively. Later interpreters refer the former to Orestes, 
tlio latter to the Athenian : but In thnt oaso one would have wtpwtett 
ittlvov rather than »■»«, which Inst must onply to the principal subject 01 

discourse) and that subject is Oroates.” Worm. ...... an 

• As bis other instructions agree with the plan pursued by piastas. •* 
this is tho accident agalnat which Naator particularly warns AnUlocuus, 

11. xxill, v, 384, 
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perceives him thrown out of his scat, shrieked aloud over the 
youth, that, after having done such deeds, he meets with such 
a disaster, whirled along on the ground, and then again toss¬ 
ing - up his limbs to heaven: until the charioteers having with 
difficulty stopped the horses’ speed, released him, all bloody, 
so that none of his friends by looking on him could have re¬ 
cognized his hapless person. And having forthwith burnt 
him on the pyre, in a little brazen urn a huge body of melan¬ 
choly ashes 1 are appointed meu of Phocis bringing, that Ire 
may inherit a tomb in his father’s land. Such, look \*ou, are 
these tidings, as in story told 2 , piteous, but to us eye-wit¬ 
nesses that saw it, the greatest of all misfortunes that I ever 
beheld. 


Ch. Alas! alas! It seems then the whole race of our for¬ 
mer lords from its very roots has perished. 

Cnv. O Jo\e, \\liether shall I call these news fortunate? or 

terrible, yet gainful? yet ’tis a painful case, if by mine own 
ills I save my life. 

Axx. Put h\, lady, art thou so dispirited at mv present 
words ? 

Tis a dieadful ffiing to be a mother; for not even to 
the lll-tieated does hatred ot those she has borne attach 
Axx. It seems then we are come in vain. 

,, Cnv. No, believe me, not in vain at least: fox* how couldst 
ou te me in vain? if thou earnest possessing sure proofs 
of his death, who born of my life, an alien from mv breast 
and nurture, estranged himself in exile, and since he quitted 
s and never beheld me, but laying to my charge his father’s 
murder, was ever threatening to perform dreadful deeds, so 
that neither by night nor by day did sweet sleep overshadow 

Not hi pr ° gre ff n S e '’ er led me on as doomed to die. 

he?bnn3 1 n -f01 *° n tlU v day am 1 released from alarm at 
ei hands and his, since she the greater pest was living with 

me, ever drinking up my pure life’s blood,) now haply shall 

we pass our days m quiet, as far as relates to her threats 3 . 

similarly the messenger in CEdipus Tyrannns, v. 1237 . 

roiv Of irgaxQivTwv Ta fih v 

» "Male BrnnoK “ZVZ f 

notavi ad Vigerum D 847* rl fc ’ re P etl P ost parenthesin 
Herm. 8 ’ P ’ 847 * Com P are ^sch. Choeph. 621-629.*' 
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El. Ah me, unhappy ! For now ? tis mine to wail, Orestes, 
thy misfortune, that thus conditioned thou art insulted by 

this thy mother : is this well ? . 

Cly. Not with tliee, be sm*e ; but he, as he is, is well. 

El, Hear, avenging spirit of the lately dead 1 , 

Cly. It hath heard whom it ought, and well fulfilled the 

El. Be insolent; for now thy lot is prosperity. 

Cly. So shall not Orestes and thou repress it. 

El. Wc have been put down ourselves, on fear that we 

shall put thee down. 

Cly. Thou wouldst become deserving of many things, 
stranger, liadst thou checked her babbling clamour 2 . 

Att. I would be gone then, if this be well. 

Cly. By no means ; since thou wouldst be about to act in. 
a manner worthy neither me nor the friend that sent thee. 
But go ye within, and leave her to lament from without both 

her own and her friend s calamities. 

El. And does the wretched woman seem to you, as 
grieving and in pain, bitterly to weep and wuii o\er her son. 
thus perished ? .No, in derision is she gone. O unhappy 
me! 1 Dearest Orestes, how by thy death hast thou undone 
me j for thou art gone, and hast torn from my heart the only 
hopes that yet remained to me, that thou wouldst one day 
come a living avenger of my father and of me ill-fated. But 
now whither must I go ? for I am lonely, bereft of both thee 
and my father. Now must I again be a slave to those among 
men most hateful to me, the murderers of my sire. And is 
this well with me ? But no,, never again hereafter will I be 
their co-mate 3 , but at this gate having tlnwn myself along, 


3 Nemesis, daughter of Nox, and by some supposed to be the same with 
Beds, was intrusted with the care of avenging all manner of impieties, but 
especially those committed against the dead. It was m this latter charac¬ 
ter that Ad rastus, in his second expedition to Thebes, to avenge the refusa 
of burial to his son-in-law Polynices, erected a temple to her. The Greeks 

also celebrated a feast in her honour, called Nemesia. . 

* Hermann refers to Matth. Gr. Gr. § 52-4. for the construction of vhis 

passage, defending the common reading against Monk s remarks w Mus. 

a Brunck's rending l<roop Is an elision unknown to the tragic dialogue: 
Z&voikoc tffofitn may be read, according to Hormann, wit ’ 

himself reads iXmux'x Monk and others, itropat Zvvoikoc. Sea manspo 
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Mendless will I wither away life. Wherefore, let any of 
those within, slay me, if he be offended \ since tis plcasuie if 
I die, pain if I live; and for life I have no wish. 

Ch. Where can be the thunderbolts of Jove 1 , or where the 
beaming sun, if looking on these things they silently hide 2 ? 
El. O! O ! alas! alas! 

Ch. My child, why weepest thou? 

El. Alas! 

Ch. Sob not thus violently. 

El. Thou wilt kill me. 

Ch. How ? 

El. If thou shalt suggest a hope for those who have mani¬ 
festly sunk into the grave, thou wilt the rather trample on me 
wasting away. 

Ch. I did it, for that I know that royal Amphiaraus was 
ensnared by stealth in the golden-wreathed fetters of a 

woman 3 , and now beneath the earth- 

El. Oh! alas! alas ! 

Ch. Immortal he reigns. 

El. Alas! 

/ Ch. Alas indeed! for she deathful— 

El. Was over-mastered? 

- * 

nendi ratio, hodie est instar acuti eultri in manibus puerorum.” Herm. 
*Tr.—B ut Dindorf retains ta<Top\ B, ' 

" 1 <c These four lines must be restored to the Chorus, whose claim to 
them is irrefragable. They insinuate a ground of hope for Electra, to 
which she alludes in v. 833. The exclamations in v. 827 are Electra's.” 
Mus. Crit. i. 204. 

2 This word is with peculiar fitness applied to the sun: 

Aetvov yhp Otov atSi fioeg iced tipta fxqXa, 

'HtXtov, 0 £ tt&vt tyopq, Kai rravr hiraKovu. 

Od. xii. 322. 

3 The story of Amphiaraus hears a resemblance to that of Agamemnon. 
Ho was son of Oicleus, and the greatest soothsayer of his time. Foreseeing 
the fatal issue of the Theban war, he would have declined assisting Poly¬ 
bices, and hid himself for some time, but was betrayed by his wife Eri- 
phyle, whom Polynices had bribed with a golden necklace, and who, like 
Clytemnestra, fell by her son's hand. Although Homer has assigned the 
chief place among deceased prophets to Tiresias, it is certain that high 
honours were paid to Amphiaraus after death, at Oropus in Attica, where 
he had a temple. Tr.—S o avaJ£ is applied to Tiresias in (Ed, Tyr, 304. 
On Amphiaraus cf. Pindar Ol. VI. 21. Apollodor/ III. 6, 2. His oracle 
is mentioned by Cicero de Div. I., 40. Minutius Felix, Oct. § 26. 
Athenagoras, legat. p. 139. B. 
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Oh. Yes. 

E l. I know it, I know it; for a careful friend arose to 
him in sorrow ; but to me there is no longer any, for he who 
vet existed, is tom away and gone. 

Chi. Wretched, thou hast a wretched fate. 

El. I too am conscious, too conscious, of this, by a life which 
every month sweeps in a mass of many things grievous and 
detestable 1 . 

Ch. We know all that thou bewailest. 

El. No more, no more now mislead me, where no more 2 —- 

Ch, AVhat sayest thou ? 

El. Are present the aids of hopes of kindred hlood and 
high ancestry 3 . 

Ch. Death is natural to all mankind. 

El. What, and in the rivalry of swift steeds thus to be 
entangled in the reins, like him wretched ? 

Ch. The misfortune is inconceivable. 

El. How should it not ? if in a foreign land without my 


hands- 

Ch. O heavens! 

El. He was inurnod, having met with neither sepulture 

nor dirge from us. . . 

Ciir. AVith joy, my best beloved, I speed me hither 4 , dis¬ 
missing decorum, to hasten with alacrity; for I bring both 
joys and respite from the ills which before now thou didst 

cherish and sigh over. ^ , 

El. But hence couldst thou discover a consolation of my 

troubles, a remedy whereof it is impossible to find ? 

Chr. Our Orestes is at hand, be sure of this, hearing 1 

of mo, as certainly as thou lookest on. me. 

Ex,. What! art thou frantic, wretch, and meekest thine 

own woes and mine ? v 


i If Hermann’s reading, aliim, Tie here adopted for wv, (as naw Wl> 
navavoTv cannot well stand for substantives, if without the article,) the 
reader may compare Hermann’s explanation, ir&yavproc warn witn 

Thuavd. 2. 44. It'evSaiuovijaat re Kal IvrtXtvriiaai tov [iiov. _ 

1 s Johnson, and after him Brunck, unaccountably translates the word 
irapayayys by soleris, to which Musgrave with reason objects, and renders 

it aemulceaa verbis, decipicts, 

8 Stputyai Hermanni from tho scholiast. . . _ 

4 Much of the beauty of this scone is lost to us in the closetj ontn» 

stage its effect must have been wonderful* 
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Chr. No, by my father's hearth, I speak not this in insult, 
but that lie is at hand to us* 5 

El. Ah me! unhappy! and from whom of men hcarin°* 
this tale, believest thou this fondly ? 

Gnu* Fiom myself and none else, having seen sure proofs, 
I believe this tale. 


El. What proof having beheld, unhappy girl! looking on 
wliaE say, art thou heated with this fever of the soul past 

fiurfr r 


Chr. Now, by the gods, listen, that having learnt of me, 
thou mayest call me henceforth either sensible or senseless. 

pleasure ^ ^ 10U sa ^ on > ^ t ^ LOU speaking hast any 

Chr. Well then, I tell thee all that I behold. For when 
1 came to my father’s ancient tomb, I see from the top of the 
mound fresh-running streams of milk, and my sire's -rave 
garlanded all around with every flower that grows. But 
r nng seen this I began to feel wonder, and gaze around 

T *l ha Jv! y an Z “ ortal be stealing close upon me. But when 
I saw the whole spot tranquil, I crept nearer the tomb, and 

£Ss the l “ k , m " on this a memorial of 

I speak not words of ill omen, but for joy have mme eves 
fined instantly with tears*. And now too equally Tttm I 

The same epithet is applied to the madness of Ajax-— 

hyu, dwilpyu,, Sv^opovc in ouuaai 
2 e-i, e vufiaq fdakovaa, rijQ dvritdorov yapdc.” v 51 

* g£k n 

w 3 Brunck translates this, vocenz qiddem comnrpsti -j - 

oo as equivalent to vbL^ in its' 

vuth greater reason gives it thus:—^ S S6COnd sense * But Potter 

" Omer?sTf T §UShed tCarS = aCC0unfc not these 

Met. p. 107, ed. Elm. «,, t lae, vm» ' , X ' Tr -~•Apuleius 

in illo nimio pavore risum neqnWi oonSv.- B. gaU l>rodeimt ' ita <* 
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j i i j.i * COUld COTUC frOHl TIOTIC Vjut lllTU* 

whom S this a natural duty, save at least to thee and 
> AwlI rlidit not this I well know, nor again didst 
thou For how shouldst thou, to whom at least it is not^per¬ 
mitted wUh impunity to quit tins r^ 

SftL, tLathe done it unobserved , no 

u^t 11 ' ^ Pmno mv dear sister, take couia 0 e. 

rp<snpft arc from Oicstes. i_/Oint., in> . . , i ^ c 

rcspectdih uu onlfsmne Genius is not always 

T ° t ^was ere 6 lw detestable, yet haply the 

presen. b tbc confirmation of many good things. _ 

F KfSsillowMoI long since pity thee for thine in- 
fatuation . > -i r unt «mcalv this to thy delight? 

1"”** inolt^n ei.tr' SSffiL «-* "« '*«>“ » 

"“Cun 1 Bn? "otknow I no. .hat «t 1 

pl v? y ilc is dead, miserable woman; and all protection to 

th C.^^PPF ™hast a thou heard 

tins? . 0 f u Mri( i when lie perished. 

Km From one who was ru-a f ^ col J, s OVC r me. 

dm. And where is this man . t my mother. 

Vr Within, acceptable, and not chspaas r» ; ou f t \ 

it. Unbni,>y L ! olid jbo.u 

'“lin’T.m"^StS'iotit" &.t Mt O„o ,,l»ccd .hem 

there a« memorials of the dcceuscd Chestcs. r j n g such a 

talc wtw hasten ( g.^J nQW N yhcn I have come, Ihnd the 
pi-cviously existing evils, , and fresh bo persuaded 

h/^e/Si lUlth^en 1 the weight of th ? present affliction. 

grhmtiittii rXTl »dd, for I »■„ ... bom » 

“cii»"'wiu.. tiron do.. U.ou *» " hicb 1 plC<l8 ° 

”1“™ ... «*., ,~d W. in meat, oration, oon, doi,™ — 
od Aj. 1005. 
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Et. That thou take heart to execute what I shall advise. 

Ciir. Nay, if there be any profit in it at least, I will not 
reject it from me. 

Er,. Observe, without trouble, be sure, nothin" is suc¬ 
cessful. ° 

Cur. I do observe. I will lend aid in all whereunto I 
nave strength. 

, Hear then now, ui what wav I have planned to effect 
it. Thou too art surely aware that present countenance of 
nlends there is none to us, but Iliules has taken and deprived 
us of them, and we are left alone 1 . I at least, while I heard 
tat my brother was flourishing in life, maintained hopes, that 
he would one day come as avenger of my father s murder* • 
but now, since he is no more, I therefore turn to thee that 
with me thy sister thou wilt not be reluctant to slay the per 
petrator of our father's murder, .Egistlius. For l' inust ‘ on 
ceal nought from thee any longer. Since how lorn- wilt thou 
continue slothful ? with a view to what further rational hone? 
w 10 hast cause to sigh being deprived of the possessing 0 f 

old unwedded and unbetrothed. And do not any lommr hope 

so imprudent a man, as ever to suffer thy progeny oVminc 
o spung up, an evident annoyance to himself*. But if thou 
e induced by my counsels, first thou wilt reap the praise of 
ptety from thy father in the grave, and also from y 1 i 

W and “ n ?° U . b i7 U ’ th ° U Wilt bc oallou hereafter 
nee, and wilt gam thyself a worthy marriage For overv 

one is wont to have regard to what is Virtuous. But in the re 

poi t at least seest thou not what high renown thou wilt attach 
o yse and to me by being persuaded by me ? For who 

Elmsley atul 

posed to read TrepiStoufrTQ’ nnco i ■, * , ! v\liere Elmslev pro- 

10 'obt™* 1 * "f"”’ Soi,l ” cl '’’ “ Phii - 
* = mMm " H - 
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ill muuuuug -—j 

respite thvsclf, being 
is base for the nobly 


v i /i i v» o* will not welcome ns 

of townsmen or strangers bo ‘ l friends, those two 

with applauses such as c ^ a e t i lcr - s house, that of their lives 

sisters, that sa^ eel tn . , - ; no * tlieir foes who once were 

unsparing, took the ca 1 ‘ c - _ love, these ought all to 

high in station ; these oug I festivals and in the 

venerate, these all to honour, both nttho festr^ „ 

states’ popular ” ss ™“ I0 m ’ !m proc l a im of us. that glory shall 

fail us not, alive or dead But, n be ^ 1 for thy 

min in toiling for tby fathci s sake, . 
brothers, respite me from nil. c), 
assured of this, that basely to In e 

b0 C„” In words like these precaution is a help both to the 

speaker and hearer. WIIps bad she chanced to be 

1 CiiR. Yet before she spake, k , preserved that caution, 

other than perverse of ou o ’ p‘ or w bither possibly tur- 

even as she doth not preserve i ^ ^ thyse ]f w ith such 
ning thine eyes art thou b gu l . t tlicc ? Seest tliou not? 
daring, and callest on m U miu an d a rt in power less 

thou wert born a woman, an . destiny daily 

strong than thine eir”' ^ a „d comes to nought 

then, plotting to ^ensnare^ ^ farfng ba dly we work 

unpained by calami y • ‘ sba ll hear these words, 

ourselves weightier evils, it an) one 

i “ Notwithstanding the decent °to be ’"^reTenTat'certain 

Sous solemnities, hut their attendance r as ^ by so me virgin 

StdM p«t -to th i “S'isrspm rtere the st, ictnes, of few* 
Of the histot rank. s > 0 ' f Gr «cc, the »« hccnc 

conhnemin f ti als Q f particular saints. common sense, 

“"r^mon which in order M«» 

SSfla «! StJsSS 

P. Aw„ts 1 and therefore sprung f.om infla ence the fortunes ot 

SSSX W-J- 

the humani race, eac i o . an( \ fputhered or pi even e i I_rji[ iese 

knew (Aaimwv; all his a > . itosicrucian system. 1 , 

From tins probably was modified the genii is int ended, and 

remarks are miaepphed. th tragedians, means fortune. 

Sainiov, as almost evcrywhcie in 
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For it neither profits nor assists ns aught, having gained *m 

£°moTwofT e i t0 , PC r h with 1 infa ®y ; for ’tis not death that 

power to ^Tt 00 ®- 1011 ^ t0 die tllen have not 

power to obtain it. But I conjure thee, ere we perish utterly 

m complete destruction, and desolate our race repress toy 

passion And what has been said I will preserve fo tlwe 

undivulged as ineffectual; but do thou thyself at least after 

f“.. long . a tlmc take fought, since thou hast no power to sub 
nut to thy superiors 1 . 1 ’ tmu- 

- _® e persuaded. There exists not to man o nrefit „„ . 

™, t0 ^ am tkaa forethought and wisdom of mind 

En. Thou hast said nothing unlooked for: nay I well knew 

thou wouldst reject what I proposed. But by me alone and 

single-handed must this deed be done; for Jositivelv I wdH 
not leave it unassayed at least. 1 "itively 1 

Che. Alas! would thou had been such in , x 

father fell; for thou wouldst have accomplished all’ ° Uf 

weaker j^ment! naUira% ^ kaSt SUeh ’ but at tkat of 

vf\^' a f Se t0 c . ontinue suck m mind throughout life 
th£.' purposing to co-operate with me thou advisest 

wo?km, Tvdi fZJnt Ws ^ 7 that ° ne who tekes » hand to 
1 tkee *hy prudence, but abhor thv cowardiee 

me*. ‘ am mUS * hCai ‘ you ’ evcn when thou shalt commend 
wito r ‘thS Ut thmk “ 0t & ° m m ® at least tW skal t ever meet 

S*a 2?; ^re“ e to thee® t0 ° n tbis - 

- , e 1S m thee no help. 

Ej p. a er ? ; but thou hast not docility to learn it 
EX,. Go and disclose all this to thy mother! 7 *' 

ivv °f iv XPV tovto piv, yvvaW otl 

4 !%Z’fU wp * ’* v *y ae 

2 Schol. iarai Kai(,i> c> oT^ue^&n** 9 *“ K P‘ l<r<rAv<av - Ant. v. 61. 
break off abruptly, which Potter makes the sentence 

poets, the connexion being nowhere practice , of tlle Greek 

Oanslates it thus, •< oportebit me anAiZ , resumed - Hermann 

Monk «' sustinebo te audire. ^^i i?,fm mores meos.” 
meos* * etmmsi *autas orarhonem et nrobaa 
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Chr. Nay, I hate tlice not with so great hatred. 

Ex. Well then, think at least to what infamy thou art lead¬ 
ing me 1 . , „ . ... 

Chr. Not infamy, hut forethought for thysell. . 

El. What, must I then follow thine idea of justice? 

Chr. Yes ; fer when thou art in thy right mind, then shalt 

thou lead me. ,, , ,, 

El. Truly ’tis hard, that one who speaks so well should 

C1T. 

Che. Thou hast rightly stated the evil in which thou art 
im EL. But how? do I not seem to thee to say this with 


justice ? . . • • 

Chr. Yet there are cases where justice causes injury. 

El. By these rules I choose not to live. 

Chr. Yet if thou shalt so act, thou wilt commend me. 

El. Yet will I do it at all events, no ways frightened by 

Chr. And is this certain, and wilt thou not re-deliberate ? 
El. No, for nothing is more detestable than base deli¬ 
beration. , ... -I . T 

Cue. Methinks thou givest not a thought to aught I say. 

El. Long since, and not lately, hath this been resolved on 

^CnR. Then I will be gone, for neither canst tliou endure to 

annrovc of my words, nor I of thy conduct. 

1 El But go in. For think not I shall ever follow thee, not 

even if thou chanccdst to be very desirous, since even the pur- 

suit of shadows is the part of great folly. _ 

Chr. But if haply thou seemest to thyself to possess any 


i But Hermann, " Referuntur limo ad prmcedenba ut plena. orabo> sit, 
lirhr<p V IxSftlpovan, oT/i irifilac dyuf. at sane te scias me 
odl*e pro eo gradu content™, ad 9 «em t« 7 «e usque mo desptds. 

.( nek’s explanation ho terms nil but unintelligible. Tn. Brunek seetni 
Si r ElecC eomplalna that her sister, by not aiding in her plana of 
revenging her fnthe/s death, exposed her to the disgrace of seeming back. 

Th"at’lit “havTng made the attempt you intend, in the hour *«<** 
msnt for failure) you will too lato commend my prudonce in daoimtog to 
SS reul- That this meaning muat be given to the seatenoe i. «l4ent 
from Electrn’s antwor* Sco alio v. 1050. 
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sense, show your sense thus; for when now thou shalt h;i\c 
set thy foot into troubles, thou wilt approve of my words, 

Ch. Why, beholding the birds of air, most feeling, busied 
in providing’ support for both those from whom they have 
sprung, and those from whom they lio.vc derived benefit, do 
we not equally practise this 1 2 ? But no, by Jove s lightning and 
heavenly Themis, long will they not bo unpunished . O iu- 
mour of mankind that piercest earth, echo for me downwards 
a lamentable cry to the Atridm beneath, fraught with joyless 
disgrace: that now their domestic affairs arc distempered, 
and that as concerns their children, a discordant strife no lon¬ 
ger suffers them to meet in affectionate intercourse. But 
abandoned, alone, sad Electra is agitated, ever sighing for a 
father, like the all-sorrowing nightingale, now utterly careless 
of death, nay, ready to quit the light, when she lias destroyed 
the twin Fury. Who ever so noble could have arisen 3 ? No 
one of noble state, in adversity, is willing nameless to debase 
its high renown, my child, my child, even as thou hast adopted a 
vile life of utter misery, warring down the dishonourable, to 
reap two benefits in one word, the reputation of being both wise 
and the best of children 4 . I pray thou mayost live in might 


1 Alluding to the filial affection of the stork, and that bird only, as is 
evident from the Birds of Aristophanes:— 

'AW* etrrtv ypiv roiaiv opvtatv vvpog 
iraXatoQ, iv rolq tG>v TrsXapydtv Kvpfieatv* 
tTrrjv 6 7rar?)p o TrtXapybg tKirtrijcripovg 
7T avraq 7roirjoy rovg TrtXctpyifit’ic rpktyiov, 
deT tovq vtoTTOvg rov iraripa 7raXiv rpt<ptiv, 

Avv. v. 1353. 

The rest of the feathered race arc represented as killing their parents, 
which circumstance indeed brings the parricide to clondcuckooburgh, 

2 “ Quod Monkio placet, hoc dici scilicet at punientur tiberi qui hoc 
officium negligunt , id quum propter gravem illam Jovis et Themidis ob- 
testationem, quae frigida foret in tali sententia, non cst vcrisimile, turn 
etiam propter bapov, quod nisi ad CEgisthum ct Clytemnestram spectaret, 
plane esset supervacaneum. 5 ’ Herm. 

3 ** Gamer arius sic vertit. In t aline for tuna flor ere queat utla patemce 
nobilitatis conscia ? Pari fere sensu Johnsonus: Quis bonis prognatus 
sic vivere sustineat ? Mihi versus enthusiast!ce a Choro proferri videtur, 
jnagnanimitatem Electree miranti: Quis unqnam adco gcncrosa ext it it.* * 
Kusgrave.—“ When shall such hero live again ?'' Giaour. Tr. ° de¬ 
voted to her father,” Liddell, s. v. tvirarpig. B. 

4 l< Ita tu quoque illatabile commune fa turn prcetulisti, sc el us armans, 
t d duplicemferres laudem t simuique et sapiens et optima filia dicer ere. 

L 
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and opulence as much superior to thy foes as now tliou dwell - 
est beneath their hands; since I have found thee not indeed 
moving in a prosperous station,but observing the most excellent 
of those laws which flourish the highest, by thy piety to Jove. 
Or. Have we, ladies, been rightly informed, and are we 

rightly journeying whither we desire? 

Ch. But what dost thou inquire of us, and with what wish 

art thou here? . ^ m 

Or. Long since am I asking for JEgisthus, where he dwells. 

Cit. Nay? then, both rightly art thou come, and thy inform¬ 
ant is blameless. . . 

Or. Who of you then would announce to those within the 

wished for presence of our common feet 1 . 

Cji< She will, if at least it befits the nearest relative to 


herald this. . v . « 

Or. Go, lady, within, and signify that certain men Iron! 

Phocis arc in quest of JEgisthus. . . 

Em Ah unhappy me! surely they can never he bringing 

evident proofs of the report which wc have heard ? 

Ou. I know not the rumour thou hintest at, but the agecl 
StronhiuR bade me bring tidings concerning Orestes. 

En. But what is it, stranger ? IIow fear steals upon me . 
On. Bringing them in a narrow' urn, we, as thou secst, 

convev t-lic poor remains of him dead. 

El Unhappy me ! this then is that now certain : it seems, 

I sec mv sorrow manifested. . .. . 

Or. If at all thou woopcst for Orestes ill, know that this 

vase encloses his remains. , - . . 

Et. O Btrlinger, give it me now, if truly this vessel enshrines 

liim, to hold in my hands, that I may weep and lament my¬ 
self and my whole race at once together with these ashes. 

On. Bring it forward and give it her, whoover she is ; foi 
not as in enmity at least to him she requests this, but being 
either some friend or by birth akin. 

Armfirn ,.«lm onum dioitur Electra seeltts, id patot Mem esse oc provoenro 
ad dimlcBtionom, cujUB iucortus est erentus, unde mortem ilia prieoplftase 

“tov. UG 7? upon which Franklin has the following notei " ’■***•** 

nfcsnlon In tlio a riff in al Is romarknblc, fJtWor «*«»' trotW 
5ul**sshn«m imhoiis pedum mini.tenum, not UUliko that; of 
l.ni..i, , < How beautiful upon tlio nwuntalus are tho feet oi him tuat 

brlngcth glad tidings l' ” 
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El. O monument of him among mankind dearest to me 1 , 
relic of the living Orestes, with hopes how changed from those 
wherewith I once sent thee forth, do I receive thee back ! For 
now I bear thee in my hands, a nothing ; but from thy home, 
my boy, I sent thee blooming forth. How would I that had 
quitted life, ere with these hands having stolen, I dismissed 
thee to a foreign land, and rescued thee from murder, that 
thou on that day hadst laid a corpse, and shared a common 
‘Dortion of his tomb with thy father ! But now, far from thine 
home, and in a foreign land an exile, miserable hast thou 
perished, away from thy sister ; nor with affectionate hands 
have I prepared the bath for thee 3 , nor from the all-consuming 
pyre borne away, as fitting, the hapless burden. No, but by 
stranger hands thou, hapless, cared for, art come a little freight 
in a little um. Woe is me unhappy for my nurture of yore, 
unprofitable! wherein I oft engaged for thee with pleasing 
toil! for never wert thou dearer to thy mother than to me ; 
nor were they within, but I, thy nurse, yes, I as a sister was 
ever accosted by thee. But now hath all this vanished in a 
single day with thee, no more ; yes, all hast thou with thee 
swept, and like a hurricane art passed away. My father is 
departed, I with thee am dead—thyself art dead and gone; 


Aulus Gellius, 7. 5. relates of Bolus, a distinguished Athenian actor 
already mentioned in a note at the beginning of the CEdipus Tyrannus’ 
that not long before the acting of this play he had lost a much-loved and 
only son. Having to perform in the character of Electra, he brought his 

son's urn and ashes from their sepulchre on the stage, and thus turned a 
counterfeit into a real passion. Herm. 

I he custom ot washing the bodies of the dead is very ancient This 
office was always performed by the nearest relations: Socrates, as we are 
informed by Plato, washed himself before his execution, probablv to 
preyent its being done by strangers: Alcestis likewise in Euripides, after 

?u termmed to dle for her busband > washes herself. The Romans 
adopted this custom from the Greeks; and we find the mother of Euryalus 
making the same complaint as Electra,— J 

— —-Nec te tua funera mater 

Produxi, pressive oculos, aut vulnera lavi. 

pf npi't it t o o "Virg. jEn. IN.* ——Eranklm, Tr. 

neas avitenoim^' . Me tenet ’ gMtis re S rnm Phaeacia terris. Absti- 

hic mffii maTer ^ 0 1 n,S T“ anUS - Abstineas - »»» *tra, precor; non 

mater, Quae legat in moestos ossa perusta sinus. Non soror 

See also Lucan^rfi! 739^ < ^ >res ’ Et fleafc effusls ante sepulchra codes.’' 

X 2 
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but our foes laugh ; and our unmothered 1 mother is frantic 
with delight; on whom thou oftentimes wouldst send me 
word in secret that thou wert on the point thyself to come an 
avenger. But this thine and my luckless destiny hath wrested 
from us, which hath sent thee to me thus, in place of a form 
most dear, ashes and unavailing shadow. Ah me, ah me ! O 
piteous corpse ! alas ! alas ! O best beloved, brought on thy 
way most dreadful, ah me ! me ! how hast thou undone me, 

V ' 

indeed undone me, mine own brother ! Wherefore admit thou 
me into this thy mansion, me a nothing, to a nothing, that 
with thee in the grave I may henceforward dwell ; for as, 
when thou wert on earth, with thee I shared an equal fortune, 
so now in death I long not to fail of [sharing] thy tomb ; for 
I see not that the dead arc pained 2 . 

Ch. Thou art begotten of a mortal father, Electra, reflect ; 
.and mortal is Orestes, wherefore sigh not too deeply, for to 
all to suffer this is owing. 

Or. Alas ! alas ! what shall I say ! whither, at a loss for 
words, shall I betake me 3 ! For control my tongue can I no 
longer. 

Kr„ But what grief didst thou feel? wherefore happens it 
thou sayest this ? 

1 The general analogy of language, and the use of similar words by the 

best authors (as of “ unfathered, unkinged,” by Sliakspearc, and “ un- 
cliilded," in a sense corresponding to that of the Greek word here, by 
liishop Hull) will, it is hoped, excuse this expression, though the trans¬ 
lator is not prepared to adduce any passage in its support. To those who 
think tliis too great a liberty, the translation of Savage in bis finest poem, 
“ O mother, yet no mother 1 M will be an acceptable refuge from Franklin's 
or Potter's. • 

2 brunck translates this lt mortuos enim dolorc confliciari non video .* 9 
Franklin, •* the dead are free from sorrows.” Potter. 

** The dead are free 

From all the various woes of mortal life.” 


The two latter did not, it appoars, consider it as anything more than a 
general sentiment. Tho translator is rather inclined to suppose it a re¬ 
proach, though ** clerkly couched," to the shade of Agamemnon, the 
ebullition of despair at the neglect of all her prayers and the frustration of 
all her hopes. Tu.—With tho preceding words compare Autig. 897* 
riqq. B. 

* ,f 'A fJLrfX av &v' Malirn sic, ut sit partieipium, vulgo Afit)\avu>v ttb 
&ftfiX avo G»** Musgravo. Which brunck confirms (see his note) on 
(iuthority. ** Done, moa sentontin, niodo no prnvam interpunctionem 
adjecisset. Nam, ut recte monot Moukius, irol \6yu>v juugondu sunt, 
qui tamcn adder© dehobut ud oumdem gonitivum etiain partieipium d/uj- 
%avd)v referondum esse.'' H orm • 
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Or. Is this of thine the illustrious form of Electra ? 

El. This is that person, and in most woeful plight. 

Or. Then woe is me for this sad mischance. 

En. Wherefore, stranger, can it be, that thou thus sighest 
over me ? 


Or. O form, in disgraceful and unholy sort impaired! 

El. It can be none else but me, surely, O stranger, that 
thou deplorest. 

Or. Alas for thy marriageless and ill-fated life ! 

El. For what possible reason, stranger, canst thou thus 
gazing on me be mourning ? 

Or. IIow truly nothing had I known of my miseries ! 

El. In what that has been spoken hast thou discerned this ? 

Or. Beholding thee conspicuous for thy many griefs. 

El. And yet thou seest at least but few of mine ills. 

Or. And how could there ever exist more hateful than 
these to look on ? 


El. For that I am an inmate with the assassins. 

Or. With whose ? Whence this evil thou didst mention ? 

El. My father’s. Nay more, to them perforce I slave. 

Or. Why, who of mankind impels thee forward to this 
necessity 1 ? 

Et My mother she is called; but with a mother hath 
nought m common. 

living ? ^ >er P e ^ ra ^ n » what ? with violence, or with penury of 

El. With violence, with penury, with ever}" ill. 

Or. And is there none at hand who will aid thee and 
prevent her ? 5 

Lite For Um 1 h “‘ a™ bought 

- 2?' #i ha ?? eS + S ! - how }° n § s j nce beholding do I pity thee ! 1 
me now at hist. * ° mankmd thou alone hast compassionated 

Ok. Yes, for I alone come in pain for thy woes. 

si differe “ tl J : "hfm rySs nonest dativus. idem 
serviendi necessitate ^-TY V?* 5 *' sed fblatwns: Quiz temortalium hac- 

necesHtafem irnponit? Trp^rp^lLtTe^quod Jva r S«?et 

ut solent’> r Tt-Hit e ann S® t ”°,T* *"T V acc °mmodavit, 
tinder this slave’s lot ?” B. ght ‘ Translate: what man rules thee* 
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Be. 

me? 

Or. 

El. 

trusty. 

Or. 

whole. 

El. 


Thou surely art not come from some quarter akin to 

I would tell thee, if the presence of these be friendly. 
It is friendly, so that thou wilt speak before the 

Give up this urn now, that thou mayest learn the 

Kay truly, by the gods, deal not thus with me, 
stranger. 

Or. Be persuaded as I say, and then never wilt thou err. 
El. Not, by thy beard 1 I pray thee, bereave me not of 

what I hold most dear. 

Ob. I cannot consent to let thee. # 

El. Ah me unhappy for thee, Orestes, if I am to be 

deprived of thy tomb 1 

Ob. Speak auspiciously, for not with .reason dost thou 

mourn. > 

El. How mourn I not with reason my dead brother. 

It suits thee not with these words to accost him 3 . 

Am I thus unworthy of the dead ? 

Unworthy thou of none* But this is not thy pait. 

At least, if this that I bear is the body of Orestes. 

It is not Orestes’, except in tale at least worked up. 

But where is the tomb of him unhappy ? 

It is not. For the living has no tomb. 

How hast thou said, young man f 

Nought that I say is falsehood. 

What, lives the man ? 

If at least I am alive. 

How, art thou he ? , , 14 , c T 

Or. Having inspected this my father s seal, ascertain if I 

speak truth. 

i « Uv thv beard.” This was a frequent adjuration among the ancients, 
u the beard was on object of great care, and the loss of it esteemed a 
“ at diiirrace. as in the care of David's messengers to Hanun. In the 
&£ KS. is a proclamation in which thelossof the beard U a 

«>r rsii±. ,h “ * "* k " 

“it?St.' mir't nai, hutfutly {mul'd tto oomBUcttlDi.- Tim 


Ob. 

El. 

Or. 

El. 

Or. 

El. 

Or. 

El. 

Ob. 

El. 

Ob. 
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El. O day most welcome ! 

Ok. Most welcome, I join to witness. 

El. O voice, art thou come ? 

Or. No more inquire elsewhere. 

El. Hold I thee in my hands ? 

Or. So maycst thou ever henceforth hold me 1 . 

El. O dearest women, O my countrywomen, ye see Orestes 
sre, in artifice deceased, but now by artifice preserved. 

Ch. We see, my child, and at thy fortune the tear of 

laduess steals from mine eyes. 

El. O offspring, offspring of persons to me most dear, at 
;ngth art thou come! thou hast found, thou hast come, thou 
ast looked on those thou didst desire. 

Or. We are here. But tarry, keeping silence. 

El. But wherefore this ? 

Or. Better be silent, lest one from within hear us. 

El. But no, by the ever virgin Diana, this will I never 
eign, to dread the useless load of women that ever abides 
ithin 3 . 

Or. Yet see now at least, how even in women warlike 
aring exists: thou surely having experienced this knowest 
; full well. 

El. Alas! alas! thou hast introduced unclouded a calamity 
ever to be remedied, never to be forgotten, such as was 
ura 3 , 

Or. I know this also. But when occasion shall prompt, 
hen must we call to mind these deeds, 

El. All times 4 , all times were to me fitting as they passed 

choliasts, whose conjectures are generally whimsical, will needs have it to 

e some remains of the ivory shoulder (vid. Pind. Olymp. I.) of Pelops 

rhich was visible in all his descendants, as those of Cadmus were marked 

nth a lance, and the Seleucidae with an anchor. Camerarius, and after 

im Brumoy, call it a ring or seal, which indeed is the most natural inter- 

iretation of the Greek word <j<J>pay'iQ : though it may he said, in support 

f the other opinion, that the natural or bodily mark was more certain, 

nd therefore a better proof of identity in regard to the person of Orestes/ 7 
franklin. 

2 JJ ennailI b however, for wg reads <I>£, Tr. —And so Dind. B. 

Sensus est, hanc guidem non dignam habebo quarty metuam Cly- 
°mnestr<B nimiam semper severitatem,” Xlenp, Bet the reader choose. 

3 dve<pe\ov hreSaXtg are to be construed togetherj XqGoutvov pas- 

ively. r 

4 Thus in Philoctetes* when Neontolemus savs hft will Rail An fVio -fir-of 
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to denounce with justice this: for scarcely now have I 

freedom of speech. . 

Or. I too agree with tliee, wherefore keep this m mind. 

El. By doing what? 

O r. Where it is unseasonable, wish not to speak at length. 
El. Who then, when thou hast appeared, would thus 
change tlicir words for silence, at least of any worth ? since 
now I have beheld thee, unpromised, as unhoped for. 

Or. Then didst thou behold me, when the gods urged me 

to return 1 . . j , . _ Al * 

El. Thou hast told me a joy yet higher than my former, 

if heaven hath impelled tlice to our abodes: I count this a 

thing of heaven’s sending. . , T 

Or. In part, I am reluctant to repress thy joy; m part, 1 

fear thy being too much overcome by rapture. 

El. O thou that thus hast deigned in length of time to 
show thyself with welcome approach to me, do not, I pray, 
having seen me thus deep in misery- 

Or. What must I not do ? . 

El. Hob me not of my joy at tliy countenance, that 1 give 

i wore enraged to see it even m othcis * 

Dost thou consent ? 

How should I not? 

My friends, I have hoard the voice I never could have 
hoped to hear. I was cherishing ft voiceless passion, wretched 
that I was, not even hearing the news with ft shriek. But 
now I have thee; and thou hast dawned upon me with most 

favourable breeze, but that the wind is then adverse to them, Philoctetes 

replies, ^ Ka \bc ir\avc hr av ipevyyc tcatm. . 

i Hermann supposes some such verse us the following to have been 

lost from this place: „ , * - 

abrol veywrec b&ovftpapt) C* « 

a Construe iftovAv with ctToffrep^yC- 14 Grreei, cum vorba duo, d ye- 
l,onsm / nomen tuque refernntur, ne nomen proprium 

sos casus veg. f . repettttui*, inutrovis regimine semel ponunt, 

?hat Por.on .houl.l have altered the nccusatwe hero into a’***. Of 

4 ThlB beautifully expresBee the depth ot JileUia a misery 
of her brother’* death j for aB Malcolm observea to Macduff, 


it up 2 . 
Ou. 
El. 
Or. 
El. 
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dear aspect, which never could I have forgotten even in 
misery. 

Or. This overflow of words dismiss, and tell ine neither 
how wicked is my mother, nor how iEgisthus drains the 
riches of my father's house 1 , and part he wastes, and part In* 
idly squanders; for this thy tale would obstruct the timely 
occasion: but what will suit me best at the present season, 
instruct, where showing, or concealing ourselves, we mav hv 
this our journey quell our insulting foes. But so [beware] 
that thy mother shall not find thee out by thy cheerful coun¬ 
tenance, as we enter the palace, but, as for the calamity 
falsely announced, lament; for when we shall have succeeded, 
then will be our time to rejoice, and freely laugh 2 . 

El. But, O my brother, since thus it pleases thee, so shall 
my pleasure also be; since the joys I have received, I have 
so,, deriving them from thee, and not mine own. And not by 
paining thee even a little would I choose myself to obtain a 
great advantage: for thus I were not duly 'obedient to our 
present good genius. But thou knowestall from hence : how 
shouldst thou not? hearing that /Egistlms is not within, but 
my mother is at home, whom never dread thou, that she shall 
see my countenance glowing with a smile : for both mine 
ancient hatred hath sunk deep into me 3 , and since I have 
looked on thee X shall never cease shedding tears of joy. For 




—The grief that does not speak. 


Whispers the o’erfraught heart, and bids it break/’ 

Hence Sophocles with the same idea makes Jocasta in CEdipus, and the 

\ uee / r ? L in Antigone, quit the stage in silence; upon which latter occasion 

the Chorus says, on being asked by the messenger what Eurydice’s sorrow 
may mean, 

“ I know not, but a silence so reserved 

Imports some dread event: such are my thoughts; 

A clamorous sorrow wastes itself in sound/’ 

Hermann understands the passage very differently: “ Neque dubitani 

po es , quin avauooi/ ov$k gw (3oqi kXuovgci ad vocem hanc referendum 

sit, quam obticuisse mortuo Oreste acceperat Electra.Facile 

conjicias uq tGxov opydv, vel av . . . . Id non cum opydv sed cum 

avoav conjungi deberet, hac constructione av dvavSov ovll avv Socl 
KAvovGa e^xo v avSav. f} 1 ' 

“f“ tlons tte seduction of Clytemnestra, and luxurious indo- 
/Egisthus, at large in his Odyssey, B. III. 

Exactly the old saw: c * let them laugh that win/* B. 

Literally, “hath melted like wax into me/* 
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how should I cease, wlio in a single journey have beheld thee 
both dead and alive ? Yes, thou hast dealt unexpectedly with 
me: eo that were my father to come to me alive, no longer 
should I account it a prodigy, but believe I saw him. When 
then in such a way thou comest to me, lead thou, as thou art 
minded; since I alone had not failed of two things, for either 
I had nobly delivered my'self, or nobly perished. 

Or. I recommend thee to be silent, since I hear some one 


of those within proceeding as on his way out. 

El. Enter ye, strangers, especially as bringing what none 
might reject from his house, nor be glad to receive within it 1 . 

Atx, O utterly senseless and blasted in understanding! 
What, have ye not longer any care for your life ? or have ye 
no inborn prudence in you, that, although no longer on the 
verge but in the very midst of the greatest dangers, ye know 
it not ? But had not I chanced long since to be watching at 
this portal, your schemes had been within the house before 
your persons; but now I have exerted precaution against 
this. And now having bid adieu to protracted converse, and 
this insatiate clamour of delight, get ye privately within, 
since to delay is in such cases harm, but the crisis requires 
one to have done with it 3 . 

Or. How then are matters from thence w:tli me if I enter? 

Att. Well. For it chances that no one knows thee. 

Ok. Thou hast reported, I suppose, that I am dead ? 

Atx. Know now, that, here a man, thou art one of those 


in Hades 3 . 


* This speech of Electra, as several of those she afterwards addresses 
to yEgi stints, is craftily ambiguous, in obedience to Orestes 1 instructions 

nt v. 129(5. 

3 llrunclc translates this, <f nrget aufetn occasio rei gerenticv;” nud 
Johnson, “ tempuR autom ipmm jam inatat exsequendi but as the 
verb ctTraWufTirofttn occurs just above, there seems no reason to alter 
its sen ho immediately after wards. Of course the express ion may be con¬ 
sidered ns relating either to their * f ridding themselves of the business by 
executing it," or to their bidding u temporary adiou to cadi others oil 
these the reader must decide for himself. Xr*— 1 thiuU the phrase I have 
adopted the most literal, mid also the most correct to the souse. The 
same thing Is expressed in v. 21.-“WC IvravO' \va OtW ferr Jr btevtiv 
KfttpoCt dXX’ tpyutv diqti*/. 

« I have some doubt* whether greater stress should not be laid upon 
It/Qudti and the words construed thus : pavQav* sic t&v 
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Ee. 

Ok. 


Or. Are they then glad at this ? or what are their senti¬ 
ments ? 

Att. When all these things arc finished, I would tell thee; 
but as things now go all is well with them, even what is not 
well 1 . 

Ee. Who is this, my brother ? tell me, by the gods. 

Or. Knowest thou not ? 

At least I bring him not to mind. 

Knowest thou not into whose hands thou once didst 
deliver me ? 

Ee. To whom? How sayest thou? 

Or. By whose hands I was privately conveyed to the 
Phocian’s land, by thy forethought. 

Ee. What? is this he, whom once alone of many I found 
faithful at the time of my father's murder 2 ? 

Or. This is he : question me with no more words. 

Ee. O deaiest light! sole preserver of Agamcmnoil's 

house, how hast thou come ? what, art tliou he who saved him 

and me from many a woe ? O dearest hands ! O thou that 

hast the most welcome service of the feet 3 ! How thus Ion"- 

present to me didst thou elude, nor disclose thyself to me, 

but didst destroy me in words, hearing deeds most pleasant 

to me ? Hail, my father, for a father 1 seem to behold • O 

hail. But know that thee of all men I most abhorred, most 
loved, m a single day. 

Att. Methinks it is enough ; since for the tale 4 that inter- 
venes, many a night and day as long revolves, which shall 
explain all tins clearly to thee, Electra. But I advise you at 
least that stand here, that now is the season for action; now 

18 a 1 lon L e . ; 1 now there is not a man within : but if 
I J / 1 e a ^’ Rethink you that ye will have to battle with 

thS these and ° thei f ° eS ’ m ° re C1 ’ afty and more numerous 

“ kn0Wj that tLou art a » inhabitant of Hades ov far a* 

“r - •* iM <• jour, ** fo ,iS*S; ££■ g 

2 u e * tte corwi uct of Clytemnestra and iEgisthus. 

Faithful found, 

3 r- , Among the faithless, faithful only he Jf 

6 See note on v. J!04. y 

4 Cf. « Two Gentlemen of Verona," Act v., sc. 4 

Please you I’ll tell you as we pass along- 
ihat you will wonder what hath fortuned/* B. 
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Or. No more of lengthened discourse to us, O Pylades, 
doth this work admit of, but with all speed to haste within, 
having saluted the paternal abodes of the deities, as many as 
dwell in his vo stibule 1 . 

En. O King Apollo, favourably hear them, and with them 
me, who many a time indeed with suppliant hand, and such 
store as X possessed, have stood before thee. Hut now, 
Eyca^an Apollo, with such as I have, I beg, I fall before thee, 
I implore thee; be thou a willing abettor to us in these de¬ 
signs, and show r mankind what reward, the piicc of impiety, 
the gods bestow'. 

Cir. Behold w'herc Mars spreads forth, breathing the blood 
of sad strife. Even now are entering beneath the palace roof 
the hounds that follow after evil villanies, from whom is no 
escape 2 : wherefore not much longer will the presage of my 
soul continue in suspense. Eor the stealthy-footed avengei 
of the dead is brought within the house, to the dwelling of 
liis father teeming with ancient wealth, having upon his hands 
blood newly shed 3 ; and the son of Main 4 Mercury conducts 
him, in darkness burying his guile, to the very boundary, nor 

longer tarries. 

K,,. () Indies, most beloved, the men will forthwith accom- 
|>1 isi 1 the deed hut wait it in silence. 


* Thus Philortctcs, by the desire of Nooptolemus, salutes the tutelary 
guardians of his dreary abode when on the point of quitting Lemnos. 

3 Hermann understands this of Orestes and 1 ylades. . • 

3 Hermann lms dissipated the clouds of the grammarians respecting 
nhta in the sense of sword, by shewing that the metre requires rtoK :<5- 

c r f f 17 ,, 171 1172. The verso is u double dochmaic, 

vnrov, from k*vu>, tl. wu, ua. VUBVJ . , 

4 « Mercury was the god of fraud aiul treachery, and called or 

the deceiver ; to him therefore wore attributed all secret schemes and ox- 
Tjrditinns good or bad. The propriety of Mercury s peculiar assistance 
ni this place may likewise bo accounted for from Ins relation to Myrtilus, 
11 , u . ■ i, v iviotis/’ Franklin. To which ho might have added 

the*personal slight that Mercury had received from vKgisthus. Soo 

llomcr. Od * 1. .. , . , . ,, 

*« Hermes I sent, while yet lus soul remain d 

Kinrrro from roval blood, and tuith profaned \ 

To warn U,e wretch that young Orestes, grown 
To manly years, should reassert the throne i 
Yet impotent of mind, nml unconlroll’d. 

He plunged into the gulf wliich heaven toixtoUU 

1 Pone s Trans., 1. *y* 
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Ch. How then > What do they now ? . 

El. She is preparing a cauldron for the burial, but they 

are standing close by her. 

Ch. And wherefore hast thou hurried out? 

El. To watch that iEgisthus may not escape us on return¬ 
ing w r ithin. . 

| Clytenvnestvct from withtn~_ j Oh! oh! alas. alas. Oil 

dwellings, destitute of friends, but full of the destiojois ! 

El . Some one shrieks within. Hear ye not, my friends 1 2 ? 
Ch. I unhappy heard what was not fit to be hoard, so that 

7 shuddered. 


Cly. Unhappy me ! JEgisthus, where canst thou be ? 

El. Hark! again some one cries aloud. 

Cly. My son, my son, pity her that bore thee. 

El. But not by thee was he pitied, nor the filth or that 

begat him. 

Ch. O city, O race ill-fated! now destiny day after day 
wastes thee, wastes thee! 

Cly. Ah me, I am stricken! 

El. Strike, if thou hast strength, a double stroke. 

Cly. Woe is me again and again! 

El. Would it were likewise woe to xEgisthus. 

Ch. The curses are fulfilled; they that lie beneath the 
earth are alive; for the long since dead are secretly shedding 
the copious-streaming blood of those that slew them. And 
now indeed they are here, and their gory hand is dripping 
with the first sacrifice to Mars; yet can I not speak 3 ! 


1 ri Dacier puts these words into the mouth of one of the women that 
compose the Chorus ; because (says he) Electra would never have said, 
* some one cries out/ as she knew it must be Clytemnestra. The reader 
may take his choice in regard to this alteration. I have left it as it stands 
in the original, being a matter of no great consequence." Thus Franklin ; 
—neither he nor the French critic seeming aware that tlq in this passage 
no more implies ignorance of the person, than it does in many passages 
of Aristophanes, for instance, in the Ranse, vv. 552, 601, 628, or than in 
St. Luke, e. viii. v, 46. 

2 Hermann reads \pkysiv, putting these lines into the mouth of the 
Chorus, and the following half verse, which he gives to Electra thus : 

’Opkcrra, ttloq Kvpet Sk ; but to understand these words, tx w 
of the murder of Clytemnestra, would suit neither the character of the 
Chorus nor the time. Hermann has therefore referred them to "Apeoc, 
after which he puts a comma, and compares II. A. 539. Tr.—I have fol¬ 
lowed Dindorf. B. 
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El. Orestes, how is it? 

hath^rSetS!^ ^ WitLin tbe palaCC> Well > if weU A P°»o 

El. Is the wretched woman dead? 
thee R ' N ° l0n “ C1 fear that thy mothcr ’ s spirit will ever insult 


Cir. Have done: for I plainly perceive uEgisthus. 

Ee* Youths, will ye not retire hastily? 

Or, Perhaps ye discern tlic man [coming] towards us 1 ? 

El, He from the suburb advances rejoicing. 

Cir. Go through the opposite doorway with all possible 

speed : now, having well-disposed of all before, so I dol this 
again in turn 3 . J 


Or, Courage; wo will effect it. 

El. Hasten now, whither thou purposest* 

Or. Well, then, I am gone. 

El. The rest should be my care, 

,p* r * ^ would be useful to whisper a few words at least as 
mildly ns possible to this man in his ear, that headlong he 
may^rush into the covert strife of vengeance. 

,/E o i stii us, Who of you knows where the Phocian 

strangers caii bo, who, they say, bring us news that Orestes 

has lost hm life amid the wrecks of the chariots? Thee, ves, 

thee, even thee I question, in time pnst so audacious, since I 

think thou hast most care for it, and best knowest so as to 
tell me. 

El. I do know it: for liow should I not? for else had I 
been stranger to a casualty of dearest import of all to me. 

Where then may bo the strangers? instruct me. 

El. Within; for a friendly hostess have they encoun¬ 
tered 4 , * 


What, and reported they of his death as certain? 

* Orestes, tlvopfire irov rbv Avty* * and then Elcctra, tyShiiv, tt . r* X* 

So Hermann, who except® the verb from the interrogation thus: **Ye 
sea the man ; where 

5 " Eat AvriOvnop locus In mdlbus interior oppositus foribus. V. Lucian 
Alexandra 101 Hcmsterh. App. Anim. p. 15,” Hermann. 

8 OljaQt is to bo understood* Hcrm. 

4 There is an intentional ambiguity in all Electra's language here* 
Karfiitvtrav , upon which depends tho genitive, lias a double meaning of the 
prepoiltion Kardi COttfbMrunt [viam vol ram] ward. Horm, 
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Ei*. Nay, but they have also shown it to sight, not iu 
■words only. 

JEa. And is it for us to ascertain it as evident also? 

El. It is indeed at hand, and a most unenviable spectacle. 

JEo, Verily thou hast bidden me rejoice much, not in thy 
wonted manner. 

El. Joy thou, if such as this is joyful to thee. 

M G-. I bid you to keep silence, and to throw open the 
gates for all Mycenae and Argos *to behold 1 , that if any 
among them was heretofore buoyed up with empty hopes ot 
this man, now seeing him dead he may receive my curb, nor 
to his cost beget him after-wisdom, meeting with me his 
chastiser. 

El. And now is my part fulfilled, for at length I have got 
the sense to suit my betters, 

JEg. O Jove, I behold a sight that hath not fallen without 
the ill-will of the gods: but if Nemesis attend, I recall my 
words 3 . Remove all covering from mine eyes, that my kin¬ 
dred, look you, may meet with lamentation from me too. 

On. Do thou thyself lift it: this is not my part but thine, 
both to look on this, and accost it as a friend. 

JEa. Nay, thou advisest well, and I will obey; but do 
thou, if haply Clytemncstra be within, call her. 

Or. She is close by thee, look not elsewhere. 

All me! what do I behold? 

Or. Whom fearost thou? whom knowest thou not? 


It was a common practice among the Greeks to set the corpse out to 
view. See Adam's Roman Antiquities on the word depositin', where he 
observes, that this custom was probably derived from that of exposing sick 
persons before the doors of their houses, that the passers by might suggest 
any medicine they had known to be of service in similar cases, as men¬ 
tioned by Herodotus, b. i. 1 <J 7. “ -ffigisthus, imagining that these Phocian 
strangers had brought the dead body of Orestes, expected to find it laid 

at the entrance of the house, ad limen, such being the general usage of 
antiquity. 1 Potter. ^ 

0n V * Potter remarks on the peculiar indecency of 

Which -/EgisthUs was here guilty, (and in which he checks himself,) he 
being a near relation to Orestes. But Hermann retains in the former line 
the old reading and Compares ^Esch. Agam. 913. with this meaning: 
. cec %ati tUe via et insidia deorttm , si fas est hoe dicere . Sen tit enim 

ipse mipudenter se hanc mortem justitiee deorum adscribere; unde addit. 
« hoc nefas est indicium nolo.” * 
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Mo. Into what men s surrounding trammels can I wretched 
have fallen? 

Or. What, perceives! thou not long ago, that thou par- 
leyest with the living just as dead? 

Mo. Ah me! I comprehend thy words; for it cannot he 
but this that speaketh to me must be Orestes. 

Or. Ay, and though so good a prophet, wert thou deceived 
thus long 1 ! 

Then wretched L am undone: but permit me to say, 
though but a little. 

El. Let him speak no further, in heaven's name, my bro¬ 
ther, nor lengthen out his words. For what profit should he 
among mortals involved in evils, that is about to die, gain 
by time? No, slay him with utmost speed; and having slain 
expose him to buriers, such as ’tis reason he should have, 
unseen of us a . Since this could be the only atonement to 
me of my former wrongs. 

Or. Thou must go speedily within: for the strife is not 
now of words, but for thy life. 

Mo, Why takest thou me in-doors? how, if this deed be 
honourable, needs it darkness, and why art not thou ready 
with thine hand to slay me? 

Or. Order not, but go thither where thou slowest my 
father, that on that very spot thou mayest die. 

iEo. What! is it absolutely doomed that this roof witness 
both the present and future ills of the Pclopidtc? 

Or. Tliinc at nil events. I am in this a capital soothsayer 
to thee, 

Mo, But no paternal art is this thou hast vaunted. 

Or, Thou answerest much, while thy departure is retarded; 
but begone. 

Mo, Lend the way. 

Or, Thou must go first. 

Mo, Is it that I escape thee not? 

Or. Nay, lest thou dio then with pleasure 9 : it is my duty 

1 Orestes means that ASgiitlins, who could now foresee his fate so 
dearly, might have anticipated it long ago. ^ t 

8 Potter observes, on the authority of Pausonias, that iEgisthus and 
Clytcmnestra, being held unworthy of a tomb in the same place in which 
Agamemnon lay, were buried just outside tho city walls. 

® Compare toil sentiment of Orestes with that of Hamlet^ where he 
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to keep this bitter to thee; but 
fiance were immediate on all. 
tr.in'_'re'> the laws, to slav them. 

' 9 W 

abundant. 


good were it that this ven- 
at least, whoever wishes to 
i ; or then were not villany 


C h. O t d of Atreus, how much having suffered hast thou 
hardly worked out thy way to freedom 1 , brought to coin- 
phtioa by the present attempt! 


hraiutc* to kill his uucle while praying. We must hope for the sake of 
the authors that they considered both their heroes as madmen. 

1 Or, 44 come by freedom." 


ANTIGONE. 


Crkon having cast nut Polynices, (who had fallen in single combat until 
his brother! without burial, Antigone, tus sister, despite the p'oeUma- 
tion of the king, buries him herself. She is at length discovered by the 
guards, and, despite the intercession of Hannon is ordeied to be cn- 
fombed alive: Croon’s cruelty is visited by the death of Ins son an 
wife, ns Tircsias has predicted, and his repentance and wish to save 

Anti cone come too late. 13. 


DRAMATIS PERSONS. 


Antigone. 

Ismene. 

Chorus. 

Cruon. 


Messengers. 

HjEMON. 

Tiresias. 

Euryoice. 


Antt oone. O kindred form of my own sister Ismene 1 , 
ki tliou what* of the ills which 

Si’S*, itir wretched or ruinous 3 , or base and degrading, 

f fV, linns have now been fulfilled: Polynices and Eteo- 

, ’ T llC HZ'1v^TotlI and the army of the Avgjves has 

dcs have fallen by each mm Anticone is not forgetful of tho 

bCC " ra 'r ,w ; in^Zfund Mm i» spite of the 

f u:r ‘. A \.n'b!wm.lch"mport"ncc the ancients nttnehed to the burml ot 
hear in mind how muen 1 . voso l U tion will thus he explained, 

«» "!'Y; aven the nunit' of hoc 

the vioh-m enhanced. Tn.—“ Ismene, denr in very sisterhood, 

generous conduct cn m , . i ious llot0 upon the periphrase Kapo 
3lomddson, wlio 1ms a , iyll - n - polling,” -catch- 

1,0 c° , "P Iircs th ° l!<ngU 1 

poll/' etc. B. nnmec literally, but the intervening interrogation 

«<•“>*• « wo th0 w,u 

b0 .t,ro e .*radc!‘,n«st choose between S y, K top, (""^wSKi 
ront.lv rorrunt reading,) inc un^memwik, of Co.ay, which 
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which I have not beheld in your evils and mine. And now 

V 

again, what is this proclamation which they say the ruler lias 
just propounded to all the people of the city? Knowest thou? 
and hast thou heard aught? or do the injuries of enemies 
advancing against friends escape thee ? 

Ismene. To me indeed, Antigone, no tidings of friends, 
either sweet or sorrowful, have come from the time that we 
two were bereft of two brothers, dying on the same day by a 
twin slaughter: and since the army of the Argives has disap¬ 
peared during this night, I know nothing further, whether I 
fare better or am more afflicted. 

Ant. I knew it well: and therefore have I brought tlice* 
without the gates of the courts, that you might hear alone. 

Isvr. But what is it? for you appear stirred at some 
tidings 3 . 

Ant. For has not Creon distinguished one of our brothers 
with burial rites, but deprived the other of this honour? 
Eteocles, indeed, as they say 3 , acting upon the rights of 
justice and law, he has entombed beneath the earth, honour¬ 
able to the gods below; but the corpse of Polynices, which 
wretchedly fell, they say it has been proclaimed to the 
citizens that no one shall inclose in the tomb, nor Avail over, 
but leave it unlamented and unburied 4 , a sweet store for 


follows; arrjc' Z%ov 9 of Porson; or drrjv ayov, of Donaldson. The com¬ 
mon reading is thus explained by Hermann: oboiv tCjv kcikCov ovtc 

aXyuvov 07ra>7ra our oitoiTca, (this being the leading part of the sen¬ 
tence) CLTTjg arfp, ovS kOTiv otto7ov ouic aiypdv ovd’ ciTifiov uinoTra., An 
Attic audience must have had little relish for plain speaking, who could 
bear a sentence that might be negative or affirmative at pleasure 1 B. 

1 On H67T6/i7ror see Donaldson. B. 

I am again indebted to Donaldson, who has clearly shown that 
Ka\ X aLvovva is intransitive, and that tirog refers to what Antigone had 
to communicate. This is confirmed by the preceding words of Antigone 
to which the answer now seems a natural one. B. ® * 

3 ^ kerC is ,much difficulty about this passage. Hermann would read 
XPV«B*S m the sense » rogatus justa,” alluding to the request of Eteocles 
to Creon. See Scholia. Donaldson reads -rrpoaGei^. The explanations 
oi the common reading are quite unsatisfactory. B. 

- t W cf^l ie ^ Ut !^ ent widcl1 God denounced against Jehoiakim, kine* 

Ah U * f h: | fh^ ey v S n a l n0t , lamenfc for him J sa y ™S> Ah, my brother! or. 
Ah, sister, they shall not lament for him, saying, Ah, lord! or. Ah, his 

f 0 ”T- H° ^ 1 be ^j ned Wltdl tlie burial of an ass,” etc. Jer. xxii. 18 
+?' cust( ?l ns and manners of the Greeks were originally drawn from 

the Eastern nations; which accounts for the similitude so observable in 

M 2 
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birds greedily eying the delight of the banquet. Such things 
they say that the good Crcon has proclaimed to you and me 
for I say even me, and that he is coming hither to herald 
them clearly forth to those who do not know them, and to 
bid them consider the matter not as a thing of nought, but 
whosoever shall do one of those things, that a death, by the 
stoning of the people is decreed him m the city, lhus lests 
this case to you, and you will quickly show whether you have 
been born of generous spirit, or degenerate from the good. _ 
Ism Hut what, oh wretched woman, if these things aie m 

this state, could I avail, loosing or binding' ? 

Ant . Consider if thou wilt labour along with me, and assist 

me in the work. , . * 

Ism. In what sort of hazard? Where possibly arc you in 

^Ant! If you will raise up along with this hand the dead 

b °UM. For do you design to bury him, a thing forbidden by 

AkV Yes, him who is at all events my brother; and yours, 
though you wish it not 2 : for I will not be caught betraying 

him 

Ism. Oh daring woman! when Crcon has forbidden? 

Ant. But lie lias no business to put a barrier betwixt me 

an isM W Ah me! consider, oh sister! how our father peralied 
in odium and infamy, having, upon Ins self-detected gut, 
himself torn out both his eyes with self-destroying hand. t 
his mother and wife, a double title, mars her life by the ^sus¬ 
pended cords; mid, third, the two wretched brotheis. slaying 
themselves on the same day, wrought their mutual death caoh 

Sophocles, and other heathen writers, with somo parts of Holy Writ. 

Honahlson rejects BoEck’s view, and renders it generally: " by doing 

undoing.” but see Wunder's note. B. „ 

a That L « Though you, an unnatural sister, would disown linn; Qr 

i. L. t more .imply, «I will bury him, though you do not w.sh it. ’ 

41 dialogue betwcon Antigono and Ismeue exceedingly 1Gse ;“^ a 

• $2 b :Sn ,0 and to ehameta X\ycorrespond- Antigone and 

genwousand bold; Ismono and Chrysothe.nl. soW and 

jitafoi. v 
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bv a brother’s hand. And now wo two, boiiiGr left alone, 
consider by how much the worst of all we shall perish, if, in 
violation of the law, we transgress the decree or power of 
superiors But it behoves us, indeed, to reflect in the first 
place, that we are by nature women, so as not able to contend 
against men: and then, since we are ruled by those more 
powerful, to submit to these tinners, and things still more 
paintul than these. 1 then indeed, asking those below the 
earth to forgive me. since I am constrained to this, will obey 
those who walk in office 1 : for to attempt those things beyond 
our power, implies no wisdom. 

Ant. Neither Mill I request you, nor though you now wish 
to do it, should you act along with me, at least with my good¬ 
will.^ Hut be* of such a character as seems good to you; but 
I will bury him: it Mere glorious to me, doing this, to die. I 
beloved will lie with him,—with him I love, having audaciously 
done what is holy 3 ; since the time is longer which it behoves 
me to please those lx*low than those here; for there I shall 
ever lie. Hut if it seems good to you, do you hold in dis¬ 
honour those things which are honoured of the gods. 

Ism, I indeed do not hold them in dishonour; but to act 
against the will of the citizens I am by nature incapable. 

Ant, You indeed may make this pretext, but I will \ 
raise a tomb for my dearest brother. 

Ism. Woe is me! for you unhappy! how exceedingly I fear 
for you 4 ! * ° 

Ant, Fear not for me:—direct aright your own fate. 

Ism. Hut do not then at any rate previously disclose this 
deed t„ any one, but conceal it in secret, and in like manner 

Will I coneonl it 


go to 


° f . e T ,0Ct J rith a e reat roan y people besides 
T 7 TS ** quiU 80 candid “ the young lady 

mJUle * mi#Uke in dcr * T ‘ n K !<*» from ?<r W c scio, 

pr^sion 'rS ’Tf ™ d ' ^ * not make the 

uw taw. but justifies the means by the end. This is what is i m „Ii«i 
of" a pious fraud." “* Te ‘ ometh “S similar in the pi,rase 

TaXaiynC ** ***"*' Hti Propter tucm cudacianu 
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silent, if you do not prod *l th ^ ^ chilling enterprise 

Ism- You have a ^ar 'P those whom it most b 

Ant. But I know that 1 pi 

me to please. s hall be able: but you lon 0 

Ism. Ay, that is n j 

"i- gsrs 

is,. But it » not fitttn, P 

mo. «nawmj-uj"d, to a * ato a-y-. 

rrSl»« y any thing no great, no as n 

crWiouslv. A to vou SCO; and know this, 

* Ism. But, if it thus seem good 7 ^ friends in truth a 

that you go m ee un , fairest li^ht 

Chorus. Beam of the su . t hou hast at length glemnc 

all before to seven-gated ihebes ^ the channels oi 

forth, oh eye oi goidc a hasty onward 

knener-urged rein the chref » l * 0 ^“™ shri ,l y olamourmg, 

tm Ar g <« with n« h- dmibtfnl content, 

hl-o an eagle hovered ovei the c plumed helms. Ana 

heitchtcacd by 3 r rhe probability oi Mnvtk k v tbe momeat 

^ ov “ 

SSS-W-i Tu^nj-»jSt of tt. «•-*- *™ J ~ 

3 Adraatas, the Wng of Atgo f in Wb Greek 

tW« oooftBion. f this passage «is duo t0 ,| adverbially*. 

» ss s£te” si^ * 8 * *r 
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before that he had gorged his jaws with our blood and.pitchy 
flame had seized the coronet of our towers: such a maitial 
clatter was raised in his rear by the dragon his match, as 
could not be overcome 1 . For Jove beyond measure hates the 
vaunts of a haughty tongue; and seeing- them rushing on in a 
miohtv stream, with the clangour of gold, and in the pride o 
armour 2 , he dashes down with brandished flame, him, who was 
already hastening to shout forth the strain of victory on the 
summits of the battlements 3 . And the hearer of the fire* fell 
shattered with rebound on earth, lie who then ragmg wi 
frantic spirit, blew upon us with the blasts of most hateful 
winds. And in one quarter a different fortune indeed pre¬ 
vailed, but mighty Mars leading the right wing and thicken¬ 
ing the fray, directed other evils against others. For seven 
leaders, marshalled against seven gates, equal against equal 
foes, left to Jove, the god of trophies 6 , their all-brazen arms, 
except the accursed two who sprung from one father and one 

1 Verte: taUs circa tergum (aquihe) intendebatur Mart is strcpiius , 
host Hi dr a coni (Thebanis) tractatu difficilis , minime, utBrunckius accepit, 
inluyerabilis. Erf.-Hoc dicit: tantus a tergo concitatus est strepitus 
Martis, insvyeralnlis propter adversarium draconem . Herm. Tr.—I 
have translated according to Donaldson’s view of the construction : voto£ 
war* 'An. d. vwra [rod ait o5] dvr . Span. Since the 

pursuing host had proved a match (dvri^aXog) for the conquered Argives, 
so their pursuit was a thing hard to be overcome. B. 

2 The readings here are so uncertain, that I have preferred not attempt¬ 
ing any alteration. Donaldson's idea of joining X pmov ptvpari, 

and reading Kava X y B’vTrtpoTrXovg ( tf in a swollen torrent of gold advanc- 

■ j n g ) and proud in the rattle of armour/' is his translation.) seem smore 
plausible than the other elucidations hitherto attempted. B. 

3 i should prefer “ at the very edge of the battlements/' i.e> as soon as 

he had set his foot upon them. B. 

4 Capaneus, who threatened to give Thebes to the flames, and who was 
struck down by a thunderbolt while he attempted to scale the walls. 
There are magnifleent descriptions of his fate in the Seven Chiefs against 
Thebes, of JEschylus, and of that most beautiful of plays, the Phoenissee 
of Euripides. 

5 AtiwaetpoQ, literally the right trace horse. The Greek chariots were 
drawn by four horses abreast, two harnessed to the pole and two in traces. 
As the turn in the race-course was usually to the left, (v, II. 23, 335.) the 
strongest horse was generally placed farthest to the right. Hermann has 
therefore justly observed : lc Sic appellavit Martem Sophocles, ut irnpetu- 
osum, dextri equi more, significaret. Pari ter iEschylus, quum fortem et 
valid um vellet indicare, (rttpa<p6pov KpiBwvra ttujXov dixit Agam. 1651,2." 

6 Or. Si Jove that turns the battle/' 
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mother, having raised against themselves their ecjually 
victorious spears, hoth shared the lot of a mutual death. But 
since high-renowned Victory hath come with joys to compen¬ 
sate Thebe, the mistress of many a car, now indeed let us 
forget these wars 1 , and let us approach all the temples of the 
gods with dances that last through the live-long night, and let 
Bacchus, shaker of the Theban land begin the revelry. But 
[cease,] for Croon, son of Mencoceus, the new king of this 
land, comes hither, upon these new casualties of heaven, 
revolving doubtless some anxious thought, since he hath 
announced this assembled conference of senatois, sending foi 


them by common proclamation. ^ ^ 

Cit icon. Ye men, the gods have again established the safety 
of the city, after having shaken it with many a wave: but I 
have sent for you by messengers to come apart from all, both 
knowing well that you ever reverenced the might of the throne 
of La'ins, and again, when GEdipus directed the state, and 
when he perished, that ye remained with constant spirits 
towards his sons. Since therefore they have perished on the 
same day by a mutual death, striking and stricken in suicidal 
blood-guiltiness, I hold all the power and the throne by 
affinity of race with the dead. But it is impossible to asccitam 
the soul, and spirit, and judgment of cvcy man, before he 
shall be seen tried by office 2 , and the administration of the 
laws. For whosoever, ruling a whole state, applies not to the 
best counsels, but from some fear restrains his tongue, appears 
tome, both now and formerly, to be the basest of men; and 
whosoever esteems his friend more than his country, linn i 
hold in no account. For I, let Jupiter who ever beholds all 
things know it, would neither be silent, seeing ruin, in place 
of safety, coming upon the citizens: nor would I ever make a 
man who was hostile to my country, a friend to myself, know¬ 
ing this, that it is our country which preserves us, and that, 

1 T »m not surolmt the construction of this passage proposed by Erfurdt 
i„ bot , cr .Uan Hnmck’s, “ r&v i«~i> non vidotur ad 7ro\*/tuw portmeros 
nam et lmiguidum forot, nco dicitur UOiaOai sod 0«u0n'. 

Qua re jungemta censoo verba sic: U post helium, 0*008 

\„<TuoJval rwv vvv, obliviscamini pnescntio, t.c. funcru fratrum. 

dvdoct from which Croon borrows lus maxim, was on 

old proverbial saying, attributed originally to Dins of l’riono, one of tha 
seven sagos of Greece* 
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o- in her unfoundered. wc make friends 1 . By such laws 

as these I will exalt this city, and now I have proclaimed to 

the citizens things akin to these concerning the sons of (Edi- 

pus. Eteoeles indeed, who fell lighting for this city, bearing 

the palm in everything with Ins spear, I have commanded them 

both to enshroud in the tomb, and to consecrate to him all the 

honours that fall to the lot of the gallant dead below. But 

him again, the brother of this man, 1 mean Polyniccs, who, on 

his return from exile, wished to consume utterly with flames 

the country of his fathers, and gods of that country, and 

wished to glut himself with kindred blood, and having enslaved 

the citizens, to lead them away,—him it has been proclaimed 

to this eitv, that neither anv one shall lav with rites in the 

% * * 

tomb, nor wail over him, but leave him unburied, and behold 
his body devoured and mangled by birds and dogs. Such is 

% * O 

iny will: and never from me at least shall the wicked have 
honour in preference to the just: but whosoever displays good 
will to this city, shall, both in life and death, be equally 
honoured by me. 

Cit. The same things please me as please thee 2 , Croon, son 
of Mencoceus, concerning the one who was an enemy, and the 
other, who was a friend to the city: but it resides 3 in you to 

_ # i/ 

use any law, both concerning the dead, and concerning us, as 
many as live 4 . 

Ck. See that ye be now guardians of the edict 5 . 

* Croon, though an absolute monarch, dreaded the unpopularity of his 
sacrilegious edict. He therefore endeavours, bv a great many plausible 
expressions of patriotism and integrity, to do away with unfavourable 

impressions in the minds of the citizens, and to extort from their fear an 
approbation of his conduct. 

,* non ad aptfTKii , sed ad ra avra refertur, subaudito alio pronomine 

P* Cionstructio est, uparcti pc tu ctvTc'i (rot. Brunck. 

| Dindorf reads rrayn t roe TrapttTrt <roi, which Wunder follows. Do¬ 
naldson vavrapi Traptcrri <rot. B. 

- !k The i Ch °^ USare aS com P ! yingand servile as Creon could desire. Later 
in the play they rather change theLr tone; but is a pity that thev, whose 

°m« it was to deliver the lessons of morality and virtue, should have at 
all been represented out of their natural character. It has been suggested 
y some that the poet meant to gratify his countrymen by placing their 
enemies, the Thebans, in the contemptible light of slaves. If this reason 
be true, we can only regret that he was induced, by such an unworthy 

Srtency ^ def0rm ° De ° f hlS ftne3t P roductions by a disagreeable incon- 

* "■"C for av is the emendation of Dindorf. 



170 


ANTIGONE. 


216—236. 


Ch. Impose this on some younger one to bear. 

Ck. But there are -watchers of the corpse, at least, pre¬ 
pared. 

Ch. What farther than this in truth would you yet 
enjoin 1 ? 

Cit. Not to give way to those that disobey this mandate. 

Ch. There is no one so foolish as to desire to die. 

Cr. And in truth this at least is the reward; but gain has 
oft, by moans of hope, destroyed men. 

Messenger 2 . O king, I will not indeed say that I come 
panting with speed, having lifted up a nimble foot, for I had 
many baitings of thought, wheeling myself round in the way 
with the view of returning, and my mind holding a dialogue 
with me, said many things. “ Wretch, why goest thou where 
coming you shall suffer punishment? Yet, wretch, do you 
stop? And if Crcon shall learn these things from some other 
man, how in truth shall you not smart for it?” Revolving 
such thoughts, I made out my journey tardy with delay 3 , and 
thus a short way is made long. In the end, however, the 
resolution prevailed to come hither; and to you, though I say 
nothing agreeable, I will nevertheless speak, for I come cling¬ 
ing fast to the expectation that I shall suffer nothing else 
except what is fated 4 . 


1 Hermann defends dXX*<j, rendering it: “cur ergo ctiam alii hoc man- 
datum cupias?” “ Nempe,” respondit ille, “ no quis negligi imperia mca 
sirmt ,” according' to the old scholiast. B. 

tJ This "AyytXoc or <l»eXa£, (for editors disagree about his designation,) 
is a very prating and impertinent sort of person. Few tyrants would have 
contented themselves with saying, wf \a\tffia Si}\ov Iktts$vkoc e7, but 
would have been much more likely to lmvo chopped of! his bend for his 
pains. Tr.— 1 cannot help thinking that Mitchell, Donaldson, and others. 
Slave much exaggerated the comic powers of this messenger*guard. Do¬ 
naldson's paraphrase (for translation is out of the question) introduces so 
many modern conceits, that Sophocles is utterly forgotten. H. 

a Dtndorf and others adopt the reading tr^Xp ra\vc, a frigid antithesis, 
condemned by Wonder. IS. 

4 Some commentators, especially Mitchell, find something very witty 
in this ** touch of fatalism, coming from such a presence.” Supposing it 
wore so, thoro would be nothing very remarkable or entertaining in the 
guard talking like every one else in every extant Greek drama 1 But the 
fact is, r{> pApirtpov simply means " death,*' expressed by an euphemism, 
for that the witty (si Dii» placet 1) guard had made up his mind to the 
worst, is evident from vs. 228. Cf. Homer 11. xv. 013. xxii, 13. Pindar 
Ol. II. 18. Msoh, Suppl. 47. Sept. c. Th. 203. B. 
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Ck. But what is it from which you feel this faint-hearted¬ 
ness 1 ? 

Mess. I wish first to tell what regards myself; fori neither 
did the deed, nor did I see who was the perpetrator, nor ought 
I justly to fall into any mischief. 

Ck. You feel your way carefully, at all events, and fence it 
all round; but you seem about to signify some news. 

Mess. For dangers in good truth create much fear. 

Cit. Will you never speak, then, and then take yourself 
off? 

Mess. And now indeed I tell you. Some one has gone, 
having just buried the dead body, and having sprinkled the 
dry dust over the skin, and having performed the proper 
rites. 


Cr. What say you? what mortal dared this? 

Mess. I know not; for there was neither stroke of axe, nor 
aught cast up by the spade, hut the earth was firm and the 
soil unbroken, nor tracked by ruts of wheels, but the worker 
was one who left no trace 2 . And when the first watclnnan of 


the day discovers it to us, painful wonder was felt by all. For 
he indeed had disappeared, yet not enclosed in a tomb, but a 
slight covering of dust was over him, as if bestowed by some 
one avoiding the pollution 3 ; and there appeared no marks of 
a wild beast or dog coming and tearing him. Then revilings 
were uttered against each other, watchman charging his fellow, 
and it would have ended in blows, nor was there any one to 
prevent them; for each individual was the perpetrator, and no 
one was convicted, but put in the plea of ignorance 4 . And we 


1 Cf. CEd. Tvr. 319. rt o’ tcrriv ; wc aOvpog tiffeXrjXvQag* B« 

2 The messenger wishes to clear himself by insinuating, that it was not 
any mortal power that had performed these operations. The Chorus, 

when he concludes, expresses the same opinion : but Creon was not to be 
so easily deceived. 

3 The person who passed a dead body without bestowing a handful of 

dust on it, was held by the ancient superstition to be (kisctyljQ) polluted. 

Archytas, in the well-known ode of Horace, enjoins the mariner to observe 
the pious rite:— 

Quanquam festinas, non est mora longa, licebit 
Injecto ter pulvere curras. 

* . ^is * s Donaldson's explanation, taking tpevyeiv in its legal sense, of 
being defendant, Dindorf and Wunder read aXX' (<btvye irac to uh 
sell. £%Eipyaofikvog Ctvai , B, r 
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were ready to lift masses of red-hot iron in our hauds>, and to 
o f . ' ,u ft..,, an ,i to anneal to the gods by oath, that no 

1W -tl, r V d it nor were conscious to any one who devised or 
neither did it, i when there was nothing 

“"Ttv tr « -Fate, who -!■ ... 11 

bend onr heads to cnith J J prosper; a „ d his words 

to object, nor how d‘nn it we 1 1 and not C on- 

were. that the deed should be lt T 0, “. u A t S(?izos on m e, 

coaled, llus r’ 0 P ( ^ ' P . . d i am present, I know, 

unhappy, to gain this J" ■ lovcs the bearer of evil 

unwilling and unwelcome, ioi no one ioms 

^{Tmv mind, O king, is from long since deliberating 

whether this deed be wrougl.t by he«avcm 

Or. Cease! before you faU ^n d a^loiard; for you 

discovered ut the same in }f- . „ ods have provident 

say what is intolerable, snyi R ' highly honouring him 

«*> c„n« to set o„ to, 

£5,^1 «-**• ;I°rC^"£.to.S kSS 

itiBnoLH**, KCH'ivtlv sluuonu; the 

f’von formerly murmuut ’ ihov honoatli tke 

yoke, so as to , ’ have done this. For »o suctl 

corrupted by bribes tin ' • mcu . Tt lays waste 

evil institution ns money «>»* ' j . homes; it seduces and 

cities’; it drives away ’ni n b 'm tboi ho' ^ ^ ^ ^ ftC . 

perverts the honest inclination. viHunics, and to know 

tions; and it lias taught racn hire have dono 

the impiety of every deed. But as J™! 1 ) f ldCi e „ a s to suffer 
this, have in time wtottfcl f,om nM ,» know 

r W TtitU^ , r^ I «y a to y«... if y«“ - to “*• 

this well, and urn a ^ ol . (lcn , N) nftonV anl8 so pro- 

i Thi« U nn c»i'ly nltu»ion to U ^ nro mnny nuraculouft 

..to., to i» u» —«* 

own country. <« uvbnnn 

* Porta, vlr Marcdo, et aabruit «ni«loa 

Ucgs. munnrllm*. . °'V !,,1‘ A| a , Ka l ut) lirioptcul 
. Tho icliollaat explain, tl.l., «t rtf *«* riv dia ' ^ 
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discoverin' 1- him who with his own hand made the tomb, pro¬ 
duce ldm to mv eves, death alone shall not suffice for you, 
before that° hung up alive, ye make manifest tins insult m 
order that, knowing whence gain is to be drawn, you m a) or 
the future seize it, and may learn that it is not fittiu 0 to 'usji 
to make profit from every thing; for by unjust gams j ou w ill 

see more ruined than prosci \ cd. . 

Mkss. Will you grant me to say something, or, turning, 

shall I thus depart ? , 

Cr. Uo you not know even now how disagreebiy you 

speak ? . . ,. . , > 

Mess. Axe you pained in the cars or in the mind. 

Cr. Why r do you explore my grief where it lies. 

Mess. He who ‘did it pains thy mind, and I thine ears. 

Cr. Alas me ! how plainly you arc by nature a babbler 1 . 

Mess. I, at all events, am not the man who did this deed. 

Cr. Yes, and that for money too betraying your life. 

Mess Alas ! it is hard that to whom at least there are 




suspicions, his suspicions should be false. 

Cr. Talk big now about suspicion ; but if ye do not show 
to me those who did this, y r e will confess that wicked gains 


work ruin. 

Mess. But may he by all means indeed be discovered: 
but be he taken or not, for fortune will decide this, it is not 
likely you shall 6ee me coming hither again. And now, pre¬ 
served beyond my expectation and opinion, I owe many 
thanks to the gods 2 . 

Chorus. Many are the mighty 3 4 things, and nought is 
more mighty than man. He even sails beyond the sea, when 
■whitened into foam with the wintry south wind's blasts, 
passing amid* the billows that roar around; and the supreme of 


1 I see no reason for changing \a\r)fxa to dX7}pa. The former word is 
somewhat like the Kpovvoxv7po\r}paioc of Aristoph. Eq, 89. B. 

* Mitchell observes, “ the Phylax retires, it is to be presumed, amid 
much laughter on the part of the audience *'' If so, their risible powers 
must have been belovr the standard of the New Cut. An audience so 
easily excited to risibility would be invaluable to many a modern farce- 
writer, B. 

3 Thus Donaldson. A late translator has ** awful "! B, 

4 This seems the easiest way of translating v7ro, which is used of the 
vessel cleaving its way through the waves, so as to be partly hidden beneath 

them. B. 
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divinities immortal, undccaying Earth, he furrows. Ins ploughs 

circling 1 from year to year, turning up her soil w ith the off- 

sprin"' of the* steed 2 . And ensnaring the brood ot light- 

minded birds 3 , he hears them away as Ins prey, and the 

tribes of the monsters of the wild, and the marine race of 

the deep in the inwoven meshes of Ins nets, lie, alhimin nc 

man- and he masters bv bis devices the tenant of the hekls, 
1111 ' . ■ j . ...i -will bring under 4 the 

lieek-eneireling yoke, the shaggy-maned hoi sc and the uir- 
tameahle mountain bull. And he hath taught lnmselt lan¬ 
guage and lofty wisdom 8 , and the customs ot civic law, and 

i All lion ell /XXn iiir.ov mny refer to tin' /lo.uxrpn^./«'««’ movement in 

1 1 ■ \ K ,ill Invc Rtrong suspicion Unit we should read o i, 

ploughm*. 1 null h,n< strong s l return year by year.- So 

“ others accent d, ^ re &(*<> *ai 

Hesiod, »py* 41 s V Trnr | l rov irapt\0vi’T aparov, and B2o, 

f "!±Z? S«.‘ aisocomm, on Virgil, Eel. I. 70. “ Post ali- 

verb may be rightly thus used is easily seen 
<juot... aristas. That t r tbe ftlM dcnts to the celebrated 

fom the ^ lm cf Hubnk. on Tim. Lex 

passage of 1 Into a ' f ’, simidicius on Arist. de Cool, F. 125. IK 

?nie^"«ic , i^H l th , ns^ 0 ^’ 8 l'” o i ,< ^ to thu Uonmic lrf «’crtAXu/dron iviavrwv, 

II. IK 551, VI11. 40K IK gontence from the translation 

A Z ry mnin in stormy winds, by the rattling 
of Album*: lie trav. rs, s i u n y 1n . me incorruptible land ot 

year returning .0 plough it with horse-hind.” 
Taliri omneR mondbso 

of thin nuthoritntive judgment we are inebm i o »‘ 1 Lucretius. 

are correct. WaUrt.el.l approves of ^ Tmc«,C innoh more 

VI. 71H. and renders it, “ r generul spirit of tho 

applicable to the paBBttge, and conslatcnt with g • boiirhtcns tho 

Chorus. An epithet Indicative of lho s,wed of dm J^hugljte ^ 

diffieulty «';'< V i ::: i '; i0 ; | , r; m de a most jndioious choice of expressions 

illBtnnocK, that (he poet lm« ^ ■_ * f {] hol K*ia^o*c 

-5i ” ^£;..r — vu m «. — 

■Wonder has not perceived. Jl. oonieelurc of Franz, Aypogrrm. 

I, Uif 1 *> nut « tho " lty for 

manning info/W, /urbapm. '” u ' . - s )t Xiim.0lni' of tho 

-Uo ■■ » f *- • r ~ 1 
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to avoid the cold and stormy arrow* of uneomfortable frosts 
Finding a way through every thing without a u sonnec he 
comes upon nothing in respect to the futuie . Of tin „ > 
alone he shall not introduce escape; but yet lie hath demised 

certain inventive skill of art, he at one time advances to evil 
and at another time to good. Observing the laws of the 
land, and the plighted justice of heaven, he is high in the 
state • but an outcast from the state is lie, with whomsoever 
that which is not honourable resides by reason of audacity; 
neither may he dwell with me, nor have sentiments like mine, 

■who acts thus- . T t i • 

I am in doubt at this strange prodigy ! How knowin 

her shall I deny this to be the maiden Antigone . O wretched 
woman, and sprung from a wretched father, CLdipus what 
at all means this ? Sure they do not load you, at least, dis¬ 
obeying the mandates of the king, and having seized you m 

the frantic attempt ? , , , TT 

Mess. This is she that have wrought the deed. Her we 

found employed in the burial—but wlicic is Cieon . 

Qh. Returning from his palace ; he is passing out to meet 

the opportunity. . .,. . . 

Ck. What is it? WTiat chance thus comcidmg has hap- 

t)CU0Ci^ ? 

Mess. O king, nothing is to be disavowed by mortals, for 
later opinion gives the lie to the judgment; since I would con¬ 
fidently have maintained, that I w ould have been slow of ever 
returning hither, on account of your threats 4 , in whose storm 
I was formerly endangered. But, for the joy w'hich is with¬ 
out and beyond the hopes resembles in magnitude no other 
pleasure, I come, though pledged to the contrary by oaths, 


of thought: but Benedict disagrees with them, for the following reason: 
il Sensus sublimes docendo quidem instillari possunt humanse ruenti, non 
autem cogitationum celeritas, quae major sive minor ex indole cujusque 
naturali dependet.” 

1 This is Donaldson’s interpretation: “with plans for all things, plan¬ 
less in nothing, meets he the future V 9 B. 

2 yspaiwv is the ingenious conjecture of Musgrave, approved by 
Donaldson. Wunder’s 'jrepcdvwv is absurd. B. 

3 Donaldson, “what hap holds sortance with my coming forth ?” B. 

4 raig a dig d7mXatc, propter minas tuas. Yide ad OEd. Col. 1280’ 
Musgrave. 
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brin^ino- this virgin, who was detected adorning the tomb. 


a 


The lot here was not shaken, but this is my prize*, none 
other's. And now, O king, taking her as you please, yourself 
question and convict her; but I freed am justly entitled to 
get rid of these evils. 

On. In what way do you bring her? 'whence taking her? 

Mess. She was burying the man : you know all. 

Cr. I )o you both understand and correctly deliver what 
you tell ? 

Mkss. Having at least seen her in the act of burying the 
dead body which you interdicted. Do I relate these things 
clearly and plainly ? 

Chi. And how was she seen and found taken in the act? 

M kss The circumstances was of this nature :—Dor when 
wc came, threatened with those dreadful torments by you, 
having swept away all the dust which covered the corpse, and 
having well stripped the clammy body, we took our seat to 
the windward of the top of the hill, having avoided the stench 
from the body least it should reach us 1 * 3 , each keenly rousing 
his fellow with hitter reproaches if any one should be sparing 
of this toil. These things continued for so long a time, until 
the brilliant orb of the sun took its place in the middle of the 
firmament, and the heat was burning, and then suddenly a 
storm having raised a whirlwind from the ground, a heaven- 
sent pest, fills the plain, watering all the tresses of the wood¬ 
lands ; and the mighty air was filled ; and having closed our 

eves wc endured the heaven-sent plague. And this having 
J • - - * * * and 

ce 

its 


departed in length of time, the maiden is seen in view, nr 
*ho is wailing forth the hitter note of the plaintive bird, lil 
when it beholds the bed of its empty nest deprived of i 
young. Tints also she, when she beholds tho dead body bare, 
burst forth into strains of grief, and baneful curses did she 
imprecate on those who wrought the deed, and straightway 
«he brings the dry dust in her hands, and from the welU 
fashioned brazen urn high-raised aloft with thrice-poured liba¬ 
tions she crowns the dead. And we seeing it rushed 


1 All larlcy and unexpected pain wn« ascribed to the kindness of tho god 
Hcrinrs < nm i tho word Hpjuawv refers to this attribute, uml is derived 

from bin name* ( ( 

3 Construotlo cat: irtifitvyorti; Arr/n) v air aoroo, gi) fiakot, fagiontCB 

odor cm cjua, no nos ferlrct. Musgravo. 
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and immediately seized her, not in the least appalled ; 
and we accused her both of the former and the proseir 
doings, and denial of none of them was attempted. But thi< 
to me at least is at the same time pleasing and painful : 
for to escape from evils myself is most pleasing, but to bring 
friends into misfortune is painful. But it appertains to me 
by nature to consider all these things less important than my 
own safety. 

Cr. You, you bending your head to the ground, do you 
confess or do you deny having done this ? 

Ant. I both confess I did it, and I do not deny that I did 
not. 


Cr. You may take yourself off where you please 1 , free 
from the heavy charge. But do you tell me not at length, 
but briefly, did you know the proclamation forbidding this". 
Ant. I knew it. And why should I not? for it was plain. 
Cr. And have you dared then to transgress these laws ? 
Ant. For it was not Jove who heralded these commands 3 
nor Justice, that dwells with the gods below the earth who 
established these laws among men; nor did I think your 
proclamations had so much power so as being a mortal to 
transgress the unwritten and immovable laws of the o-ods 1 
h or not now, at least, or of yesterday, but eternally they live' 

and no one knows from what time they had their beiim. I 

1 Addressing the Messenger. 

2 Addressing Antigone. 

the laws of heaven; and the touching manner in whiMi l ^ 

herself for her untimely doom, is the noblest picture of dl / , ^ ons ? ,es 
triumphing over nature and the weakness of woman Tr —Thi - her ° ISm 

t£dpyot (piKovo&iav, earn/ iiuZv -a v a. t Kr iP v 7P a * a vi v 

ri 7M, £ r)v b Kr,pbl- ag r ht” obSt Mot vat Tai TSu’ “fi 

and Minos, p P 46 f Z Z'of U P ^° 1 1 5 

°n the aypa^oc cf. Aristot. Rhk.’ hi Q ’ ^ 13 ' 

herself: “ & o as hdnfa’ ZvmT t0 Creon > or to Antigone 

laws/ 7 There is this objection howpvpT t venture to transgress these 

T P*X Hv does not so pronerlv mean 1 5 ° t ^ e ^ atter ^ode, that vire p- 

Benedict* Obs. 117. P P y m viclare > as superare, vincere* Tide 


IT 
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was not going through fear of the spirit of any man to pay 
tliG p 011 nitv of their violntion to tliG gods, t oi X Icncw X 
must die, (and why not. ?) even though you had not proclaimed 
it. and if I die before my day 1 account it gam; for who- 
soever lives like me in many sorrows, how does not lie by 
death obtain advantage 1 . lhus to me, at least, to meet uith 
this fate, the sorrow is nothing: but if I had suffered him 
who was born of my mother to lie in death an unburied 
corpse, in that case I would have sorrowed: in this I sorrow 
not. But if I seem to you now to happen to do what is 
foolish, I merely incur the imputation of folly from a fool. 

Cit The spirit of the daughter shows itself stern from a 
stern father, and she knows not to yield to misfortune. 

Cr. But know ill truth that too stern spirits bend the most: 
and you will most frequently see the hardest steel, foiged in 
the fire till brittle, shivered and broken ; and I have known 
hi oil-mettled horses disciplined by a small bit; for it is not 
right for him to have proud thoughts whosoever is tlie slave 
of others. Slie indeed then first learned to be guilty of inso¬ 
lence, transgressing the ordained laws; and this, when she 
had done it, is the second insult, to glory m such deeds, and. 
to lau‘>ii having done them. In sooth, then, I am no man, oil 
she a 'man, if this victory shall accrue to her without hurt. 
But whether she be sprung from my sister, or one more near 
of blood than all beneath the protection ot our household god , 
she and her sister shall not escape the most wretched late; 
for I charge her equally with having planned the measures 
respecting this burial. And summon her ; for just now I saw 
her within raving, not possessed of her senses; and the mind 
of those who unjustly do, .so anything in the dark, is wont 
to be prematurely detected in its fraud 3 . I indeed at least 

1 Too luv Sc \vttoS>c K pcltroov l<rrt KarOavciv. Eurip. Troad. v. G32. 

2 The meaning of the phrase rov ttclvtSq Zijvoc Epwiou can only be 

■ !, !t the reader will eosUy perceive, by a periphrasis. The altar 

house ” as “ nenates ’ ’ would be used in Latin, ii. .. .. 

house, aa / peni u npoedev yt>ii<J0ai, ut constructs sit: o fit 

a k\07TCV£. „YvJubj.au, <p,\cT wpojrflev K \oirei>G 
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i^ovej-b 011 any ° ne ’ diseovered in g uiIt = may then wish to gloss 

me^deSh ^ anythin S mOTe than takia S me to put 

all CK ' 1 mdced Wlsh uoth mg more. Having this I have 

Ant. Why in truth do you r]*»7w> + 

your words are pleasing, no?may they e'xr be pl "sin^^and 
m like maimer also, to you mine are mHn-nii i- S ," ’ . and 
And yet whence could I have gained a *dorvnfV K 1S 1 J ^leasing. 

than by laying „y „™ brother in at Zmb "T,"',"' 

AX 2 Z , ££,** « 'V 3 

?&“ Di “ ,hi5 ' ^ *° «7 »“ to 2 ^ 

Sr Y Th al ° n f ° f tIlCSC Cad means view it in this Ifoht 
close the lips!* 3 & S ° ^ ™ tbe Same ^ht, lju t for you they 

ferS W thJrs? ^ if y ° U have ^timents dif- 

Ant. No, for it is nothin** shameful +~ 
sprung from the same womb & M t0 revere those "’ho 

poSte skb ? ^ ^ alS ° yOUr brother foil on the op- 

• father^.* ^ “ y br ° ther from «» mother and the same 

to him ? H ° W then d ° y ° U award an honour that is. impious 
An t. 1 he dead below the earth will not testifv th • 

and by the same mother '-The G tw -? y brother b ? the same father 
«-e semetimas very prolix , 

ment takes up a whole line in tl,! „ P ? g . before us, where the senti 
these two words of theT! ? ‘. he original, and is better P v,ll . • 
since he h a< f not the Z tr f nslat, °"-'’ Praneklin. This nnt^f ^ ln 
make himself as happy a^he 0 p . erceive *he elegance of the orin 

having the presumption to th^V^ his two “onosyllab es A 
phocles, we cannot help sueS<l uali fied to improve unon 

Seb m ° r ! f blime than thesub^ctof ht “if ht have de ^od someth^ 
the boasted he was, e SUdJecfc of his self-congratulatory commenf 
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Cr. He will, if you honour him equally with the im¬ 
pious. 

Ant. For not in aught a slave, but iny brother he fell. 

Cr. Laying waste at least this land, but the other resisting 
iu its defence. 

Ant. Still the grave at least desfres equal laws. 

Cr. But not the good to obtain an equal share with the 
bad. 

Ant. Who knows if these things are held holy below? 

Cu. Never at all is the enemy, not even in death, a friend 1 . 

Ant. I have been formed by nature not to join in hatred, 
but to join in love. 

Cr. Going now below, if you must love, love them; but while 
I live, a woman shall not rule. 

Ch. And in truth before the gates here comes Ismene, 
letting fall the tears of a sister’s love, and the cloud on her 
brow bedewing her beauteous face, mars the glow of her 
cheek. 

Cr. But you, who in my house, like a viper, stealing on 
without my notice, sucked my blood, and 1 was not aware 
that I nursed two fiends and traitors to subvert my throne, 
come, tell mo, do you too confess that you shared in this 
burial, or do you deny the knowledge of it ? 

Ismene. I did the deed, if she also says so, and I par¬ 
ticipate in and bear the blame 2 . 

Ant. But justice will not permit you to do this, since you 
neither were willing, nor did I make you my partner. 

Ism, But in your evils I am not ashamed to make myself a 
fellow-voyager of your sufferings. 

Ant. Whose deed it is, Hades and those below the earth 
arc conscious: but I do not love a friend that loves with 
words. 

1 Euripides, following a much more natural and amiable sentiment than 
this expressed by Croon, makes Polynicos with his last breath speak 
kindly of his brother: ( t 

3><Xoc yelp dXX* Ifyuoc <p(\oc, PhocnUsce, 1445. 

9 Ismene, whose conduct und sentiments wo have always hitherto found 
disgusting, continues to appear hero in a still more unfavourable light. 
She would fain take tho seeming credit of generosity, and yet at the very 
first moment she insinuates her innocence, or at least extorts from Anti¬ 
gone, by her saving clause, an acknowledgment to this effect* 




deprive me of tJbe honour of dying with 

* nUi to the dtad. 

te with me, nor make your* what 

will aulKee to die. 
i* dear t»» me bereft of rou ? 
or Mm court him. 


tered, m truth, though I derii 
could I bo» ! vou ? 

unt lf: I do not *'Tudsft* vour 


one 


without 
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Or. You at least give me too much trouble, both you and 
the marriage you talk of. J 

Jsai. M hat, will you deprive your otvn sou of her 1 

Cr. The grave was destined to put a stop to this marriage. 

Ism. lis destined, as it seems, that she shall die ° 

Cr. E en as thou thinkest, so I 1 . Make no more delay 2 
lmt conduct her, ye slaves, •within : and from this time it is 
luting that these women should not be left at liberty, for 
e \f U t j6 kdd Ay» "'hen they already see the close of life 


Ch 3 Blessed are they, to whom there is a life that tastes not 
ot misfortune ; for to whomsoever their house shall have been 
shaken by heaven, nought of mischief is wanting, lurking 
nought the fulness of their race; like as when beneath the 
sea-traversing malignant Thracian blasts a billow runs over 
the marine darkness, it stirs up from the deep the black and 
storm-tost sliingle, and the wave-lashed shores moan with 
the roar. I see the ancient sufferings of the house of Labdacus 
loll owing on the sufferings of the dead; nor does one generation 
quit the race 4 * , but some one of the gods keeps felling it, nor 
has it a moment s release. For now what light was spread 
above the last root in the house of GEdipus, again the death- 
lul dust , of the infernal powers sweeps it away, and frenzy of 
words, and the mad fury of the mind. O Jove ! what darin 0 * 
pride of mortals can control thy power, which neither thl 
sleep which leads the universe to old age 6 , ever seizes nor 
the unwearied months of the gods ? Through unwasting time, 
en zoned m might, thou dwellest in the glittering blaze of 
heaven . For the future, and the instant, and the past, this 

videtur ^ U ^ er r * ut tibi <l uidem videtur a me decretum esse, ita mihi 


- Tpt/3«e is governed by Troitirt or ayere, or some such word under¬ 
stood. Mus-rave very well remarks, that there is no more fitting occa- 

sion for an ellipsis, than when the haste of an angry man is to be 
j# t a * 


3 This Chorus is enriched with some of the most sublime imaprerv and 

conception to be met with in any poet. The Hues, in particular, which 
celebrate the power of Jupiter, are grand beyond expression. 

„ Atone for, or pay the reckoning of the race.” 

6 See Donaldson. B. 

s Lexicon, the conjecture of Renner, 'TravTciynpuCt ts never 
growing oid is approved. It certainly seems simpler than the irayicpa- 
of Donaldson. B. 1 v 
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comes to tlie life of mortals far re- 

V, J 

moved at least from calamity 1 . For much-deceitful hope is 
a gratification to many, and to many the beguilements of 
light-minded love; but ruin advances on man, all-ignorant, 
before that he touch his foot with the warm fire. In wisdom 
hath an illustrious saying been by some one set forth: That 
evil on a time appears good to him, whose mind the god 
hurries on to judgment, and that he lives for a brief space 
apart from its visitation. 

But here is Hoemon, the youngest by birth of your children. 
Does lie come, lamenting the fate of his betrothed bride 
Antigone, grieving at being defrauded of the nuptials ? 

Cn. W e shall soon know better than prophets. O my son! 
having then heard the ratified decree against your bride, do you 
come, raging against your father r or are we, in whatever 
way acting, dear to you ? 

®mon. Father, I am thine: and you, having good 



that everything 

for on 



i* # 


that begetting 
their house, in 
with evil 2 , and 
But whosoever 
that he did else 


counsels for me, which I will follow, direct me aright. For 

no marriage will justly be considered greater with me than 
you, while guiding me well. 

Cr. For thus, O my son, it is fitting to feel in your breast 

takes its place behind the judgment of a 
account of this men pray 
children, they may have them obedient in 
order that they may both repay an enemy 
honour a friend equally with their father. 

begets useless children, what would you say _ __ 

^ na11 engender toils to himself, and much laughter to his 
enemies ? Do not you now, my son, for the sake of a woman, 
ever drive away your senses by pleasure, knowing that this 
is a chilling embrace, a bad wife, the partner of your bed at 
home. For what worse ulcer could there be than a false 
? But, spurning her as an enemy, suffer this virgin 
to marry some one in the shades. For since I have clearly 

j r T r k; rt * * 

is very corrupt. Donaldson would read: v&fiog od‘ avSpoc 

■ QvaT&v fiioTtp 7r d/nroXiQ tlaiv ara; “ In all the life of mortals 

mischief in every state her franchise claims.” B. 

' There ls a „ st l ron ? resemblance in this to the sentiments, not to sav 
the language, of the Psalmist: « Like as arrows in the hand of the giant, 
even so are young children: happy is the man that hath his quiver full of 

the gate!” 7 When they Speak with their en emies in 



cufrav. 
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discovered her alone of all the city actum- with disnhe r 
I will not prove myself false to my countrv hl n° nce ’ 
her to death. Let her therefore invoke T 5 ’ 1 WlU P ut 

ki.Kl,.,l; f„, if I „„ ,i, osc ‘ti ' ; t *„n f - / 

orderly, much more shall I thus rear thnsr? J, 11 km dls ' 
; cct..<l .villi me 1 l„ .vhosocvci- i V'“5 P* 

to command those in power it ;« • " ^ 5. be law s, or thinks 

meet with praise from me It t ^ impossible that he should 

him it is proper to obov in «/* n'/i 0 ” 1 * 10 cb 3' ma .V appoint, 

unjust'; and 1 his man Y am'r^ ° r ,V‘ & Cat ' ™ 

.vo.,1.1 be,.in*,* nz Its 1 "; ri , ,“ ." ,ic " di »»■ 

«poar would remain at bio . • ‘ ] l l \ 110 tempest of the 

arms. There is no -n-e iter l! Ji JUSt aiu , bravo companion in 
1 .. f , 1S 1,0 g» cater bane than anarehv it de«f.-A,- u „,v- 

lajs houses low, and in the combat iviih* *V " 3^ cities, 

to the rout 8 : but ,ii„„;„i:„ . K,t "' Ul thc spear scatters 

are under rule. There mus h^ Y* > - 1 ° St °* thoso who 
govern, and we must by m ‘° th ° Se / hat 

wore better, if necossarv t„], yield to a woman : for it 

" cr'r n ". t t* «1H mfc-rior h TOd 

l “ :!'™ k «~'iy ,vi„„“ou LlSk **'• ym 

f ' ; '• l,, ; r - Ao gntl» im,ibmt vvivdvm i„ m mi thc hmhest 

able nor know to on press thaf v,,,,' , J ‘ ut f Rh °uld neither be 

anglit. 1‘or another indeed it mi-lit be nmL w g 

interest t i i uc propei'*. p or your 

thimrthnt ’ 1 Vl! lw>in necustomod to consider every 

cyo U.n'ifies a y em n ° **?*•?' (,< T‘ ba » to blame : for you? 
yc unifies a common citizen from using those words which 

1 On i 

Kal fit) 

•15 ■ . .( v ■v ,,M ""“v oran'ca iuod, 195 ** yl?i 

regis impenum foraH.” Plnut. Amphit. I. 1 , ] 9 . jj. 

8 SurU^C'i r a ", 7r ‘' c ’ k'ur. iDfire rpowtic flvat. See Wunder B 

outli is tljii iiitorpiTtuhou of Heath • 41 io n .,u a • i , * . 

(qui fillus non nit it«f J * 1100111 * . fieri quadem id poteit nb alio 

inainuatus that the oondnH *ilf t |° ,m indecoro. M II «j in on delicately 
allow himself, from lilml #- US * ^. lcr 18 objectionable, but will not 

JHrtinuk’s trunnlution bcncs nh°V ° ® 1V ? V0I ? t to unbecoming censure, 
doc. to the ordinal n.it 

quottt. ' ® ^ '■anion ut alius etiam vera dicore 



you would not be pleased to hear; but I, in the sh:ule, can 
Lear them, in what way the city mourns for this virgin; how 
the, the n *‘"t undeservedly of all women, perishes by the 
most wretched death, after most glorious deeds: she who did 
not suffer her own brother, having fallen in the slaughter 
unburied, to be destroyed by ravening dogs, nor by any 
bird. Is not she worthy of gaining golden honour? Such a 
hidden report makes its way on in silence. To me, father, 
itfcniT is no pos sess ion more honourable than your prosperity: 
for what is a greater ornament of glorv to children than a 
father nourishing? or what to a father than his children? 
Io not now hear this one dis]»osition of mind only in your¬ 
self, that what you say. and nothing else, is right ; for who- 
fcoev*T thinks that he himself alone has wisdom, or a ton nr ue 
or a soul, such as no otht r. these men, w hen laid open, have 
been seen to be empty. But it is no disgrace to a man, even 
though he be wise, to learn many things, and not to strive 
too much against others. \ ou see by the channels of winter 
►m am* how as many trees as yield preserve their boughs * 
but those that resist ’perish witli the very root. And in like 
manner, whoever managing a ship, having drawn firm the 
s&il-rope. given no way; he upsetting her, navigates for the 
future with benches turned upside down. But yield from 
your aiigvr*, and grant a change. 1 or if there is any judg¬ 
ment w ith me too, though a younger man, I sav that it is 
far the t«*t for a man to be by^nature full of knowle dge ; but 
if not. t' . it is not wont to incline in this way, it is also 
honourable to learn from those that advise well*. 

^ it is meet, if he speak to the purpose, that 

you thMuld learn from him: and you, Ilaemon, again from 
your father: for it has been well spoken on both sides. 

L u Shall we. of >uch an age. be taught wisdom by one of 

ms time c*t life ? 
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f sunilar to this m Reaod, which the readers 

quoted in the first book of the Ethics:_ 

aropierrof, 5c a croc vavra vofjffi i 

ro c irura co< k nXof ^iirw* 

*y****»C» &C «’rwn wiByrat. 

pp JXAoi* acot’u/v 
. 0C avr axprfioc d i // < . 

Hesiod. 'Eflv. 90S 
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Hm. Nothing which is not just; but if I am a young man, 
it is not fitting to retard years more than works. 

Cr. For it is a good work to pay regard to those who are 
guilty of disobedience ? 

Hje. No, nor would I desire you to observe reverence to¬ 
wards the bad. 

Cr. For has not she been seized with such a disease ? 

PIy"e. The people that dwell together in this city of Thebe 
deny it. 

Cr. Shall the city dictate to me what it is proper for me to 
ordain ? 

II ji'. Do you see how you have spoken this like a very 
young man ? 

Cu. For does it become any other one than me to rule this 
land? 

II^e. Nay, that is not the state winch is dependent on one 
man* 

Cr. Is not the state deemed the possession of its ruler ? 

Hje. No doubt:—in an uninhabited land at least you 
might rule alone. 

Cr. He, as it appeal's, fights in alliance with a woman. 

II m. If you are a woman ; for my care is for you, 

Cr, Oh, utterly basest of wretches I quarrelling with your 
father! 

11m. For I see you committing the sin of injustice. 

Cn. Do I sin in paying reverence to my own dominion ? 

H m. You do not pay roverenco when trampling under foot 
at least the honours of the gods. 

Cr. Oh, accursed disposition, and enslaved to a woman 1 

11m. You will not, at all events, ever find me the slave of 
what is base* 

Cr. All your speech at least is for her. 

H Ms And for you too, and for me, and for the gods below 
the earth. 

Cr. It may not bo that you should ever now marry her in 
life. 

11M. She then will die, and, dying, will destroy some one 1 * 

1 Creon evidently supposes that H reman threatens his life, mistaking 
what is an ambiguous intimation of hit purpose of destroying himself* 
Tn.—The Covent Garden adapter well rendered it, u She'll die—per¬ 
chance not only she, ' ’ B* 
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Cr. Do you also, threatening., thus advance in audacity ? 

IIjr. Aiid what threat is it to argue against foolish 

opinions: M 

Cn. To your cost you shall school me, being yourseli void 

* 

of understanding. 

H i If you were not mv father, I would haye said that you 

* * 

were simple. 

Cu. Being the slave of a woman, do not revile me 1 

IIjl. Do you wish to speak, and speaking, to hear nothing 

in return r 

Cu. Can this be true ?—1but know, by Olympus, that you 
shall not with impunity insult me with your upbraidings. 
Bring the hateful thing, that she may immediately die in the 
presence of her bridegroom, near him, and in his sight. 

ILu. Never, near me at least, think it not, shall she perish; 
and you shall no longer, beholding it with your eyes, see my 
face," wherefore thou inavest be mad in company with such 
friends as arc willing [to abide it]. 

Cii. The man, 0 king! has departed abruptly in anger; 
and the mind, when pained at his years, is dreadful. 

Cr. Let him do what he pleases; let him, going, feel 
prouder thoughts than become a mortal; but he shall not 
release these virgins from their fate. 

Cn. For do you intend to kill both of them ? 

Cr. Not her at least who did not touch the body, for you 
certainly suggest this well. 

Ch. And by what sort of death do you meditate to destroy 
her r 

Cr. Conducting her where the way is untrodden by mor¬ 
tals, I will bury her alive in the cavern of the rock 2 , only set¬ 
ting forth so much food as will suffice for expiation 3 , in order 


1 KtortWu) generally means adulor } but here it is necessarily taken in an 
opposite sense. This mode of using the same word in a directly contrary 
signification is not uncommon. *Ovuiog is a marked instance of it: 
9i)3at£ raX\4<7rov ovttcog. Eur. Phoen. 821. 

- » In arcam inclusos tradunt non dissimiii genere poenae Danaen t 
Cycni liberos, (Lycophr. 239.) Comatam, (Theocrit. vii. 78.) denique 
Sotadem poetam, (Athen. xiv. cap. 4.)” Musgrave. 

J It is singular that in all cases of tfris live-burial, either ancient or 
modern, we find the custom prevail of leaving a certain quantity of food 
with the victim. In Greece it was held impious to suffer any one to die 
of famine, and this was a kind of juggling way of satisfying the conscience 
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that all the city may avoid the pollution. There, imploring 
Pluto^ whom alone of gods she reveres, she will obtain a re¬ 
spite from death, or will know at least then that it is lost trou¬ 
ble to pay reverence to those in the shades. 

Chorus. O Love ! unconquerable in the fight. Love ! who 
lightest on wealth 1 , who makest thy couch in the soft cheeks* of 
the youthful damsel, and roamest beyond the sea, and mid the 
i ural cots, thee shall neither any of the immortals escape, nor of 
men the cicaturos of a day 3 ; but he that feels thee is that instant 
maddened. Thou for their ruin seduccst the minds of the just to 
injustice ’ thou hast stirred up this strife of kindred men, and 
desire revealed from the eyes 4 of the beauteous bride win’s the 
^ ictoi y j tics n c tlitit bolds its so?it^ beside tlic mighty Itxws in rule ^ 
for the goddess Venus wantons unconquerable amongst all. But 
now already I too am borne without the pale of laws, behold- 
ibis spectacle j and I am no longer' able to restrain the 
fountains of tears, when I here see Antigone passing ou her 
way to the chamber where all repose. 


that the pollution was avoided. In modern times the practice seems to 
have been continued with the cruel object of prolonging the torments of 
such a horriblccxistence. Tr.—F or Oriental illustrations see Lane, Arabian 
Nights, vol. iii. p, 102, note 35. B. 

1 BonaU1 son, partly after Reisig, would take Krijpaat, according to 
Plato’s dictum, that men arc the Krttfiara of the gods, and that the poet 

meuns that Love, by bis attacks, enslaves men at once, rendering them 
Krrjfxara. B. 

3-Chire 


Pulcliris excubat in genis. Horace. 

3 We may safely put in contrast with this Chorus, though highly beau¬ 
tiful, the following lines on the same subject, from one of the"first of 
modern poets :— 

In peace, Love tunes the shepherd’s reed; 

In war he mounts the warrior’s steed ; 

In halls, in gay attire is seen; 

In hamlets, dances on the green. 

Love rules the court, the camp, the grove, 

. And men below, and saints above; 

For love is heaven, and lieavon is love. 

Lny of the Last Minstrel, Canto iii. 2. 

1 Cf. Burip. llipp. 525. Kpwc JfyxtiC, i mr /yjjufirwr 
*jro0ov. Achilles Tutius vl. p. 375. rd oft [tarn rtov ica\tuv rd 

letiWoc ict'tQiirat, ft&ov liciiOfv hrl roiH* ttyfhrXpotH' t&v opiovriov. B, 

6 But Beo Donaldson. Whence the translator got ** in Aeaven*& rule, M 
I cannot toll. B, 
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Ant. Behold me, ye citizens of my father-land, advancing 
on this last journey, and beholding tbc light of the sun for this 
last time and never again: but Hades, whose chamber rccei\ es 
all, conducts me, living, to the shore of Acheron, neither 
blessed with the lot of wedlock 1 , nor hath the bridal lay j et 
hymned me, but I shall be the bride of Acheron. 

Ch. Nay, but renowned and enjoying praise you descend to 
this recess of the dead, neither struck by wasting disease, nor 
having received the award of the sword; but in freedom and 
in life you alone of mortals shall descend to Hades. 

Ant. I have heard that, by a most mournful fate, perished, 
on the promontory of Sipylus, the Phrygian stranger 2 , daughter 
of Tantalus. Her, like the clinging ivy, did the shoots of rock 
subdue : and her, dissolving away in showers, as the legends 
of mortals tell, the snow never leaves ; and from her eyes, 
that ever flow with tears, she bedews the cliffs. Most like 


her, the god lulls me to sleep. 

Ch. But she was a goddess, and of heavenly birth ; and we 
are mortals, and of mortals born. And yet to you a perish¬ 
able creature, it is high fame to meet with a lot like the peers 
of the gods. 

Ant. Woe is me! I am derided. Why, by the gods of 
my fathers, do you insult me, not yet dead, but still beheld in 
sight ? O my country ! O my countrymen, of rich estate ! O 
ye fountains of Dirce, and grove of Thebe, the renowned for 
the car ! I take you withal jointly to witness, how unlamented 
by my friends, and by what laws I go to the sepulchral dun¬ 
geon of my untimely tomb. O, woe is me ! who am neither 
a dweller among men nor shades, the living nor the dead. 


1 Antigone, in these beautiful and swan-like dirges, more than once 
expresses her regret for never having experienced the marriage joys* 
There is nothing indelicate, except to the eye of false refinement, in this 
candid declaration of natural feeling. We find an equally pure illustra¬ 
tion of the same sentiment in the case of Jephtha's daughter, who went 
“ and bewailed her virginity upon the mountains . 5 9 Her example was even 
admired ; for *' it was a custom in Israel, that the daughters of Israel went 
yearly to lament the daughter of Jephtha the Gileadite four days in a 
year.” Judges xi. 

2 Niobe, who was changed into stone for having bragged Latona with 
her children, Agathias, an old quaint fool, has the following lines on this 
hard punishment: 

O rvfifjog ovrog tvbov ovk vskvv, 

*0 vtKpog ovrog &ktoq ovk rcupov. 
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Cbc. Having advanced to the extreme of audacity, thou hast 
violently dashed, my child, against the lofty throne of justice. 
Thou payest some penalty of thy father. 

Ant. Thou hast touched on a thought most painful to me, 
the thricc-renowncd griefs of my father, and the fate of all our 
race, the illustrious children of Labdacus. Woe ! for the 
curses that attended my mother's bed, the incestuous con¬ 
nexion of my wretched mother with my father, from which I, 
unhappy, formerly sprung ! and now accurst, unblessed by 
nuptials, I go to sojourn with my parents. O my brother ! 
having met with an ill-fated marriage 1 , dying, thou hast des¬ 
troyed me, yet in life. 

• «/ ' 

Ch, To act reverently is an act of piety; hut power, to 
whomsoever power is intrusted, must not in any way be trans¬ 
gressed. Thy self-willed temper has destroyed thee. 

Ant. Unwept, and friendless, and nn wedded, I, wretched, 
am conducted on this destined way. It is no longer allowed 
me, unhappy, to look on this luminary's sacred eye; and no 
friend mourns mine unwept doom. 

Cr. Know yc not that no one would cease from dirges and 
wailings before death, if it were of avail to utter them ? Will 
yc not lead her as quickly as possible, having inclosed her, as 
I directed, in the caverned tomb, leave her by herself alone, 
whether it is fated she shall die or lead a life entombed in 
Buell a dwelling. For we lire free from pollution ns respects 
this virgin, but at all events, she shall be deprived of abode 
above. 

Ant. O tomb ! O bridal chamber! O excavated, ever- 
guarded dwelling ! where I go to mine own, of whom now 
perished Proserpine has received the greatest number among 
the dead, and of whoift I descend the last, and by a fate far tho 
most wretched, before having fulfilled my term of life ! Dcpart- 
ing, h owovor, I strongly cherish in my hope that I shall come 
dear to my father, and dear to thee, my mother, and dear to 
thee, O brother dear ; since I, with my own hand, washed 
you when dead, and decked you out, and poured the libations 
over your tomb: uiul now, Polynices, having buried your 


1 Polynices wedded tho daughter of Admstus, Icing of Argos ; and being, 
from this powerful alliance, induced to undertake the expedition against 
Thebe*, he mot with his own death, and entailed a still more wretched fate 
on his sister. 
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, Ar.fl vet ill the opinion of those 
body, I gain such a vcwaid. aright. For nm- 

who have just sentimen ^ J of* children, nor though 

thcr, though I had been the i v would I have umh r- 

xay husband dying, a ^ of ,p 0 citizens. On account ot 

taken this toil agauwM h 1£ wQuld ]iaYC been another ln.s- 

what law do I say inis . child there would 

W f» *“man!bat mv H.lta- a„,l my 

have been another Irom anot impossible a brother 

should ever be bont to w^On pother considerations, 

and to Oarc nlnrt ,vn. 

I seemed to Cicon to p c t p us leads me 

dreadful, ^ ^^ejoyed the nuptial bed, nor heard the 

awa ?;i lal nor having gained the lot of marriage nor of 

nuptial lay, noi nayiib h } t unhappy woman, dcsertod 

rearing my children; but tlmsl, an u > 11 dead. 

by my friends, go. whde al«o to whiit m . t , 1 

Having transgressed— u at usticc lo ne, v to the 

is there for me, a miserable MiOcti, to ioou p.- .a.-erving 

c;odsr \\ nat any yao. -l . * t > p vlt a those 

piety, 1 have oDtamtu «. sufferm" we may he made 

things are good among the 1bc guilty, may they 
conscious of our error; hut it my tnemieb b - 

not suffer more evils than they unjustly inflict o • 
Mt c " same blasts of the same storms of the soul still 

P °(]^ S Tears, therefore, shall arise upon those who conduct her, 

fOT ANT U WoTis*"me ! this command lias come close upon 

^Cr. I give you no hope to console you that these things 
shall not be consummated in this way. 

1 There is a story in Herodotus, of this very principle having been acted 
upon The whol7family of Intaphernes being condlemned to death, 

wife prevaUed on Dai-ius, hy her lamentations, to grant be 
of her kindred. She chose to save her brother, and gave the san e leas 
as Antigone for neglecting her husband and children. The^ wo a*'in y 
reason very suhtUely on the point, but the principle they go upon i 
dently false. The original institution that “ a man should leave lus ther 
and his mother, and should cleave unto his wife,” is no less agreeable to 
nature! than to reason and revelation. The example of AlcestlS will 
always be more admired than that of the wife of Intaphernes. 
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Ant. D native city of the land of Tlidbc, and gods of my 
father's race, I am hurried along, and have no more respite. 
Behold, ye riders of Thohes, the last remaining of the royal 
race, what deeds I suffer at the hands of what men foi liai mg 
revered religion. 

Cit. The form of Danae 1 , too, endured to change the light 
of heaven; in dungeons secured with brass, and concealed in 
a sepulchral chamber, she was bound. And yet she was hon¬ 
oured in her race, my child, my child, and cherished the seed 
of Jove, that flowed in golden shower. But the power of fate 
is a marvellous one. A either tempest, nor war, nor tower, 
nor black sea-beaten ships, escape its control. To that yoke, 
too, was bowed the keen-wrathed son of Dryas 2 , king of tlio 
Edonians, being prisoned by Bacchus for his virulent temper 
in the bonds of rock; and thus he distils the dreadful venom 
of madness, ever bursting up afresh. lie knew, when too late, 
that 3 it was a god he had glanced at in his frenzy with reviling 
words. For he would have put a stop to the inspired maids 
and the Bacchic flame ; and he chafed the Muses, the lovers of 
song. By the Cyanean deeps of the double sea, the shores of 
the Bosphorus, and the Thracian Salmydcssus, (where Mars 
dwells near their cities,) saw the accursed wound, inflicted 
with blindness, on the two sons of Phineus, by a fell step¬ 
mother 4 , a darkening wound, imprinted on the wretched balls 
of tlieir eves, with bloody hands, by the spear, and the points ot 
tlio shuttle: and pining away in misery, they wept the 
wretched sufferings of their mother, who bore the children of 
an ill-fated marriage. But she owned the seed ot the sons ot 
Erectheus 8 , of ancient lineage ; and in far distant caves was 

1 Tlio ChoruH, in this wild and beautiful strain, console Antigone with 
the enumeration of other fates us wretched ns her own. It has been well 
enough observed, that the examples they quote of Unuue and Lycurgus, 
arc not compared to her in their crimes, but tlieir sufferings. 

2 The son of Dry us was Lycurgus, who having routed the Bacchanalians 
from his territory, was punished by tlieir god with some severe doom, here 
described us imprisonment, but variously related by various authors. 

» Donaldson reads. Km'oc hrtyna fit Mate- 

* Iilnia who barbarously put out tlie eyes of Vlcxippus and 1 andion, 

-af - 

no,™ T, ™ on tl.U.I.m, of kW~l «»t A.Ucni™, mob ri-r? 
to the oraclo, asked tho aid of then* son-m-law Boreas during the Persian 

invasion. 
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, ■, flip storms of her father, a daughter of Boreas 1 , 

S”d “hviftn,.,.. as shd bounded over the 
Kf—i. child of Leave,„ b,,t even over her, my 

d ^i ^ Ye'princes'of Thebi we come on this common 
way! two seeing by one, for the journey ot the blind is made 

Cu^But what new event, O aged Tiresias, has hap- 

pC Tin! I will teach you, and do you obey the prophet. _ 

Cn. I was not formerly wont to depart from your advice. 
Tilt. Wherefore you direct aright the helm ol this state. 

Cit. I testify the advantages I have experienced. 

Tik. Consider that you now again stand on the \ory etgc 

Cu. What is it r IIow I shudder at your words ! 

Tin. You shall know, hearing the signs of my art. ror, 

sitting down on my ancient 

station for all augury, I hear an unknown sound of birds 
boatin' 1, the air with ill-omened and unwonted lury, and 1 
perceived that they were tearing each other with bloody 
talons; for the clashing of their wings gave clear indication. 
Being alarmed, 1 straightway essayed the divination by fire 
on the blaming altars ^ and from the sacrifice the flame ouist 
not forth, but on the ashes a clammy vapour kept oozing 
from the thighs, and burnt up, and sputteied, and the entiails 
wore scattered in air, and the thighs 2 , melting a^ay, fell 
out from the involving cawl. Such expiring 3 omens of mys¬ 
terious rites I learned from this boy; for he is a guide to me, 
and I to others. And the city is afflicted with this from yout¬ 
do termination : for our altars, and all our hearths, are full of 
birds and dogs, feeding on the body of the wretched son of 
CEdipus; and the gods no longer accept from us the sacri- 


1 Bop£«c> a?oe, a patronymic appellation for a nymph descended from 
Boreas. 

* The thighs were the part of the sacrifice appropriated to the gods, 
because, says Eustathius, they are useful to men for walking and gene¬ 
ration. It is clear enough that the thighs are considerably useful in these 
important functions, but why for this reason they should be peculiarly 
acceptable to the gods is by no means so obvious. 

3 4>0ti >ovr t evaDescentia. Mali ominis erat in ignispiciis quicquid 
debile et evanidum erat. Musgrave. 


O 
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ficial prayer, nor the flame of the thighs ; nor does bird send 
forth the notes of propitious omen, being gorged with the 
fat of human gore. These things, therefore, my son, consider ; 
for it is common to all men to err : but when one may err, 
he is no longer an unwise nor an infatuated man, who, having 
fallen into evil, is cured, nor remains immoveable. Obstinacy 
incurs the imputation of folly. War not with the fallen nor 
wound the dead. What prowess is it to sla> the slain. 
liei„,r well-disposed towards you I advise you well; aud it 
is must pleasing to learn from a good adviser, it his adi ice 

Tyrino* advantage. , 1 

Cn. Old man, ye all, like archers at a mark, discharge 

vour shafts at me ; and I am not unacquainted with the aits 

of prophets by the race of whom I have long since been 

made the subject of barter and traffic. Pursue your gam, 

make your purchase, if you choose, of the amber of Sardis, 

and the gold of India; but him ye shall never inclose in the 

tomb not even though the eagles of Jove, seizing him as 

So r prey should bear him to tlie throne of the god; not 

t vL s dreading the pollution, would I permit his bunal. 

Por I well know that no mortal is able to pollute the gods. 

thim” meet with disgraceful falls, when for the sake of 

.rnwT lliev 1)1 cad speciously a base aigument. 
b Tm l ia ! Doci any man know, does lie consider— 

Ck Wliat is the matter ? What trite saying is t us • 

T n llv how much wisdom is tlio best ot possessions ? 

C».'lly » much, methinks, “ 

n»- s.5 “ 

Cn. I do not wish to om y t> , w hat is false. 

/ 0 ;’ d A^rss.S. »«V P OT i ^ 

™\l™l l Unow it; for having preserved by my moans this 

0it L y YoTaro'a skilful proph. un . 
Tl R. You will forco me to utter the secrets mm, 

m °Cm Move diem, only do not speak for gain. 
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Tm* For thus do I already seem to have spolcen, as fai as 
regards your part? 

Ce. Know that you shall not sell my resolution. 

Tut. But do you too know well, that you shall not any 
longer sec to their end many courses of the sun in rival speed, 
before that yourself repay one sprung from your own bowels, 
dead, a recompense for the dead, in return for having sent 
one who was in upper air below the earth, and dishonourably 
made a living being to dwell in the tomb, and for having on 
the other hand detained here one debarred from intercourse 
with the infernal deities, and deprived of funeral obsequies 
an unhallowed corse; in which things, neither any concern 
appertains to you, nor to the gods above. But these tilings 
are done with violent injustice by you ; for this, the Furies 
of Hades, and of the gods, avenging with penal consequence, 
lie in ambush for you, that you may be enthralled by the same 
misfortunes. See if, induced by money, I prophesy this : 
for the lapse of no long time shall exhibit the mourning of 
men and women in your palace ; and all the states shall be 
stirred up together in enmity 1 , the mangled bodies of whose 
citizens or dogs have polluted, or wild beasts, or some winged 
bird, bearing an unhallowed stench to the altars of the city. 
Such unerring arrows, since you pain me, I have discharged, 
like an archer, in anger from my soul, and their warm smart 
you shall not escape. But do you, boy, conduct me home, 
that he may vent his passion upon younger men, and may 
know to nurse a more temperate tongue, and feelings better 
than the mind he now bears. 

Ch. The man, O king, has departed, having predicted 
dreadful events: and I know, from the time that I changed 

this hair into white from black, that he never once declared 
to the city what was false. 

Ck. I also have known it, and I am disturbed in my 
thoughts. but to yield were cowardly^ and there is danger 
that, by resisting, I afflict my mind with calamity. 

Cit. There is need, O Creon, son of Menoeceus, of pru¬ 
dent counsel. r 

n\ T hose states that had joined in the expedition, and whose dead were 

}f C unbun< r d - Their being stirred up in enmity is a prophetic allusion 

misfortunes of their fathers before its walls. ge me 

o 2 
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indeed, but still I am 
We must not maintain 

do not entrust them to 


Cn. What, in truth, is it requisite to do r lell me, ana 1 

W1 Ch. Going, release the virgin from her subterraneous abode, 

and prepare a tomb for the body that lies exposed. 

Cr. And do you approve o i this, and think I ought to 

y * Cri. Ay, and as quickly too, O king, as possible; for the 
swift-footed vengeance of heaven cuts short those who aie of 

wicked minds. # ^ 

Cr* Ah me ! it is with difficulty 

changed Irom my purpose to do it. 
an unequal combat with necessity. 

Cir. Going, now, do these things, 

otlmis. .y, i am, I will go. But ye attendants, both 

present and absent, taking axes m your hands, rush to the 
conspicuous spot; and since my opinion has been converted 
^ this way, as I myself bound her, so, being present, I will 
aet her at liberty ; for I fear lest it be not best, preserving 

the established laws, to close life- o.i orv 

Chorus. O thou, who art hailed by many a name , tAory 
of the Theban nympli, and son of deeply-thundering Jove 

who swayee. renowned Italia, and president « 

the vales of Eleusvs, open to all: O Bacchus, wno 

dwcllcst in Thebe, the mother city of the Bacchanals, by e 
flowinc streams of Ismenus, and the fields where the teeth 
of The M drntron wore sown; thee, the smoho beheld as K 
Eurrtinte «amo above the double-orested reek*, where roam 

, . i n nmpa r.Viipflv derived from Ins attributes. They 

JJgZ ITS. 

P oeU: to X«/nroii<ra irirpa 7rvp&c 

<r^ a C> i,ri P aicpoiv 

D„4.Lv. >o . Kurip. PhoBnissni, 287, 

__— — ivOa 7TMp 9 gov 

„, »■« »*---.. w , W „. E Si «•* 

Ti «i “ TSTw*. *«• *• 



1130 — 1171 . 


ANTIGONE. 


197 


the Corycian nymphs 1 , the votaries of Bacchus, and the fount 
of Castalia flows: and thee the ivy-crowned steeps of the 

* t/ x 

Nysian mountains 2 , and the green shore, with its many clus¬ 
ters, triumphant send along 3 , amid immortal words, that hymn 
thy 44 Evoe” ! to reign the guardian of the streets of Thebe, 
whom you honour highest of all cities, along with your 
mother that perished by the thunder. And now, since the 
city with all its people is enthralled by a violent disease, 
come with healing steps, over the slopes of Parnassus, or the 
resounding gulf of the sea 4 . O leader of the choir of flame¬ 
breathing stars 5 , director of the voices that sound b y night, 
youthful god, son of Jove, reveal thyself along with thy min¬ 
istering Moenads, the Naxian maids, who maddening through 
the live-long night, celebrate thee with the dance, thee their 
lord Iacchus. 

Messenger. Ye inhabitants of the abodes of Cadmus and 
Amphion, it is impossible that I should ever praise or blame 
the life of man in whatever condition it may be; lor Fortune 
always raises, and Fortune casts down the prosperous and the 
unprosperous : and no one is prescient of what is decreed 
for mortals. For Creon once, as appeared to me, was en¬ 
viable, having preserved this land of Cadmus from the enemy, 
and receiving the complete dominion of the country, he 
directed it, happily flourishing with a noble race of children: 
and now all is gone. For when a man loses the pleasures 
of life, 1 do not consider him to live, but look upon him as 
the living dead. Let him have great wealth, if you choose 
in his house, and live with the outward splendour of a kin°** 
but if joy be wanting to these, I would not purchase the rest 
with the shadow of smoke compared with the real pleasures. 


1 So ca Hed from the Corycian grotto, their consecrated abode at the 
foot of mount Parnassus. 

2 The !, e , W v re vanous mountains of this name. Nysa, in Euboea, is 
supposed to he the one alluded to here. 

_ j triumphant lead. Snch * s the force of irs/nruv, when speaking of 
a god led in procession. iEsch. Eum. 12. *ip W ovm S' airov ««i J&L 

? eduhus Pasch al. 18, uses a semi-barbarous word, “ pom- 
pare. Grandisoms pompare modis.” With the whole description 
compare Anstoph. Thesmoph. 988, sqq.; Ran. 325, sqq. B P 
Crossing from Euboea to Boeotia. ^ 

* , SoD ? e t ? ke th ® se ™ rds litera %’ otiers regard them as figurative of 
the torches borne by the Bacchanals. gurdewe oi 
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Ch. What burden of sorrow on our princes is this again, 

that you come to tell ? . 

Mess. They are dead: and the living are guilty ol their 

Ch* And who was the slayer? and who is the slam. 

Mess. Haemon lias perished, and by a suicidal baud he is 
dyed with blood. 

Ch. Whether by his father’s hand, or by his own . 

Mess. Himself, by his owm hand, being angry with his 

father on account of the murder. 

Ch. O prophet! how correctly have you declared tins 

prediction! ... 

Mess. As these things being so, you may deliberate on 

Ch And in truth I see near at hand the wretched E my dice, 
wife of Creon; and having neither heard of her son, or by 

chance, she is passing from the palace. . 

Eubybice. O all ye citizens, I heard the rumour, at 

least, as I was going out in order that I might lepair ° ^ ® 
temple of the goddess Pallas, her suppliant in prayer; and 
I chance to be undoing the bars of the fastened gate, and the 
voice of domestic affliction strikes my ears. Moved by , - 
ror, I fall prostrate in the arms of my attendants and fam 
away. But whatever was the tale, repeat it; for not untned 

by misfortune, I shall hear it. ■* 

Mess. I, my dear mistress, being present, will ted it, and 

I will not omit a word of the truth. For why should I al- - 
viate that to you iu which I should aiterwax<k be detected 
of falsehood? The truth is always right. I fc ]^wed 3 «ur 
husband an attendant on foot to the extremity of the plam 
where still lay the unpitied body of 

dogs; and him, indeed, having implored the goddess that is 

1 The ignorance of fat-brained commentators ^^i^en-efhad 

row Bbout h' ownh^nd The sclioliast.^siniple 
announced the death of H«mon by u , i pr1 .j no more than 

scral, will have it, that.the Chorus, m d ’ Heut b blunder in an 

the words, “ Hseraon has perished. Musgiave aiiu n 

equally pitiable manner. con- 

n on t ry, oucrht to have known that tne civinp y 

ffifd amfspoken of as suicide. Tn.-Cf. Liddell, s. v. B. 
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placed in the highways 1 , and Pluto to have a gracious will, 
we bathed with holy lavations, and having consumed what 
remained of the body, with fresh-plucked boughs, and piled 
up a lofty barrow of his native soil, we again repair to the 
rocky cavern, the bridal chamber of the grave’s bethrothed. 
And some one hears at a distance the voice of loud lament 
beside that unconsecrated chamber, and hastening he tells it 
to our master, Creon: but round him, as he approached 
nearer, there float the indistinct notes of wretched wailing, 
and shrieking, he utters these mournful words : “ O unhappy 
me ! am I then a true prophet ? Do I now advance on the 
most ill-fated way of all that I have gone before r The voice 
of my son greets 2 me. Go with speed, ye attendants, nearer, 
and standing by the tomb, ascertain, having penetrated the cleft 
made bv drawing* away the stone close to the mouth, whether 
I hear the voice of Hannon, or am deceived by the gods.” 
On the command of our desponding master we examined the 
place, and we see in the extremity of the tomb the virgin, 
hanging by the neck, suspended in the woven noose of her 
linen robe, and the youth lying beside her with his arms 
around her waist, deploring the destruction of his bride be¬ 
low the earth, and the deeds of his father, and his ill-starred 
nuptials. But Creon, when he sees him, having uttered a 
dismal groan, goes in towards him, and in the loud tone of 
grief calls on him: " O wretched man, what sort of deed have 
you done ? What mind had you ? In what circumstance of 
calamity are you ruined ? Come forth, my son, suppliant I 
beseech you.” But his son, glaring on him with savage eyes, 
spitting on his face 3 , and replying nothing, draws his double- 
edged sword 4 : but his father rushing away in flight, he 
missed him; then the ill-fated man, enraged with himself, 

1 Trivia, Hecate, or Proserpine. 

2 aaivei. There is some difficulty in this word. Perhaps if we con- 
sider the provincialism by which "greeting” is used for "weeping ” the 
word will appear less inapposite than otherwise. B. 

3 I prefer "spuming him with his glance.” Bulwer adheres to the 
other interpretation* B. 

4 Aristotle very justly finds fault with this incident. There is some¬ 
thing horrible and unnatural in the attempt of a son to slay his own 
father; and since he fails to execute his purpose, there is no tragical effect 
produced. The spectator ought not to be shocked unnecessarily. 
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immediately stretching* out 1 the sword, drove it to the middle 
in his side, and still in possession of his senses, with his 
enfeebled arm he embraces the virgin 3 ; and gasping, he casts 
a swift gush of gory drops on her pallid cheek. And dead 
by the dead the hapless youth lies, having obtained his nup¬ 
tial rites in the mansions of Pluto, a proof to the ^vorld of 
rashness, how it attaches to man the greatest of his ills. 

On. What can you conjecture this to mean? The woman 
has some time since disappeared before uttering word, good 

or bad 3 . ^ 

Mess. I myself also am astonished : but I live in the hope 

that, hearing tlie calamities of her son, she does not deign 

to make her lamentations public, but within, beneath the roof 

of the palace, will appoint her maids to mourn a domestic 

sorrow: for she is not devoid of judgment, so as to commit 

what is improper. 

Ch. I know not: for to me, at least, a deep silence seems 
to portend something grievous, and an excess of clamorous 

grief to be without consequence. 

Mess. But going within the palace, we will inform our¬ 
selves whether she secretly conceals in her enraged heart any 
unlawful purpose : for your suggestion is good, and there is 

something grievous in too deep silence. ^ 

Cit. And in truth here comes the king himself, having a 
memorable token in his hand 4 , if we may lawfully so say,—no 


1 lirevTaOttc* pro >k7T tVTtivctpuvoQ* Sic, ut erat, ensem intentans* 

description of the two ill-fated lovers, the dying and the dead, 

contains the very essence of poetry, and tragic beauty. A finer subject 

for a picture cannot well bo imughicd, - 

a There is something very striking and fearful in the moody silence ol 

deep passion and despair. 

■ ■■ fiedotx Uttwc , 

m i rijc fftwTrt/c avnjyphXn ic«Ka. CEdip. Tyran. 10/4. 

A few lines below, the Chorus also expresses this same feeling ot appre- 

i'ension^iu 1 iJ’^uT'appeor'from this, comes in, carrying the dead body 

of Hannon. Shakspenre, in a similar way, introduces Lear with Cordeha 
in hi. arms. This incident is well calculated for stage eflcct: but the 
Goths who huvo mangled Lear for representation have now 
scene of »• that fair dead daughter.” Tn.—Mncreudy, however, l*s *bo*n 
his wonted judgment by it. restoration. In tho present scene, Vande 
hoff’s notion and declamation merited the highest commendation, a. 
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calamity from a foreign source, but he himself its miiltv 
author. 

[Enter Cue on, leaning upon the hodu of his son , borne on a 
litter .] 

Cu, Alas ! the irreparable and deadly errors of a perverted 

mind ! O y.e, who look on the kindred slayers and the slain ! 

Oh me ! for the infatuation of my counsels ! O my son ! my 

son. in youi youth by an untimely fate, £woe, woo, woe, 

woe !j thou hast died, thou hast departed by mine, not thy 
rashness! J 

Ch. Ah me ! how you seem too late to perceive justice ! 

i ^ T ^ ie • I wretched gain it by experience ; and on my 
head the god then dashed with heavy impulse, and drove me 
on to furious ways; having, alas ! overturned to be trampled 

beneath foot my former joy. Alas! alas ! 0 the toils of mor¬ 
tals ! hapless toils! 

Messenger. O master, how, both having the possessing 
you hear these evils in your hands, and you seem coming soon 
about to behold other evils m your palace. 

calamitous*? What ’ the * e Calaiuitics > w there still more 

Mess. Your wife is dead, the full mother of this corpse in 
an unhappy fate by wounds just fresh inflicted. P ’ 

R. port of the grave, that no expiation may soothe whv 

7^7Jl de f° y me ? ° thou hast conveyed t^e 

the ctiI tidings °f sorrow, wha tata ledos t thou te J > A , 
alas. thou hast a second time despatched a dead man What’ 

murdei is added to the destruction of mv son s ^ y 

W Sce^r ay beMd i,; fcr ae l » dy is “» >»»*- in 4a 

U' What then,* &£?£££?£? ^ 

wretch, am already bearing m mir s me - 1. an unhappy 
opposite that other dead body. Alas “ala? oTvieM* 1 f ^ 

ther! alas, my son . r ^ ’ aias ’ ^ " ie tched mo- 

wSij: St**?? «-e altar. 

S eyes, having first, indeed, bewailed the 
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illustrious bed of Megareus, who formerly died, and again of 
him before us; and last, having imprecated a baneful fortune 

on you the murderer of your children. 

Cr. Woe, woe, woe, woe! I am fluttered with tear. Why 
does not some one wound me through with a two-edged 
sword ? A. wretched man am I, alas ! alas I and isx a wretched 

fate am I involved. „ , _ - , , ,, 

Mess. As being guilty at least of both the one fate and the 

other, you were denounced by her as she died. 

Cr. But in what way did she depart from life in 

slaughter ? 

Mess. Having with her own hand pierced hcisclf helow 
the liver, when she heard the deeply-mournful sufferings of 

her son. _ , 

Cb. Woe is me; this guilt will never apply to any other 

but nic : for I, a miserable wretch, I have slain thee : I say 
the truth. O ye attendants, conduct me, with all speed con¬ 
duct me without: me, who am no moi-e than nothingness. 

Cn Yon hid what profits, if there be any aught that pro¬ 
fits in misfortunes : for present evils, when shortest are best. 

Cb Let it come, let it come, let the last of my fates appear, 
briu tT in°' most happily to me the close of my days : let it come, 
let it come, so that I may never behold another day. 

Mr'ss Those things are future: ot these things picsent 
command what we ought to do ; for others are a care to those 

whom it behoves to have tins care. 

Cb. But I prayed for those things 1 desire. _ 

Mr.ss. Bray now for nothingsince there is no escape o 

mortals from predestined calamity. o#] 

Cb. Lead away now without this shadow of,a man who, O 
mv son unwillingly slow thee, and thee, too, my wife. U 
wretched man that I am! I neither know whither nor to 
whom I should look ; for every thing misguided, both m my 
hands and over my head, has an intolerable fate made to burnt 

UP Cn m To ho wise is the first part of happiness : and it 
behoves us not to bo guilty of irreverence m those thmgs at 
least Smt concern the gods; for the haughty words of the 
vaunting, paying tho penalty of severe affliction, ha> c taught 

wisdom to old ago. 
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Hercules having excited the jealous fears of Deianira by bringing 

home the captive Iole as a new partner of liis bed, she sent him as a 

love-charm a garment dipped in the blood which fell from the death- 

wound with which the Centaur Nessus had been stricken by Hercules. 

The poison took a fatal effect, and Hercules, perishing in agony, was 

placed on a funeral pile on Mount CEta, where] he was to receive his 

immortality, and rest from suffering. Deianira, in despair, slew her¬ 
self. B. 


Deianira. 

Attendant. 

Hyllus. 

Chorus. 

Messenger. 


DRAMATIS PERSONAE. 

Lichas. 

Nurse. 

, Old Man. 

Hercules. 


Deianira. There is an ancient saying, renowned among 
men, that you cannot fully judge of the life of mortals, whet 
ttier it has been good or bad to an individual before his death 1 . 
But I, even before I come to the realms of Pluto, know that I 
ave ed my life in misfortune and calamity: I, who indeed while 
dwelling in the palace of my father (Eneus, in Pleuron 2 felt the 
greatest horror of nuptials of all the ^Etolian maids For mv 

souffht'mp I** 311 the AcheloQs ’ ' vh <bthree forms! 

sought me of my father: now coming in full shape a bull 3 : at 

tallc.A^f Sen f lment lS ® ornmon enough; but the way in which it is here 

the speech*of Solon^o Crresus^^If'^^ ™ S ^ So P^ ocles ha <? ^iew 
s °l°n he is guilty of a very gross anachro T^.-See 

Cit l ^Ss’ofGree«! P ° rted 40 W h “ B * 

senting riv^* Horner t fitaueM^Iu '? ancieat J times . of repre- 

and meaning of this fanciful custom! 
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another time, a speckled wreathed snake; and at a third, in the 
body of a man with the head of a bull: and from his thick- shaggy 
beard, the streams of liquid founts kept flowing. I, wretched, 
having received such a suitor, always prayed to die before I 
should ever approach his bod. And in late time indeed, but to 
my joy, came the illustrious son of Jove and Alcmena, who 
engaging with this monster in the strife of battle, delivers me. 
The manner of their fray I am not able to describe: for I 
know it not; but whosoever sat undismayed during the spec¬ 
tacle, he could tell it 1 . For I sat confounded with terror, lest 
my beauty might, on a time, work my bane. But Jove, the 
arbiter of conflicts, disposed the issue well, if in truth it be 
well; for being united his awarded bride to Hercules, I ever 
sustain fear succeeding fear in boding cares for him, since 
night brings, and night in turn removes some toil. And I 
indeed have borne him children, whom, like a husbandman, 
that hath a field far distant, he hath once only looked on in 
the seed-time, and once again in the harvest. Such a life 
sends from home and to home the hero, always paying service 
to some one 3 : and now when he has reached the goal of these 
labours, here in truth I feel most alarmed. For since the time 
that he slew the mighty Iplutus 3 , wc indeed, changing our 
abode, dwell here in Trachis, with a stranger host*; but 
where he has gone, no one knows: but he has departed, leav¬ 
ing bitter pangs to me on his account; and I am almost sure 
that he has met with some mishap. For he remains for no 
small space of time, but already for ten months, in addition to 


some reference to the overflowing of the Nile, when the sun enters the 
Bull, tliongn far-fetched, is perhaps the least absurd. 

1 A spirited description of the combat is given by the Chorus in this 

play, v. 500—530. 

2 Eurystheus king of Mycence was the great task-master of Hercules* 
The Fates had decreed that the one of them who was first l^om should 
have the other for his slave# Juno, the implacable step-mothei of Her¬ 
cules, took advantage of her power as the goddess of child-birth, to give 
Eurysthcus the important start. Virgil alludes to this circum stance > 

jEn. viii. v. 201. 

M ---— ut duros mille labores 

liege sub Eurystheo, fatis Junonis iniquro, 

Pcrtulerit. 

9 The murder of Iphitus is related in this play, v. 270—*275* 

4 Ceyx, the king of Trachis. 
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other five, without sending any tidings; and there must be 
some dreadful misfortune. Of this purport he left me, at his 
departure, a writing, which I often pray to the gods to have 
received unaccompanied by calamity. 

Attendant. My mistress, Dcianira, I have already seen 
you bewailing the departure of Hercules with many wcepiim 
laments; and now if it be right to admonish the free-born 
with the opinions of a slave, it behoves even me this much to 
suggest. How, indeed, do you abound with so many children, 
yet do not send some one in search of your husband, and espe¬ 
cially Hyllus, whom it becomes to show if he bears any re-anl 
for his father's prosperity ? But here he himself, near at hand 
is bounding towards the house with vigorous step * so that if 
I seem to you to give seasonable advice, it is in your power 

to avail yourself of the presence of the youth, and of mv 
'words. 

Dei. O child, O my son, even from the ignobly-born noble 

words proceed: for this woman, indeed, is a slave, but she 
has spoken no slavish speech. 

toi ;™ S - 0f ' vhat im P° rt ?—tell mo, mother, if it may be 

Dei. That it brings reproach on you, your father 
been so long abroad, not to make inquiry where he is. ° 

though JlongTid m bondage^to a Lydii" woman!’ 0 "' 0 ' 1 
th£ ^ i0re hear e ^ytting if he submitted to 

Ttrr 1 " m be * S rel ® ased , fl ? m this at least, as I learn. 

Hvr. Thev^av twTV*^ 8 ° r - deadl is h (; reported to be 5 
• „* L ‘ they ay that he leads, or is stiU on the noint of W1 

S££. “ S “ n!t «“ ‘“O « E.bo» 11“? 

1 Omphale. 

Quseii potest, cur tantopere Deianira indimtah , , 
servire qui antes per tot annos Eurv.Jw Ompliate Herculem 

Mihi videntur dute hujus indignationis cam*, a™ ° peram P r «stiterat. 
dtera vero quod Lyda, iTblr * ^ <I uod fan**, 

Musgrave. barbarse > “ servitutem addictos faerat! 
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Dei. Know you then, my son, how he left to me unerring 
predictions concerning this land ? 

Hyi. Of what kind, mother ? for I am ignoront of the 
tale* 

Dei, That he is either about to bring his life to its close, 
or having accomplished this labour, for the future to spend the 
remainder of his days in a tranquil existence. Will you not 
then, my son, go to aid him, depending on this crisis, since we 
are either preserved, if he preserve his life, or at the same 
time depart and fall, if youx father perish 1 ? 

IIyl. But I go, oh mother ! and if I had known the annun¬ 
ciation of these oracles, even formerly I would have been pre¬ 
sent. But the usual fortune of my father does not permit us 
to feel foreboding fear, nor to be overmuch dismayed 2 . But 
now, since I do know them, I will in no respect fail to learn 
the whole truth concerning these matters, 

Dei. Go now, my son; for even he that is late in doing 
well, yet, when he learns his duty procures gain. 

Chorus. Whom spangled 3 night, as she dies away, brings 
forth, and again lulls to sleep, the sun 4 , the blazing sun, I 
implore to tell me of Alcmcna's son, where, where at all he 
dwells, oh thou that beaniest with refulgent splendours, whe¬ 
ther on some ocean isthmus, or resting on either continent 5 ; 
tell me, oh thou, who in sight surpassest! For I learn that 
Dcianira, for whom rivals strove, ever with longing thoughts, 
like some wretched bird, refuses to lull to rest the regret of 

1 See Hermann and Wunder. B» 

2 The clauses vvv S* a %vvfjQt)Q and vvv 5 , uie ijfx have been 
transposed by Brunck, who reads d\X* 6 ivi)9iiCi the corruption arising 
from the similarity in the line just above. Wunder agrees in transposing 
the passage, but Hermann would throw out the second clause altogether. 

Brunck appears to be nearest the truth. 13. 

3 Cf. /Each. Prom. 24, r) irotKtXdfiaiv ApuL de Deo Socr* p. 44, 

ed. Elm. “pictis noctibus." B. 

4 ’AXAd <fv ydp Si) iratretv fort Kai rcard irovrov 

ai’Ofpoc i* Shjc KaraStpKfcu atcrlveam, 

vr)fitpT&ti>G fiot tvicnre, <j>i\ov TfKO£ tt irtov Sinoira^* 

Homer. Hymn, in Cer. v. 69* 

* It is rather absurd to suppose that Hercules could be on the two 
continents at the same moment. Musgrave, after reprehending the inac¬ 
curacy of the expression, makes a very good-natured excuse for it m these 
words: ** Sed nimis severi sumus y nec tnnta loquendi subtilitas a poeta 
exigQnda»” 
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her tearless 1 eyes ; but cherishing- a terror ever present to her 
mind, on account of the journey of her lord, pines away on her 
widowed couch of care 2 , in expectation of an evil and wretched 
doom. For as one may behold many billows urged by the 
blasts of the unwearied north or south advancing, and speeding 
in succession over the wide ocean,—thus life’s many cares 
nurse the infancy and rear the manhood of the Theban hero, 
like waves on the Cretan main: but some god ever preserves 
him in safety from the mansions of Pluto. On account of 
which reprehending you, I will suggest what is pleasing in¬ 
deed, but opposite to your thoughts. For I say that* you 
ought not to cast away good hopes, since he that reigns su¬ 
preme, the son of Saturn, hath not allotted all things to mor¬ 
tals devoid of calamity; but sorrow and joy return °in course 
to all, like the de^obing paths of the Pear. For neither does 
spangled night remain to mortals, nor the fates, nor wealth ; 
but in a moment they are gone : and to the same mortal suc¬ 
ceed joy and the loss of joy. Wherefore I bid you, my queen, 

111 10 P C evor retain these reflections; since who hath seen 
Jove thus devoid of care for his children ? 

Dei. Having learned, as may be conjectured, mv sufferino-s 
you are present; but bow I pine in spirit, mav you never 
learn by experience. Now you are ignorant of its woe • for 
youth is pastured in sucli vales of its own 3 ; and neither does 
the heat of heaven, nor showers, nor any gale, disturb it: but 
it builds up with pleasures a life of ease, until one be called a 
w 1 e instead of a virgin, and receive her share of anxiety in 
the houre of night, either fearing for licr husband or her chil¬ 
dren. Then might any woman perceive, considering her 
own condition, by what evils I am weighed down Minv 
Bufferings indeed then have I lamentedV but one such as I 

S wi V ““’Mediately disclose. 

° ^ Cn the ro yal Hercules departed on his last journey from 

4i S °4“’ t"' HV T ' ov ™ 6ov r£,v 

tardos'ire^relicta dies ^ leCt0: l^rerer 

Kes eat soHicitT pt a «" ^ 

T0T ^%’ infet ° ne Vir * eda B° VM,0! ' 

IV A Wander, 

well deserving to he adopted. 13 ’ ^ ant easterly conjecture, 
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home, then he leaves in the palace an ancient tablet, inscribed 
with mandates, which before, though going forth to many 
combats, he never had the heart to disclose to me; but he 
went, as about to achieve some feat, and not to fall. But now, 
as though he were no move, he told me that it was fitting I 
should take my marriage portion, and told me what share of 
paternal property he awarded to he divided to his childien 5 
having appointed, that when he should be gone a year and 
three months from the country, it was cither fated he should 
die in this time, or, escaping the close of its period, should 
live for the future in a life free from pain. Such things, ^ he 
said, were decreed for consummation by the gods concerning 
the labours of Hercules, as the ancient beech-tree at Dodona 
had formerly announced by the lips of the twin doves 1 . And 
the certainty of these predictions coincides with the present 
time, so that it is necessary they should be accomplished. 
Thus, my friends, while sweetly slumbering, I start from 
repose, agitated with terror, lest it be fated that X should 

remain bereft of tbc best of all men. 

Ci-i. Speak now words of good omen, since I see some 
messenger advancing, crowned with garlands on account of 


his tidings 2 . 


M kssengkii. T)einnira;my queen, I, first of messengers, will 
release you from your apprehensions ; for, know that the son 
of Alemena is living, and is victorious, and, the battle O'sei, 
is bringing its first-fruits to the gods of his country. 

Dki. What words arc these, old man, that you have spoken 


to me ? 

Mkns. That quickly to thy palace shall come thy much- 
desired lord, returning with his triumphant powers. 

Dki. And from what citizen or stranger did you learn the 

o11 toll ? 

Mkss. The herald Liclias, his attendant, is proclaiming 
these thin its to numbers in the ox-grazing field. Heaving 
them from him, I rushed away, in order that, having first 


1 Those who wish for nn account of the oracular doves of Dodona may 
consult Herodotus, lib. ii. 55, where they will find an explanation scarcely 
less absurd than the original fable. Eustathius^ and the Soho ias ^ 
offer tlitfir conjectures on the point, without considering it at all requisi 

to bo within the verge of probability, 
s Cf. (Ed. Tyr. 82 sq. B. 
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related them to you, I might gain something at your hands 
and acquire favour 1 . * 7 

.Dei. But now, it well he speed, is he himself absent? 
Mess. Because, O lady, he encounters some difficulty * for 
all the Median people, standing round him in a circle, is ques¬ 
tioning him ; nor is it in his power to advance farther. Each 
wishing to learn fully the welcome news, will not let him go 
till he have heard to his satisfaction. Thus he, umvillinlr 

is present with the willing; but you will soon see him an- 
pear. ^ 

nf *v,' C i J ° V t ! T h ,° presk ! est over tho uncultured 2 mead 
ot Jb. ta, thou hast bestowed on us, though late, the iov 

^without' the T’ P maidS> b0tl ‘ yo ,VIthm the h °u 8 e, and 

j ithout tnc court, since we now enjoy the eye of happy 
rumour beaming unexpectedly upon me. PPy 

• C f/ B y st for ‘ h through the palaces, with the shouts of 
J y mound your hearths, whoever of you is a bride" room 3 
and let the mingled shouts of the youths ascend to Apollo’ 
oui champion, the Lord of the graceful quiver • and at the’ 
same time celebrate ye virgins Pman, l>tean ; and loudly 
celebiate his sister Diana Ortygia, the huntress of the sta/ 
the goddess with her double torch 4 , and her attendant 
Whs. _ 1 am transported; nor will I disclaim the flute 
oh sovereign of my soul! Lo! the thyrsus rousesmenn 

th; vSZti™ JoTTo>V“L K ' ep Beiioid th'n h T * 

mistress, you may now see ft/ 

4^oXr SCr " at aU eVeatS abund “% -did in confessing his 

the it2 set apart and consecrated to 

which bears in a similar way a referent\ be . translat , ed “ undevastated,” 

0 ^)rr- by . the r myin thdr hostile'inclusions’ 

gPP* /d, aKTjparov Xufiwvoz B Sl lR ‘~U. Burip. 

folloteTSctr^f^f > ^ «r punctuation but have 
according to taste B c «™“ence of the scholar, who can alter 

each hin! W SpS1±v he " m »s as bearing a torch in 
ence to these insi^ia; but it i ge “ erall ( supposed to have a refer- 

spleodour and brightness of the ffod 7 dess°iJ e h tak r &S descri P tive of the 

Ba Kx iav atuWav noto usu'IccuSri^^ £ f > character of 
ennulundum Bacchas. Herm. U additum est, converter me ad 
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Dei. I see, dear women; nor has the watchfulness of my 
eyes deceived me so as not to see this band : and I bid the 
herald hail, though late appearing, if the tidings he brings 
be of joy. 

Lie has. But well indeed have we come, and well, oh 
lady, are we hailed according to the merit of our actions 1 , 
for it needs must that a man who prospers should gain good 
words. 

Dei. O dearest of men, tell me first, what I most desire, 
if I shall embrace Hercules alive. 

Li. I left him both in strength and life, blooming in health, 
and not oppressed with disease, 

Dei. Where?—in his native or a foreign soil ?—speak. 

Li. There is a certain promontory of Euboea, where he is 
marking out altars, and sacrificing the fruits of his victories 
to Cenaean 2 Jove. 

Dei. In performance of avow? or on the injunction of 
some oracle ? 

Li. A vow, —when he took the country of these women 
you sec before you, the devastated prey of his spear. 

Dei. But who, by the gods, are these ? and whose are 
they ? for they are the objects of pity, if their misfortunes do 
not deceive me 3 . 

Lt. These, when he destroyed the city of Eurytus, he se¬ 
lected a chosen possession for himself and the gods. 

Dei. Was it against this city that he was gone this vast 

and countless number of days ? 

Li. No ; but for the principal part of the time lie was 
detained in Lydia, as ho himself says, not free, but sold. 
But there ought not, oh lady, to be any displeasure at a cir¬ 
cumstance of which Jove may appear to have been the cause. 
For he, as he owns himself, being sold to Omphale, a bar¬ 
barian, completed a year in her service: and he was thus 
stung by having this disgrace attached to him, that, laying 

l nar tpyov kti)(T(P ambigua sunt. Nam aut significant icaM 

rb ipyov, \) KtKrtjtTaL, pro nuncio accepto t aut Kard ri tpyov t ^KtKTnp^Oa 

quee est oxpugnatio iEchftlire* llerm. , 

* The name is derived from Cimicum, a promontory of Euboea, wluca 

was consecrated to this god. . 

9 Digm* enim sunt miserutiono, si de calomitatibus earum reote judieo. 

Schaefer. 
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an oath on himself, he swore that he would yet enslave. alow- 
with lus wife and children, the man who brought this sub 
ermg home to him Nor did he belie his word; hut when 
he was purified 1 , taking a foreign host, he goes to the city of 
Surytus. for he accused him alone of mortals of bcin«-‘the 
author of this enl : who, when he came a guest to his Imusc 
being of old his friend, had much reviled him with words' 
and much with the malignity of his mind, saving, that thom'h 
he boie in his hands the inevitable arrows,' lie was inferior 
to his children in the trial of archeiw : and he savs tint bo 
a slave, ought to be treated with blows by a freeman and 
when he was heated with wine at the banquet he Tovc h m 

^TJSS ““Jf E*S 

him down from the summit of the towerin- stem/ 1 ’ 1 j' rk>d 

the Olympian king, father of all. being c,m, ( 011 a [COI ,l?'°e 

this deed, sent him thence in «1,™J V , account of 

should day [phi..,, &2 *?£'%**• «-* j» 

openly assailed Mm, J 0 , e would hale fbitiven l . t ' ad ?° 
vanquishing his opponent; for the gods do not 1 f ° r - 1UStl . v 
But they who wantonly boasted wwb • 4 lovo injustice. 

the inhabitsU of the shade, T' 1 ? mS - t0n ? ue ’ aie «U 
But these virgins, whom you 'behold In 1 ' CIt ^ captive, 
unenviable life! from an hil havin S met " lth an 

at least your husband enjoined and'] T® ‘°e?°" : for ,hus 
execute his command And wVn ] faithful t0 Wm, 

holy sacrifices to his fathei Jo J b !, ShaU W the 

expect him to come himself: foi th^VJir^^ th ° 1 cit - v ' 

from what is E, ,0 l»Ui 

this speech. m M Jlat X 011 have learnt by 

“ l0W ^ 1 “*■ »!>« I 1*» of dmro p„ s , 

pleliag'lM bid b“ 8 dm" ,,iali0n for 4e “"Met „f l p |, itU s, by 

3 £ ne of the four sons of Eurytus. 

This was a very blackguard nieop of k * 

t argues bad taste in the poet to introHi USiness on tlle part of Hercules 
to destroy our favourable iL, • tntioduce a story which tenHc c ° U e ?* 

/ . iavou iat>ie impressions of his hero. . nds so mucli 

P 2 


com- 
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perous fortunes of my husband, rejoice with all the just joy 
of my soul ? There is strong necessity that my joy should keep 
pace with his success. Yet still fear dwells in those who 
consider things aright 1 , lest he, who is in prosperity, should 
tit some moment stumble in bis course, For a powerful sen¬ 
timent of compassion, my friends, has entered my bosom as 
I look on these ill-starred virgins, wandering in the land of 
strangers, afar from their homes, and bereft of their fathers, 
who in former days, perchance, were the offspring of high¬ 
born chiefs, but who now lead the life of slaves. O Jove, 
averter of my ills, may I never at any time see thee thus ad¬ 
vancing against my children, nor, if thou wilt do aught, while 
X at least am yet alive! Thus am I moved by fear, beholding 
these captives. O unhappy in thy lot, who of youthful vir¬ 
gins ait thou ? r unmarried or a mother ? Yet, by your 
appearance, j r ou are unacquainted with all this, but art one 
of noble birth. Lichas, of whom of mortals is this stranger 
the daughter ? Who was the mother that bore her ; YVho 
was the father that begot her ? Declare it. For I on be¬ 
holding her, have pited her the most of these, inasmuch as 
she alone knows to feel for her situation 2 . 

Li. What do I know? Why should you ask me? Per¬ 
haps the offspring of parents who there are not amongst the 
meanest. 

Dei* Is she of the royal family ? Some offspring of 
Eurytus. ° 

Di. I know not i for I did not make any gTeat inquiries. 

DEr. Nor have you learnt her name from some one of the 
companions of her way ? 

I-'i* By no means. I performed my task in silence. 

Dei. But do you, unhappy maid, speak to me yourself: 

since it is a sort of misfortune not to know you, at least who 
you are. 

Li. She will not now utter a word more than formerly 

1 ToTclv atcoTrovfikvotc recte vertit Brunckius: “Tamen inest his 
aliquis metus, si rem rite expendas.” Quippe intelligitur prospera Her- 

culis fortuna, neque, ut Hoepfnerus efc Billerbekius sibi persuaserant, ad 
puellas adstantes pertiuet. Erfurdt. 

2 Quod prudentice specimen ediderit Iole, ex contcxtu non patet; 
liberaque adeo conjectura lectori relinquitur, utrura lachrymis prsesentis 
malt sen sum testata sit, an vultu sereno et placido animi magnitudinem 
ostenderit, Musgrave* 



323 — 348 . 


TRACHINL 22 . 


213 


she who has not yet spoken much or little 1 , but, ever de¬ 
ploring the weight of her calamity, the wretched maid keeps 
shedding tears from the time that she left her wind-swept 3 
country. This circumstance is unfortunate indeed, for her¬ 
self at least, but it deserves pardon. 

Dei. Let her therefore he indulged, and let her go within, 
thus as is most agreeable to her, nor, in addition to her pre¬ 
sent evils, let her receive from me at least a double pain : for 
that which she already feels is enough. And now let us all 
go home, that you at least may hasten where you please, 
and I may put things within in proper order. 

Mns. Here, at any rate, first wait for a little while, in 
order that you may learn apart from these, whom at least 
you conduct within; and of what you have heard nothin* 
may be fully made acquainted, too, with all that is proper to 
know : for I have the full intelligence of these things. 

Dee Wliat is it? Why do you stay my steps 3 ?° 

Standing still, listen : for neither did you formerly 4 
near my words in vain, nor do I think you shall now J 

Dei. Whether, in truth, shall I call those persons back 

again, or do you wish to speak to these virgins and to 
me r ° 


,, M V - T ° y° u and these there is no restrictions, hut suffe 
the others to remain away. 

8 igSed Alld “ feCt they "® g0ue > and lct y°w news b 

Mes. This man utters nothing of what he has iust snokei 
wcordmg to the strictness of truth: but eitheAow'he i 
false, oi formerly was present no true messenger. 


riden, lS dtit?^’ oa 3 n T” eSS i e - IoIen '. ^ ill, tacet. I, 

0t ? xpivv- nihil ergo differet aT*e°ip*a tquenTo ‘r“'° V ^ ^ 

Scholia deSertam ’ U hen^ interpretatui 
native city of Iole is mentirmprl ' 1Is .^ e must venture to dissent. Th< 
which wifi sufficiently account^ fruits L F 1 ^ the lofty " ASchalia 

weather, without haying recourse tn fk ^ ein % ex P°sed to a little rougt 
or Musgrave his approving ally C luter P ret atio *' of the scholiast, 

4 5?? see Hermann and Wunder. B. 
xais messenger is thp jv; * 

announce the arrival of Lichas- ° C10us P erson w ho came before ta 


I 
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Det. Wliat say you ? Clearly deliver me all that you 
have in your mind; for, as to what you have spoken, igno¬ 
rance possesses me. 

Mes. I heard this man saying, while many witnesses were 
present, that, for the sake of this virgin, Hercules both de¬ 
stroyed Eurytus and lofty-towered ^Echalia ; and that Love 
alone of the gods had moved him to raise his spear in this 

war; not his adventures in Lydia, nor his service of toil with 

■*. __ 

OmphnJe, nor the headlong death of Iphitus ; [but love] 
which 1 lie now setting aside, contradicts his former statement. 
But when he did not persuade the father to give up liis 
daughter that he might enjoy her secret embraces, having 
devised some slight ground of complaint and quarrel, he leads 
an expedition against the country of this damsel, in which he 
said that Eurytus was lord of the throne; and he slays the 
king her father, and has sacked the city. And now he comes, 
O lady, as you see, sending her to this palace, not without 
design,nor as a slave; expect not this: nor is it likely, since 
he hath been inflamed with desire* It seemed therefore good 
to me, O queen, to disclose to you everything which I have 
chanced to learn from the herald: and many in the middle 
of the Traohinian forum heard this at the same time equally 
with myself, so as to bring it home to him. But if I do not 
say what is agreeable, I am sorry; yet still I have spoken 

the truth. 

Dei, Ah unhappy' me ! in what circumstances am I placed? 
What secret banc have I received under my roof? O 
wretched woman that I am! Is she then ot an obscure 
name, as lie that conducted her swore ? 

Mes. Surely is she most glorious both in appearance and 
birth 3 , being by birth the daughter of Eurytus, she was for¬ 
merly called Iole, whose parents he could not tell, having, 
forsooth, made no inquiry. 

Cir. Lot not all the wicked perish, but him whoever practises 
base fraud unworthy of his character 5 . 

1 fo*, ncil. t<\v fyaira. Still, I cannot help flunking that this verse 
should be pluced immediately utter v. 355. Perhaps something is want¬ 
ing. B* , 

a This verso is assigned by all modern editors to the Messenger anil 

not. connected with DeianitVs words. B. 

* The Chorus evidently utter this malediction to show their indignation 
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Dei. What, ye women, ought to be done ? for I am driven 
out of my mind by this present intelligence. 

Ch. Go and interrogate the man, since he will quickly 
tell the truth, if you appear inclined to question Mm by 
force. 

Dei. Well, I go: for you do not advise without mdg> 


naent. 


Ch. But shall we reman r or what is it proper to do ? 

Dei. Remain; since this man, not summoned by my mes¬ 
sengers, but of his own accord, is passing out of the house. 
Li. What is it fitting, O lady, that I, returning, should 

say to Hercules ? Inform me, since, as you see, I am 
going. 

Dei. Do you, thus coming after so long a time, so quickly 
depart before we renew our conversation ? 

Li. If you wish to make any inquiry, I am present. 

Dei. Do you deal in the honesty of truth > ? 

Li. Great Jove be my witness, at least in whatever I 

know. 

ducting ? Wh °’ ** trUtL ’ iS tHe woman wil0m you come con- 

i cm zr n of Euboea: but from vhom sLe is 

Ho you, look this way: to whom do you think you 



question?^ ^ ^ PUrp ° Se d ° 5™ ask me this 

T^T^n ' B - t0 . ans T ver ’ if T° u are wise, what I ask you. 

.f *£Z£ 2 ?Z£ “r*- *•“ 

Mes Th i'c L. a 1 ° IT. . me not -J “““ my mistress. 
Jf * &r 1S 80 Wltil just right. 

degree. 3 816 do “& ^ ** a very great 

3jtJ ’ ’ and I was a fool to listen so long to you. 

X'atthe thC ° PP ° rt “% of 
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Mrs. Not at least before being shortly examined you shall 
make answer. 

„ Speak, if you wish, anything * for you are not much 

inclined to silence. 

Mes. Do you know the captive whom you have brought 
to this palace ? ° 

Lx. I say I do, but why do you inquire ? 

jVXes. Did you not say that you were conducting Xole, the 

- daughter of Emytus, her whom you now look upon as un¬ 
known ? 

Li. Amongst what sort of men? who, and whence coming, 

will bear witness to you that present he heard these words 
from me ? 

Mes. Amongst many of the citizens. A great crowd in 
the middle of the Trachinian forum heard, full sure, these 
words from my mouth. ’ 

Li. Very true: I said that I heard this at least. But it 

is not the same thing to state one s notion, and to maintain 
an assertion positively. 

Mes. What notion ? Did not you, speaking under an oath, 

declare that you brought this damsel as a wife for Her¬ 
cules ? 

Li. X talk of a wife ! Tell me, my dear mistress, by the 
gods, who in the world is this stranger ? 

Mes. One who present heard you assert, that all the city 
was subdued though love of this woman, and that the Lydian 

dame was not the cause of its destruction, bnt the love of 
I ole bursting forth 1 . 

Li. Let this xnan, O qneen, begone: for to babble with a 
madman is not the part of the wise. 

Dei. Do not, by Jove, who rolls his thunders along JEta's 
lofty forest, falsify thy tale; for thou wilt not tell it to a woman 
of a base spirit, nor one who does not know the disposition of 
men, that it is not by nature formed to take pleasure always 
in the same things. TV hoever indeed resists love, like a 
pugilist, hand to hand, is unwise. For Love rules even the 
gods as he pleases, and myself indeed; and why not another, 
such at any rate as me ? So that if X blame my husband, 

‘Musgrave proposes, in place of $avet£, to read cr^aXet'e, fnxstratus, 

winch would be a decided improvement! were there any good authority for 
its adoption. * 
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possessed by this disease, or this maiden, the cause of no dis¬ 
honour nor evil to me, I am mad in the extreme. It is not so. 
But, if learning it from him, you feign this tale, you learn no 
good instruction; and if you thus teach yourself, when you 
wish to be good, you shall be proved to be bad. But speak 
the whole truth; since for a freeman to be called a liar is a 
disgraceful stain attaching to his character. Nor is it possible 
that you should escape detection; for there are many to whom 
3 7 ou have spoken who will repeat your words to me. And if 
you fear indeed, yoii fear foolishly; since not to know it mi«rht 
give me pain; hut as to know it, where is the harm? Has not 
Hercules, one husband, already married several other wives 11 
and no one of them has yet heard from me. at least, evil word 
°r-P-ach; nor shall she, even though ho be deeply imbued 
with her love since I pitied her most of all when I looked on 
hei because her beauty has been the ruin of her life and she 

and slavery her native land. But let these things speed on 

others P°P ltlous a nd I desire you to be deceitful to 

otlieis, but never to be guilty of falsehood to me 2 . 

v be y ™ ns Iad y* recommending what is ^ood* nnd 

my gratitude 1 ’^ ^ Wame ^ com P liance > and shall acquire 

have thoughts bfcomSg^a & mortal 1 and^a^ a m . orta1 ’ 

judgment, I will tell you the whole wh* 1 VOld of 

For the fact is so as he asserts A veho™? cou . ceal ™ght. 
damsel once on a time thrilled'thitu-h t , his 

by the spear^ 61 And'th^^ 0 cij-eumstm 1C ^ e laid low 

tell that which is in his favour he neither hs°l ^ 1S i P1 '°P° r to 

pain your breast by these 3 tidings If* 1 should 

all the story, both for his sake and yoit 

l _ *4 V 


irpns^, whom, to crown his'labo^rt^hetook ’to wif 0 * ^ “ ention the 
2 This cunous sentiment mav be » “ ne "Ufrt. * 


virgins 

CUri ° US scn tim(Tnt ™be eomTafed 0 ^ If ° nB ‘ 

?fi?ra ShSt^ 80 "; “° “ 

any one e, Se! » From a by ^ a he to 
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woman with patience, an cl resolve to confirm tlie words which 
you have spoken concerning her. For he who bore the palm 
in everything else by his valour, is altogether worsted by his 
love for this maid. 

Det. But thus both do I incline so as to do these things, 
and I will not bring on myself a voluntary malady, maintain- 
ing an unequal contest with the gods. But let us go within 
the palace, that you may both hear the answers which I charge 
you to bear, and take the gifts which it behoves us to prepare, 
in suitable return to his gifts: for it were not right that you, 
who came with such a great train, should return empty- 
handed. 

Chorus. Venus ever bears off a certain mighty power of 
victory; and the loves of the gods indeed I pass over; nor do 
I sing how she beguiled the son of Saturn; nor Pluto, the king 
of night; nor Neptune, the shaker of the earth. But to gain 
Deianira as a bride, certain well-practised 1 suitors entered the 
lists respecting her hand 2 , and went through the strife of a 
battle, rife with blows and wrestling 3 . The one indeed was a 
mighty river, in the quadruped form of a bull with towering 
horns, Aehelous from the CEniadcc: and the other came from 
Bacchic Thebes, lightly wielding his bending 4 * how, and shafts, 
and club, the son of Jove; who then, burning for her embrace, 
rushed 6 to the struggle. And the beauteous Venus 6 , alone 
pz’escnt in the midst, sits umpire o'er the fray. Then was 
there the din of blows, and of the bow, and of the horns, of 


1 tzpcpiyitoi =: St- rrf, 7Tf|)uld(0i. Liddell, s. v* after Ellendt» B. ^ 

2 4 * n po y afjuov. Frigidissiinum foret ante nuptias, nee 7Tpo pro Trept 
acoipi sinit aut versus superior, nut Graecorum usus. M Musgrnve. “ ITp& 
y/tfiojif est pro potiundis nnptiis. Tr Erfurdt. Til.-—X have followed 

Erfurdt. B. , t 

3 Wunder has well seen that nayKbvtra refers to the “ lueta. B. 

4 I have rendered 7 rctXivrova bending/’ as denoting it in its bent or 
unbent state indifferently. See a most satisfactory explanation of the 
double meaning of the word in Liddelt and Scott’s lexicon. B. 

0 doXXtic, usually of several persons, here Karaxprj&TiKojc IttI $votv f 


Schol. B. . - 

6 44 Non intelligendum de Dea Paphia, qua; neque diet solet, 

nequo coram certamini interfuisse a mytliologis traditur. Est igitur 
Kvwptc nihil aliud quam efivij, connnbium sive conjnx. Totum locum sic 
interpretort sola antem pnella formosa in medio assidens certannn* 
pvaerai .* i. 0 , nullius j3pa fitvrov jussu, sed puellte duntoxnt amore inci- 
tatij In arenam dose end eb ant.* ’ Musgrnve. 
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the bull mingled; then were there the locked intertwining* 
laddei -wise , and deadly blows of* the forehead, and groans' 
from both. And the soft and beauteous nymph sat on a con¬ 
spicuous mound awaiting him who should be her spouse; 
[with all a mother's feelings I tell the tale 3 , | and her eye that 
filed the contest, sorrowfully expected its issue; and away 

from her mother she straightway departed, like some vounn- 
deserted heifer. ^ 0 

• F V ^ hilst, my friends, the stranger indoors is conversing 
with the captive virgins, as about to depart, I have, in the 
mean time, privily come without the gates to you, partly to 
exp am to you what I have devised with my hands, and partly 
to bewail, along with you, the sufferings I endure. For I am 
of opinion that I have received this captive, no longer a 
maiden, but a wife, as a mariner his freight, so I this 
merchandise to the ruin of my peace: and now we two, beneath 
one coverlet await his embrace. Such a reward has Hercules 
that was called my faithful and good husband, sent me for my 
housekeeping for so long a time. But I indeed do not know 
how to be angry with him, so oft afflicted with this disease • 
and j et again to dwell m the house along with her, sharing 
the same marriage, what woman could endure 4 ? For I see her 
youth indeed advancing to ripeness, and mine decaying - from 
the former of which the eye is wont to cull flowers but from 
e lattei to turn away the steps. This therefore I dread lest 
Hercules should be called indeed my spouse 3 but be the 

per “ I °iii e Z*r ger ^ But en0,, * h ; for ’ !t is not pro! 

.O^or; but m what way I gain . release Lm my^bTS 

turned^™^dverslry^rom ^‘S ^nd TV f wre . stlin ?> in which one 
Ovid. Met. Lx. 51, sqq B. ’ “ d m ° Unted 0n his b ^k, referring to 

pngiles vero.rtt, quum fe^iuntldwTsar'inm' 1 ^’ 23, illustrat: 

eunt, non quod doleant auimove succumb™/ J a ^ tand ' s c «stibus ingemis- 
omne corpus intenditur venitoue /i/V 4 ’ , d qu ? d P r ofuudenda voce 
athletae.”^ Billerbeck. q pkga vehe “entior. Idem faciunt 

condernns^bis^nd^tbe^'fcdlowing'three'unes*!^ B t0 me -" 

r„m Uam t C v entUS femi . nas stimulat dolor,’ 

5 ,e Troffig P conju/ m / s rconmibio U junctu s mU ^‘ ® e “ eC ' Herc> Mt 2 33., 
Herm. B. junctus^ avr^o is quo uxor fruitur/ > 
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that I will explain to you. I had a gift once on a time of old 
bestowed by an ancient Centaur, eoncealed in a brazen urn; 
which, while yet a girl, I took from the death-wound of the 
shaggy “bosomed Nessus, who, for hire, bore mortals in his 
arms over the deep flow of the river Evenus, neither plying 
with the speeding oar, nor with the sails of.a bark. He^ bear¬ 
ing me also on his shoulders, when first at my father's bidding 
I followed Hercules as a bride, as he reached the middle ot 
the stream, touched me with lewd hands; but I screamed out; 
and the son of Jove immediately turning, sent from his hands 
a winged arrow; and through his chest, even into the lungs, 
it whizzed. And these were the words that the dying Centaur 
spoke: “Daughter of aged CEneus, such profit shall you 

derive, if you obey me, from this passage, because you are the 
last I bear across the river: for if you take with your hands 
the curdled gore from my wound, where the monstrous Hydra 
of Lerna has steeped the arrow with its black venom, this will 
prove to you a soothing charm over the mind of Hercules, so 
that he shall not, looking on any woman, feel more affection 
for her than for you.'” Revolving, my friends, this counsel in 
my mind, (for in the house, after his death, it remained care¬ 
fully shut up,) I have steeped this garment, applying whatever 
lie, while alive, commanded; and the task is completed. But 
may I neither know nor learn the deeds of evil daring: and 
those women who attempt them, I hate : yet if wc can any¬ 
how get the better of this damsel by philtres and soothing 
charms essayed on Hercules, this plan has been well contiR eel, 
unless I appear to you to make a vain attempt; hut if 1 do, it 

shall be desisted from. 

On. But if there be any faith in the trial, you seem to us 

not to have determined amiss. 

Dei. Thus at least my faith rests, so that it is accompanied, 
indeed, by my opinion of success; but I have never yet made 

acquaintance with the experiment. , 

Ch. But it is necessary to obtain the knowledge by doing 
the action ; since, though" you seem to have, you cannot have 

the knowledge, without making the trial. , 

Dei. But we shall soon know: for I sec the herald already 
without the gates ; and he will quickly go. Only let our sccie 
be faithfully preserved by you ; for if you do even wliat is base 
in the dark, you shall never fall into shame. 



^98—4j47. 


TRACIIIXUE. 


221 


Lr, What is to be done? tell me, O daughter of GEneus, 

since we are aheady tardy by Ioiilt delay. 

* * * “ 

11k i. But I have been preparing for this very thing, while 
you have been talking to these strangers within, that you bear 
for me this well-woven robe, a gift to that hero from my hand. 
And, presenting it, direct him that no one of mortals before 
him put it on his person, nor that ray of the sun behold it, 
nor sacred shrine, nor llame from the hearth, before that, 
standing conspicuous, he display it bright to the gods, on 
some day marked by the sacrifice of bulls. For thus I vowed, 
if I ever should see him safe at home, or hear of his return, 
that with full ritual observance I would deck him in this vest,* 
and exhibit him to the gods, a new sacrifice!* in a new 
gutim nt. And oi this \on shall bear to him a token, which 
he will easily recognise, when he casts his eye on this seal. 
But go: and fiivt observe this rule, not to desire, bcin^ a 
incs>ongcr. to do more than you are required; and in the iioxt 
place, act so that his favour towards you, uniting with mine, 
instead of single, may become double * 

Li. But, if 1 faithfully exercise this art of Ilermes, I will 
not be guilty of any failure in your trust, so as not bearing 
this vessel to show it him in its present state, and to add 
faithfully the words which you have spoken. 

Dei You may now if you choose, depart: for you also 
know of the affairs in the house, in what state they are. 

Li. I both know, and I will report, that they are well. 

l)u. And you know too, having seen my reception of the 
stranger, that I welcomed her in a friendly manner. 

Di. So that my heart was amazed with joy. 

v,m fir-t'I n'* indce<1 , Kh(m,<1 - vou for I fear lest 

u ° n "‘, ng dosue ibr him > before you know if 

the athetjon be mutual. J u 

the station nfVl ° 'V‘° d " C P b ' the " arni baths bordering on 
the station of the ships and the rocks; and ye by the cliffs of 

cSn'i? 1 : H dd V f e the u MdiaQ ^ and the shoreof the 
Greeks convenc^the'flVte"with M8emblic8 of tbe 

returns to you ’ breathing forth no ^pk^Lg 0 melody ^ut 
* urh “““T ehaUenge the lyre of the divine muse For 52 

liw °him°home d ^J cmena ’ bearin g the spoils of every virtue 
hies him home j whom, absent from his country and afaiovsr 
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the sea, we waited for all ignorant of liis fate, through the full 
space of twelve long months. And Ms beloved spouse in 
misery, in saddest misery at heart, ever drenched with tears, 
kept pining away:—but now hath Mars, being maddened by 
desire, brought to a close our day of sorrow. Let Mm come ! 
let Mm come! let not the bark that bears Mm on with many 
an oar stop in its course, before that he effect Ms way to tMs 
city, having left the altar of the island where he is said to be 
sacrificing; whence let him hasten through the whole day, 
being wrapt in the robe deeply anointed with persuasion, 
according as the Centaur directed. 

Dei. How I fear, O virgins, lest all that I have just done, 
be done by me beyond what is right. 

Ch. O Deianira, daughter of CEneus, what has happened ? 

Dei. I know not; but I fear lest I shall quickly appear to 
have wrought a great evil from the persuasion of good hope. 

Ch. Surely it cannot be any thing about your gifts to 
Hercules? 

Dei. Yes, most particularly; so that I would never advise 
any one to act with promptness in an uncertain event. 

Ch. Tell us, if it may be told, from what circumstance your 
fears arise. 

Dei. A circumstance has occurred, of such a nature that I 
shall describe an unexpected marvel, ye damsels, for you to 
hear 1 . For that, with which I was just anointing the sump¬ 
tuous garment 2 , the white wool from the snowy fleece of the 
sheep, that has disappeared, consumed by none of those within, 
but corroded by itself, it wastes away and smoulders down the 
surface of the slab 3 . But that you may know the whole way 
in which this was done, I shall extend mv narration to greater 
length. For of those charges with which the wild Centaur, 
while suffering in his side by the bitter barb, had tutored me, 

I let slip not one, but preserved them like an indelible writing 
on a brazen tablet. And thus it was commanded me, and I 
obeyed it, that I should preserve this drug unexposed to the 


1 On tlie construction see Wuntier’s clever note* B. 

2 t( 'Evdvrrjpa ttettXoj/, i. e, x tTt ^ va * tunic am , vest on interiorem. 

enim hndvovrOf superiores (xAalrat se. ct hujusmodi 

7^emE/3«AAo^'r0/ , Musgrave. Tn.—But see Hermann. B. 

Or, f< smooth stone," where she had laid out the wool to dry. 
Hermann says f< gravel,” but what becomes of a*rpa£? B. 


Hse 
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fire, and untouched by the warm sunbeam in those close 
recesses, until I should somehow apply it in fresh unction. 
And this I did: and now, when the operation was to be tried 
I secretly indoors within the house, spread it on the «armcnt 
with a lock of wool, having drawn it from the fleece of one of 
my own sheep; and folding up the gift, I placed it secure from 
the sun m a hollow chest, as you saw. But, going within, I 
see a sight that cannot be described, and impossible for mortal 

sLen nCe >h iT \ chanced t0 thro ' v the ™ol torn from the 

mid-d<aj, the rays of the sun; and as it became warm, it all 
mobs into nothing, and wastes to dust on the ground chiefly 
resembling, m appearance, the dust from the saw, should you 

fallen, and from the ground where it was spread out there 
boil up clots of foam, like as when the rich nice of ml low 
autumn is poured on the earth from the vine of Bacchus Z 
that I, wretched, do not know to what thoughts to turn • and 

and m return for what , shou]d the (lyi ^ 

kindness to me, for whom he perished ?° It cannot be o but 
wishing to destroy him who shot him, ho beguiled ‘me of 

S atfl VoZl kn ™ kd ^vhen 

-etched woman, a sS;e ^2 %£££ 

Mss: ^ ev ? to the 

how shall not the KItpI- vnm *V *1 & thing it touches: and 

7— X 0i tZ »“" 

too sure, it will. And yet I am determ 2d if “J 01 »nioii, 

the same moment 2 1 too shall die aloim with’ him- f ’ 22 at 
m evil report is not to be endured hv n , - 11 • loi to hve 

,f e » r™ ^JJofCZT rho prctm *° 

<lieadful (ltfcdl-'bui'it ZZtl'iZ/', allouId >» hon-or at 

before the event. 0 J ll % e of oui' expectations 

de,i «“ tlore is ■» lope 'Vliich .nay 

2 Wund1r2cM2c2re22| n fo° V - d ’ S ~ FaSti ’ E °° k V ' 3;9 ‘ 

J mre aLfl V for o m seems probable> B 
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Ch. liut for those who fall into involuntary error, there is 
a softening of anger, which it is fitting you should meet. 

De V Such comfort may he suggest, who docs not share in 
the evil, but to whom there is at home no grief 1 . 

Cir. It were as well for you to suppress in silence the rest 

of \ oui woids, except you arc going to disclose something to 

J out son , foi he is present who formerly went a wav in search 
of his father. J 

IIYI , 2 O mother! how of three things I wotdd choose one, 
cither that you were dead, or that if you lived you were called 
the mother of some other son, or from some whence you mi°ht 
acquire better feelings than those you now possess. & 

Dki. AV hat deed of mine, my son, excites this abhorrence? 

II y i- Know that you have this day slain your husband, I 
moan my father. 

Dior. Woe is me! what tale, my son, do 3-0 u bear? 

IIyTj. i he bile of that which it is impossible can be 

undone; for who is able to uncreato that which has once 
appeared ? 

Dior. How say you, my son? From what mortal having 
gained this information, do you assert that I have done such 
a hateful deed? 

IIvn. I myself witnessed, with my eyes, the grievous suffer¬ 
ings of my father, and I did not hear it by report. 

Dkt. And where did you meet with him, and \y] 
by his side ? 

IIyi,. If it is requisite you should know, it behoves me to 
tell you all. When he departed 3 , after having destroyed the 
renowned city of Kurytus, bearing with him the trophies and 
first fruits of victory ; there is a certain sou-washed shore of 
Kubccu, [culled1 the Cenican promontory, where he con¬ 
secrates to his lather Jove altars and the foliage of a sacred 
grove : there I, with longing joy, first beheld him. And when 
he was about to offer up the sacrifice of many victims, there 

1 ** fncilo oilmen, cum volemus, recta consilin ccgrotis denuus: 

Til, wi hie kin, alitor senttns.” Tkuknt. An dr. II. i, 9, 

3 UylliiH Iwih been awuy at Cemmim, and back again, during an hour’a 
conversation between bis mother and the Chorus. This is a violation of 
the unity of time with a vengeance. 

8 Recto hie u(V pro Ur*, non pro l)0i f aecinitur: guum profectua eat 
expugnaia QSohalia, Cenmum cat, ubi mera fecit t pro his: guum pro* 
fodu eat, sacra fecit in Cenato, Hermann. 


where present 
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giftftho deadly sunncnTwhi'c'r i*™ 1 * LlVlias ’ bearing your 
slays twelve bulls, of perfect shane' “ • vou greeted, 

cattle. 

but when the bloody flame blazed f < ! a , du ' clfuI mind: 
mgs and oily wood * swnnt h, - f [ th fiom the sacred offer- 

clung to his body, closely d if °jJ v ll,S ski “' an(1 th <-' tunic 
to every limb; and convulsi™ . '»\ «mc artificer's hand, 

ceeded. Then, as the envenomed "(m'oft] 0 ** tb ° t,0I , les suc - 
fed upon him, he called on the -V * , accursed Hydra 
had no share in your <niitt by -, v \ /, llnatc> Muchas, him who 

the garment: and ho,*illUtSrcdT, “V?- h ° ha(1 brought 

was the gift of you alone usill',,' ““-W" 0 ™***. said it 
heard these words, and a nierehm * C '“ f ' 0nt , And lu '. as he 

seizing him by the foot ti ” Kpasm assailed his Imm-s 
*»*. mJk nil Zu, bM r h - *«*<, him7m 

gush out from , hc ,Z!llo J ,r. : hruilts 

scattered around, and the hair ’ti • \ CtK ’ 1 10 ^biod heiinr 

shouted .loud Wth i«. " 1!',“' , A ."<1 «» -ho C 

thls P^t, and the herald beini s ^ ? bcin - afflicted with 
approach Hercules. For he was but - no ono dai 'od to 

lying on the ground and standin- U n , "”!■ “ thc P ain - both 
and the rocks around resounded shoutlll S and shrieking: 
the Loenans, and the DromonW t ?. ^ oun tmn headlands of 

f* ^ oft dashin^SSf "the But w hcn ho 

ground, and howling with loud e Vietehod ma ». on the 
nuptials of your unhappy couch n? ? m , 0Ur revih ' n g thc evil 
bow he had contracted if to tbi’ - ld al bailee of CEneus 

h, d,,to«ed ejes fromX 

me n ears amidst tbe nuSl ™. th<?m ’ b c saw me 

me, he calls me: “O mv gnn .! . • and lookin- on 

miseries, not even though it bo n° mC nt her, do not sliun°my 
■with me your dying father bntT^' 7 f ° r you to d ie alonf 

T^th i P r siblc ’ P la ce me there m ° a "' ay ' and b y all 
fcuail behold me* ond :c „ cio, wiiere no one (\P . * i 

fflom this land 2 with all speedfnor lS’ £ an t po f ln< ;, at least! 

«x.LSrj 7i? wl0TOl B J “ ' v, >“ 

■ ■' ££SS- risrt**- 

Q 
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lie liad urged this request, we placed him in the middle of a 
ship, and brought him. bellowing in agony, with difficulty to 
these shores ; and you shall presently see him, either alive or 
newly dead. In such devices and deeds against my father, O 
mother, have you been detected, for which may penal Justice 
and the avenging Fury repay you: this, if it be lawful at 
least, I imprecate : but it is lawful, since you towards me have 
cast away all law, having slain a hero the noblest of all on 
earth, such another as you shall never behold. 

Cir. AVhy do you depart in silence ? Do you not know 
that by preserving silence you confirm the charge of your 
accuser ? 

Hyi,. Suffer her to go ; may there be a fair wind to her 
departing to a distance from my sight. For why is it neces¬ 
sary to cherish the empty sound of a mother’s name, since she 
in nothing acts like a mother ? But let her go where she 
chooses ; and the delight that she has afforded my father, that 
same may she herself enjoy. 

Chorus. Behold, ye virgins, how quickly hath advanced to 
its completion, the heaven-sent decree of ancient oracular 
prescience, which announced, that when the twelfth year 
should arrive at its close, in the fulness of months, there 
should ensue a respite from his toils to Jove's genuine son; 
and, without swerving, it is speeding on this doom in its 
course. For how can lie who beholds not the light, endure 
any longer the servitude of toil, when dead 1 ? For if him, in 
the bloody death-cloud 3 of the Centaur, fate, brought to pass 
by crafty means, envenom ; in his side the poison rankling, 
which death and the spotted serpent gave birth to; how shall 

prse sente, mortem obi ret: proximum ab eo erat, ut ex Euboea saltern ante 
mortem aveheretur, ne ./Echaliensibus gaudii materiem praeberet, ut bene 
judicat Sclioliastes. Hoc igitur impensius quam alterum rogat : A.t si 
ikisericordia tangeris , saltern iu me ex hac regione deportari cura* tf 
Muagrave. 

1 But Wunder's emendation <puj(? tn wot eri rrovwv cx ot Xarpetav, is 
very ingenious and plausible. B. 

2 vtKpkXq, appears to mean the darkness that death would soon 
bring upon the eyes of Hercules (cf, 794, tot Ik vt po <x£ 3 pov Xty 
^i&ctTporpov 'Otf>Qa\pbv dpaj,'), and if we take avayKci in its ordinary sense 
of fate, necessity*" and render ^oXo-Troi^c “ working by stealthy means, 
Of in a similar way* I think the difficulty of this passage will be re- 
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shaggy luriurc Him with thn,’,. u„ ■ . 

Wherefore elm . tllcu burning* tlirohs. 

W of new nuptials haste”; Slfouse" *“ d ^ 

destructive W. P « 

fading tears. But his approaching d^tL.! ° 

The diseaseZSSlk ; £ *«*f*“! l»«> hurstibr,!,. 

one to pity, as never befel the illiTt - S ’ ^Vr* & su ^’ e, ’* n g* for 
enemies. Oh. woe for the bhek rSt° f,? er f ulM# his 

But Venus. e.vecS| to “St?' hf's'T" ^ 
appeared the cause of all. *" ■ dcncc, hath clearly 

Skmi-ch. Whether am I deceived e i r , 

^mentation newly bursting forth in tlm house? What ZlTl 

one of deep iow^^n^somTtW D ° doi ' btful " a >b but 
bouse. a som ethmg new happens to the 

Semi-cxt. But do you perceive tlwv 1,1 

sri T 7 -^ with »»» 

Out to signify some intelligence > ’ She comcs to us, 

^ »u, „ 

c “- wh “« -fut, :$ z.zzs xiuT '■ 

4 L 3 71 “ b “ ‘ l “ ter 

X^^which°he P s h u£ n oi \™Zrtf a Q% tfftexfto° C ' 

4 3 f~ Liddell, B 

survive him. 0386 of the d «ath of Hercules D*i* n i, 

5 The translators read *Hn/r X p * & would not 

Lexicon, ayatcXtirov i« wili ch is in a few M<?<5 t t . 

tpo-iuemprable sufferin^of* u * ltl ? which would In L,ddeI1 'a 
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Nur. Deianira has gone the last way of all, without 
moving the foot. 

Ch. Surely not as dead ? 

Nun. You have heard all. 

Ch. Is the wretched woman dead ? 

Nuk. You hear it a second time. 

Ch. Wretched, ruined woman! in what way do you say 
that she died? 

Nuk. In a most miserable way, as regards at least the 
deed. 

Ch. Tell, oh woman, what death she met. 

Nur. She destroyed herself. 

Ch. What rage or what madness urged her to take up this 
point of a cruel weapon. How did she contrive alone to effect 
death in addition to death 1 ? 

Ntjr. By the wound of the mournful steel. 

Ch. Did you look, oh wretched woman, on this outrage ? 

Nur. I looked on, as being in truth near her side. 

Ch. What was it ? how — quick declare. 

Nur. She herself by her own hand does the deed. ! 

Ch. What do you say ? 

Nur. That which is certain. 

Ch. This new bride has produced a mighty fury to this 
house. 

Nur. Too sure, indeed? but still more, if, present and 
near, you had beheld what she did, would you have pitied 
her. 

Ch. And did any woman’s hand dare to do these deeds ? 

Nur. Yes—and terribly : but you shall learn the circum¬ 
stances, so as to agree with me. When she entered by her¬ 
self within the palace, and saw her son in the court, spreadings 
garments over the hollow litter, in order that he might return 
to meet his father, concealing herself where none should see, 
her, she shrieked out, as she fell before the altars, that she, 
had become desolate, and wept when she touched any of the. 
instilments which, wretched woman! she was wont to use 
and roaming here and there through the palace, if she chanced 


1 I have followed Dindorf according to the proposed plan, but tfitf 
reader must look to Hermann and Wunder for other arrangements of the 
text, I will not say satisfactory ones. Bt 1 . 
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to see the person of some loved domesf in 1 tt ,„u 

wept at the sight, herself arraigning her own fort one 7 W0 ^ n 
sterile existence for the future i ? ^^ne, and her 

n t,7 1 « W Sa J;‘ f T 

of Hercules; and, concealed in the shade T ° ? iT? 1 chamber 
secret eye: and I behold her casting the *'I atche <* her with 

task, leaping up, she sate do™ L thTmiddle of this 

and «**, n „ ” to i‘ joy'r^A'fr;; >P«te: -O bed, 

SS ?: °“m an a S»in heeiv. ™ ,r«Ze Tr,v' 

Atoned in front of ™» 

and her leftshoulder. Andl lunnino dI,i bar 0 nil her side 
to Lee son the deeds she devised 3eM? “l "™ abfc - <dl 

she had put her hand to this deed iJ ?^ 7 °- h | Je !' cei red that 
informed of what had taken place ^hnT° D ] ^ to ° lat « 
hngly had done this at the instigation she unwil- 

npon, her unhappy son wailing- for W f Centaur - Hexe- 
rflamentation, nor ceased to bestow ^.. neither fitted aught 

moummg that he had rashly ^toundedY \ he Ja ^ deeply 

sation,—-and weeping, because ihrt , 1 ' ? a Cruel ac ^- 

depnved of two, his father and his m, ^ Sh ° c ukl be ^ once 

t pKXisr 25 

s slth & bef0 " ie pa ' M 

TvFZ beJlold in the palace aifo rt' , he one indeed, we 

ete of expectation of behold „3 dtb f at her we are on the 


■ C-*. *. d - “ d il ia -r,h“nVi„ e 

b ° f ,b * <, “ ,h ^ 

Erftrti md 
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Iioa c und to bo Qbout to have. Ob tluit some gjilc of wiucl^ 
blowing in favourable direction from the heart of the house* 
would bear me away from this spot, that I may not die in 
dismay as soon as I once behold the valiant son of Jove : 
since in incurable pain, they say he is advancing 1 before the 
palace, an unspca.iuble marvel. In near, therefore, and no 
distant anticipation, have I mourned like the nightingale of 
plaintive note : for here comes the attendant procession of 
strangers. Where are they bearing him? As if taking care 
of a friend, each lifts his slow noiseless steps. Alas! he, 

speechless, is borne along. Whether must we deem him dead 
or asleep ? 

Hyl. Woe is me for thee, oh father ! woe is me unhappy 

for thee ! What shall I do ? What counsel shall I take ? 
Woe is me ! 

Old Man, Peace, my son ; do not awaken the fell pangs 
of your maddened father; [for though thus sunk down, he 
lives ;] but compress with your teeth your lips. 

Hyl. How say you, old man ?—does he live ? 

O. M. Beware, my son, lest you awake him, now enthralled 
by sleep, and rouse him up, and again kindle the fury of his 
dire disease. 

IIyl. But my mind has become frenzied to a degree intol¬ 
erable to me, a wretched mortal. 

IIiiRcuLKs. O Jove! to what region have I come? 
Amongst what ihortals do I lie tortured by these never-ceasing 
pains? \Voc is me wretched! The accursed pest again de¬ 
vours me! Alas! 

O. M. Do you not perceive how much better it would have- 
been to bury your words in silence, and not dispel sleep from, 
liis temples and eyelids ? 

IIyl. But I am not able to bo silent, beholding this 
culumity. 

I Ilk. Ccnooa, foundation of altars, what a return for 
what splendid sacrifices have ye made to wretched met 
O Jove, what a disgrace thou hast brought on me 1—a dis¬ 
grace such ns I would that I, in my misery, had never beheld 
with my eyes,—this unappeasable fury of madness they must 

1 wad M/iW)/. This is evident nonsense. The editors osoillate betweerk 

Trpdc cAfuuv, irpb c dofio i\ rrpdc tiwfxa. Wunder reads ddfiovds* B. 
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look oil'! What charmer is there, or what prnrthmcr of the 
healing art, who, without the aid of Jove shall hill > 

Alas'“h, th ° U *V ilr 1 ""S'" “>°W m1 

«o : r ;'“ ■ r 

you lav rap ? Ymt i n , * loucn nu ■ >> Jkuv do 

awakened the paiil 1 -w l"' 0 .' 3 '°? wi T U ^ iU me ! Y<m have 
again comes of ’^ ^ n * : * 

an the Greeks! for whom'I ol't' rI * t ° ™ >8t U,1J,lst nu ‘ n oi ' 
sea and in afl the forest, «v dest '' 0 : vin g monsters in the 

me, is this malady, no one wdTturn'eitt* r ~L a,ld no ' v a - ainst 
sword! alas! alas l r»m. l. . turn c fire or a friendly 

head from wretched life 3 1' ahtsT'afasT " llh,1S to cut oH ' ni y 

for my strength ^bmdo wm ^S^tr^ou !"° p ''° at 

than me to discern what will aid him* ‘ VC> U ° k ‘ :uvr °. vo 

eithJ W^t-lm'f :,!: Ut ’ ltiS h ”^ ikk for mo. 
tortures of this life Jove-ilnn u ' M>ll,TCS - t( > allav the 

Her. O my son' wh, P ° ssessos the remedy. * 

Md of me, r.4e me “ore 1,ore. 

bursts on me aaain it bursts n \ 01 m J r sac ^ fortune ! It 
life, the immedicable fell diseas^ ,7 retche< ? nun of my 

me. Take compassion O mv son n 1 n ," n ' n ^ t0I ‘t«res 

mg an innocent sword ’sbike ™Th J T', father ' and * draw- 

the agonies with which t UP T ' th ° throat - 0 l»eal 

me: whom may I behold neri h P1 °?f mot,K ' r has maddened 
destroyed me. ‘ 0 brothwof I, ' ? i thuS ’ ovcn thlls ns she has 

“ to **!>• ending by a s lr?;,lT ^ •”>' «*. O lull 
^oulde'rs in many a dm-Ul^ JnSt 9nd with my 

yet has the spouse of JoveVesented tt t Wab e d °. Cd; and never 

Eurystheus, my hated enenfv as tV m ° SUch an cvil > nor 
hy which I die, which the treachemf ’ "’,° VCn b - v tho furies, 

* Wonder Las entirely omitte 1 « chu Z hter of ®nens has 

ge tong rid of the difficulty. iS^* 9 *- 1 ® 00 . « comfortable way of 

* Thisseeeisconunt d n X< " P ' cZ)Jt/<J e. B- B. 

^ • i t 1 t 1, 

is bad enough, but Wunder’s emendation • 

emen aation is worse still. B. 
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affixed to my shoulders. For. glued to mv sides, it has 
gnawed away my outward flesh, and clinging with in it drains 
the arteries of my lungs : and it has already drunk up my 
vigorous blood, and I am consumed through mv whole frame 
bound in these inexplicable fetters. This neither the martial 
array on the plains, nor the carthbom host of the giants, nor 
the might of monsters, nor Greek, nor barbarian, nor ali the 
countries which, clearing from their pe>ts. I penetrated, ever 
effected: but a woman, being a feminine, not a masculine 
nature, h\ heiself. and without tin* aid of the sword, has de- 
stoj od mo. O nn son. prove that you have been bom my 
genuine son, and do not pa\ too much reverence to the name 
of a mother : taking your mother by force from the house, 
gi\e her into my hands, that I may clearly know whether you 
will mote pit\ her fate than mine, when vou see her mangled 
body punished with justice. Come, my son. dare this deed, 
and pity me, the object of pity to many, who. like a girl, liave 
howled and wept: and this no mortal can say that he ever 
saw me do before : but without a groan I met mv misfortunes. 
Now, in place of such a stem character. I am found to be a 
weak woman. Approaching now. stand near your father, and 
see by what a calamity I endure these sufferings: for I will 
show* them uncovered. Lo ! here behold ve all this wretched 
body; look on me, ill-fated wretch, inwhat a pitiable condi¬ 
tion I am! Ah! ah! woe is me! alas! alas! Ike convul¬ 


sion of my agony is again burning ; again it thrills through 
my sides, nor do the gnawings of the wretched disease appear 
likely to leave me at rest. O king Pluto, receive me! O 
lightning of Jove, strike me ! Brandish, O monarch of the 
sky; hurl, O father, the bolt of thy thunder! Per it revels 
on me again; it has burst out, it has rushed forth upon me. 
O shoulders and breast! O my dear arms ! are ve tne same 
that once slew by your might the lion that dwelt in Xemea, 
scourge of the shepherds, an unapproachable and terrific 
monster; and the Lernaean Hydra ; and the unconquerable 
host of Centaurs, of twin nature, insolent, lawless, and sur¬ 
passing in might; and the Erymanthian boar; and below the 
earth, the tnple-headed dog of Orcus, a monster unvanquished 
in fight, offspring of the horrid Echidna : and the dragon that 
guarded the golden apples in the world's remotest regions ? 
And a thousand other toils I essayed, and no one ever erected 
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a trophy m triumph over my night. But now, thus disjointed 
and torn to pieces, I, wretched, am the prey of this blind 
pestilence ; I, who was said to have sprung from a mother 
the noblest of all; I, who was pronounced the son of Jove who 
dwells amidst the stars. But be well assured of this at least 

at even though I am nothing, and unable to move I sh ill 

even from such feeble strength punish her who did this deed 
AVould that she might only come, that by what she expe- 

hfe and death, I took vengeance on the wicked'. ^ 

H ' Vietc ^ ec ^ Greece! what a sorrow I foresee will be 
yours, if at least you be deprived of this hero. 

uv L ;. ? luce ; fatfl0r ’ you give me leave to replv to von 
although in pain, listen to me in silence ; for I slrdl ask of 

you what is right to obtain. Give yourself up to n o but\io 

Tuth feehngs smarting under the vehemence of an-er’ for vo U 

cannot thus he able to perceive how in some tliim-s you vainly 

pained pleasure ’ aud how ia other, you u?e as vainly 

Her. Speak what you wish, and have done • sinen T 

malady, understand none of those things which vm. V 

have been refining on. ° J0U alrcad )' 

I come to tell of my mother in win* 
she now is placed, and in what she sinned ao^inst he™wil? CCS 

Her. O basest wmtnk t ^.un&i uex will. 

mother that slew your father in ft/° U made . mentio11 of the 
listen ? 7 ath6r ’ ln the ex P ec tation that I should 


b 8 "taV POr 0,186 “ il » Proper for me 

ly hi*' N °' “ tIUtt ’ ” 0t ,hat «”> ™s firs, committed 

d»X BM y0 " ” 0t S “P s “ °f «be things she has th!s 

bora of a^f'spjri“* beware . ] ost you appear to bare been 

IS L’***h iW ff recent slaughter, 
portent. * ^ ou announced an evil 

• blustering 
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Hyl. By her own, no stranger's hand. 

Her. Alas! before, as was fitting, she perished by my 
hand. 

I! vr>. Even your wrath would be turned away if you knew 
the whole. 

II eh. You have begun a dreadful tale; but declare why 
you thus think. 

I Lyi>. Site erred in the whole business, desiring what is 
good. 

Her. Did she do what is good, O wretch, in murdering 
your father ? 

IIyl. V or, thinking to apply a love charm to you, when she 
saw the new marriage within, she failed in her purpose. 

1 Ieu. Who, of the Trachinians, is so skilled in charms? 

Hyl. Nessus, the Centaur of old, persuaded her to inflame 
your desire by this philtre. 

Her. Woe, woe is me unhappy! I, wretched* am gone. 
I am destroyed, I am destroyed: there exists no longer to me 
the light of day. Woe is mo ! I perceive to what point of 
calamity I am reduced. Go, my son ; for to you there is no 
longer a father; summon to me all the offspring of your bro¬ 
thers. and summon the wretched Alemena, in vain the spouse 
of Jove, that, ye may hear, from my lips, the final prediction 
of oracles, as far as 1 know. 

I! yl. But your mother is not here: for she is gone to 
Tiryns, by the* sea-shore, to fix her dwelling there ; and of 
your children, taking some with her, she herself rears them, 
and others of them, you are to bo informed, are dwelling in 
the city of' Thebe. But we, O father, as many as are present, 
if it be necessary to do anything, when wo hear it, will render 
he service. 

Hint. Do you then hear what is to ho done; and you lmvxi 
arrived at that point where you shall show, being what sort of 
man, you are called my son. For it was predicted to me of 
old, by my father, that I should not die by any living enemy, 
i by one who, departed from life, should be a dweller in 
n. This savage Ontuur, therefore, according to the 
divine annuneint ion, though in death, destroys my life. And. 
I will show you new oracles, harmonising with those of ancient 
dnto, nnd having a corresponding issue ; which, entering tho 
grove of tlio SeUi, whoso homo is tho mountain, nnd whoso 


hut 



1168—1197. 


TRACHINL®. 


235 


couch the ground, I wrote down as they were delivered from 
me Xf by my fa n her ‘ ItS voice announced to 

consummated to mo a release from the toils iiposod on 
a ? d j deemed that I should live in prosperity • but this sic’ 

SSKSw m rTi~ Sfr-sSs 

“SS. ha W^orered »“e‘bS’oOaWZbidS 

you. * ^ obey >ou in what seems good to 

Her. First give me your right hand. 

Her. WUI^you P not S ou1rld° U make , this ea o er request ? 
prove disobedient to me ? Uy nd y ° m ' hand ’ aad not 

h 2 w“?;Vi-Sa 0 d 0 S“ **“’T”* by me. 

nounced. ’ arld oat h shall be pro- 

Her. ITiat you will perform the deed v 

He Y r tV^ K ^ y ove to wSs ” J ° med ^ me ‘ 

receive punishment! 1118 ^ 6SS y ° m ° atb ’ P ra y that yon may 

d ° what oom- 

to Jove? ° WeSt 1 ° U ’ then ’ the ^ghest cliff of CEta, sacred 

on its summit° W l4 ’ having often > as a sacrificer, at least, stood 

Her. Thither it is now fitting that vm, V. Q , 

your own hands, and with the aid Z bear “y body, with 
choose ; and having cut down m such friends as you 

rooted oak, and many 1 trunk nfX 7 & i bou ^ h of the deep- 

, ni . ^ 111134 °f ^ malel ^vild olive, cast my 

v^leastri xnarpc r J 

est Ovidii tire mares oleas ™FW ™ tell » guntur , ^efendandumque notius 
emendatorihu* ^ 1 **^,^ 

Wander has bracketed vss lloT at- baberit * w ®w rorem." Herm 
ever he cannot understand! B " Wh 18 his usual method with wh 
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body on the pile ; and having taken the blazing pitchy torch, 
set it on fire 1 . But let neither groan nor tear have vent; but 
without lamentation or weeping, if you are the son of this 
man, fulfil vour task. But if you do not I await you, and 
even though I be below the earth, you shall ever be loaded 
with my curses. 

IIyl. Oh me! my father, what words hast thou uttered? 
to what deeds dost thou compel me ? 

Hi £R. Wh at must be done: if not, be the son of some 
other, nor be called my son any longer. 

Woe is me ! still more again. To what a deed, oh father, 
do you excite me, to become your murderer and executioner! 

H kr. No, in truth, I do not; but to be the healer, and only 
physician, of the evils I su tier. 

IIyl. But how shall 1 heal your body by consuming it in 

the flames ? 

Her. If you shrink from this, perform at least the rest. 

IIyl. There shall be no unwillingness at least to bear you. 

Her. Will there also be a sufficient heaping-up of the pyre 
I have described ? 

IIyl. In so far at least as 1 am able, so that I do not touch 
[the lire with my own hands. But I will do the other things, 
and my part shall not bo be.li inti. 

11 Kit. WVll, ihis will do. But, in addition to these great 

requests, grant me a small lavour. 

Hyi.. Even though it he very great, it shall he rendered. 

Hkk, Knowcst thou, in sooth, the daughter of Eurytus? 

II y L . You mean I ole, if 1 conjecture aright.. 

11 r,u. You are right. This charge, my son, I lay on you : 
if you wish, in romomhraneo of the oaths pledged to your fa¬ 
ther, to net the part of u pious son after my death, take Iole 
to your wife, nor bo disobedient to my commands. Lot no 
other man hut you obtain possession of her who once lay by my 
Bide : lmt do you yourself, my son, make the alliance of thoso 
nuptials. Obey me; for having been obedient to me in great 
mutters, to disobey mo in small does away with the former 

favour. 

IIyl. A1i me ! it is wrong to give way to anger against one 
in this distress; but yet who could endure to see him liiuo 
sentiments like these? 

* ,f Nemo mo lucryuils decorct, nut funorn fuxil Hondo. M humus. 11* 
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-————— h m -W 

•ooa, mcthinka, perceive how you are 


Ha*. Do you murmur, as about to refuse to do 

uun I request? 

T®** 1 * ver ' “ nce Ac ^ wa« 
r* ; who I &», i, DOt 

^ wmdd choose her for a wife ? It is nett 

tx-zt *" to dwtn * ith *« -£ « 

"£* J*.r*r >h*< thi. moo i, not going to nav d 

T 1 * . •>« I* owe. of heeren ^ ; 

prvn disobedient to my commands 

Htl. Alas! you wfll 

•Acted bv disease. 

tv )OU *** in rou » “» from the crib Which slum 

.. "i£ , WmcM man that lam! how I am, in nn.ny point. 

h!“ i°T •V >U „ < V Mla, n to 0, *\v a father. 

H»l. Hut shall I teach mvself, 0 father to net fl „ ■ • 

p*flf ' f imr * 10 act an impious 

TVt * “ °° give pleasure to my 

»> yuu reeunand mo then jowly to perform there 

J " f Call the jroda to vibipa 

I wfll therefore obey and nn 1" 

m a nife st to the soda that *Ji’« . on ® cr refuse, haring^ 

tv appev halm “ y our d «?d. For I 

fOQUQUuk fiither, acting at least in obedience 

ewritoa^ ^dy“i IhaL^ 0 ” *° U ‘“' “ahe. 

-yET“ 0|,: w-ys. h 3 £ 

5^ there is no ohstade for tw. .i* 

^ w w*© thugs to be ac. 

• »T stem aS?* C °£? ai,d compel me. 

■V -mt before this dia.Se - 



Htl. 

tku9M> 

Hu, 
Htl. 
mads it 

shall 
to tour 

llan. 

Omy 






stone 




B. 
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mentation, as accomplishing 1 this deed, though involuntary; 
as a deed of joy. 

11 y l. Raise him up. ye attendants, greatly forgiving me 
for these deeds, and being sensible of the great injustice of 
the gods, who, though they gave him being. and are called 

< i ' % V ™ 

Ins fathers, can endure to look on these sufferings. The 
future, indeed, no one foresees; but the' events now present are 
lamentable to us, and disgraceful to them, and most bitter to 
him, of all men. who endures this visitation. Nor do thou, 
O damsel, remain at home. Inning seen these recent deaths 
of the mightv. and these many sufferings of unwonted af- 
ilietion ; and nought is there of these which the hand of Jove 


liatli not wrought. 


1 See Hermann, lb 





AJAX. 


A JAX, having bera deprived of the arms of Achilles, which were awarded 

tL th n Gl ; eciarl Assembly, in a fit of madness slaughtered 
herds of the Greeks, mistaking them for the persons of the Atridse. 

n iscovering his mistake, he in despair determines to slay himself 

“ d P lay includes with his burial, which Ulysses advocates, con- 
trary to the wish of Agamemnon. B. 


DRAMATIS PERSONS. 


Minerva. 

Ulysses. 

Ajax. 

Chorus of Salamintans. 
Tecmessa. 


Messenger. 

Teucer. 

Menelaus, 

Agamemnon. 


h^Z lm Z A ' Ever ’ SOn of La6rte s, have I observed thee 

myest discover whether d hi 
oes thy track, of scent sagacious as the Spartan bl ach s'. Ld 

with ZTap JS£ “ V-V™ 

it bears here the *?j S ° pinion ’ ^ 

’ Ai« «d Acbhta tS ,he'Zd“ P ° f L >«“- 

Whose ships, remote, the guarded navy bound. 

See also Eurip. I p h. Aul 292 , .J°P e ’ s 115a ^> B - XI. y. n. 

chosen by him when he wJLph lt^ ^ ° f on ^ beach, 

fiJIy alluded to here, where \ forms so ann^' “T”* XtlpG,v ’ is beauti- 

for 

405; which quality Shakspeare has ^ irgil for their swiftness, G. iii. 
Dream, and elsewhere speaks of ., emarked ln bis Midsummer Night’s 
applicable to Ulysses:— P “ f 1116111 111 a P assa se perhaps yet more 
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thcc forth, for the man chances just now to be within, his 
head and murderous hands dripping with sweat. And there 
is no need for thee any longer to peer within this his gate, but 
to declare for what cause thou hast bestowed this anxious 
toil, that thou may os t learn of me that know 1 . 

Ulyssk.s. O voice of Minerva, my best-beloved of deities, 
how well known do I hear, and grasp with my mind, even 
though thou be unseen, thy voice, like that of the brazen- 
throated Tuscan trump 2 ! And now thou art rightly advised, 
that I walk about, looking after mine enemy, Ajax the shield- 
bearer, for him, and none other, I all this while am tracking* 
For on this very night hath he worked us a wrong unlooked 
for 3 , if indeed tis lie hath done this 4 : for we know nothing 
certain, but arc at fault: and I have yoked me voluntarily to 
this trouble. Wc found but now our captive herds all de¬ 
stroyed, and butchered out of hand, they, and the guardians 
of the flocks themselves: so each one lays the charge at Ajax* 
door. And to me a watchman, that espied him bounding 
over the plains alone, with freshly-reeking sword, tells it, 
and hath made it known ; so forthwith I hurry close on his 
steps, and of part I have proof, but in part I am thrown out, 
and cannot learn whose they are 5 . But in season art tliou 
come ; for in all things, both past (thou knowest) and to come, 
am I piloted by thy hand. 

Min. I know it, Ulysses ; and long since came I forth 
upon thy path, a zealous guardian to thee in thy hunt. 

Uii. And do I, dear mistress, toil to purpose ? 

Min. Yes, since these deeds arc his, be sure, 

. . O Spartan dog, 

More fell than hunger, anguish, or the sea! 

Look on the tragic loading of this bed: 

This is thy work. Othello, act 5, scene the last. 

1 This may be rendered, <4 that what I know, and thou wouldst learn, 
thou mayost.” 

3 KoxWi', strictly speaking, is the bell or broad part of the trumpet* 
That called the Tuscan, (by Athcnrcusj KfK\a<Tfdvov y ) from its many 

windings, produced a louder tone. 

8 As in the monstrous grasp of their conception 

Defy all codes to image or to name them. Doge of Venice. 

4 FJpyaerm, in Sophocles, is always used actively. CEd. Tyr* 27£r 
Ant. 747. 

6 "Orov, tM fiubaud. Sec Antigone* v, 318 , Ajax, 103. 
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fury sctiifhandV^ illC ° nCoivable purposc »«■’ thus i, 

rf I1S \vl el ' c ' har S ecl wit}l indignation about Achilles' arms 
Ui Why then hurries he this inroad on the flocks? ' 

he stains his hand with murder. 

ArgivesX “ *“ pl0t ° f his **«d as against the 

n r 1N, w A J an r X ha , d accom pIished it. had I been careless 

you mght; aW ’ he traitorously sallies forth agSnst 

Mt N lr vl ? K' aS he Cl0S ° 1,pou us ' ancl reached he the -oaP 
TO a\?i 6 W f 7 Cn at tlK ' P>tes of the two ^enerfls 

Si.; ntar°l'L oT7 h ° bi f. haild ' ravenous of mu«W? 

eyes intolerable fancies 2 and turn'!?'' bav !"P cast before his 

and mingled multitude o'f prey the helilrnmn' T / * Wks ; 

care. There, falling 0I1 ,o n 1 7 - vot ul 'P*> te<l 

slaughter, hewing down all aro ml l!; 1 ni ?". v a horai 'd 

time he held and slew witl/l • . a,u deemed at one 

and then, one here, another there °of the* chieft i' *" ° AtI ] ula '’ 
them: while I was ’ or Tlle ctnettains, assaulting 

snares, the man, frenzied with”’ ail | C ? ntramm cling in evil 
afterwards again X , ,T d “to.nperature. And 

bound together with chains th d h ° m I thls butcherj^ 2 , having 

and all the flocks he conveys tLmtolik oxeath!lt survived, 
men and not a horned snm‘1 o 1 ^ S having 

tered at home. Nay I w 11 Z 1 Scour P ia P them let! 

most manifest, that having witnessed th^ th “ h ‘ S sickncss 
abroad to all the Greeks Jh,t ’ Kssed t* 10 " mayest noise it 

for harm from the maZ - f- nor look 

1 This use Of the LTX’ , ' ViU ° bstluct thc averted 

altered it in two places of Euripides 5 wlimeX t0 by Rull,llt< - >n ^ w ko has 

I-obeck hoover, defends it bv a simil * 7* oc< ? urs ln a *i active sense. 
dtvetv, OoaZtiv, etc. y lar ldl0m m the words ?rdAA«t^ 

Tvhtftai sunt hoc loco lnrlik^ , 

tendum ab' proposito itinere Aiace^»° C ¥ s P ecie terribilia, ad deflec- 

-ty of Suidas, objects to Mu^ave”’ pXoXed ^ ° n the 

Brunck, is never used but as an»Ti*a the ex P ression » as it stands in 
thuturno quietem babent/ , ° tllose tf< ^ ui a c «de ec certamine 

Adterally, 14 nor 

positively ass erts that Xen ^ 

n 



( 


lance 


Jiou. 

lands 


5 of his eyes from looking on thy presence 1 . Ho! 

Thee, that art fitting in chastisement thy captives' 
witli bonds, I bid come to me. Ajax, I say, come out 


before thine abode. 

Tim 'What did st thou, Minerva ? by no means call him out. 
Mln. Wilt thou not keep silence, nor cherish cowardice? 
Vi,. Nay, by heaven, content thee that he stay within. 
Mix. Lest what should happen? Was he not a man 


formerly 2 ? 

XTi., ‘Mine enemy, I grant, and even now. 

Mix. And is not that the most grateful laugh which wc 

indulge on our foes ? 

Vn. Lor jny part, I am satisfied that lie stay within 
doors. 

Min. Broadest thou to look on a man most evidently 


frantic 3 4 ? 

Ur- I ne'er had avoided him, through dread, while in his 
senses'. 

Min. Nor fear that he shall now behold thee, though close 
by him. 

Vh. IIow not, if, at least, he looks with the same eyes ? 

Min. I will darken his eyes, although they sec. 

Un. Anything may he, when a god is the framer. 

Min. Stand now, in silence, and continue as thou art. 

1 AV ill continue, hut I had rather have been elsewhere. 

Min. Ho! ho ! Ajax! A second time I call thee to me* 
Why hast thou so little respect for thine ally? 


I This ia supposed by Lobcck to have been all copied by Sophocles 
from the Iliad of Leeches* a Lesbian pool, whoso work is mentioned by 

PuutmniOH. . , T 

a Miisgravc considers dr/jp, ns used m this passage, uoyr/ v, no- 

back, with more reason, understands it, “ Was he more than man before 


now r 




3 Ulysses is here somewhat lowered in the eyes of the audience; but 
this is in nerciri Iimee with the spirit which made the sons in the group of 
Lnnroon disproportionately small, to increase the effect of the principal 
figure. What are we to imagine that madness, which could render the 
assured protection of a mighty goddess insufficient to encourage a warrior 

to look on it? . , v 

4 Ulysses speaks the sense of Aristotle here, who in his seventh Dook 

observes, that though n bud man be far worse than a wild beast, the latter 
U more terrible, being irrational* 
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. ^ JAX - J^erva, hail 0 hail, thou child of Jove How 
trophies all-golden, m requital of this my spoil. ’ h 

bathed thy su ord in the Argives’ host > ^ h th ° U WeU 

didit'Se« boast ’ and 1 win “ ofc C-d sa y]I 

Atridai ? h<1St tb ° U armed tbine hand against the 
{?•%"> as that **7 stall never more dishonour Aiax 

ArTV™ de f d ’ as 1 U1, derstand thy speech J 

Mttv 6a i T V Iet them rob me of m/arms 

Miw. ell, and what then of Laertes’ son ? w , , 

ho to shoe in fortune ? baa he escapedtee° ' 6tands 

F< mL7 e£ in th n ° tTmdie'ye? me PMS ° ner Wlthin - 

gain? ’ rC ° U Shalt do what ’ 01 reap what further 

Aj. Ere, bound to the column r , 

Miir. What ill, I r, rav °, f , m y hal1 s dome 3 ,— 
man? P J> wilt thou work the miserable 

d . Ar. Hi back first ptupM ^ ^ ^ ^ 

^)SS. ?s,i *+ «**- 

Miffin'^u" y rrfe d -T‘^ 0U te 

sru*i “1 d0 ’ ““ 

, Although Minerva was hostile. ac ^ r< ^ 1< ^ es: see L. I. c . 73 . 
by these means would have been undivnifi^ t0 bave reven g«d herself 
was to save the Greek army she dph.a a 6 u : S ^ e tile refore tells us that it 
Thus by her natural interfered ® tt f *"* SyeS with ‘bese phLtoms 

2S5SiSP7 r ’t i “ «^Srs,""f" " b 't“”n 

S’r!“ b “”** A **' 

the Iliad. Q chieftains’ tents a 

4 Hence the title of this tragedy. 


at Troy, see the last book of 
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Aj. I go to my work; but this I charge thee with, that 
thou be ever on my side an assistant such as now. 

Mi n. Thou scest Ulysses, the might of gods, how great 
it is* Whom found you ever, either more provident to counsel, 
or more brave to act in time of need than this man ? 

Ul. I know of none; and though he be mine enemy, I 
yet compassionate him, thus wretched, for that he hath been 
yoked to grapple with a dreadful calamity 1 , considering no 
more his fortune than mine own; for I see that all we who 
are alive, are nothing else but phantoms or unreal shadows. 

Min. Since then thou seest it is so, look that thyself 
never utter a prideful word against the gods, nor assume 
aught of vanity, if thou outweighest any one, either in valour 
or depth of plenteous wealth ; since a day sinks and restores 
again [to light] all human things. But the modest the gods 
love, and abhor the wicked 2 . 

Chorus. Son of Telamon, that swayest the eminence of 
sea-girt Salamis, that neighbours the mainland, over thee 
When faring well I joy; but when a stroke from Jupiter, or 
malignant evil rumour from the Greeks assails thee, I have 
great alarm, and shudder, like the glance of a fluttering dove. 
Even as on the night that now hath waned, great clamours, 
tending to infamy, beset us; that thou, having rushed forth 
to the meadow, the courser's joy 3 , hast destroyed the herds 
and booty of the Greeks, all that yet was left their lances’ 
prize, slaughtering them with flashing steel Such whispered 
words as these Ulysses forging 4 * carries to the ear of all, and 
firmly convinces them; since now he tells a tale of thee, most 
plausible, and every one that hears is yet more delighted than 
the teller, at insolently triumphing in thy sorrows. For 
whoso launches his bolt at noble persons 6 , could not miss; 

1 This is precisely Aristotle's idea: “ For it evidently is necessary that 

a person likely to feel pity should be actually such as to deem that either 
in 1 his own person, or of some ono connected with him, he may suffer 
some evil" Rhet. B. II. c. 8. 

3 For similar sentiments compare the second strophe of the fourth 
Chorus in (Edipus Tyrunnus. 

3 Hermann translates \ 7 nrof.iavij f equis Ituvrians, l. e. abundans . 

4 Virgil has not forgotten this characteristic of Ulysses* See the 

*Eneid, B, II. v. 97, 104. 

* Omne animi vitium tanto conspectius ia se 

Crimen habet, quanto major, qui peccat, habetur. 
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not‘ MS* * b " nS Cl ' arg0 ” KainS( mc ' would 

And vot t r d em T cmifb on towards tl.o master, 

jct the mean, without the t nro Knt « -i* i 

! p * : y 

srSbT‘Kfir 1 f & ° & s 

mother of ' * 

of oxen; either haply as a roniiit.,r >(-'■ public droves 
fruitless, or cheated of her present of -n* >1 ? 0 - vu ' tor . v to her 
some stricken deer for «hiel, «i ! * ? ‘ Us ! tnous . s poil.s, lbr 

might be the brazen breast-platal **1*11™};*!!° r KI *'*' ° r lfc 
complaint m behalf of his uidL , ■ % hay "'? 

vices avenged for himself thcVron- ’ V. ' ,u ? htl . v (1l ‘- 
couldst never, son of Telamon int , p ,’- ,. 01 ' M irelv, thou 

a purpose so sinister, assaulting the flock !™!K 'r ° assa - ved 

* MS M, &. fe 

See also Aristotle’s Rhet. B. II c jq 

■, _ , ^ btXtfo”X°c” 8, ~ l “ ” 2 »*, 

Thus Lobeok give? it r» , Henry \ XII nr#* { * 

grave’s idea would make Sophocles guilt lSl *f s **’ “ tauri f *’«/<*.” Mus- 
susque matronarum in temnlum tv y an anachronism << p nn 
V-«P—d«» «"«?"£” “”*• J-» T.^,Z 

2 Muse-rave tran*Kf«« +1 • V x lv * c * *4. m 

Jf* Hermann, c , ontli »^iam hast* auxiliatriri 

fnend to the opposite pa^ty tl.Lj' "* ° bserves - that as Man *1? 

sstf dmM V.fX;“ s"",t:r d - *vs» 

3 Thp il V . have consorted with 

- violated 

detected in stealing som^VLt Ife**^'* W ££ 
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doncd 1 * race, do not. do not my kin", any longer thus, keeping 
thine eve fixed within thy tent on the shore, receive the il 
report. lint rise from the seat, where long since thou ar 
rooted in Ion" rest from warlike action, inflaming thine boa 
ven-sent plague: while the insolence of thine enemies thu 
fearless in speeding amid the breezy glens; and all are griev 
ouslv scoffing with their tongues, but on me sorrow hat 

settled. 

Ti rMi ss v. Defenders of the ship of Ajax, of lineage froi 
the earth-born Kreolhohhe*, we have cause to mourn wit 
groans, who from afar are well-wishers to the house of Fob 
mon. Fur now the terrible, the mighty, stout-eliouldere 
Ajax, is lying diseased with tempestuous iury. 

(hi. How has this night changed the burden of the dfij 
time? ( -hild of f l el out as the Phrygian, speak, since the ai 
dent Ajax, dearly loving thee, honours thy captive bed 3 4 , an 
thus thou wouldst not ignorantly hint at aught. 

Tkc. IIow, then, shall I speak a tale unspeakable? f< 
thou wilt hear a calamity terrible as death, since our illus 
trious Ajax, seized with frenzy, hath this night been^ degrade* 
Such butchery, weltering in gore, the slaughter ot his ham 
mavest thou see within, the victims* ot that man. 

('ll. What t id in ITS hast thou disclosed, insupportable, V 
unavoidable, of the fiery warrior;—tidings spread ubroi 

1 For flu' use and utilise nf the wont o/n.iroc, see Aristotle's kth. Ik 

3 \ pnlith*pil stroke to please the Athenians, derived probably from t 
tradition of the /Km-idir passing over to Sidamis from /Kgina, which b 
longed to Allien. Aristotle. Uhet. 1, 15, alludes to a dispute bet we 
Athens mid Megnra respecting their title to Sal a mis, which the At liema 
proved hy citing thrse verses from Homer’s Catalogue: 

AVoc SaXoairac «»>►»' iWirm'iWri •»*)*£. 

2r?fr» tV tiytor* iV ‘AfbpwW mruvro ^aXnyyr^ 

Whieh second line Quintilian asserts not to have been found ^ in uve 
edition, mid Dm, tin* (in Soione) mentions a report of Solon s hnvn 
interpolated Homer in this place. It is certain, however, that when Fl 
thanes the Alemmonid changed the names of the Athenian tribes m 
appellations derived from indigenous heroes, Ajax alone of foreign « 
traction was admitted to this honour, and tint tribe Aiantis was call 

after him. Herod. 5, f>7* 

B Movit Ajseotn Telamone nntum - 

Forms enntlvin dominum Tecmessw*. Hor. Htn. lh tin, *' 

4 XP^WjpM*. rd d«,^Pn,v*iv« woipi'la' irapd rd Anxp*»®««"«' d,,r 
Scliol. H. 
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among the Greek chieftains already, which wide report ex¬ 
aggerates! Ah me, I fear the approaching ill 1 . Too plainly 
will the hero fall by his frenzy-stricken hand, having slaugh¬ 
tered with dark sword at once the cattle and the herds¬ 
men 2 . 

Tec. Ah me! 'twas thence, then, thence lie came hriiurim*- 
us the fettered flock; of which some he was butchering on 
the ground within, and others he was rending asunder, 
hewing open their sides. But having chosen out two white¬ 
footed rams, he lops off and throws away the head and tip of 
the tongue of one 3 , and having tied the other upright to a pillar, 
and taken a large horse-binding halter, he lashes it with a 
whistling double scourge, reviling it in shameful terms. 
Which some god 4 , and none of men. had taught him. 

Ch. Time is it now for one, having shrouded one's head 
in a veil, to adopt a stealthy flight on foot, or seating hnn on 
the speeding bench of rowing to commit himself to the ocean- 
bounding bark®. Such threats do the At mho of twin sway 
m concert ply against us. I fear lest, stricken, I share the 
pain of a violent death by stoning with Ajax®, whom an uu- 
approachable calamity possesses. 

Tec. No longer. For as without the blazing lightning 
the impetuous south wind rushes forth, he is oulne. And 

vult perdere, prius dementat. Musgrave thinks the 

rins.^ ouldbe transkted> —W—.—«» 

2 According to Musgrave, the Greek here alludes to some spot in the 
plain of Troy called Hip,ms. Hermann reads iwwominor,-. 1 

The conduct of Fulvia, wife of Antony, exhibits a similar instance 
Ckem." 6 *’ Whe “ WUh 3 b0dkl “ She P ‘ el ' Ced the t01, S ue of the murdered 

inil k al be dk r v ghtl ^ re T! k ! ‘. h0t n ° S uardian genius is meant, but some 
*• n u!l. ty ' The atest tran slator, Mr. G. Burges well render.. 

him P ” R and 8busive ’ That a ful 7* not mortal had taught 

remornmi^um^^A t,pCtrl ? v va ! solvere, i. e. liberum facert 

conjunxit Zl 

dixisset iu r v Ootp Zvy<p iZoiuvov Tantumdem est ergo, ac si 

« The Greek hw A.fl&k tT Uptai « v ry Herm. 

most noble! (ir Eth 3 ) IS D :r Z\ ^ in war > S the 

Of a Greek army stood for th!! whole infanfrf dBSS ’ jUSt 88 the H °P litea 
In summer, when there are thunders and lightnings, thenceforth 
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now, being sensible, he feels a fresh sorrow. For to look on 

sufferings all one's own, none other faring alike, suggests 
deep pangs. 

On. Act if he be at rest, I deem myself most fortunate, 
for of the evil now vanished there is less thought. 

Tec. Whether now, did any one assign you the choice, 
would you choose, afflicting your friends,* yourself to be 

possessed of pleasures, or a sharer amid sharers, to sympathise 
in pain ? 

Cu. The misery doubled, believe me, lady, is the greater. 

Tivc, Thus we, though not diseased, arc now afflicted. 

Cir. I tow hast thou said this? I know not lio>v thou 
meanest. 

Tec. That man, while he was diseased, was himself de¬ 
lighted with the woes in which he was involved, but by his 
presence tortured us who were in our senses. But now that 
he has ceased, and respired from his malady, both he is all 
racked with dreadful anguish, and wc similarly no less than 
before. And arc not these, then, double ills from sin- 

gi«- • 

(hr. I agree with you, and am in fear least some plague 
from heaven bo upon him. How should it not, if when at 
rest, lie is not a whit more gladdened than when distem¬ 
pered ? 

Tec. It needs thou be assured that these things are 
thus, 

Cif. For wlmt might be the beginning of this evil that 
flew upon him ? Disclose to us, who sympathise in his 
misfortunes. 

'Tec. Thou slialt know the whole matter, as being a sharer 
in it. For he, in the dead of night, when the evening lamps 
were no longer burning 1 , having taken his two-edged sword, 
was eagerly seeking to prowl through tho deserted passes. 

urine violent wind*: and If the lightning he frequent nitd vivid, they blow 
with greater fury; hut if it be Blight and seldom, then they are gentler; 
the contrary of which ia the cane in autumn and winter/* Thcnphrnst* 
do Biffin Vent. p. 421. The sumo fact is said to take place in the West 
Indies* 

1 This 1ms by some been understood to mean the stars; but from the 
common mode of designating the approach and close of the night by simi* 
Inr expressions (?rrfiJ Diouys. Hal. xi. tkp&v, 

A then* xiU "ad extremes lucernes/* Propert. L, 3, El. 8.) the translation 
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So I chicle him, and say, “What dost tlio u, A jax r Why 
unbidden, nor summoned by messengers, hurriest thou to 
this attempt.—nor hearing any trumpet? Now at least the 
whole army is asleep/’ He answered me with words brief, 
but of trite usage. “ Woman, to women silence brings ho¬ 
nour 1 /’ And I, thus schooled, desisted, while he rushed forth 
alone. And of his suffering's without I cannot speak ; but 
he came in, bringing with him bulls tied together, herdsman's 
clogs, and noble horned booty. And of some lie be ,r an to 
break the necks; others, turning them on their backs, to 
stab and cut through their spine : while others, enchained, 
would he scourge, falling on the flocks as on men. But at 
last, bursting away through the doors, he began to rant 
out words to some shadow 2 , part against the Atridce, and part 
about Ulysses ; blending with them abundance of laughter 
with how much of insult he had avenged himself on them in 
this sally. And then, having hurried back to his abode 
again, hardly is he at length restored to his senses I know 
not how. And when he looks throughout the house full of 

t /WT hC t T 0tC hiS hcad ' and s,lrk ' k « 1 ; and amid 

* * I j k °, f thc careasses of slaughtered sheep, lie sat 
stretched on the ground, rending with clenched grasp of hand 

and nail his hair. This time had he sat the longest Without 

speaking: then m dreadful terms he threatened me. unless 

I showed him the whole calamity that had befallen- and 

asked me m what case he could possibly be. So I mv 

friends, being afraid, told him all that had been prop-trated 

exactly as much as I knew. But he forthwith brokeout 

into doleful shrieks, which never before had I heard from him • 

questioned, however’, 

(Isthm. 4,) asserts that it was in the ni“ht that 4 av- Ml ^ Pindar 
1 “This is from Callistratus: < As l/ve/a// ° U ‘ * word - 
then fleeces to sheep, their manes to horses, the beard toymen ^ -V*”* 

timent is put into the mouth of Heeto ? v/dOO f S ^ Uar .f 

E V Z lKi ydp myi > « rl ctlt'oJr i0 Eunpides: 

0 KaAA.fo'roj/. 7 r 

- Tius Aristophanes: 

irtvatctjSdv a7ro(T7r<Ltv 

And Virgil: 7VyWt Ran*, v. 825. 

—imoque trahens a pectore vocem. din. 1. v. 3/5 
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for such laments he all along was wont to pronounce were 
suited to a man of cowardly and little-minded spirit. But he, 
noiseless of shrill outcries, would groan inwardly, moaning 
as a bull. And now lying in such miserable plight, the man, 
without food or drink, has fallen, and sits quietly amid the 
cattle, victims of Ins steel: and he evidently is about to work 
some ill, such arc, I know not how, his words and lamen¬ 
tations. But, oh my friends, for to this intent was I sent, 

come ye in. and aid him, if at all ye can. For such ns lie are 
• # , * 

vanquished by the advice of friends. 

(hi. Tccincssa, daughter of Tclcutns, dire is thy tale to us, 
that tlie hero 1ms by his woes been driven to utter madness 1 . 
A.7. All me, me! 

Ti;r. Soon, it seems, will he be more so. Hush! heard ye 
not, Ajax, wlmt a cry this is that he utters aloud ? 

Aj, Alas! alas! 


Cir. He is, it seems, either still distempered, or at present 
pained with the sickness that erst possessed him. 

Aj. Oh son! son! 

Tico. Unhappy me! Furysneos*, for thee he clamours. 
What can he be thus eager for? Where art thou? Woe is 
me! 


Aj. Teuoer I call: where's Tencer? Mill he everlastingly 
be following the foray 8 , while 1 am perishing? 

Oil. The man, it seems, is sensible: but open. Haply ho 
tnay feel somewhat of respect at looking oven on mo. 

Tec. Behold, I open 4 : and thou mayest see his deeds, and 

how ho himself is conditioned. 

Aj. O mariners beloved, my only friends, who only are 
abiding in upright faith, see what n tide from a bloody and 
tempestuous ocean, just now careering round, encircles me. 

On. Alas! how you seem to report but too truly! The 
deed declares how insane he is. 


1 A metaphor from the Inspiration supposed to bo derived from the sun* 
I Etirymirr* was non of Ajax by Teomessa, mo iwunod fVom the cele¬ 
brated shield which in this play bin sire bequeaths ldm. 

8 This confirm* the remark of TluwytHdm respecting the nature of tho 
Greek expedition against Troy, and lUo causes of its so long duration. 

Thuc, I, . . 

4 Here takes place the as itwns called in the Greek theatres* 

the centre of tho soono opens, und discovers Ajax sitting among tho 
slaughtered oattle. 
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Aj. O race, that helped me in the seaman’s art, thou that 
didst embark to ply the briny oar,—thee only, thee I say of 
all my guardians, have I seen bent to relieve me. No more; 
but do thou slay me. 

Ch. Speak words of good import: do not by ministering to 
ills a remedy as ill, augment the pain of thy calamity, 

Aj. Seest thou me, the bold, the stout-hearted, the fear¬ 
less in conflict with the foe,—now terrible of might amid 
harmless brutes t Woe is me for the derision with which I 
have been insulted! 

Tec. Do not, lord Ajax, I implore thee, speak thus. 

Aj. Wilt thou not away? wilt not move hence thy foot in 
quick retire? Alas! alas! 

Ch. Oh, by the gods I pray thee, yield, and be of thy 
right mind. 

Aj. O luckless wretch, I that let slip from my hands the 
villains; and falling on beeves with cranklcd horns, and on 
bleating 1 flocks, shed their black blood! 

Ch. Why, in sooth, shouldst thou grieve over the past and 
done ? for it is impossible that these things should not be so. 

Aj. O thou that pryest into everything 2 continually the 
tool of all mischief,—son of Laertes,—thou filthiest vagabond 
of our host, full surely thou exultest with many a laugh for 

j°y- 

Ch. By God’s will every one both laughs and mourns. 

Aj. Could I now but see him, though afflicted as I aru! 
Alas! alas! 

Ch. Speak nothing haughty : seest thou not in what misery 
thou art ? 

AJ. O Jove, sire of my forefathers, how might I, having 
destroyed that most crafty hated outcast, and the two sove¬ 
reign princes, at last myself too fall. 

1 k\vto£ seems applied to the sheep on account of the noise of their 

bleating, rdc lv avroig rapax&s Kai <p<ova£ t as the scholiast says. 
See Liddell, s. v. No. 2. B. 

2 The description of Ulysses here given much resembles Thersites’ pic- 
ture of himself in Troilus and Cressida: " No, no, I am a rascal, a scurvy 
railing knave a very filthy rogue/ ' And the mercy which he thereupon 
obtains from Hector, may well bear Philoctetes out in his sentiments on 
the good and bad among mankind. See Phil. 446. Hermann, in oppo¬ 
sition to Musgrave, considers this a reproach levelled by Ajax at the dis- 
guise assumed by Ulysses to penetrate Troy; see Od. 4. 244, 
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Tr:c. When such is thy prayer, at the same time beg death 

for me also; since >vliat need‘have I to live, when thou art 
no more ? 


^ daikness. that art my light, t) Erebus, to mo most 
radiant, take me, oh take me, as your inmate, take me: for 
no longer am I worthy to look on the race of gods or mortals 
fen* any profit to mankind 1 . No, the warrior goddess, daughter 
of Jove, disgracefully persecutes me to destruction. Whither, 
then, can one fly? Whither shall I go, and there abide? 
since one part is gone 2 , my friends, e'en with the work bel 

sot myself upon a silly chacc: but for 
the* army—they all would slay me with hand doubly armed 3 . 

I i f , .Vh hapless me! that u man of worth should utter 
words like these, which he ne'er before could have had the 
heart [to speak ! ] 

A.r. O! paths of dashing sea-surge, and caverns, that skirt 
the main,—and thou, cliff-crowning grove, much, much and 

^ ^iint tl me around Troy; but no more, 
no more shall ye | keepj me drawing the breath of life; know 
this, whoever is possessed of reason. Oh neighbouring 
streams of Senmundcr, kindly of spirit to the Greeks 4 , think 
not ye shall any longer look on me, a man (I will speak out 
the haughty boast) such as Troy hath not seen in all the host 


i 


7 Iicto'h nothing in this world enn make me joy: 
Ufn in ns tedious ns a twice-told talc 


Vexing tlie dull car of a drowsy limit; 

Ami hitter shame hath spoil'd the world’s sweet taste. 

That it yields nought hut shame and bitterness. 

King John, act 3, sc, 4, 

3 Perhaps meaning M my hope of revenge is lost by the slaughter just 
committed.” Wumler gives up the passage as hopeless. B. 

9 «W«Aroc here, ns i'opiiraXroc in the Agamemnon of ASsehylus, is 
used transitively. Eustathius on this passage says the jraXrtie was il 
particular weapon. Tn.—Rather render “the well-armed army would 
slay me." 11. 

* I^ohrek tinders lands this passage as a mark of Ajax f deep resentment 
mid passion, in thinking the very streams of Troy had conspired against 
him with tiis present enemies, tho Greeks. There does not, however, 
seem any reason why we should adopt this certainly far-fetched idea# 
unless it be the rise of I he Soimnmtcr to overwhelm Achilles, as told in tho 
Iliad. Musgrnve, on this account, proposes to read Hermann, 

removes the comma after ’Apyriotc, and renders the passage “ never again 

will ya in your favour to tlie Argivo host look upon tins man.” twfm 
favor e victorem* 
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who came from the land of Greece. And now, thus disho¬ 
noured, am I lying prostrate. 

Ch. Believe me, I know not how either to prevent thee or 

suffer thee to speak, all fallen as thou art into miseries sueh 
as these. 

Aj. Ah! all! Who could have ever thought that my name 1 , 
thus accordant, would harmonize with my misfortunes! For 
now twice, nay, thrice, have I cause to utter Ah! in such 
evils am I involved; I, whose father from this land of Ida, 
having best closer'scd of all the army the choicest prize of 
honour, returned home possessed of all renown; while I, his 
son, lia\ ing come to this very realm of Troy, with not inferior 
might, nor having by my hand helped with deeds less glo¬ 
rious, perish thus unhonoured by the Greeks. And yet of 
t us much at least methinks I am assured, that were \chilles 
yet alive, purposing to award the prize of excellence to some 
one in the matter of his own amis, none else but I had 
grasped them. But now, on the contrary, the Atridie have 
worked his will for a crafty villain, having rejected the might 

•im X ‘ , d „ bad 110t tlus minc e ve and distorted mind 
wildly strayed from my purpose, never again should they by 

vote have given judgment against man 2 . But now the stem- 

ejed, dauntless goddess, daughter of Jove, baffled me, already 

putting forth my hand upon them, haying east on me a dis 5 - 

ST d ^ at 1 stained m 5’ hands with blood on brutes 

may etude the Wee l„ a '"“d.at "an i STl 

archal ages, as they also held th. . . d t,0n ' denvcd ,Vo »» the patri- 

the same source. “ God shall enlarge* 1 J°phet ” ^l 1 T^i u ‘ken from 
enlargement. Abram and Sarai chancll «,* • Ct ’ ! ld signifies 

for such as better suited £^ ance^tor^ S b [ divh ' e command, 
nations. The Romans carried their S1I1 pLo ° US ^ of the 1>l i »oe of 

name of Epidamnus to Dyrrachium In fw r S °t ns t0 chan & ‘he 

were names considered in Greece \h 7 / • !’ °, such scnous consequence 

thought my name of Aias would suit so well ' A ‘' , W *° woul<l *>ave 
Burges translation. B, 3 as nailie -sake to my woes.*’ 

Bustatkius h&s noted tliA a^„„i * . 

passage.” Herm. anachronism in the word in this 



AJAX. 


45T—485. 


o; 


that am manifestly abhorred of gods, and the Greek host 
detests me; while all Troy, and these her plains, are my 
foes." Whether shal I, having: abandoned our naval station 
and the sons of At reus, to themselves, cross the iKgean sea 
for home? And what face shall I show my father Telamon, 
appearing before him? How will he ever bear to look on me 
forlorn before luni, destitute of the meed of valour 1 , whereof 
himself acquired the illustrious crown of glory? The deed is 
not to be borne,—but shall 1 then, advancing to the Troj an 
ramparts, alone with them alone engaging, and achieving 
some honourable deed, so fall at last? Nay, thus I must at 
all events pleasure the Atridse 2 . This may not be; some 
attempt must bo sought of such a nature, as that bv it I may 
prove to my aged father, that being his son, I am not naturally 
at least a spiritless coward. For it is base for a man 
who meets no change in evils, to wish a length of life 3 . 
Since what pleasure hath one day by another, adding to, 

or taking from the necessity of dying 4 ? I would not 

buy, at any price, that man who warms himself with 

hopes. No; or nobly to live, or to die nobly. 



becomes the generous man\ Thou hast heard all I have 
to say. 

V 

Cir. None will ever say, Ajax, that thou hast spoken sen¬ 
timents of suppositious growth, but of thy own spirit. Yet 
desist, and grant thy friends to prevail o'er thy purpose, dis¬ 
missing these anxious thoughts. 

o O 

Tkc. Ajax, my lord, there is not a greater evil to man- 

1 “ KaWtarsta proprie eat prmnrium pnlchritudinis . ut npud Lucia- 
num in Dearum judicio. IIic siinplinter prwmhtm valet, quod docent 

Lexica. Ka\Xi(Tr£u£ti/ esse Jovtissime sc gerere, ex mule iutelleeto 
lierodoti loco 7, 1H0, iintuin est.” Musgrave. 

3 That is, by his noble action; since on death he was at all events 
resolved. 

8 Sin'll is the wish of Pnrollcs, in All’s Well that End's Well. 

4 If Hermann’s reading <cr<itft7rra he adopted, we must take fhiiftiCI 7rcif> r 
7fft(U) l>y itself. Hermann gives the passage thus: “ What pleasure can 
day alternating with day present, when it does nothing but either add or 
take awny from the necessity of dying?" Tu.—1 have adopted this view: 
bcc Wander, who quotes Trach* 943, sqq. B. 

fi Guard. What, work i9 here?—Charminn, is this well done? 

Char. It is well done, and fitting for a princess, 

Descended of so many royal kings. 

Ant. and Cleo. Act 5, sc, 2. 
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kind, than slavery's forced lot 1 . But I was begotten of a 
free father, a man powerful by his wealth amon^ Phrygians, 
if any were. Yet now I am a slave; for so, I ween, it seemed 
fit to the gods, and above all to thy hand. Wherefore, .since 
that I have shared thy bed, I am a well-wisher to thee and 
thine, and conjure tliec by Jove Guardian of the Hearth 2 , and 
thy couch whereby thou wert united to mo, donot think me 
deserving to get offensive language from thine enemies, leav¬ 
ing me a spoil for the hand of any. Since, shoulclst thou die, 
and, being deceased, abandon me, bethink thee that on that 
very day I too, violently seized on by the Greeks, shall eat 
the bread of slavery with thy son. And some one among my 
tyiants shall say with bitter taunt, harrowing me bv bis 
words, Be acid the consort of Ajax, who was of mndit pre¬ 
eminent amid our host,—what servitude, m exchange for low 
envied a lot, does she support!'’ Thus some one & will say. 
And me fortune will drive to this; ’tis to thee and thy family 
words like these are a disgrace. But respect thy father, 
"whom thou abandonest in forlorn old age* respect thv mother 
allotted to tlie heritage of many years, who oil,, 

gods that thou mayest return home alive. And, O prince 1 
compassionate thy son, in that, bereft of childhood's nurture! 
abandoned by thee, be will be thrust about by no friendly 
guardians: how much of ill this is, that thou*at thy death 
wilt bequeath to him and me 3 . For to me there remains no 
longer any one to whom I can look, save thee, for thou hast 
annihilated my country with thy spear; and my mother and 

wT ° ff in thCir <lca,hs ““it. 

ades . What then could be to me a country in thy 

Lobeck would exclude the idea of slaverv from rim r-™i- \ - ' 

here, as unsuitable to Tecmessa’s purpose. Tr.—B ut cf uEsch Chornth 5 ”'* 11 

avaymv a/x^roXiv. Soph. El. 1193. See also Eustath n 108' a«‘ 

wapa So0 OC \ f f AvayKaia T v X n V SovXucr,. B P ' 10W ' 38 : 

U.i '■’" d U “ < ‘ b! to Adarttm, ta 

* These sentiments find a parallel in thn^P nf T . 

and the lamentation of Andromache throughout L ‘ Vy ‘ 

An only child, once comfort of my pains, 

Sad product now of hopeless love, remains! 

No “we to smile upon his sire, no friend 
lo help him now, no father to defend I 

4 HemanQ remarks on ^ gratuitous barWity of makSj' gf*. 
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stead? what prosperity could I have? in thee is centred all 
my hope of safety. Nay, preserve the remembrance of me 
too. Believ r e me, it is fitting that memory should abide by a 
man, if anywhere he have received aught pleasurable 1 ; for 
it is kindness that aye engenders kindness, but from whom¬ 
soever the recollection of a benefit received melts away, that 
man could never be of generous birth 2 . 

Ch. Ajax, I could wish that thou didst feel pity in thy 
heart, even as I do, for then wouldst thou assent to her 
words. 

Aj. Nay, largely shall she meet with approbation from me 
at least, if she but dare aright to execute the task enjoined. 

Tec. Nay, my dear Ajax, for my part I will obey thee in 
everything. 

Aj. Go fetch me now my son, that I may see him. 

Tec. Nay, but in alarm I rescued him from thee. 

Aj. In these my woes ? or what meanest thou? 

Tec. Lest he, ill fated, having haply fallen in thy way, 

should die. 

Aj. This were, indeed, well suited to my fate. 

Tec. Nay, therefore I guarded him, to prevent this. 

Aj. I approve of the action and the forethought you prac¬ 
tised. 

Tec. By doing what then, in this case, can I profit you? 

Aj. Give me to speak to him, and see him before me. 

Tec. Well, but lie is at hand, in keeping of the attendants. 

Aj. Why then delays he to vouchsafe his presence? 

Tec. My boy, thy father calls thee. Bring him hither, 
whoever of the servants have him in charge, in thy hands. 

mother of Tecmessa, and adopts Poison's reading, supposing, however, 
that there is a line omitted. According to him, the lines stand thus: 

. . . . oi> yap uoi irarptS* yaruxrat; $opl t 

(|( )|c * ^ 1 3ft 

ical fitjrkp' <5XXtj uotpa t&v $ivoavra re 
icaOci\ev "Aidov 9ava<rifiovc oUyropaQ. 

1 SI beno quid de merui, fuit nut tibi quicquam 

Dulce meum, miserere doraus labantis, et istain, 

Oro, si nuis adhue precibus locus, exue mentem. 

Mn. IV. v. 317. 

8 Brunck has paid no attention to Porson’s remarks on the metre in this 

S assage ; but Lobock has adopted the Professors emendation of Suidgs* 
or just reasons against the other readings proposed by Porson> vtd. 
Seale's Metres, p. 11. 
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Aj. Dost thou speak to one drawing near, or one who 
heeds not thy words? 

Tec. Even now this attendant is conveying him from no 
great distance. 

Aj. Bring, bring him hither, for he will not shudder at 
beholding this fresh*slaughtered butchery, if he be truly in 
his father's ways my son. Nay, forthwith it is needful to 
break him in, as a colt, tc the stern lore of his sire, and that 
he be rendered like him in nature. My child, be thou more 
fortunate than thy father, but in all else his counterpart, and 
tliou canst not be a coward. It ct even now thus much I 
have to envy thee, for that thou art sensible of none of these 
present evils. For in feeling nought 1 is centred the sweetest 
jffe , until thou learn to know what it is to rejoice, what to 
feel pain. But when thou art arrived at this, it is thy dut\ r 
to pio\e on thy fathers foes, thyself how great, from how 
great a father thou art sprung. Till then be fostered by light 

mi t ^ ^ ^ early life, the joy of this thv mother. 

I here is no fear, I know, that any of the Greeks should in¬ 
sult thee with hateful contumely; no, though tliou art far 
Irom me, such a watchful protector in Teucer shall I leave for 
thee, an unwearied guardian of thy nurture 3 , although at 
present lie is gone far out of sight, busied in the chase of 
oemen. But, O ye shielded warriors, seafaring people, to 
jou a so enjoin this common favour, and announce ye to 

Dresenf him^V^ ^ b ™J g this my , Son to m >' home ’ 
present him to Telamon and my mother, I mean Eribcea 4 , 

1 Ah! how regardless of their doom 
The little victims play ! 

No sense have they of ills to come, 

2 T-To v Care be y° nd to-day.—G ray*. 

lermann here inserts a line which Brunck on the authority nf sn 
debus had omitted, it is this: Qe autllont > ot Sto- 

A * « 7 T '° W Qpwtiv yap , Kapr av^vvov KctKcv 

tXm? SZSZ"- “ ‘ ,iu hereto. 

-1%; sat xszzzss? set* r ■r* * 

f/t7rije, the Attics i/XTrag and tfi-wa l£i dy the Ionmns use 

ACr-sjavas 5S-S3? t*? * ** 

on suspicion of an intrigue wirt, Telamof Ind™ S °i, d by her fathe * 
Telamon followed and married her. * nd camed to Cyprus, whither 


s 
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tluit lie may ever be tlic support of tlieir old. age, until tliey 
shall reach the dark chambers of the nether god. And mine 
arms let no masters of the games, nor he my bane, set as a 
prize to the Greeks; but do thou, my son Eurysaces, take 
and keep tliy namesake, my shield of seven bulls' hides, that 
none can break; wielding it through the thickly twisted han¬ 
dle 1 : my other arms in common shall anon be buned witn 
me 2 . But take now with all speed this my son, and make 
fast the house, nor raise lamentations within my tent. A 
very piteous object, truly, is a woman. Close the door 
speedily: tis not the skilful leech's part to howl an incanta¬ 
tion over a sore that asks the knife. 

Cm. I tremble at hearing this eagerness, for thy sharpened 

tongue likes me not. . , - A 

Tkc. Ajax, my lord, what canst thou purpose m thy mind 

to do? , . , • i 

Aj. Ask not, question not; best be resigned. 

Tun. Ah me, how I despair! I conjure thee by thy child, 

and by the gods, abandon us not. 

At Too much thou vexest me; knowest thou not that 1 

no longer am the god's debtor 3 to be of service to any? 

Tkc. Good words. 

Aj. Speak to those that hear. 

Tec. And wilt thou not be persuaded. 

A i Thou protest overmuch already. 

Tkc. Ay, for 1 fear mo, prince. 

Aj. Will ye not stay her quickly? 

Tec. In heaven's name, be softened. 

i For a description of such a shield, see Wunder’s extracts from Wes- 
3 ,.|i"K nn,l Lobock^ B^ ^ h ondent be gntUored from 

tJXTl. I. c. viii. Tr. —Such »». jteo .He CR.RRR » D, = . 

e nhma lUntrmm nuoted by Stevens on Hamlet, Act I., 1 hat thou, 

See Ola t. K * Irtnrtulnfrp steel * f Seward, Earl of Northumberland, 
dead corse, again in complete steel. m^aiti, ^ . 

was, by Ids own desire, buried armed cop & |»e. 13. 

a A similar expression is found in Virgil: 

Nos juvenem exunimum ct ml jam coelestibus ullis 

Debentem vano moesti comitamur honore. 

Yet it would perhaps bo going too far to say that Ajax meant nothing «»*• 
yet it wonia piTii i JJ » wr itinir the above nolo, Ih rimnin’s edition 
temptuous to the goils.—^ nice wimug . p.Htion in this 

lias appeared, und the translation is altered to suit that edition 

puBsoge. 
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Aj. Methinks thou hast but a fool’s wisdom, if thou pur- 
poscst hut now to school my temper. 

Ch. Illustrious Salamis, thou somewhere, rocked by ocean 1 , 
art situate in happiness 2 , ever conspicuous to all: while I 
unhappy from time of old, tarry for the Idman meadowy 
pastures as a reward, through countless months 3 , continu¬ 
ally worn away by regular and unvaried time; having a sorry 
hope that still I shall one day reach the abhorred destructive 4 
Pluto. And now the cureless Ajax is upon me, a fresh assail-’ 
ant, alas. alas, co-mate ot a heaven-sent frenzy; whom 
once, m former time, thou sentest forth as a conqueror in 
uncus war: but now, on the contrary, his senses all astray 6 
he has proved a deep affliction to his friends. But the former 

than "lets ^o ^ 1! I ° f th ,° noblest vaIour ’ fclI > »V, fell, 

tnaiwess to the thankless, the unwise Atridm. Surely 

somewhere a mother 7 , nursed in the lap of ancient days and' 

ioar old age, when she shall have hoard that he is diseased 

as with the sickness of the soul, hapless shall utter not ah - 

Lmus, ah. Linus , nor plaint of the nightingale that niteon • 

bird but shrill-toned shrieks will she w°ail fo°r“h whi h b ow? 

struck by her own hand, shall fall „ hcr brlash, “d re"d-' 

placed here; and’Lobrfk su’.esn^that as l ys°ch D ’ IOS > appear ?. rn,| ier mis- 

3 U ' Homer I] . 626, vitrrwv, ai vaiovat irknnv n\6c P 

„ Hermann proposes to read the passage th«s^ ? 'i7 - C ‘ - . 

aTTOiva, fir/vuv avi )( »Gu 0 ^ hlaa 

Troy. Tr.— f have folioweTU „ : r ^, th ^ and sack of 

doubtful of any attempt to restore hisriffil' Dlndo, f > “'though I am 

4 See Buttni. Lexil s v The " u ' >assa g e successfully. B . 

« gloomy.- B. V ‘ lhe word ma y be also taken for •• dark/’ 

was a combatant, who waited the decision of so (tertianus) 

games, with intent to offer himseff 1 f tnal of Prowess in the 
P- 169. elt as opponent to the conqueror” 

7 TheT; 1 ' 7 ;' f !f a P art f ™*n his senses.” 

passage: it may" ”«»«» Jfcroughoaft this 

Tiinanthes. oe thou gnt to resemble the veil of 

29, with Kuhn’s A note! 21 B. 139 ’ f ° r th ® 0ri 6 in of ‘be ditty, Pausan. ix. 
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ings of her hoary hair. For better wore he hiding in the 
grave, than hopelessly distempered; who coming of his fa¬ 
ther's race the bravest of the hard-toiling Greeks, is no longer 
constant to his natural temper, hut is wandering without it 
Ah, wretched sire, what an insupportable calamity of thy 
child awaits thee to learn! such as no age of the ^Eacidoc hath 
ever yet fostered, at least save this man! 

A,t. Time, the long, the countless, brings to light all that 
is unseen, and when disclosed, conceals, nor is aught hope¬ 
less; no, both the terrible oath and the hardened spirit are 
liis prize. For I, too, that lately was so firm in my dread 
purpose, like steel, when clipped 1 , by this my wife here, have 
jeen womaned in my speech: and I feel pity at leaving her 
a widow, and my child fatherless, amid foes. But I will go 
to the baths and meadows along the shore, that having cleansed 
off my pollutions I may escape the weighty anger of the 
goddess. And as I go, wherever I shall light itpon an un¬ 
trodden spot, there will I hide this my sword, of weapons the 
most hateful, burying it in earth, there where none shall ever 
sec it; but O may night and Hades guard it below. lor 
from the hour wherein I took to my hand this, a present from 
Hector my deadliest foe, never to this day have I got aught 
acceptable from the Greeks. No, true is the popular adage. 
«*■ The gifts of enemies are no gifts’ 2 , nor profitable, 1 Hence¬ 
forth, therefore, will we know how to submit to the gods, and 
learn to respect the sons of Atreus, They are our rulers, 
therefore we must give way. Why not if lor all that is^ tei- 
rible and all that is mightiest gives way to office 3 . First 

l tridripoc wc* “ Tcnuiora femmenta oleo restingui mos cst, lie 

nqufi in frngilitatem duremtur.” The scholiast, has n note to the same pur¬ 
pose. Wc see then that the allusion will apply to what follows as well as 

to what precedes it in the text. 

3 “ By what argument it may from this verse be gathered that the Medea 
of Euripides is older than the Ajax of Sophocles, Elmsley has stated at 

the six hundred and fifth line of the former.” Hermann. 

a There is a passage very similar to this, which it may not be useless to 
quote, whether ns an argument to support Shakespeare’s claim to the play 
whence it comes, by the evident marks ot his stylo which it btrtis, ^ 
prove nn old assertion, that in him is contained the finest study ot the 

English language i— 

The heavens themselves, the planets, and this centre. 

Observe degree, priority, and place. 
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snow -paced winters give place to fruitful summer, and the 
orb of murky night retires for the day with his white steeds 
to kmdle his light 1 , and the blast of the dreadful winds hath 
u ed the roaring mam, nay, all-o‘erpowering sleep looses 
where he hath bound, nor always holds us captive. And now 
shall ve not know moderation? Since, for my part I am 
even now aware that our enemy is so far to be hated’by us 
as though he may yet again be our friend; and to my friend 

* : Jri' bu°rs sn 

perhaps, you may learn tint T^i / 1 te .l° u > and soon, 

found del'ivei-anS. ’ thou « l1 now fortunate, have 

O Pan, 0 Pan°Pnn an<J ovei :)°J ecl I soar aloft. O Pan 
the craggy ridge of mow-bSt^^uSie^fl from 

ftu now it is my care to fead the eho” an ^ ^ S8ean dances: 
polio, Delian king, coming over the icarian sen**S i* 101 *’ 

Insisture, course nrnn UU Sea 9 acco ^d me 

o®c, *ars3raT3^ 

! Se e Milton, Book VII , n ,l ti Troilus and Cressida. 

„ ‘ Th ' s » the sentiment ‘to wlShT 0 " * ^ l ° the Seas °"s. 

deret ou?f’ h °°’ ( I ue ™admod U m p U ? ar emr f r ° Sums: nec vero se 
a„,bitio “ Tu, habitUS esset anus esentem «f lante esse ere. 

skarefe ZTf’ ^ 

Crete, celebrated for hH' ^ pa /*' ona g e there/ Gn^ssus ^® rcui7, who 
Incha/said "to be the T* ’whfeh^hf moT^ 

d£ 7'^ name Bacchus wa « educated^ wj e ^e h 

Ite name ‘'Icarian” , . wnence he. 

encircles Mvcone anrl r S ^ ven to that part of -n 

' G I«™. «. S StrfrM”* 
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thy distinguished presence, for over kind. For Mars hath 
dispelled the heavy affliction from his eyes. Io! Io! now, 
now again, O Jove, is the white propitious light of day with 
us, that we may approach the swift vessels that speed on the 
brine: since Ajax is again forgetful of his troubles, and has 
again performed the most sacred ordinances of the gods, with 
strictest observance worshipping. Time, the mighty, withers 
all away. Nor would I pronounce aught impossible, at least 
when unexpectedly Ajax has repented of Ins wrath and dire 
feuds with the Atrukc. 

Messenger. My friends, I would first tell you 1 : leuccr is 
lust arrived from tlicMysiau rocks': but as ho advances into the 
middle of the camp, he is reviled by all the Greeks at once: 
for, having discovered him coming slowly from a distance, they 
encircled him all round: and then began to assail him with 
reproaches from this side and that: and there w as not one 
who did not, calling him the brother of the madman and 
traitor to tlic army; that he should not save himself from 
death by being thoroughly mangled with stones, bo that 
they came to such u pitch, that their swords, seized bj thou 
hands, were drawn from out the scabbards. l>ut then stiife, 
having run to its greatest length, ceases by words ol recon¬ 
cilement from the elders. Hut where s Ajax, that I may tell 
him all this ? for to our lords it is our duty to disclose all out 

Cii. lie is not within, but has just disappeared, having 

coupled new plans with new deportment. 

Mkh. Woe! woe! woe! Then lie who sent me on this 

errand, sent mo too tardily, or I was slow in coming. 

Cir. But what is there "too tardily managed in this matter. 

Mv.ss. Teucer forbade to lot the man go forth ironi within 

his abode, before lie himself should be present.. 

Oh. Nay, but look you, ho is gone, having betaken lumselt 
to the best of purposes, that he may by reconcilement witti 
the gods be freed from their wrath. 

i Musgrave conjectures. that in allusion to the well-known custom of 
heralds among the ancients, we should read rt> srpwrov. Lobe 

removes "the Jcriod at the end of the line, and joins the two lust of the 
above three words, retaining fiXoi. Uwnuuut (allows Mnsg. ne. 

• For mention of My sin, see Herodotus, L. I. <>J this 
wan In alliance with Troy, Telqilnis was monarch at the time of the l ) 

war* 
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ind/od rJifnf thy r° rds Q 'T frau - ht with ^uiidant folly, if 
[Patels 'L -r] “ d of .hi, ma..„ 

from *c S,»c“”d fc'ni ”‘ d , Ch f“ d , P 1 * F°r 

by himself, apart from iheAE-idalofl 1 ?™® 11 
m Teuccrs in f.-icndlv ! , and Pl a ced his right hand 

manner of means to ‘o* / ’ w de V' K cn J omcd him by all 

shining, to-day, this very day within ? ! h day 

go and suffer him to nass if rvo. 1 b !, Ut ’ nor let bun 

alive: for on this day only the wratl^' T d a S ain 

that overgrown and T- ' F tbe seer declared, 

severe misfortunes by divine"a^ncT *h W ° Ut t0 ,. faU under 

from a mortal stock is not of ' 3<?ncj ' ben one that springs 
should. But he at t ml COnSec i uence minded as a mortal 

from home, was ’found of his ftthcrVd ^ he , R . aIlicd f °rth 
inconsiderate 3 ; for he strictly chViS’him -S* T - 0 ° 

the gods.” But he with li-nio-Kt lt l to conquer ever through 

“ Father, in concert with theVrodf^ SenseleRS vaunt replied, 
might obtain the victory • wV one , th at was nothing 

assured I shall snatch 'to^me this gW’^^ 0 ^ tbem ’ ^ 

did he utter. Then, a second time to l P H d a boast 

urging lnm she hade him turn hk l, ^mortal Pallas, when 

then answered he a speech dire and J l and , f^ amst the foe: 

thou at the side of the other Gieeks iil ^ l’ “ Queen ’ be 

^eelvs; where I am, the battle 

1 This distinguished seer u* * 

JtS son of tomon, the soothsa^r 'thT^ ft being 

expedition. ye that attended the Argonautic 

imniou'*^’ er re3l | ,n & tduorjTu with tVunder nr,,1 

piou,. See his note. B. “ ’ and rendering “ V ai n and 

that of whkh Aristoui 3 herC fcr ‘ Ven for the misfortune of A iaT ■ 

tremes of virtue and * W oves . who, after having rejected rh P recls «ly 
» » lue and 'ice, proceeds tn u- -V ® re J e cted the two ev 

to tragedy ; « And guch ^ man is 1° r h,S . ldea of a character adanteJ 

ness is transcendant, nor vet ’ ^ 10 neither in virtue and unripe 

and depravity, but one that does k drouth ^ ‘° “ isfortu ne through Wee' 
sect. 2o. P l enty ’ suc b« were CEdipus and Thyestes.” Poedcf 
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never shall break through V* By words such as these he 
earned the ruthless anger of the goddess, being of a spirit un¬ 
suitable to man. But if indeed he live to-day, we haply may 
be. with heaven’s aid, his preservers. Thus much the prophet 
said, but Teucer instantly sends me from the conclave, bear- 

V T 

ins these his mandates to thee to observe: but if we are 

r 1 

foiled of our purpose, then is the hero no more, if Calehas be 
wise. 


Ch. O wretched Tecmessa, of hapless race, come forth and 
look on this man, what manner of words he utters. For this 
cuts to the quick, that none may joy therein. 

Tec. Why rouse yc me, miserable that I am, from my 
seat, when but now respited from exhaustless ills ? 

Ch. Listen to this man, since he comes bringing us matter 
that concerns Ajax, whereat I gin eve. 

Tec. Ah me! what sayest thou, man? Are we then un¬ 
done ? 


Mess. I know not thy circumstances, but I have no hopes 
of Ajax, if he be from home. 

Tec. Well then, he is from home, and therefore I am in 

agonies at what thou hast to sav 1 2 . 

* — 

Mess. Teucer sends charge to confine him under close 
cover of his tent, nor let him go out alone. 

Tec. But where is Teucer, and wherefore says he this? 

M ESS. Ho is just arrived: and apprehends 3 that this de¬ 
parture of Ajax, that he tells, is fatal. 


1 Homer represents Ajax of a temper in some decree resembling this, 
though not so haughty, in a prayer which Longinus has quoted and com¬ 
mended :— 

7.SV 7 T«rfp, ciWa ov pverat vtt' ?/£poc viac *A 
TIoh]<rov d’ atBrji'* 6oc 0 b<p9d\jj.oi<nv iCbgOcu, 

'Ev bh (pdu teal u\sac ror. 

2 Lobeck places a note of interrogation after wc'ivuv. 

3 ** Bothe has ingeniously conjectured iXiriZeiv <peou. But no correction 

is needed, if the passage be but rightly taken, and one resort not to such 
silliness (inepta) as to make ikirifctv mean even for not in all 

cases, but where it suits the sense, is this verb introduced in such a manner 
as to be seemingly used to denote fear, though in reality it is to be taken as 
expressing hope. In the present instance when the messenger says, 
Sperat Teucer se hunc Ajacis exitum funestum nunciaturum esse , he 
means that Teucer has a hope that, by reporting the fatal issue about to 
follow Ajax on going abroad,, he shall effect his detention at home for 
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person ? Uuhappy me! lmvin S lcamt * from what possible 

° n ais >“ da r. 

fo.taa%,^dT«to^»mo aa” T?° inSt emcr S onc J' “ f 

eastern R0 and search i f the 1 mountains ’ sonic to the 

taow tfat I was dreS bvT * ,1Um “f <l »%• For I 

shall I i ? ”“t f S t 0 "hc^“'. f'”JfW child. what 

whithersoever 1 shall have’ siren °ti, to ? 'l” 11 *" 

at least "“® ** “«h,g still, ibr dioso 

Ch. I am ready to be IZ ‘ l 'TT ,0 <>“<>>• 

words, for speed If action and 'fV' 1 1 Stmv jt merely in 

them*. P aCtlon aud of fret at once shall follow 

one have leisui^eyenforTo^i’ Trh . ere , lt best imv pierce (if 

man of foreigners most ff'v ° u) ' tho ^ ft o{ Sector, a 
behold But it has fixed itself il t jf andraost .hateful to 
fresh sharpened on the steel on - 1C lostdc s °il of'JVoy, 
mjwlf, having well prepated, i,av“fl3 t f l , C ‘ S !° no ,' And ’ l 
a Ajar » furtherance of his sp^Xlh. Th^tu^i' 

&?£?■ 

'ir±jr : A : “ sr ttz t°- te 

done. B. °‘ 7 ‘ 1 sil0Kld P re fer foilowin e Bo the C0 ^ trmtion is 
* Jl»is passage support, an „ • • ' Under 1,as 

r 4 85 d Seethe to" s, “ ver y> ^ since *«* 

. 2 The departure *of the rf line ‘ CX1H ^ion is used at 

fotion of Alax , d^-if] • 16 ^ 10ms Iiere in order tn 

* h . e of ischjlus 6 inThe d E 7 Brunck » bu ‘ EllU°L t 

Aicestis. And hp ,1,/ ws ln Uie Oilmen ides an,? x? * •, Lobedc on 

to relate the death !*“ ark «. that the difficilty wliiel'^r I]elerl '"‘d 

evaded by Sopho cles «*e ope,? " S ^^'hylus 

eyes of the spectators to th^ 11 ^ ^ lero as far as noVM ^ lC sta ^ e » Wa $ 
single speech of Aja X il W o !)"T , S<:ene ‘ As Potter ii i " b f k ,ro ‘" ‘he ' 

35 ^ S ° ^ 
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furnished. But after all this, do thou first, O Jupiter, assist 
me, for it is but reason. Nor will I ask of thee to obtain an 
ample boon. Send for me some messenger, carrying the evil 
tidings to Teucer, that lie may be the first to take me up 
when fallen on this fresh-sprinkled sword : and that I may 
not, having been ere that discovered by any of my foes, be 

O W V 

hurled a cast-away to dogs and birds a prey. This much I 
beg of thee, O Jove; and with thee I call on the nether Mer- 

c 1 7 

cury, conductor of ghosts, to lull me softly to repose, when I 
have burst through my side with this my sword, by a bound 

O k * 

quick and without a struggle. I call too, the ever-virgins to 
my aid; them, ever beholding all the sufferings of mortality, 
the awful Furies, with gigantic stride, to learn of me how I, 
unhappy, perish thoroughly by Atreus’ sons; and may they 
grasp them all together, villains as they are, by a death most 
vile, and doomed to utter destruction: even as they look on 


me falling self-murdered, so self-murdered may they perish by 
their dearest offspring 1 . Go, ye swift and avenging Furies, 
banquet on them, spare not the whole armed Lost. And thou, 
that makest the high heaven thy chariot course, O sun 2 ! when 
thou shalt look on the land "of my fathers, checking thy 
golden-backed rein, announce my woes and mv late to my 
aged sire, and the wretched mother that nursed me. kull 
surely she, unhappy, when she shall hear this report, will send 


1 Musgrave considers this passage to refer to the death of Ulysses, by f 

son Telegonus. Certainly Agamemnon did not tali by the contrivance of 
any of his children ; and as for Menelaus, he, if we may credit Homer, 
was carried to the islands of the blest, wit uout having tasted death; how 
deservedly, we mav gather from Herodotus’ account of his conduct in 
Egypt. The curse of Ajax is remarkably grand and awful, but will hardly 
bear comparison with the celebrated imprecation in Lord Byron s Giaour. 
Tr. —Wunder has amused himself by casting out vss. 839 42 ! B. 

2 This most sublime idea has been well imitated by Seneca: 

O decus mundi, radiate Titan, 

Die sub Aurora positis Sabaeis, 

Die sub Occasu positis Iberis, 

Die ad seternos properare manes 
Herculem et regnum canis inquieti. 

Here. JEt. v. 1516. Tr. 

Cf. Eurip. Phoen. 1 . w rr\v lv aarpoxq ovparov rkfxvyv o$ov kcu 
XovaoKoWrjToujLV qi/3f/3u;£ fnppoic, HAif, Qoalc; iTriroiaty tiXtccutv ^ oy€U 
Claudian. de Prob. et Olyb. 1. “ Sol, qui flammigeris munduin com- 

plexus habenis, volvis inexhausto redeuntia saecula motu, Sparge 
ineliore coma, crinemque repexi Blandius elato surgaut temone jugales. • 
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forth a dreadful wail throughout the whole city. But it avails 
no to lament thus vainly: no, the deed must be done ^d 

“ nr “r f “ s r rr ^ ^ •*— 

hereafter. 0 li-ht! O Yoo Jl Jf l ■' nd never a S ai]l 
Qni * i r\ n ® sacred soil of mine own pountn' 

ste an°d r ?-** 

ste* sytt?2a 1 r 1 Yi=^ w 

Will I tell to the dead hi Ifade?. J Speilk 5 '" u: “ U 

Semi-Ch. Double double toil and trouble i 
whither, av whithftf t , - , 11011 bit . for whither, 

learn [of thee 1 Hist 1 hist.t ef 0 •* ‘ VCt 110 l^ ace knows to 

Sbmi-Ch. % s but o” , • k0 ” noisc - 

your voyage. ’ S ^l 1 s coi npany, partners in 

Semi-Ch. Well, and what then? 

traversed. U ^ Westera side of ^ fleet has been 
Semi-Ch. And hast thou then got__ 

seen E * rr ° Uble in Sundance, and nought more to be 

the east, does the hero anv^ih^ 11 ’ ° n tbe measu red track in 
. Ch. Who, I praywS of hi “ Self to view. 

where he deserils the c'hS'^ a ° Bosphonu,. It 1 , P , )ly f£ 

-1 - g rle TOra 

. ep.eC*, 

ancient tragedy would % no meanTn" 0 ^ e, ; ves > [ ha t the spirit of the 
lamentations, and that in the crueltv of tlT'V 16 olri,ssion of the funeral 

" ’nasr^si, !< ” p “ Me •» r p r „ M “ ei *“ ,h "' 

3 The feminine adkchve ^ tr ° u! i >leto trouble." 

2a Xd n ivhp ’ and others Of the same ® efi, ' I bere b y a similar form to 
264. Phoeniss 1038. and iTbeck on ^’ °," W,1Icb See P °™n on (Test 

an^that haS been oast out by'kSdt S ?- We 

0rad " “ d D -7«*» t Mo», ol,% to r 
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course of my lengthened toils; nay, nor discover where an 
enfeebled 1 man like him is. 

Tec. Alas! ah me! 

Cii. Whose cry issued from the neighbouring «rove? 

Tec. Alas, unhappy me! ° ** 

Cir 1 see the hapless captive bride Tecmessa overwhelmed 

amid this grief. 

Tec, i am lost undone; I am utterly ruined, my friends. 

Oh. What is it? 

1e , c : l Ie ’ V ls „ our Ajax lying just now newly slain, folded 
over ins hidden 2 sword. 

Cir. Alas, and woe is me! for my return! Ah me! mince 
thou hast killed thy fellow-seaman here. Unhappy me' 6 
lady, sad at heart! 

Tec. Tis time to say, Ai! Ai! since such is his fate. 

Cii. By whoso hand then could he ill-fated have ever 
effected this ? 

Tec. Himself, by his own hand; ’tis plain, for this his 
sword stuck in the ground, whereon he fell, convicts him. 

Cii. Ah me! for this my misery! twas then alone, by 
friends unfenced, thou didst shed thy blood: while I, the" all¬ 
senseless, the all-ignorant, neglected thee. Where, where 
lies the intractable Ajaxd of ill-omened name? 

.Iec. Maik me, he is not to be gazed on. ^o, I will shroud 
him entiicly in this enfolding robe, since none that was liis' 
friend could bear to look on him exhaling upwards at the 
nostrils 4 , and out of the red gash, the gore now blackened from 


• ^ ^ Hermann, observing u tnnto magis indignari Chorum, qued Ajncem 
vix morbo Liberatum ipse valens assequi non potuerit/’ B. 

^ 2 For Kpv<paio t ) Musgrave proposes here to read tcaBa^y, and adds, 

desideratur ceirte epithetum, quod i>raasentem ensis conditionem ilerlaret n 

Tr. But see Wunder «„ v. 809. Ajax had buried hh swold deep in ^e 

ground, lost the weight of his body, when lulling, might turn the blade 
aside. B. 

These allusions would he better conveyed by using “ Aias *’ through* 

out the play, as Mr. Burges lias done. 1 ‘ Where, where lies Aias the 
stubborn and lucklessly named ? }} B. 

Wakefield (Sylv. Crit. p. 104.) ]iroposes to rend 7 rpoc; pivo£ f and 

Corruit, extremisque aninue singultibus errans 
Altcrutris, nunc ore venit, nunc vulnere sanguis. 

Theb. III. 90* 
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tStu SC l f ’ infl , icte . d death-wound. Ah me what cl v W 1 T 7 5 
What friend will bear thee off? Where’is Teucer* I trnlt 
that he may come, if come he shonhl in +; ^f 1 ; r t ust 

for burial this his fallen brother! Ah luddess A ax ‘Y fY 

thouwert! what thou art! deserving to meet with ^ V hat 
ay, even from thy foes 1 . meet with mourning, 

some r time re tl d f d ' VOrt then obstinately bent it 

some time, to accomplish thine evil lot of ^ oont, at 

words wouldst thou sigh out all night Ld dav sfYT' ^ 
evU sound to the Atridm, with deadly passion ? h f rt ; of 
time was a chief source of troubles^ when t'h Sur<?ly tbat 

superior valour was proposed nh n „t a v.-n , tbo contest of 

Tec. Ah me, met P * b Achilles’ arms. 

know.' Th<3 ^ ° f genuine - rief Pierces to thine heart, I 
Tec. Ah me, me! 

despoiled of^ucha^dend afthis. thUS d ° ubl - v ’ lad - v > but now 
On. I confess it ! 0 aU tblS ’ but rame to ° truly to feel. 

a Toko of slavery pass wo! 

the unutterable* d'eed^f thetwo unfe r* 8 * f ade me ntion of 
heaven avert it. "° Reeling Atridm: but may 


heaven’s will. ^ ^ had never stood as it does, but with 
upon us 8 ”' f “ ,0 ° 1 “ vy “ tUs burden they have brought 

'SSfSS?^'xst 4 " 4 ' 

And if thou i » AAL '-- at 

Upon mv soul th. k heav y. st0 ''y right, 

Yea, e’en my foes wilTIhed fast^!r tCarS ; 

And say, Alas ! it was a pfteous fi 5 tCarS ’ 

. M 1 ■•a.'SMs.n VI - “ 

V p "’ p “ a. tana, „ w 
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the madman’s sorrows, alas! alas! and with him Atreus’ two 
royal sons hearing them. 

Tec. Then let them laugh and joy over the woes of Ajax. 
Perhaps, mark me! though when alive they desired him not, 
they will mourn him dead, iu the needful time of battle'. For 
the weak-minded, while they hold in their hands aught good, 
kne \V it not. ere some one have cast it from him. hfore^ bitter 
has his death been to me than sweet to them 2 , but delightful 
to himself. For all that he longed to possess he gained for 
himself, the very death he wished. IIow then could they laugh 
out against him? By the gods he died, not by them®,—no. 
Then let Ulysses be vainly insolent: for they have Ajax no 
longer; no, but having bequeathed to me sorrows and 

lamentations, he is departed. 

Tehcer. Ah me! me! . 

Ch Be silent, for methinks I hear the voice of leucer, 

crv in<r out in a tone that intently dwells on this calamity. 

Texj. O dearest Ajax! O person of my brother, hast thou 

then dealt with thyself even as report prevails ? 

Ch. Teueer, the man is no more! of this be assured. 

Text. Then woe is me, for my heavy affliction. 

Ch. Since it is so- 

Teh. Unhappy me! unhappy! 

Ch. ’Tis time to groan. 

Teh. O too dire calamity! 


1 See BruncVs note. 

--——■ For it so falls out, 

That what we have we prize not to the worth, 

Whiles we enjoy it; but being lacked and lost. 

Why then we rack the value, then we find 

The virtue that possession would not show us 

Whiles it was ours. . , 

Much Ado about Nothing, Act 4. oc. I 


2 MaXXov is understood. Thus Homer: ^ f 

BovXofi zyo> Xaov aoav tfifuvai , tj awo\t<rVai^ ^ ^ 

3 To fall by the hands of an enemy worthy of them, was °^ n ® 
to Neoptolemus, on his hearing of Achilles death. Thus 1 

Viriril:_ 

. 6 _^ Non me tua fervida terrent 

Dicta, ferox: Di me terrent, et Jupiter bostis.^ ^ 
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Ch. Too much so. Teucer 

T4»la^fagr ! »***<«<• <*M> m mmm 

Ch. Alone at the tents. 

any of his fils’ky^o hi of'him bl ’j n ? him hither - ]( '«t 

lice,.? Go. b« j * ' * p of » widowed 

wont to deride the fallen dead 1 * ' mark me • are 

i , CH - , Naj ’ morcor <?r, while yet alive O T 

left a charge that thou should* care fo^Eu^T' ** bcr ° 
now thou art caring*. 01 -k Ur )saces, even as 

I have ever witllnllll tT° ^ m ° R * P ainful that 

which I have now come 7 O dcnS f ” my , hcart - even that 
late, following up and tracinn- i t t "' ho " 1 hcavd % 

concerning thee, swift ns if” 0 f 7 S , e P ’ P° r the report 

Greek host, how that thou wen Tad 8 m i *o 

groaning, but now that I sce it am lf \ was in ^cU Y 

Come uncover, that I may see the Jh\ 7 .V ndonc - Ah me'.' 

5? t( ? look 0n ' und of bitter darincr of°hl ^ ' ° sight dread - 

can I betake myself, to what m™! h ? " lther ! F °v whither 
aided thee in thy troubles ? ° f pe .°P le ’ 1 that nowhere 

ther as he is mine, receive me U -+n T* telamon, thy f a _ 
with mild air, returning without ll md as P ect *. and, haply 
not whose wont it is not, even h®’ r F ° r to ' v should^’ 
smile of more than common 1 w ^ en ^°^tunate, to wenr 

press ? What reproach ™11 he a r Ure ? What ^Ul he sun 
1 nn o ot his captive in war 3 • that r 1 , X * the s P uri - 

i Of 11 .: ’ at 1 have b y cowardice 

*-Gis savao-e rncfmvi 

examples, and none more -=trTk°W a ” cients - Homer has left us 

which passage Pone has in than ln ‘he case of ,• i, fc T s man 7 

3 Ironi’alfy. » ^ 10 hls Nation explained aiva^ 

Hesione, daughter ofT^ akerwar(I s states, was the so 

reward to the king f L< * amedon , wlio had been selected h ° f „ Telam °n by 

Troy. The evenr . / f ” S for his services in ^ b f Herc Ces as a 

if. ,at ? r ’ S ’•^ignaCnfttd ot Teuc? r ! an^to? 5 

±R.~ 6 <p V TToXtuinv ci ^‘41 a t0 c 7P*'us, where hr ^ « ! to avoid 

221, is styled Al* 0f Sop^Jl* ^ in war, as Tecm^f^ 
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and unmanliness betrayed thee, dearest Ajax, or in treason, 
that 1 might possess thy sovereignty and patrimony when 
dead. Such words will he, a man of passionate temper, mo¬ 
rose with age, who is angered to strife by a mere nothing 1 , 
utter. And in the end shall I, repulsed, be cast out from my 
country, by his words declared a slave, and no freeman. Thus 
much at home : but here, at Troy, many are my foes, and 
little is there to profit me. And all this have I incurred by 
thy death. Ah me I what shall I do ? how shall I tear thee 
off from this bitter shining 2 sword, the destroyer whereby thou 
didst expire ? Ivnewcst thou how in time Hector, even 
though dead, was doomed to be thy destruction ? Observe 
ye, by tlie gods I ask, the fate of these two men. Hector, 
having been fast bound with the very girdle wherewith be 
was presented from Ajax 3 , by the steed-drawn car^ "was ever 
racked and mangled until ho breathed out his life. while 
Ajax, possessing this, the of Hector, perished by its 

means through a fatal tall. And was it not u l^uiy that foig^d 
this cimeter, and Hades the other, that fierce artificei ? X then 
'would say, that the gods devised both this and cvei\ thing 
else for ever to mankind. But to whomsoever in opinion this 
is not pleasing, let him fondly cling to other, and me to this. 

Cu. Extend no length of speech, but bethink thee how 
tliou wilt commit to the tomb thy brother, and what tliou 
presently wilt parley. For I descry a fbeman, and haply he 
may, as would a villain, come forth to laugh at our nusfor- 

tunes* 

Tim. But what man of the army is it that thou scest? 

Crr. Menelaus, for whom, in fact, \vc undertook this voyage. 

Text. I sec him, for, near as he is, he is not hard to lecog- 

nize 4 . 


l The translator* failed to perceive that the words Trpth' 

Qvitovutvoi; refer to the general character of Tel anion, mul not: to* the 
present instance \ for surely linger for the death of Ajnx would not be ?rpoc 
id Untuck rightly rendered it: “ levtarimam qunmque ob causam 

ad jurgin iiritnbilta.’* lb _ , ,, , . , , 

a «?oXnc probably refers to the flashing streaks of light and shade seen 

on a well-polished blade. See Wunder on v. 147. B. 

8 This is not found in Homer’s account. 

4 Probubly by his haughty ail* and step. 

*Tis lie, I ken the manner of his gait, 
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words ? 
Men 
Tjeu. 
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* eIjAUs. Ho tliou I to thee I sne'ilr q . t 

m buryins with thine hand, the, co^,o. but W !'° l 
_ Tjn. Lor who, purpose host .pen, fll rmrdr*"-,, 

pleasure, and his who sways the host 

VpV th0 V°\ t lCn "hat cause all e „h 

j ue>. xsccause that 1 , ha vino- imnori i ^ ?» * 

from home both friend and ally"to Greeks ^ Thav^n bli3 ' g 1 ‘ im 

having plotted destruction to the whole ! Phl Tg«ans; who 
forth armed by nigh. agai.J Sl7,*, ?“• ™>‘ 

victims to the very fate himsdfth ohf T’ W ° had ‘lain 
death most ignominious, while he lt hSl“ U ? Cl S 1 hy a 
now hath wrought the change tint hi 1 • i bv ® d ‘ Eut god 
the sheep and flocks. Wl,(n- e W l \ loIenec should fall on 
so much power as to entomb “Lf 0 h J e8 n0t tbe of 
out on the pale sand, he shall become ^LS f g T e ; blIt «* 

coast along the brine. And theroW for tbe bit 'ds that 
indignation; for although we could Ume tIlou no fierce 

all events we will rule ll 'LT , ? 0t masto ’ him alive at 
perforce chastening him with 0 ’m f 0 ”! ' thou be unwilling 
»*»« in which, 5i.il “he Sed he ^ 5 ' ^ «“» » no 

STSr'T- S ' ,0,J1<1 ”* noS?„? 3e^ f ,oS ”?• ? al . 

u c set over him. For never 2 neithi?. • 1 ten to those who 

suve1 g lt y T C i arHed ° 11 ’ "’here fear has nat \ * State could laws 
eineiy could au army e.rdmo aht“d^ h “-» 

™ ss ‘°" 



Force should r ^ A 

(Between wlts e and wrong 

Should lose their names 'fj, resides) S 

' and 80 sh ould justice too. 
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any longer, having no barrier ol respect and shame. But pin 
individual, though lie be large of person, it behoves to think 
that he may hereafter fall, though by a puny ill 1 . For to 
whom both fear and the sense ot honour attach, that man be 
sure carries with linn Ins safety ; but where it is allowed him 
to be insolent and do whate er he pleases, think that at some 
future time this state, though it sped before a faiouimg gale, 
will sink to the bottom. But let me ever be fixed in a whole¬ 
some awe 2 , and let me not think that after doing what I please, 
I shall not pay back m turn what pains me. Alternately tins 
comes upon us. Before now, tins man was a fieiy insolent, 
now I in turn am high-minded, and command thee not to 
bury lum, lest that by burying him thy self sink into the 

tomb. . . 

Cn. Menelaus, do not, having set forth wise sentiments, 

become in consequence thy r sclf an insultcr of tlic dead. 

Teu* Never again, my friends, could I wonder at a man, 
who, being nothing by birth, consequently errs, when they 
who fancy they are born of a noble family, err in their speech 
with words such as these. Come, tell me again from the 
beginning, canst thou say thou didst take and bring this man 
hither as an ally to the Greeks. Did not he himself sail out 
as his own master? Wherein art thou his commander: and 
wherein is it allowed thee to sway the people that he led forth 
from home? Tliou earnest as prince of Sparta, and not as 
commanding us; nor is there where the law of rule was laid 
down for thee to order him, any more than he tliee. lliou 
earnest hither under the command of others, not general 
of the whole army, that thou sliouldst ever lord it over Ajax. 
No, rule those whom tliou dost rule, and in haughty terms 
chastise them: but my brother here, whether thou forbid, or 

1 “Tihil est tarn firmum, cui non periculum sit etiam ab inyalido.” 
This is somewhat proverbial, Theocritus, iv. 55. ovaixov to rv H /xa 

2 “This isoaid by Menelaus in perfect conformity with the -P 

institutions: which nation built a small temple to Fear close by the turone 
of Uie E -hori.” Lobeck. Vet Pericles, in his funeral oraUon has 
claimed it pre-eminently for l.is countrymen. W Thuc. U. ^ L ^ 
Compare Lucan’s character ol Caesar, lhais. III. • . . 

Itetis vadentem cietibus urbes, Sed tacit® videre metu, non const.tU 
quam Obviu turba duci : gaudet tamen esse t.mon Tam magno p i « . 

se noa mallet 13. 
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the other chicftam, will I duly commit to the tomb fearless 

xr? * * 

more heralds, and the General hnt f ^ wlth T thee Either 
tU Cn m Na° i0ng h th f Shalt be su °h l as thoTart ' W ° Uld n0t 
misfortune; for Imrsh reju'oofs^'mark^m^th 8110 ^ “ 

too just, are bitino* ’ me7 though they be but 

S' *—• 

couldst thou bear a shield. 7 * b s °mewhat largely, 

. Teu. Even unarmed I were a mnU a a 
though mailed 3 . atcb * or t ^ lce at any rate, 

f -w u 


Tec!’ S" i“ d .?*; ftj tongue nurtures I 

spirited, J se lt; 1S allowable to be high- 

Men-. What, is it just that he should prMpcl . hav ; og skin 

T 1 Prr IT,._* 


me: 


llflvinff slain tlinAi t^u t 

deed, if thou though dead’liYeit™ sp “ ke “ * "'onder in- 


h H h' I* 1 ™' *" h«r suitors l„ 

°i $i\0KivSvv 0 t „/ Tr\l° - R -~ The Schol. internrPKt v chle »s that 

ofS sest:£f** diJwgT^of h hiris s be,ii " d hjs bwthK 

.1 ^■*K*S I ‘ e t* 5 T t 

W1 °" •***«• *» 

^ p *" «"*«»/M:, .o, 3 ,«. 2 

x 2 ' 
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Me\. I go, for heaven rescues me, but as far as he is con¬ 
cerned I am no more. 

Teu. Having by the gods been saved, do not now disho¬ 
nour the gods. 

Men. What, should I impugn the divine laws? 

Teu. Yes, if thou art here to forbid the burial of the 
dead. 

Mi :n. Mine own enemies at least for myself I do ; for it is 
not fitting. 

Teu. What, did Ajax ever confront thee as a foe ? 

Men. I hated him who hated me; thou knewest this thy¬ 
self. 

Teu. Ay, for thou wast found of him a fraudulent voter. 

Men. That slip was made by the judges, not me. 

Teu. Many a crime miglitest thou wickedly and fraud- 

fully commit in secret. 

Men. These words are coming on to annoyance for some 
one. 

Teu. No more so methinks than we shall annoy. 

Men. One thing I will tell thee. This fellow must not be 

entombed. 

Teu. And do thou in return hear 1 ; this man shall presently 
be buried. 

Men. Once ere now saw I a man daring in tongue, urging 
on his crew to sail in stormy weather, in whom thou miglitest 
not have found the power of speech when by the peril of the 
storm he was encompassed; no, hidden under his cloak he 
gave himself up for any one of the seamen that w ould to 
trample on. And so also thee and thine unbridled tongue 
a mighty storm, bursting forth from a little cloud, might 

haply put down in thy tedious clamour. 

Teu. And I too have beheld a man filled with folly, who 
was insulting the calamities of his neighbours. And then one 
like to me in person, and in temper similar, having looked 
upon him, spake words such as these: “ Man, treat not the 


1 HereBrunck defends the future middle as used in an active sense; 
but Lobeck has produced instances from Sophocles himself, (Omi. lyr. 
544.) and other approved Attic writers. (Xen. Anab.JI. 5.) which seems 

to favour the substitution of <ri? avraKowov tv too . Tr. e 11 . 
perfect is often used to imply great determination or earnestness on tn 

part of the speaker. B. 
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punished.” "' dt do RO - know thou shalt he 

none else than thou. H ;lvo j “J. h “ Can bt \ to mv thinking 

Men. I will be .-one r \ ,,O,v0u ml( lles? 

to hear such a thin* for 01: !‘ "' oro if - if> anv one were 
words. *>’ 101 °' 1C "ho can use force to punish b \- 

J*’U. Crawl hence now- r . • 

“St*Thc^SY iS il m0St baSC t0 

sepulchre by mortals net, fb,gl tta * hi * "““Wcrin* 

Anri m truth ..f +1 

come the wife and child of thi'-'"' T k ? f timo - l«rc at hand 
tomb of (he unfortunate d J , r ^ to M «>«* e 

thee. And s t' ti f?PI»ha.it. touel, thy f 

h f au " mul hers here. „„/{], o ' ho ‘ Ii, W»> thy Jmmls mv 

cib'v'f ;ln y one from the arm J t * 7 ll , rd ', ! su Pph'ant"s 

cxbiy from tms corpse, be the , ni ,• 5 "’ 0llId Phick tlieo for 

^»ed onteogt f roin hi J 1 ;* 1 . 11 ' »sa villain should. ;m 

branch with all his race eve?, . 3 ’ m r °' VOfl down root •, 
butV ' ■ my child ’ «"d keep it and”® this luck of hai? 

hut having fallen on the bnrK- r SCC J bat none move tl.ee 

stand closo hxr v ° Doci y elmo- f. lst * . , , tllct % 

unfil t ^ nini as women in^foorl r * not ve 

,v , come, having ni*ovirl« 1 c jfnien, but protect him 
* h0 c “f ", Pormit. ° f “ «» burin, 0 ' f 

Arill ever e^L' 1 ??' 1 ' 01 ' °/ ““di-wanderin* vem- I • , 

distress of sneo b numbcr J over brinn-i„.?, 3 ? b ° lnj? the la st 

1 Spear - lw ening toils thr^K ^” 10 a «oaseless 

1 Sophocles has said n„H • ° 3 ’’ tllC liir « 

a privilege denied i -n ?. notIun Sof the body of \ ;„ T i, * , 

holy element of firf tn K °" tl,e a “‘hority of Calt * ^ Urnt ' that being 

suicides. Philosfratu t s ° i n e 1 ? 0,, '? t ? d ^ declared ** 

2 Tl,e custom of “ n ^ c 1 ^. roic,s - . 3 mn tbe of 

ancients; and, in EuriniH ln ^ their hair was verv m 

her locks. Orestes 1 loo’ W | fini1 PlectracondonfninTl?^ 11 a “ on S ‘be 

«amnT ** ^ '«e Uad^ ^?- Achill «*. »* the 

“■ xxm. «“ f ~r« u, u. iaVSCtS" l" d ‘a 

n.™ i. dQubt y ■"* •>«.» Greek,. 

*• S »“” b*. I. « to 
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reproach of Greeks' w onld that that man had first entered 
the boundless aether, or llades. the dwelling of all, who showed 
the Greeks the common use in war of hateful arms. Ah, 


toils, of toils the parent! 


For ho was man's ruin 1 . He hath 


appointed to company with me neither the joy of chaplets, 
nor of deep goblets, nor the dulcet harmony of flutes, the 


wretch, nor to linger o'er nightly delights; no, from love, from 


love, alas, he has debarred me. And thus uncared-for I am 


lying, my hair continually drenched with fast-falling dews 2 , 
memorials of doleful Troy. And truly up to this time the 
valiant Ajax was my bulwark from nightly terror, and from the 
arrow; but now he is undone by a hateful doom; what delight, 
then, what pleasure will ever again attend me? O could I 
be where the woody foreland washed by the wave, beetles o'er 
the main, hieath Sunium's lofty plain, that I might accost the 
sacred Athens 3 . 


Tuir. Truly I hurried back, having seen the commander 
Agamemnon hastening hither to ns; and he evidently is about 
to let loose his evil tongue on me. 

Ac. amemnon. They tell me thou darest vaunt against us 
thy fierce invectives thus with impunity; thee, to thee, son of 
the captured slave, I speak. Truly hadst thou been born of 
a noble mother, thou woukkst have boasted loftily, and walked 
on tiptoe, when, thyself a nothing 4 , for one that is nothing 
thou hast stood up against us. On oath too hast thou affirmed 


tbpibttG , ”dnnk M (Cf. Horn. Od. X., 512. Hesiod Thcog. 731.) but 
others like (if pit c, ns Homer's Tpotijv tvptTav or tvpvdyvtau. As 1 can- 
not see hn\v the former sense could well be applied to Troy, I have 
adopted the other. 15. 

1 Still finer are the reflections of Henry the Sixth upon the evils of war, 
as the causes which produce them are more dreadful, and truly warrant 
his exclaiming, ** Woe upon woe, grief more than common grief l*' 

3 Similar to this is the complaint of the herald in the Agamemnon of 
.ASschvlus. 

a It was probably from these lines that Lord Byron took the hint for the 
last stanza of his odo to the Greek isles;— 

lHaco me on Sunium’s marbled steep, 

Where nothing, save the waves and I, 

TVlay hear our mutual murmurs weep,— 

There, swan-like, let. me sing and die. 

4 Shamest thou not, knowing whence thou art extraught. 

To let thy tongue detect thy base-born heart? 

Third Bart of Henry VI., net 2, sc. 2. 
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that we have come neither generals nor admirals of the Greeks 
or of thee; no, as thou sayest. Ajax sailed his own 

iTSehaif of*? 0 * th0S ° i,lSultS t0 lu ' a1 ' ,h >*“ "W 

n behalf of what manner of man hast thou clamoured thus 
aughtily whither having marched, where made his stand 
where I did not? Have then the Greeks no men save him 

of late to the Greeks for Achilles’ . ;/• " L piocl.mned 
to be declared villains by Teucer* and if it w ;n aiL 

not ( f ve . u wh ?.“ "or ted, to acquiesce in what seeme tit 
assa^fus'so 1 * Y ° f J0U , r J ud » ,>s - but Vo will eonstantlv eithrn 

* fcy ? 6 -rr 

oSi:'" 1 :,''" uf ^ 

hindmost to the foremosTi-anlY no'all ‘jr* 1 '' an<1 brin " tllc 

most men^'Z 110 , ^^cked -on that a « 

And the large-sided ox -oes^l Xalo' e Y'O'' v 11 ^ ro l w '-l- 

a whip, though small. 'And on tTiee* 1°hehold' h*' ^ u ‘ <i ^ d b y 
quickly stealing unless t.hmi m »f a 10 ^ ^ us medicine 

thou who for a man now no more buta? 0 "^ und f rstaudi "g> 

never be humble" wOt ho * jT Unbridled ’ Wflt thou 

thou art 2 , bring hither some one d™ 7l?7* u'^ by birth 
thy stead shall speak to us thy words^ ^1° b °° d ' who in 

understand while thou speakest sii e» T n 1 Ca “ no ,on ^r 
with the barbarians’tongue 3 . " <m no * ae quainted 

Achilles:—' m Sluk ^ eare ’ t! >us remarks on tl>e false pride of Ajax and 

rWthe erea't am - t,lat b l ltters dow » the wall. 

They place before diSSf °\ ''H P ° ise ’ 

Or those that with the fineness of'th!i ““ C ," g ’ ne ' 

By reason guide his execution. h S ° U S ’ 

2 Satis contumeliose Iifen n K \ Tr °dus and Cressida, act 1 sc 1 
qualera Teucrum traducit ,S, A ^ mem »°ne proferuntur. Servi ‘Ji m 

‘cere Conf. Ter. Phorni. 2. I. 62. ^Wesselin " tS “ COacioue causam’ 

. Agamemnon sneers ,V e ^ e *>ng. 
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Ch. Oh that ye had both of you the sense to be temperate, 
for than this I have nothing better to advise you. 

Text. Alas! how speedily docs all grateful memory of the 

J *■ O 4. 

dead fade away among mankind, and is found to have de- 

* * ' 

sorted him: if at least this man no longer, not even in tri¬ 
fling matters, Ajax, remembers thee, for whom thou many a 
time didst toil with the spear, exposing thy life! But all this 
is now past and gone, thrown by in scorn. O thou that hast 
just uttered words many and profitless, rememberest thou no 
longer aught, when Ajax here once came and alone delivered 
you, pent up within your barriers 1 , already as nothing in the 
rout of battle; when fire was blazing around the ships, even 
then on the topmast benches of the seamen; and Hector, past 
the trenches, was leaping high upon the naval hulks! Who 
repelled all this? Was it not he that did it?—he, who, thou 
sayest, nowhere even set foot to foot? What! were not these 
justly his deeds in your behalf? And when again lie singly, 
against Hector single-handed, by lot and not by command 
selected, went forth to cope with him; having deposited in 
the midst no clod of clammy earth 3 . Ins skulking lot, but one 
that was sure the first to bound with light spring from the 
crested helmet! lie it was performed these deeds; and with 
him at his side, 1, the slave, the offspring of a barbaric mo¬ 
ther. Wretch! whither looking, caust thou prate of this? 


Knowest thou not that the father that begot thy father, lYlops 
of old, was a Phrygian barbarian; and Atreus, who in turn 
begat thee, was the most impious of men, who set before his 
brother a repast of his own children? And thou thyself wert 
born of a Cretan mother 8 , with whom the father that begot 


Who shall say me nay ? 

Glisnt. Why, that will I. 

Hot. Let mo not understand you then, 

Speak it in Welsh. 

First Part of Henry IV., act 3. sc. 1. 

1 See Homer. 11. 12, for the account of Ajax* repulse of Hector; and in 
the 14th book we find a disgraceful flight by night proposed by Agamem¬ 
non* but'objected to by Ulysses. 

9 This is an nnuchrouism, and alludes to the deceit practised by Ores* 
phontes in furtherance of his gaining Messenia to his share in the division 
of Peloponnesus by the Ileraclidte. Apollod. Q. 8. Pausmi. IV, 3. 

8 The term *' Cretan,” from the days of Plato (vid* Sehol.ad Aristoph. 
Avv, rft v natv6fuvov f rbv Kpfirn, rth> /tdyte "Arritfor) to those of St, 
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her having taken a strange seducer, cast her away a prey to 
f uni ) fishes. And dost thou, being- such, reproach with their 
family such as I am ? I that am by birth the son of Telamon 
who having gained the first prize of valour in the host, takes 

chJM J r 01 ’ f hlS ,f' d m - v Inotber ’ :l princess by birth, 
o aomedou. Her, a selected present, the son of Ale 

mena gave lnm And can I, thus the most excellent off 

spring of two the most excelling, disgrace my kindred W 

blood, whom, prostrate in woes like these, thou fpurnest forth 

« this, that if ye stall css.' f„„h , ny 2"'^f bel 
my hoe ou... hWi. Ajax’ ierfto&twK'r 

than for thy wife s sake, or, I tell thee, thy brother's ’ Tim, 
look not to my situation only, but to thine own-"since if 
thou shalt do me aught of harm, thou wilt one day wish thru, 
hadst been a coward rather than bold against me. ‘ ' 

Ch. Prince Ulysses, know thou hast come in -p 

quarrel]. ’ bllt to J om m loosing* [the 

f 1S if; ’ friends? for from afar Ilmard tlm „i, 

of the Atndse over this valiant corpse. d 1 clamour 

words, king’ Ulysses 0 from this felT 1 ”^, tlle m ° St °PP r °l>rious 

injury ? ■ 0 thee, that thou hast 

phron caUs aMenetms 6 a Half-C^a^f ’from 1 *!, 311 Com ™ on re Proac!,. Lyco- 
father having detected in " intritue wfih Ae ‘°' le - -hon/l^ 

with injunctions to throw her overboard out to Na «pHu=. 

mandate, and betrothed tier to Plistiienes «n & e R * ^ ut le disobeyed the 

non and Menelaus are said to have been the F ° r A S a “em- 

not as commonly supposed, his sons -lehr, g ^ andchlldr en of Atieus, and 

Buch by him. Tr.—O n this contempt of tbe S r> c “ nsidered a "d treated as 
Calhmach. in Jov. 8. B. 1 f the Cre tans, see the Comm, on 

Himself, Tecnriessa nnrl i? 

words being a threat, and havfn“Teferenc ^ ^ the schoI >ast says of the 
noi 1 were the latter fallen down « too far-Vetched? 

Jturysaces to do. 7 Ajax slJe - which he had instructed 

M belongs to Kvvalon, only. See Wunder B 
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Ac,. He denies that he will leave this dead body destitute 

of burial, but will inter it in spite of me. 

Ul. Is it then allowed a friend, having spoken the truth, 

to be no less thy friend than before 1 ? 

Ao. Savon;—else were I notin my right mind; since I 

account thee the greatest friend of the Greeks. 

Ul. Listen now. By the gods I implore, have not the 
heart thus pitilessly to cast out unburied this^ Ajax, and let 
not violence by any means prevail on thee so tar to hate him 
as to trample on justice. I 1 or to me also ho once was of all 
ic army the bitterest foe, from the time I became mnstci of 
Achilles’ arms ; and yet, though such lie was to me, I would 
not so far dishonour linn as not to say that he, and no othci, 
was the bravest of all the Greeks I h!i\ e looked on, as many 
of us as came to Troy, except Achilles; and theiefoie he 
may not, in justice at least, be disgraced by thee, hoi thou 
wouldst not injure him at all, but the laws ot the gods: nor 
is it just to wrong the brave man, if lie be dead, although 

thou chance to hate him. 

Ag. Dost thou, Ulysses, thus in behalf of this man contend 
with me ? 

Ui,. I do. 1 hated him, whilst to hate was honourable. 
Ao. What, and oughtest thou not also to insult him 

dead ? , 

Ul. Joy not, son of Atrens, over vantages not honour¬ 
able. , ,. . . 

An. Look thou, for a despot to be religious is no easy 

matter 8 . 

Ul. But it is to pay respect to friends, who advise well. 
An. The virtuous man should obev those in office. 

Ul. Have done*. Thou conquerest, believe me, in yieldm 

to thy friends. 


tr 

o 


1 Llternllv “to pull together with thee.” 

9 “Till* port seems to have Inserted this sentiment with a view rather to 

the grat ideation of his audience than to the consistency of the c 
I Imimim—win. takes apparently as transitive, against he o n ion 

of Vnleknner and others. There seems no reason to suppose that SopW# 
alluded to Cleon here. With better reason apparently Hermann^ thnJJS 
that demagogue glanced at in lines 1338 and 1340, for his conduct to wauls 

th 3 Tho word wrtSffai here offends some of the commentators as indicative 
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favour Remember t0 what kind of man thou grantest this 

Ul. This man was mine enemy, yet sometime noble. 

Ag. What const thou possibly mean to do? Dost thou 
thus respect the corpse of a foe ? 

5 f ° r v, is val ° Ur far trans cends my hatred. 

Un StT } k M Se are in the worId ’ 8 e Je dotards. 

"" m “ J ' now friends - bat <*»• 

Mmdi ? D0S * * h0U tb ™ approvc ° f such as these thy 

An' Tif™ I 104 W °, nt a PP rove of ^ obdurate spirit. 

Vl Nay raLTto^demonstrate us to be cowards. 

corpse } h Cn eSlrG me t0 suffer them bury the 
Un. I do ; for I myself also shall come to this 
seipf W 6Very man labours aU th ™gs Stably to him- 

fC% r Y njLm Wicm “ “ m ° rc reaS0Dat ' I ‘> 1 should labour 
Ag. Shall not this then be called thy act not mi™ > 

^ed «s. 

bestow least, that I„„uH 

it is allowed tf.ee to aci Z L ttgJSj? ™ ”° st ^ted: but 

of couugl, bemg’sueKsfttTS.t”! fcT ”* ” at “ raU y wise' 

" H0W ™ I Wore ,haffr„ a tftf, fcrth 

Martian.! "oal.fwadilaiwclc^tf^^w 5 ^.b* 3 ceminander. Hence 

33E7 4 v”HK , S*tK bet thee. iSSSi ’SXV^ 
plained by Thucydides/L. f c 2^"' » y d ' This 

men - ^ 
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I am as much his friend as ere now I was his foe 1 : and I 
wish to help bury this dead body here, to share the labour, 
and omit nothing of all that is man's duty to care for in hon¬ 
our of the noblest of mankind. 

T i*;u. Most excellent Ulysses ! *tis mine to give thee all 

*■ c' 

manner of commendation in words, and thou hast much belied 

my expectation; for being of Greeks the man most hostile to 

this my brother, thou alone hast stood by him with thy exer- 
t * ^ « 

tions, nor hast had the heart here alive greatly to insult him 

t,_ r 

dead, as that our mad-stricken general, coming himself and 

his brother also, were desirous to have cast him out insulted 

without sepulture. Wherefore may the sire that rules this 

Olympus, and mindful Erinnys, and Justice accomplishing 

her end, bring the wretches to a wretched doom, even as they 

' - - * 

were desirous unworthily and in contemptuous sort to cast out 
Ajax. Hut, O seed of Laertes, thine aged sire, I dread to 
allow of thy having a hand in this funeral, lest this I do dis¬ 
pleasing to the dead 3 , but in all else act with me; and if thou 
wilt that any one of the army attend him forth, I shall not 
feel hurt at it. 1 hit for all the rest myself will take order ; 
and be thou assured that in my esteem thou art a worthy 

V « 

man. 

Ul. Nay, I could indeed have wished it; but if it be not 
pleasing to thee that I should do this, I will be gone, ac¬ 
quiescing in thy views. 

Tr.u. Enough ; for already hath much time elapsed; but 
do some of you speed with your hands the hollow grave, and 
others set on the fire the high-standing tripod, of use for the 
holy ablutions; and let one troop of men bring forth from the 

1 Thus Aufidius over the dead body of Coriolnnus, whom he had slain: 

IVIy rage is gone. 

And T mn struck with sorrow.—Take him up*— 

Help three of the chicfest soldiers ; 1*11 be one. 

Coriol., net 4. ee. 5. 

2 The nneients were very scrupulous in their respect to t lie manes of the 
dead, lienee Philostratus, speaking of these very events, has the follow¬ 
ing passage: “ lie (Ulysses) having brought the armour of Achilles to 
Ajax when laid out for interment, and having hurst into tears, * There, be 
thou buried/ said he, * in the arms thou didst love so well ; and he thine 
the victory in them, nor let thy spirit feel aught of resentment/ Where¬ 
upon, the Greeks applauding Ulysses, Teueer joined in their praises of him, 
but declined the gift of the armour, on the plea that what caused his death 
wus unfit to grace his burial. Heroicc* C\ ii. a. 
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p~ptoe aj , Bl S <Io , ,hoa -«™- »ffe=tio» 

L side with So fo°’, et " st T“ st1 ' to, eoso this 

goto- But come* eVoVrou. aS “ hal * *. “»<* 

let him lnirrv ]pf hirn n* + *r _^ s . ls iere as a friend, 

o-onrl nil/ i * 9 ^°’ toiling 1 for this hero, in all thino'e 

good, and tor none amono- mor K nr i ’ ,, Imn g£> 

Ajax 1 .. maixivlIld more excellent than 

C-H*. IIow many thincs is if mon f o * , 

ere lie have seen there is no m-/i V /* S0cin o to know ! but 
it will bring to pass P 1 let ° fthe as to what 

and Wunder^ 3 R®*'”*' ' 6r r6n $u,vw, are thrown out by Dindorf 


« 
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rHE sufferings of Philoctetes on the island of Lemnos, whither he had 
been brought by Ulysses, in obedience to the oracular advice of Helenus, 
and his being led away from thence by Ulysses in company with Neo- 
ptolemus 1 , JB- 


DRAMATIS 

U LYSSES. 

Neoptulemus. j 

Chorus. 


PERSONS. 

Philoctetes. 

Spy as a Merchant, 
Hercules. 


Ultssies. This is the shore of the wave-on circled land of 
Lemnos, untrodden by man. and uninhabited, where, O thou 
reared from a sire the mightiest of Greeks, Neoptulemus, thou 
son of Achilles, I once set on shore, having been appointed 
to do this by the princes, the son of' Poias the Melian 2 , run¬ 
ning at the foot with a corroding disease, when it was not 
possible for us to set our hand either to libation 3 or sacrifice 
unmolested, but continually did he fill the whole camp with 
wild and ill-omened cries, shrieking and groaning. Yet what 
need is there to speak of this ? For tis no season for length 
of words to us, lest he learn that I am come, and I waste 
our whole artifice, by which I expect I presently shall ensnare 

1 I must observe that this play, from the evidently disturbed arrangement 
of the dialogue, and the many verbal corruptions with which it is replete, 
is one of the most difficult to deal with. This will perhaps serve as an 
apology for the greater attention to critical details, than in the previous 
plays. B. 

2 Philoctetes is said by some to have accompanied the Argonautic expe¬ 
dition, and was certainly the armour-bearer and particular friend of Her¬ 
cules; whit'h must either bring the dates of the Argonautic voyage and 
Projan war nearer each other than they are generally placed, or present 
him a very aged candidate for the hand of Helen, 

B Distinctly mentioned, because libations were made on all the petty 
affairs of life, at the reception of a stranger, or on going to bed ; sacrifices, 
an account of their expense, only on great occasions. 
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him. But now it is thy business to serve me in the rest, and 
to spy out where hereabouts is the cavern of double mouth 
of such a nature as that therein cold weather is at hand a 
ubie place to sit m the sun, and in the summer the breeze 
wafts slumber through the vault hollowed throughout' But 
a little way below on the left, thou mightest haply see a pure 
fountain, if it yet be preserved. Which approaeliin<>- silentlv 

sigmfy to me whether yet he keeps to this very same snot’ 
oi whether he happens to be elsewhere +v, n t Vi ^ 1 

XSftZSSSg- Li 

hast mentioned. J P a caiein, such as thou 

Ul. Above or below? for I do not discern it. 
footstep ' G US ’ and there is at lcast do noise® of a 

f h m ]he cbance to be laid down to sleep 

Up L th a dwellln S-P laec empty and void of men 1 
Up. Is there not some home made 3 sustenance within > 

h,E. At any rate there are trodden leaves as if f 
one who sleeps there. u eSj as *°r some 

roof? Ut e ' se deserted, and nothing beneath tile 

«p>?oS t“rrf S?:“I the rrorkman- 

materials for lighting a lire 6 , * U °o et her with it these 

more simply ha7e beenJ'-AaV^xi 0 -^"^ of , ft e expression, which would 

quidem, hyemis tempore, soiem versn* * ' Ubl du P Iex sit sessio, una 

in ducat aura^X<ou is the ge.dtive of Ver °; “ bi ffistate soporem 

2 t.e Neoptolemus hears no „1 5 P ““ °'' ! efei ' en ^. B. * 

OiKoiroioe must here be taken lri '?S within. B. 
aoXowoioe ivayKr, in the Trachin^ P T / Ve[y ’ °‘ ius domi P^ratus as 

Wunder takes it passively, but Prefer' ^ ra ! u ^ e co ™para6us . Tr _ 

Burges;, rpv^. B . P eri the conjecture of Welcker (and 

the unfortunate^man^over^wliom^he h 'r^ ° nC P ° ,nt of su Pe' iority over 

s “"Joor, an 

tinder, made of burnt rw^ W6re tw ° fl,nts C se « ▼. 296) and son, 

from th ^ oi - ds 
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ITr. This store that thou tellost me of is 1 1 is, 

^ e. Alas, alas ! llere are hesules these ra°*s (Irvinfull of 
pome offensive matter from a sore. 

Ul. The man evidently is an inhabitant of these parts, 
and is somewhere not far off. For how should a lame man, 
diseased with a fatal malady, of old standing, go out to anv 
distance ? No, but either for food hath he gone forth on his 
way 1 , or it lit' knows of some pain-assuaging plant anywhere. 
Send, therefore, the man who is here to spy out", that he 
may not light on me unobserved, since he had rather lav 

1/ % ^ Jr * ' 

hands on me than all the other (Jreeks. 

N h. Nay, he is both on his way thither, and the path shall 
be watched ; but do thou, if tliou dcsircst might, instruct me 

o * 

bv thv next words. 

Ui*- Sou of Aclullcs, it becomes tlice to act a brave part in 
• he work for which thou hast conns not merely in thy person, 
but i;i thou shouldst hoar aught new, whereof thou hast not 
heard before, to lend aid therein, since thou art here an 
assistant. 

Nr. What then dost thou bid me do? 

Ur. It needs thou consider] how speaking thou shall bv 
thy words cajole the mind of Fhiloctetcs. When he asks thee 
who and whence thou art, say, "" 11 u' son of Achilles,*' ^this 
must not be concealed,) “and that tliou art sailing home- 
wards, having abandoned tlie naval armament of the (brooks, 
hating them with great hatred, for that having with suppli¬ 
cations fetched thee to conic from thy home, possessing these 
only means of taking Troy, they thought thee not worthy of 

•r * T * * ** * 

Achilles* arms, to give them thee when arrived and of right 
demanding them; but on the contrary transferred them to 
Ulysses 3 ,'-venting whatever abuse, the lowest of the low 4 . 


KuTa\ptj(TTtKio(; tf upt^tt 


% 

z* 


1 Suidas, quoted l»y Wunder, fnaro^ . , . 

*i 7ro toitov mj to7T0P. Seo Hermann. 11 . 

J A mute personage, who Imd accompanied them. It 

3 The contest concerning the arms of Achilles was solely between Ajax 
and Ulysses; we have no account that Ncoptolemus laid claim to them. 
Ah Philoctctcs, however, had been absent during the whole alluir, Ulysses 
was at- liberty to substitute Ncoptolemus in the room of Ajax, especially as 
his being the son of Achilles naturally justified his pretensions to the arms 
ot his lather. The fiction was therefore probable. Franklin. 

4 Gluster, in his instructions to Buckingham to pave the way for Ids 
assumption of the crown, goes even further than this, ami commissions 
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pain me ; bufif thouwil^nl^doTh^+h ° f this ’ wilt thou 

into all the Greeks. For if the bow m7 stri J £G , ^ 
be not procured it is not fL It* b ° and arrows of this man 

But that I havenot and tho w t0 Sack the Dardanl plain, 
with this man, learn of mo SUre , aad safe communion 

oath to none, nor on common U kas , t SfuIed ’ bound by 
but none of these can he d • S”? 1 ’ 0n tke first expedition: 
master of his weapons he shall mC ’ So T that ’ if while 

and shall involve thee in mv v ' \ e * me ’ ^ am undone, 
this very point must ho o, y . l . n by being with thee. But 

be by stealth the possessor aTthe 7 de '’ lse <b that thou mavest 

O youth, that thou art nm / eS n tle ? S arms ’ 1 aware, 
words, nor to contrive evil Th^r 7 - lnchn , ed to utter such 

to gam the possession of victmw^V* 18 de %htful 
again will we show ourselves „r>." '1 daia 11 » but afterwards 
brief portion of a day resign thwnif?' however for the 

and then for after time'°be caUed JL™ 0 ^ s h. a “ ele ssnes3, 
men. caUed the most religious of all 

Ne. Son of Laertes fho r • i 

them I also abhor to practice Fn ^ 1 glievc to bear, 

thmg with evil treachery nefthor^ my natm ' e is to do uo- 
my father’s that begot me B,,Tt nor ’ as the 7 say, 

man by violence, and not bv cmfJ *7 r f ady to carr y off the 
one foot overpower so many as we n? k® T H not with but 
having been sent as thy coadiutoT r 7 7 TCe ' Yct ^ill, 

basely prevail. d lather fad acting nobly, than 

Ue. Son of a noble father T tnn r 1 

atner, I too formerly in youth pos- 

him to charge his 

" iZL. ™ 1 te . V" ’“ i “• 

J “ S „ , ,7“" b> «» «»— - «- Tro- 

tT AiT P lUS ' IIom * H. XXIII Ofl? 

And n th^ Wd S hiS Podar « us brin'gs. 

Whom rich EcbepolifJ °/ the kin S of kings, 

3 To ’scape the ^ar to i^ rich than b ™*,) 

duct tV S M 0t tQ , be won dered LtthttTU^ "° n » ave - Pope. 

own system of action. “ 1049 ’ we *nd him glorying fn^tls'lds 


IT 
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sessed a slow tongue and active hand 1 ; but now having gone 
forth to the test, I see among mankind the tongue and not 
the deeds, bearing rule in every thing. 

Ne. What else then hast thou bid me, but to utter false¬ 
hood ? 

Ul. I bid thee seize Philoctetes by stratagem. 

Ne. But what needs there take him by stratagem rather 
than persuasion ? 

Ul. Think not he will be persuaded: but by force thou 
couldst not take him. 

Ne. Hath he then confidence in his strength so for¬ 
midable ? 

Ul. He hath unerring arrows, that send death. 

Ne. What then, dare not one even approach him? 

Ul. No. at least if he entrap him not by craft, as I advise. 
Ne. And dost thou not then hold it base to utter false¬ 
hoods? 

IJl. No, at least if the lie brings safety. 

Ne. With what face then shall one dare to say all this? 
Ul. When thou doest aught for advantage, it suits not to 

recoil. 

Ne. But what advantage to me is his going to Troy: 

Ul. These weapons alone will take Troy. 

Ne. What, am not I then the destined destroyer, as ye 

declared ? 

Ul. Neither couldst thou be without them, nor they with¬ 
out thee. 

Ne. Then must they be our prize, it indeed it be so. 

Ul. Truly, if thou do this, thou wilt get thyself two 

rewards. 

Ne. Of what sort? for having learnt I would not refuse the 
doing it. 

Ul. Thou wouldest be called at once wise and good. 

Ne. Be it so, I will do it, having laid aside all shame. 

I i . Dost thou then remember all that I have advised tliee ? 


1 Such is Shakspeare's description of Troilus:— 

The youngest son of Priam, a true knight, 

Not yet mature, yet matchless: firm of word: 

Speaking in deeds, but deedless in his tongue. 

Troilus and Cressida, act 4. sc. 5# 
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S' 5n tfr!? 1 d °u-T V l hat 1 have «ce consented 1 , 
gone lest being present I tediscoveredT'a^I 5 wm‘sendee" 

se^ 

mfstei" k tfat h r e °may 1 iw^be^co^nized'^o 1113 ^ 111 ^ 16 ^' sbi ^ 

■speaking cunningly 3 , gather thou of hi« m j W i >m ’ son » 

time whate’er may profit us But T til * *°? time to 
committing all this tn th , 1 Wl11 S° to the vessel, 

patron of deceit 4 , be our guide and VWor^Tr^ ^ ercui T> 
ness of cities, who ever protect; me 7 M “ firva > P atro ' 

land a stranger Jhid4 oSviiat^Jav^ 11 ^^ - 1, xn a stran ge 
me. For te°ll 

judgment, in him by whomsoever tu p°. ntllva nce , as does 
is swayed. And to theen?yson tlu In™ SCep l re ° f Jove 
time hath come : wherefore ‘declare to me 7 uT^h f fr °“ ° Idea 
ful for me to do thee service. hat xt ls need * 

? 4 »5SX 1 b 0 M,°” ? c S P M » • 

tod ™ jfcer S b»u come, e„e r ii„g 

t‘ n oVTt = ^i-serfrom^gThea " Neo P toI ^us 

ness of wluch lie is conscious. ^ again hearin S advice of the base- 
t]le P ers °n mentioned v 4^ 

Withhnu. Herm. Tr.—W hy not the same > S " var '^ wh om Ulyssas had 
4 n oikiXwc, varie, versute Thi« T • V See w “nder. B. 

M,™ “ t V f MW- Ja.’S* „■««• i- *»d m 

ri&tt&nssaS 8 „ th . A J 

s°™«Z £ S XZ S ’ H d aPPearS t' ler eforTL C ^ e t r he e I f Xof e t r h beinS f* 

W- 1L X 2 ™ pr ° teCti0n ° f Ulysses is wefi known : e v ?lja" 

(T0< pt$ 8’ av <ro<ptav 

T ° Mot Zwi-TTF., pro Sic^rf^^u-^-^ lp ' CEd. Tvr v flna 

• To , 2 h 39 ; xv , u -' • ■>»“ Vii «“»■ n. m: v. lj 6 

tw 1 th ;„ transla tion as now riven ' w „„ 

doors^iLs^^ras 5 it w qUeDt r y asks whethTphitoctete?^ n ° ° bjeCti ° n 

of lurking somewhere near ^ f ° r the “ ia -oh a plLetosu^eaLm 
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do thou, ever at my beck 1 , endeavour to be of present 
service. 

Cir. Thou speakest. O prince, of a care by me long since 
cared for, to watch thine eye especially for thy occasion. But 
now tell me in what kind of dwelling he is the settled inha¬ 
bitant, and what place he tenants : for this it were not inop¬ 
portune for me to learn, lost he having approached from any 
quarter escape mv notice. What spot, or what abode is his; 
What path takes he ? within his dwelling, or without 3 ? 

Ne. This habitation with double entrance of the rocky lair 
that thou scest, is his. 

Ch. And where is the wretched man himself away from it? 

Ne. It is clear to me at least that in want of food he is 
furrowing his tread 3 hither, somewhere near ; for report says 
that lie exercises this mode of sustenance, sad sadly 4 shooting 
beasts with winged arrows, nor does he procure him any 
healer of his woes. 

Cir. X truly pity him, that, no mortal caring for him, nor 
having any companion eye, he wretched, ever solitary, sickens 
with a fierce disease, and helplessly languishes 6 in every want 
that arises to him. ITow, how does the hapless man ever 
support it ? O toiling hands of mortals ! O luckless races of 
men, to whom destiny is untoward! He perchance being in¬ 
ferior to none, though of the noblest houses, destitute of all in 
life, lies alone apart from others, with the dappled or the 
shaggy beasts, pitiable both in pain and hunger, possessed of 
an incurable toil: while Echo with her babbling tongue heard 
afar is borne along by his bitter shrieks 6 , 

t Hermann thinks 'rrpbq xtTprc to be the same with tlie Latin 
manum, i.e., ui statim uti (e possim ; and rentiers tpatbpioTvbv wori x* 7pa 
from the Agamemnon, qui press to eat hilari vuttu ad omnia ojicia ; a 
version few admirers of Aeschylus will be inclined to adopt. 

s These reiterated questions well denote the dread of the Chorus, after 
they have been.already informed by their lord himself, (v. 31.) that Phi- 
lootetes is not within. 

3 oyptvtiv rtrifSov est viam deinceps prosequi, sinnlitudmc a mctentibus 

repetita. Herm. Tr.—C f. Xenopli. Cyr. II. 4. 40. B. ^ 

4 GTvytpov ffTvyepibt:. Herm. Tr. —Wunder adopts Brunch s apvyt- 

a6v (TLivytptoCt a word nowhere used in Tragedy. B. 

6 'A\vu, cuhipovt't, Schol., which latter wOrd is used in the New lesta- 

meat to express the vehemence of our Saviour s agony. 

c The mockery of Echo is finely imagined here, and may almost bear a 
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cannot but be by the province of the £ 0 ds that he ends 

aim the deities' invincible weapons* a^ainst T h sho ? ld not 

should elapse, at which ’tis said by these she ^ Tf 6 time 
come. J tucsc & ne must be over- 

Cn. Be silent, mv son. 

Nb. What's this ? 

Cir. A noise arose natural to man n«‘r.y „ 
somewhere hereabouts; or a,ere The i “ l )a “. 

S“ its:, f"Si i»r & 

Ae. I ell me what. 

but in the place, not trollino- thefmfshfif CUt of his abode, 

pain 3 he shrieks his violent 

inhospitable station; for dreadful is his tutor ° U1 ’ VesseVs 

comparison with the. sublime cassia t ^ 

Byron has quoted in his notes to tbe^rideff a iff tern ta,e which Lord 

to Hm-mann iff fl W os '. n - «• The order 
1 have follo'wefn^T"/ T f (l > a ^IC, i. e.,’ r,,Xo CTf d^l, 

««'* d(? and iwdfraff’ «*»,, Hapu’—aV aTT*”' f— 

1 There arl tt ’ w °X«ra t . Wunder c J . to fiaon. 
iic.re die tv\o accounts nf fli« naer is uncertain, ft 7 

K3»pCS“." 2,;“; 

fcwlAtTf' “««r> 

fortune to the v! 3t « ua «ied the spot The J “ Greeks > was 
with h lto ttF&Zl?' h «ven, fr his iff, ,f‘'ff« h» »i“ 


niemben ^ liia narrnn v „ __ v ^ 

They Who have made ■ s arrows on the guilty 

S'££S«. 

SS?or th.«“S " Vtfc' ?"»' 

.. J /3<-? fW ^rows from Apollo 

tpwoj >T 0 g. B. r 5 pr ® dolore.” c f. v. 206 
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What 


Piiieoctetes. O strangers, who can ve be that with 

o 7 * ■ 

mariner s oar have put into this land, neither good of har¬ 
bourage nor inhabited 2 ? For what possible country or race 
should I be right in saving you were ? For the array of your 

O •*/ Q v v v 

dress is that of Greece, my best-beloved: but I would hear 
your voice: and do not recoiling with horror be astounded at 
me thus brutalized, but in pity to an unhappy man, lonely, 
thus forlorn, friendless, and in pain, speak to me, if indeed ye 
come as friends. Hut answer in your turn 2 , for it is not just 
that in this at least either you should be disappointed in me, 
or 1 in you. 

V 

Ne. But, stranger, know this first, that we are Greeks, for 
this tliou wouldst learn. 

Pir. O accents most dear! Ah! to think that I should 
hear the voice o such a man after so long a time ! 
need, my son, put thee in, what brought thee hither? 
impulse ? Which of the winds, most friendly? Tell me all 
this, that I may know who thou art. 

Ne. I am by birth from the wave-girt Scvros 3 , and I am 

v O * 

sailing homewards : and am called the son of Ac hilles, Neop- 
tolcmus. Now thou knowest the whole. 

I * 11 . > son of a sire most dear, of a land beloved, thou 

nursling of the aged Lyeomedes, with what armament hast 

o n j 

thou touched at this and? whence voyaging? 

Ne. From Ilion then now at least, mark me, I steer my 
course. 

Ph. How saves! tliou? For surely thou wort not our 
fellow sailor in the beginning of our voyage to Trov. 

1 It must not be supposed, from these and similar expressions through¬ 
out the piny, that, Lemnos was entirely uninhabited, sinre the descendants 
of the Argonauts dwelt there—and llomer (Od. VI11. 2S,’D rails the 
island li’KTi/iM'oi' *rr»»AdfJpoi'—but only those parts of it which Plulor- 
tetes inhabited, whose range must necessarily, from his lameness, ha\o 
been very confined. 

J The silence of Neoplolomus in this place is caused by his pity, and 
the necessity of recovering himself, in order to play his port in the stratu- 
gom of Ulysses. Hermann. 

»* Seyros is an island of the /Kgean, about thirty miles north of KuIhx'm, 
and belonged originally to tin* Pelasgians and Carians; it was thither that 
Thetis sent Achilles, to prevent his joining the armament to Troy, and 
there that hero became father of Nroptolcmus by Dridamia. daughter of 
Lyeomedi's, the king of the island. Neoptolemus consecpicntly was 
educated to consider Seyros ns his home, although l'thiolis was his lather s 
inheritance. 
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Ne. How, didst thou also take part in that labour > 

f/ 1 - My s °u, knowest thou not me, on whom thou lookest* 

e. \\ hy how should I know thee, whom I have never 
seen before? 

rummn- * h ° U ? eVC T heard m y name even, nor any 

rumoui oi my miseries, whereby I was ruined? 

Ne : Be assured I know nothing of the things of which thou 
questionest me. ° CIL 

f ° fi reatIy - t wret ®ked that I am, and hateful to the gods 
' om us situated not even a report has pervaded mv 

tW 8 ’ ^ Where , else in the kud of Greece: but tlmy 

disease s "everTirutnt *"' 7 ’• laUSh in sileu ce, while my 
_i i +1 1S e ' ei A1 i u ^ en t» an< 3 increases more and more n 
child, thou son of Achilles thy father I nm hm i A 

parf»p, hearest of « lord of kTS, of H^cokl p"u„“ 

phalcmans’ king have thus basely cast out destitute^ , he t Ce ' 
awaybya cruel disease, bavin- been striken lu + i’ 

^Pressure of the deadly serpeat wLJevdth if* 

havang put me on shore here abandoned, went off at the 4°“’ 
expedition. Then eagerlv L™ here Wlth tlleir naval 

«o£mg « the “a “ “S l™ “ ■»«<* 

01 ehed rook, they left me and departed w;"‘‘S* 11 “ 0 ®- 
few rags as for a wretch like m e P add ’al«e g de Posited a 

lhou e tb° f f ° 0d2 ’ SUch as ° that they miSt have 6 ' ^Th 7 
thou then, my son, with what an awakement T,' ’ r Thln , kest 

at that time, when they were gone wW ^ T from sleep 

di-eadful shrieks I uttered, behofding Ill the shins ^ ^ 

& aii me snips gone, com- 

2 This was also the case when anv nT10 Po P, e ’ s U- B. II. 766. 

emnej to be buried alive, lest pollution shoiThi ^ ancients was con- 
^nd in Antigone. Th^ Tlnmuno ° n s “°ula coraeupon the land -> c 

t°hev he C ° QVicted o^SrHl e a n r. tom their 

they might happen to have.” Tr -On ho translates it, -such as 
became almost proverbial, Matthim ap^ositelfreTs f Phi, ° cte ^ which 

tohZT- 7 ? «cV £ ira P t tiXf lxX> "^°i Ph - f charn - 

TOV 7T TOixov Atyatg. B. * > aAkAk V ^iXokt^tov to. 
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manding which I was sailing, and not a human being on the 
spot, nor one to assist me, nor to unite in casing my disease 
while I sutiered with it 1 , 13ut, regarding all things, I found 
nought present but affliction, but of this, my son, large store. 
So in time my days passed on, and I was compelled alone to 
minister every thing for myself under this humble roof. What 
was needful for my stomach this bow procured, striking down 
the fluttering doves ; and then to whatsoever my nerve-strung* 
arrow would pierce, I hapless would roll myself 2 , dragging 
after me my foot towards it. And if I wanted to procure me 
aught to drink, and when the frost was scattered, as in winter, 
anywhere to break up some wood, this would I wretched 
creeping forth contrive. Then woidd there be at hand no fire, 
but rubbing stone on stone, hardly did I elicit the hidden light, 
which ever preserves me. For this covered cave inhabited 
with fire supplies me all but freedom from disease. Come, 
my son, now shaft thou learn the state of the island. To this 
no mariner willingly draws near, for there is no harbour, nor 
whither voyaging he may traffic for gain, or be hospitably 
received. Nor hither are the voyages of the prudent among 
men. Now haply some one hath against his will touched 
here, for many such cases might occur in the protracted time 
of man. These when they come, my son, compassionate me 
indeed, in words, and sometimes in pity they have bestowed 
on me in addition some portion of food, or some raiment: 
but that one thing, when I shall mention it, wills none, to take 
me safe home, but wretched I am perishing* now this the 
tenth year, in hunger and in misery feeding my ravenous 
malady. Tlius have the Atridoo and Ulysses' might, my 
son, treated me, to whom may the gods of heaven one day 
give themselves to sutler u requital of my wrongs 4 . 

* For the construction of. Enrip. Med. 9*16. ZvWijyf/vftcu rovds 
trot Kay to 7 ravov, Aristoph. Vesp. 733 trot .... £i*\Afq*/3d*'ei rov irpay- 
jt n ro(j. II. 

3 44 K/Xr/i/o/r, iib ti\v<o vel ttXvfii, valro, vevto : liitio ftXeo/tat, vet'fo 
mr t i. c., proffcixcor. Imprimis vcvro dc diflieultor ofc rcgre incedontibus 
dicitur, quare llesyehius interpretatur per r*rp« Troth of. v. 702, quern 
locum Ilcsy chius torsi tin i respexit.'* Bnrby. 

a Sophocles docs not mention whether or no Pliiloetetes became recon¬ 
ciled to the Atridue and Ulysses ; but this his curse was amply fulfilled on 
Affnmomnon, who was murdered by his wife; on Menelaus, who was car¬ 
ried by n storm to Egypt, and was eight years in returning to Sparta; and 
on Ulysses, whoso wanderings and distresses arc well known. 
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Ch Methinks I- too, son of Poias, compassionate thee 
equally with the strangers that have arrived hither. 

Jne. Nay I too myself, a witness to thee in these thv words 

■know they are true, having met with the Atrfdm and tho 
mighty Ulysses to be bad men. 011(1 the 

1 rx. TV hat, hast thou also anv charo-n +1 T1 

accursed Atridm, so as bein- wronLd g \ t , he ° U ' 

N*. Be it mine with Zy hand to Jut that rf * ^ ? 

that both Mycenae and Spmta may kLw that Sev^t ^ 
the mother of puissant men 7 1 * b > 10b to ° 18 

ATt? v -r> • T ^ LliAb neice anger? 

i\E. bon of Poias, I will declare vpt 7-,^ 01 T 

the wrongs wherewith T *,* i*. \ *1 ^ hardly can I speak 

For when 8 F^fpr Jaded thatT,! -n \ ^ ^ ««ival 

Pxr. Ah me! tell me r„! fi .t hlIIeS T should die - 

first, if the son of Peleus be dead 610 * ShaU have learnt this 

But I »m/t a iS, "y tn!'“h'SLo r th f ^- v " “<>. *>'». slain’, 
thy suffei'ings, or inoumhim! Gt 01 1 ShaU &St in( l uire into 

least®’unhappy^Janf'so^that Aou^h^Tf SUffi ° e thee at 

neighbours’. * thou sll °uldst not bewail thy 

Phou hast said ri^htlv ttu n 

s X~ h xf^ P«d*i;r “» d 

*; ooUe ^ ^ 

H ° mer ’ ’ rt ° makes the Hector utter the f oUow!ng 
1 et think a day win come h 

, angl 'y S° ds shall wreak fl.u „ S decree 
Phoebus and Paris shall avenge mvTf ° a thee: 

And stretch tliee Wr, J 1 yy fate, 

3 ? ee no !v 011 Ajax, V. 970. > ° ° le tllis Scaran gate. 

X^Krfprjc a t6\oc Cf^ Used for fc he head of a shin r ^ u r> 
TrocKiXocrroXoc vkur \ aK P° aro ^ l °v, Pindar Pyth IT P n‘?? C -J 1 ’ 1 ' Pers * 4 0fl. 
Wunder. One tmn.l f ^. sense above assigned Wui, 4 '! 1 shcu ld take 
forced. B ° ne tr “ Slat ° r a, ‘ d 

Phoenix, a™ a___ . 1 w hich seems 


< Phoenix ,nn r a which 


seems 
s per- 
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true indeed, or false, that it could not come to pass, since mv 

father had fallen, that any other but I should take Troy. 

* * 

This, O stranger, they stating thus, I delayed me no long¬ 
time, so as not to sail speedily, most particularly indeed out 
of affection for the deceased 1 , that I might see him unburied, 
for I had never beheld him. Next however fair renown pre¬ 
sented herself, if by my going I might take the castle of Troy. 
And now it was the second day of my voyage, and I with 
favouring oar was gaining* the hateful Sigrcum, when instantly 
on my landing, the whole army in a circle began to embrace 
me, swearing that they beheld alive again Achilles then no 
more 2 . There then was ho lying. But I, the miserable, not 
long after that I had wept over him, having come to my 
friends tlie Atridoe, as was reasonable, demanded of them 
the arms of my father, and all else that was his. But they 
spake, ah me ! most shameless words : “ Son of Achilles, all 
else that w'as thy father's it is allowed thee to take; but of 
those arms another warrior now is master, the son of Laertes.” 


And I in tears forthwith rise up to go in deep resentment, 
and indignant answer, “Wretch ! and have yc dared to give 
my armour to any in my stead, ere you learnt my pleasure 
But Ulysses said, for he happened to be close by : “Yes, boy, 
in justice have they given me these, for I w as present to save 
them and their master 3 .*’ And I enraged instantly began to 


suasion entered into un intrigue with a favourite mistress of Ins father, was 
detected, and, as some say, blinded by that monarch. He then quitted 
his country for the court of Peleus, who persuaded Chiron to restore him to 
sight, and conferred on him the sovereignty of the Dolopinns. In grati¬ 
tude for these favours lie undertook tho tuition of Achilles, and accom¬ 
panied that hero to the Trojan war, at the close of which he returned with 
Pyrrhus, and died in Thrace. V. I, IX. 448. 

1 Hermann hero recommends us to avoid a strict inquiry into dales, since 
if Achilles left the eouvt of Lycomedos for Troy, Ncoptolemus could be 


only ton years old. 

a Lavy has a similar passage 13. XXI. c. 4 :— ri Missus Annibnl in IIis- 
paniam prime statim adventu omnem exordium in so convcrtit. Amilearem 
vivontern reddituin sibi veteres niilites credere, oundetn vigorem ill vultu, 


vimquo in oculis, hubiturn oris, Imeamentuque tucri.” Tit.—Compare 
Iierodian. I, 10. 13. 


8 In unison with this, Ovid makes Ulysses thus express himself: 


Mo miseruml quanto cogor meminisso dolore 
Tcinporm illius, quo Orniuni murus Achilles 
Proeubuitl nee mu laohrynuc luotuevo timorve 
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assail them with every word of reproach, framing 1 no bail im¬ 
pel lect, if he m ere to bereave me of mine arms. But he thus 
situated, even though he is not choleric, wounded at what he 
heard from me, thus replied : “Thou wert not where we were 
but absent where thou oughtest not to have been. And these 
also, since thou speakest also thus bold in tongue, think not 
thou sha t ever sail hence to Scyros possessing.” Having 

home ward ' Vlth sucl \ taunts a « these, I am sailing 

Ulysses. And I blame not him so much as those in power’ 
Foi a city is all its leaders', and so is a whole combined 
lost; but they among mankind that are dishonourable 

has aif MS* ^ ? C Pre f Pt ? ° f their teachers - My tale 
has all been told: and may he that abhors the Atridm be as 

miicli beloved by the gods as he is by me 

0 mountain Earth, nurse of‘all, mother of Jove him 
self, who hauntest the ample Pactolus rich in gold even them 
O venerable parent, I prayed to thee, when on Neontolemns 

Avhen they gave from him his fathers arm* *h» it 8 , ,’ 

aa lmii A’ t &ims, tnou olosscd cod- 

respect to the son o*f Laertes. 6eated ’ aS a mark of supreme 

of a token 2 plabi^nough^tQ 1 t Seem . s ’ 

your complaints,] so as for tt»p tA ^ ‘ ? lee rae [in 

doings of the Atridae and Ulysses p^°f luze tbese fw the 

UI 3 sse s- r or I am quite sure that 

His rd hu r r e ri S qu h, n , c r pus h T° subiime re{ ™ ; 

Et simui arma tuli. qUam ' bumerls «S° corpus Achillis 

1 The Chorus appealed to Rhea on f-W „ detain. L. XIII. v . 280. 
country in which they then were for ri t OC( l a , slon as cl) 'ef deity of the 

ancients considered the same with Cvbele was generali/ by the 

(of which Pactolus is theprSalsw; 7^ hi P^d chiefly in Lydia 

ZrZX ^ ridi " g ° n a c « *awn Ty t he li!i‘ ^ ia ' Sbe is 

Changed Hippomenes and Atalanta • but Eirh 1 Jnto wh 'ch she had 
life* ‘ r ° f tUlls des W the change frfmlavaS V KSent 

f! s\ .1 o c LO CIV 



2 On f-Vi / n wvuiaea 

friends oASfouA" Slf ^1““°“ »J Persons , b * 

*■ P- 410, i Kaviv ion * ie ™. } .' " e . e M us&rave, who refers to Aristf,! 

Tt) £ Mutual misfortune 10 “ ^°/* £ dvrori 

iloctetes and Xeoptolemus. B. Was the between 
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lie would attempt with his tongue every evil word and villany 
by which he purposes in the end to work nothing honest* 
Jiut tins to me at least is not at all a wonder, but it were so 

durecfit*“ &ceater wore thcre to witness all this, and en- 

Ne. He was no longer alive, my friend; for never while 
he li\ ed at least had I thus been plundered. 

Pir. How sayest thou r And is he too dead and gone ? 

tire that he is no longer in life. 

Ph. Ah me unhappy! Put not the son of Tydeus 1 , nor 
the bargain of Sisyphus to Laertes, they surely cannot be 
dead r For they should not live. 

Ne No indeed. Pe sure of that at least. No, they are 
flourishing finely at present in the Greek host. 

„ • But what of him who is aged and yet stout, the friend 

.oi x hiloctetes, Nestor the Pjlian, is he yet alive ? For he 
surely had checked their crimes, taking wise counsel. 

Ne. He indeed is now faring badly, since Antilochus, the 
only child he had 3 , is dead and lost to him. 


1 Ah me ! tidings equally dire hast thou brought me 
of those two, of whose death I had least been willing to hear. 
Alas. alas . to what then must one look, when they are dead, 

&iid TJlysscs ^ et lemains even there, where in their room he 
ought to be spoken of as dead? 

N e. An artful combatant is lie \ but even artful designs, 
O Philoctetes, are often thwarted. 

Pir. Come, by the gods I ask, tell me where in that season 

was thy friend Patroclus, who was thy fathers best- 
beloved ? J 

Ne. lie too bad fallen. But in a few words X will instruct 
thee iu this. W ar purposely carries off no wicked man, but 
ever the virtuous. 


* We do not find hitherto any mention of Diomed as having 1 incurred 
the wrath ot Philoctetes, but his known intimacy with Ulysses, and 
infamous conduct to IJolon, afford strong suspicions of his having joined 
in the wrong done to the son of Poias. 

* Anticlea, will? of Sisyphus, was pregnant when she married Laertes. 
See Ovid. Met. xiii, 31, sqq. and Hermann. B. 

3 Nestor had seven sons, two of whom accompanied him to the Trojan 
war. The epithet ^ iovoq , here applied to Antilochus, is usually supposed 

to mean the survivor of these two. Antilochus was slain by Memnon the 
Avthiopiun. 
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I bear thee witness * *imr) iw, +i ■ 

M'ill now question thee of a worthless bein '™'a '^T niI ,° 1 
tongue and cunning, what is his rm.ri.r n ' J,t ' s!,ro " tl oi 

p T ;- T c 1 11 dost tllou ask this, save Ulysses - 

».»sr r ^ 

"$»&* ■■ .•?—«•* *>'»>■»h f d”Jc"to" o,,c c » uij 

Ph. Ho^mikclv r llcar(l ll - ,vas vet in being*. 

pt-iish. but of such'tbmgs'‘“° iIi ‘ l "r 1 * ° f cva 

pi ting from Hades 4 , but the just and \h!. } dvl .^ ht , il1 res- 
ever dismissing. Where m’Li * / u P*ight they are 

wherein approve, when, lauding the a^of t)^ to , acc0unt - 
the gods unjust? & Xilc acts of the gods, I find 

Ne. I, O SQn Q f (TY-nonS 

i '-Ltoean father, now henceforth from 

Thersites only clamour’d in the throrw 

Awed a bv°no t “ rbu, '» t of tongue: 

In scandal busv^n’re 7 "° T es l ,ect oontroil’d, 

Wth witty 

Scorn al, his joy, and ’ im 

js some awkwardnpcc {»» *1 Pope’s II. II o x m 

etTTETv OTTov tvwaraness in the expression or o,V * -x * , D * Trt - 

it's sns 

Herm on CEd. Col. 1. 120 Aft' r ’ V«P °" ee 

' * 11 otl >er authors say that hl V f \, U ^ dc ‘ stand «'VtTj». B ' '“ te 
scholiast attributes his death i • u 1 >Jy tIle hand of Achilla mi 

Sophocles ea r d"centem fe fa t ‘ m D **''*»*** e >’« 
faeiuus declinarent N eoptolemu m> n uae e ?, 1 " Prudenter 

• ’Saobile 

vol.n. § 380, 1. B . ° after ^ or. See jdf. GL (™' 

ShakspeareTh^doe^say Hector^° C ^ eS ’ Nestor, as in 

Since to this very Ther/f!!^^! ’ S , yonder ’ dealing life ” 

tfe* himself per- 

the 5 cSerSr' 

monl * md the ‘5^ 
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afar looking on both Ilium and the Atridce will beware of 
them, and where the worse is of greater power than the good, 
and all that is good is on the wane, and the coward prevails, 
these men never will I hold dear. No, the rocky Scvros 1 
hereafter shall content me, to pleasure myself at home. And 
now will l go to my vessel, and do thou, son of Poias, fare- 
wed 1, most well, and may the gods emancipate thee from thy 
disease, as thyself wishest. But let us begone, that when- 
soever the god shall grant us sailing, even then we may 
weigh anchor. 

Pit. Are ye now bound to sail, my son? 

Nr. Yes, for occasion invites us to watch a time not to sail 
out of sight of the ship rather than near it. 

Pit. Now by thy father and thy mother, my son, and by 

w v * V v 

aught that is dear to thee, if aught there be, at home, I a 
suppliant implore thee, leave me not thus forlorn and lonely 
in these afflictions, such as thou scest, and as many as thou 
hast heard I live in ; but take me into the bargain 2 . 

j o 

The annoyance, I well know, of this freightage will be great, 
yet still put up with it. To the generous, mark me, both 
baseness is hateful, and virtue glorious. But to thee, 
having left this undone, the reproach is not creditable, and 
having performed it, my son, the noblest meed of fair renown, 
should I live to reach tile CEtoean land. Come. The trouble, 
look you, is not that of one whole day. Determine on it: 
take and cast me ill whither thou wilt, into the hold, the 
prow, the stern, wherever I am least likely to offend thy 
mates. Assent, by Jove of suppliants himself, my son be 
persuaded. I fall at thy knees before thee, though I wretched 
am infirm and lame. Nay, leave* me not thus deserted, far 

V 

from any tract* of man ; hut cither take and carry me sale to 
thine homo, or to the abode's of Chaleoelon in Kulieva 3 : and 
thence mv voyage will not bo a long one to (Kta, and the 

i r 1 e ' 

rocky ridge* of Traclns, and tin* lair-flowing Sporcdioius, that 

j . , . . . 

thou mnvest present me to my dear lather, e)l whom it is long 
that I have* feared lest lie he gone from me ; since often did 

l * A r) y beeumo n Greek proverb, furnishing lnueh the same 

idea us a German tluehy or principality does to us. 

•* Nee llrunek’s note. r l'u.— i. e. 44 do your best tor me, without* trouble 

to yourself." Gf, Liddell, s. V. B. 

•* T *t frrrtO/ut are properly the anchorage for ships. CludeodOtl was ati 

ancient king of Kubtvu, father of Llephenor. V. 11. IV. v. 404. 
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I send for him by those who came hither, conveying to him 
suppliant entreaties that he would himself embarking rescue 
me and carry me hence to my home. But either he is dead, 
or, I suppose, my emissaries, as is likely, making my case of 
slight account, hurried their voyage homewards. Now, how¬ 
ever, since I am come to thee as at once my convoy and my 
messenger, do thou save me, do thou pity me, beholding 
how everything is doomed to man in trouble and in hazard^ 
to receive blessings, or the contrary 1 . But it becomes one 
while exempt from woes to look to the dangers, and when 
any one shall live prosperously, at that time most narrowly 
to watch his life, lest he be unwarily brought to destruction. 

Pity him, O king*: he hath recounted the struggles 
of many a trouble hard to bear, so many as may no friend of 
mine ever happen on. But if, O king, thou hatest the bitter 
Atridas, I for my part, transposing their evil to advantage for 
this man, would convey him thither whither he has mentioned 
to his home, on board my well-equipped, swift bark, avoiding 
the vengeful wrath from heaven. ° 

Ne. Beware thou, lest now thou be here a sort of casv 

person, but when thou hast been sated with the company of 

is disease, then thou show thyself no longer the same as in 
these words . 

•S H ‘ B y uo “ e ? ns \ This reproach it cannot be that thou 
wilt ever have in justice to rebuke me withal. 

x E. Nay, but it were base, that I should show myself 

stranger^ BuUf\° U “L fa J dn S seasonab le trouble for the 
strangei. But if it seems fit, let us sail, let him hasten with 

speed; for the ship shall carry him, and he shall not be re- 

1 Thus Horace, L. II. Od. 10. 

Sperat infestis, metuit secundis 

Alteram sortem bene praeparatum 

Pectus. 

the management of f * eU w,th Honce’a mle foe 

instructions previous, gi.en She S’taJ, “ l^optotem^br in ’ 1 “* 

»sfmoS^pteS'tte^tS? b "° h “* r “°“ r “ to “»» U 

Cl ■ ® d - »• 55? - -- w *** 
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fused. Only may the gods take us safe from this land at 
least, and to whatsoever place we wish to sail from hence. 

Pit. O day most beloved, O man most pleasing, and ye, 
dear sailors, how might I become manifest to you by deeds, 
how much attached to you ye have made me ! Let us be 
gone, my son, having hidden farewell with a kiss to my house¬ 
less abode within, that ye may learn ot me on what I con¬ 
tinued to live, and how stout of heart I was by nature, for I 
think that none else save me, having taken but a mere sight 
of them with his eyes, had endured all this; but I ot ncct - ssit^ 
was foret aught to he resigned to miseries 1 . 

On. Hold, let ns learn the matter; for two men, the one 
a mariner in thy vessel, the other a foreigner, arc coming, 
of whom having learnt Qtheir purpose] go ye afterwards 

within. . 

MKiteii ant. Son of Achilles, this, thc^ comrade of thy 

Yoyagc, who "was with two others the guardian of thj ship, I 
desired to tell me where thou mightest chance to be, since 1 
have fallen upon thee, not indeed supposing I should, but in 
a manner by chance having put into tins land. 1 oi being 
bound, as master of a vessel, with no large equipment, trom 
Troy homewards to Pepavethus 3 rich in the clustering grape, 
when I heard from the sailors that they were all the crews of 
thy vessels 3 , it seemed fit to me not silently to peifonn my 
voyage, until I had made a disclosure to thee, having met with 
a fair requital 4 . Perhaps thou knowest nought of wliat con- 

1 *Ay<tir$v is used in the same sense. Tn.—Cf. Blomf. on iEsch. 

Trom. II. und note on CKd. Tyr. 11. lb 

* Primrcthus is n small island in the Algeim sea, off the roast of Mace¬ 
donia, once celebrated for its vines and olives. Tu —lhere ismuch diffi¬ 
culty ami disturbance in the state of the following lines, which at present 
are far from satisfactory. In the edition by Mr. G. Burgos, a most 
ingenious and probable transposition of them is proposed, involving but 
little verbal nUerntion. See his notes on vss. 519—550, page 4 j ol 

Valny's edition! 11. _ 

#* Dob tee reads ffi>ri*n»rrnffroX»|K , drfCt winch XV under (who lws smeo 

changed his mind) and Burges (who has not) adopted. The article is 
ridiculously out of place, ns it can only mean, “they formedtho whole of 
your crew, r which is not the information wanted, \a s .i 

boon ffdmc, and retaining DolWs reading, the sense will.bo, thot 

tlunr all belonged to your crew ” or, " that they all were fellow-sailors 

** Commentators oro much divided on this passuge. Brwnclc condomu* 
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corns thyself, what are the new resolves of the Greeks touch¬ 
ing thy concerns 1 , nor merely resolves, but deeds now doiii" 
and no longer loitered in. 

NE. Nay a kindly gratitude 2 , for thy friendly care. O 

Un CSS * h " Ve > bCe “i b01U a viIlain * sha11 remain ; but 
do thou expound all that thou hast mentioned, that I nriv 

M™ R Gr ? eks me thou bearest. ' 

m pursuit of thee with a naval squadron. b 

suasion ?' lth intCnt t0 Cany mc back b T ^rce or by per- 

Nr *wv k !. 10 T T t ’ but havin S ^card am here to tell thee 

do This JwT d r, h ? U ^ hoenix antl the Partners of his voyage 
o tins thus hastily to pleasure the Atridce * ^ 

c o Mee. Be sure that all this is now doing.' and no longer to 

Nb. How then was not Ulysses voluntarily roadv tn 

Mee P H? and tT ^ ^ that withheld him } 
iuER. lie and Tydeus son were setting out -»fW +1 

warrior, when I weighed anchor ° “ C1 anotllcl " 

^ Who might this bo, for tvhom Uljsso, himself lvas 

*'*&■*<«* 

mcidissem, non silentio privs abire ot,a’ m Vf , ie,n ^ 

nihilfortasse nosti. There does nor ? l o! f 4 * dtceren ‘, de gnibus tu 

reason why 7rpo<7ni X oi/re should not be referr^to T' 1 ’n t0 “ ny 500,1 

sense in which the scholiast understands it Tn « h ° Usl ' not in the 
ter ea quae nuntiassem.” Wunder. 1 P r!eml0 “foetus prop, 

h X«pu’ ivuca in Plato, or alb ^ Slmil “r_ phrase to riVoe 

a % aaoaD ' which the P ec uhar construction f°. l, , bein e construed 

denotes friendly gratitude. ' Cf. Horn. ^iv. 1S y5’bdfo^Vl’O^ 

thelasUs Srated’fw ff d^tio^of' ° f their fatI *er, since 

with Diomed to demand Helen of the Tro 1 ' 8 " d th e former going 
daughter of Priam. This prince is *T Jans i se ^ced Laodicef thf 

—m ln Phry^ and on hi, return to 
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Mer. inhere was indeed a man—But first tell me of this 
man here, who he is ; and what thou sayest, speak not aloud. 

Ne. This before you is the illustrious Philoctetes, stranger. 

Mer. Now ask me no more, but with all speed sail hence, 

and away with thyself from this land. 

Ph, What says he, my son r What can be the reason that 
thus darkly the mariner trafficks in me in his words to thee r 

Ne. As vet I know not what he says, but it needs bespeak 
openly what he will sjieak, to thee, and me, and these here 

by. 

Mer. O offspring of Achilles, impeach me not to the army, 
as disclosing what I ought not. L doing them many a service, 
receive of them a fair requital, such as a poor man may. 

Ne. I am a foe to the Atridse 1 , and this is my dearest 
friend, for that he detests the Atridse: it is then thy duty, at 
least as coming well-a fected towards me, to conceal not a 
word of all thou hast heard before us. 

Mer. Look to what thou doest. my son. 

Ne. And long since I do consider. 

Mer. I will lay the blame of this on tliec. 

*/ 

Ne. Do so, but speak. 

Mer. I do. Against this man, these two, even as thou 
liearest, Tydeus son and the puissant Ulysses 2 , are sailing, 
under a solemn oath that positively they will either by words 
persuade and bring him back, or by the power of force. And 
this all the Greeks heard Ulysses openly declaring : for he 
had more confidence than the other, that he should effect all 
this. 

Ne. But on what account are the Atridse after so long a 
time so very anxious for this man, whom they now for a long 
season have driven and kept away? What is the want that 
has invaded them, or what force and indignation from heaven, 
that avenges wicked deeds r 

Mer. I will inform thee of all this throughout, for haply 
thou hast not heard it. There was a high-born seer, the son 

1 See Brunck’s note on the metre here, and also CEd. Tyr. 332. CEd. 
Col. 939. Ant. 458. 

2 To make his tale more plausible, the pretended merchant joins Piomed 
with Ulysses in this enterprise, as they were both eminent in infamy, both 
protected by Minerva, and usually partners to execute any scheme of 
treachery, such as the murder of Uolon or of Rhesus, or the theft of the 
Palladium. 
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; nnd ^ was caUed h 7 name Helenus 1 , whom he, the 
t y , J . sses ’ that hears of timself every base and insulting 

him, a noble booty: who thereupon foretold to them both 
S^tateSe 1 ^ n d ?? * C0U1 ? n0t be that *ey should 

pc K »aded Um £ IbeS ** T"* haTi ** 

island wheieon he is at present dwelling. And when the 
h f lin © ? Laertes heard the prophet uttering these words 

Jj “T*. —*» brig aid present to the Grech 

witVh“i„irt US L S T, 0Se ' l,a ' l "' a ,akc “ bim in preference 

Pit a\ ’u d , h0U hast a care for any other 

as . 1 ,etI “ !n - ,hatm,ar p» a *'»« 

well shall I be persuaded C ,° nA ^ me t° the Greeks? For as 
to light, as did his father* n t0 ^ fl '° m Hades 
Mee. Of this I know nothing- • but I will + i 

and may heaven aid you both as best Vmay g ^ VGSSC ’ 

should ever SpTbfSofc wo d^t S0 °- th “‘ Laertes ' 

and show me iS the midst of the GreStS"'^^.'’ °° ^ d ”S 

I listen to the viner m\r ± , eeKS * • Wo ? sooner would 

lame of foot 3 . But bv^iim ^ ^ an l e . 1 ma de me thus 

thing be attempted • Lid now^ T^*+if? n 6 Said and ev<?r y- 

1 ’ ana D0W 1 kaow that he will come. But 

Other authors differ in i 

!|j at Hel ® n “ s ' on the marriage of DeYphobS wifjf H for tlie y state 

to mount Ida, whence Ulysses carried him ^ 7 K lth „ Hel , en > r «u-ed in disgust 

a^ s foretold in this play to Philoctetes , 1 ^ *£ 

This alludes to a i 

death-bed, charged his wife Mero^ °{ S‘ s yphus, who being on his 

and on Sisyphus’ arrival in Hade S P he com *1 hlmanburied - She complied 
which he requested leave to punSi C ° m P lained to Huto of her imfiety 
to earth under promise of reWsk ™ k n W3S g rantsd , and he returned 

imself. No sooner had he reefing rf S °t,° n aS he should have avenged 

oath: for which h( , afterwardfpunished VCr ’ **» he viola tedhis 

compositis habet, ut «*, at in 

x 2 
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O my son, let us go, that a wide sea may part us 1 from 
Ulysses’ vessel. Let us begone : timely exertion, look you, 
when the labour is at an end, is wont to bring sleep and repose. 

Ne, Well then, when the wind in our bow shall subside, 
then will we sail, for now it sets against us. 

Ph. The season to sail is ever fair, when thou art flying 
from calamity. 

Ne. Nay. but these same winds are adverse to them. 

Prr. There is no wind contrary to pirates, when it is possi¬ 
ble to thieve and rob by forcc. 

Ne. Nay, if thou think tit, let us begone, when thou hast 
taken from within whatsoever thou most fcelest need of or 
desire for. 

Pn. Yes, there is whereof I have need 2 , though from no 
ample store. 

Nb. What is it, which at least is not on board my ship ? 

Ph. I have by me a certain plant, wherewith chiefly T am 
continually deadening my sore, so as thoroughly to assuage it. 

Ne. But bring it out. And what else art thou desirous to 
take ? 

1*11. If any one of these my arrows hath fallen beside me 
unheeded, that I may not leave it for any one to take. 

Ne. What, are those the celebrated bow and arrows, that 
thou art now holding ? 

Pit. They are, tor there are at least none else that I cany 
in my hands. 

Nb. Is it possible for me to take a close view of them also ? 
and to hold them, and salute them with a kiss 3 as divine ? 

1 Wo must read 6ai£y with Wunder and Burges, from Brunck’s emen¬ 

dation. 33. 

3 “ Act— a7ro. Tmesis est pro Sunt, guibus eg cam , nec multis 

tamen Buiby. Tu.—See Hermann. B. 

3 Tlpomcvcrtu has not always the same signification: vid. v. 7 76, where it 
means to mitigate by worship the anger of the gods, and to which there is 
a parallel expression in the last verse of the second Psalm. A kiss has in 
all ages, however, been considered as a mark of respect. Hence Cicero : 
Jbi cat ex cere simulaehrum ipsius I/ercttlis, quo non faerie quulquam 
dixerhn me vidissa ptUchriun—usque eo, jit dices, ut Hctum ejus ac men turn 
pauld ait attritius, quod in precibus et graiulationibus non solem id vene- 
rari, verum eliam osculari solent. Cie. in Vor. L, IV. 33. Such is the 
account given by travellers of the Ivuubu or sacred stone at Mecca also. 
Vid. Virg. JEn. II* 490. Tlbull, El. I. 44. Ovid. Trist. L. I. 44. 
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Ph T o thee at least, my son, both this and aught else of 
mine, that may advantage thee, shall be done * 

Ns. Indeed I long to do it, and thus I feel my Win* . ; f 

.t te allowable for me, I sbotrld wish it, butf if It 

Ph. 5ly son, thou both speakest rnniitlyr OY ,,i u * n 
able for thee at least, who afonc hast given me to behold t°v‘ 

on my friends, who hast raised m e d far^evonTm;^ 
wnen sunk below them. Couno-e • it -7 m , me enemies 

touch these arrows, and to return them tl f) 1Ven - tbce bot k to 
thou shouldest hereafter make it thy W thatTou nT *1 

that it was by a kind art,’™ T has ‘,handl«i them, seeing 

pleased me not, not tint I have „ 1-0 acquired tliem 1 , dis- 

friend: for whi^r f” 

received must be a friend above all pri c ™ ^ ie 

^E. fliou sliouldst go within. 

, ^" 3' End I will bring thee in ton r,,™ t 

to possess thee as my supporting aid 1 ’ 7 disease longs 

<-h. I have heard fully i n sto?v ™t + i T 

how that the all-powerful son of’ Itl t y 1 n ? ver witnessed, 

the invader of the couch of Joye and ^th CaUgllt Ixion2 ’ once 

to a whirling wheel*; but of no’othen Sf? e ? ptm C 1 hained h ™ 

ful than this man’s, who liavinl’ f°-° ined to a lot more hatc- 

fraudS but among the just a just m^n^hnp 0 ! 0116 by force or 

undeservedly. This wonder possess^ i ! beCn ruin ed thus 
he lonely listening to the breakers j f' hmv ever ’ever, 

1 Philoctetes had received th» d hlI1S ar ° Und ’ how in 

cules, and particularlv the kin rinlTi," 1 /^ 3 '' 11 for ^ services to Her 
supposes a line to be omitted in the 0^1.’P iIe on ®ta. Hermann 
WW, construing ci with a K 9ou a , if ^ te , Xt ^ Cre ’ and reads ^wv Ka l 
passage seems capable of the version riven^ b ® P ! aced afte r Sovvai the 

Scholiast, which, coii^ 

s story is too well known woul< ^ re store good sense Tt 

“ The rep “‘“"“- Hermann r«4. 


M 

£ 
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truth lie could have supported an existence so thoroughly 
pitiable : where he 1 was his only neighbour, having no power 
to walk, nor any neighbour of liis ills, dwelling in the place, 

to whom he might wail forth his echoed groan*, his. 

painfully gnawing, blood-stained; nor any, who might with 
gentle herbs assuage his most fevered blood bubbling from 
the wounds of his" empoisoned foot, should any come to hand*, 
and might gather it from the fostering earth.’ For then when 
his soul-gnawing torture might relax, would lie crawl like a 
babe witnout Ins kind nurse, now to this store now to some 
other, whence he could have easy relief, not gathering the 
sou ed nutriment of holy earth, nor of other food wherewith we 
enterprising 5 men support ourselves: except if ever by the 
winged arrows of his bow striking from afar he might procure 
food foi his stomach. .A.li wretched soul! that* for ton Ion**" 
years he was not gladdened with the beverage of the flowin''- 
wine-cup, but gazing on the stagnant waters ' 1 wherever he 

1 This appears better suited to comedy than tragedy, and to company 
with the proxifnwt s urn ct/omct mill/, or the often minted ver.-c, “ None hut 
hiinsclt (.in be bis parallel, Herman says tt ju>oroopoc in Herodotus sig¬ 
nifies ncir/ltbnut'infj; but that Ionic form is, unless I am totally mistaken, 
inadmissible in the tragedians. With them irpoirovpoc, like fa rovpotf, is 
derived from <>3poc> vent ns sccnixlus; 'iv‘ aiirbs ijv 9p6oovpo ( j then* will 

mean, in r/nrm locum ipse (jit a si secnixlo veiilo renerat. Tr. _But since 

x-uvpoc ((Ed. Tyr. 189.) and Stu'ovpoc (JJseh. Ag. 495) are used, why 
not. nponovpoc also? Dindorf now reads with Hothe, iroioovoor oils 

t\MV V. M, 

* Liiidemunn would read ir6vov ifWTrover, for o-rdvov AifrItVWOV. I 
fancy, with I In ninuny tlmt something has broil lost* ju’vhups a juu tifijilc* 

or substantive agreeing with oi/mri/pdr. Nothing ran he made of the 
text as it now stands. H. 

I ho scholiast interprets tvOifpoi) Oijoo^tiK'Tot*, Hermann translates it. 
"i«l* Hid.man efferaium, as lrO„L,. r", X „! X R . 571. alluding to ihe foul 
appearance ot the toot clotted with gore. 

llerm, / I rtC' tfiiTHTot, sc. cM/im*. Tlu* passage that follows is altered 

to suit llcimuuu s text* 1 u. \Ve must understand t rmtr* Hvf or some 
Bueh phrase, with II. 

6 This epithet is particularly applied to seamen and traders. Cf. Homer 
t)d. XIII. 21)1. Hymn, in A poll. fnS. \\. 

n 8c* Seo Button, and Jelf, Hk. Hr. T. II. § Obs* 6* This 

exactly correspond* to Homer's \pvxdc _dorotV* H. 1. i . B. 

* Prom thoio words of the Chorus Hermann infers, that the running 
stream mentioned in the beginning of the play was not represented on the 
srenc, and.that Ulysses from tlmt very eireumstaneo there subjoins ttirtp 

f (TTl ffiiiV* 
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be the matter, 
silent, and thus 


Ph. 

Ne. 

Ph. 


chanced to know it was, ever and anon would he add it to his 
food Now however, he shall end his life in happiness mid 
rise to greatness from those miseries, having met with the son 
of brave heroes, who m bark that walks thf main, in 
of many months, brings him to his paternal abode ofthe Weli-in 
nymphs, and beside the banks ofSpercheius, where the brayen 

in heaved, above the Zlfof S 8 °"’ 1,11 radl “‘ 

Cl 'f ° Ut ’ an . thou wiIt - What can 
that thus from no assignable reason thou art 
struck dumb are kept so? 

Pir. Oh ! alas ! alas ! * 

Ne. What is it! 

No harm. But proceed, my son. 

Js it that thou ffeelest 710 in * * 

Not I indeed* no r+h* i- r existing-ailment? 

it. 0 ye gods 1 ’ ’ v 1 am J ust no "' lightened of 

Ne. Why thus with groans dost fl.v,i. • t 

Ph. That they may come !l r ,nvote thc " ods ■ 

Oh! Oh 2 ! 7 7 our de hverers, and placable. 

Ne. What can he the matter with thee > ™;n n 

taconbnne 8 a ent , Xi<lu „ d ^ y «t«. 

my Ss^fromyou 2 X! "it pieiSs^ierc to F ** 1 

j T .. „ J pieices, pierces me through. 

Xhis alludes to the apotheosis nf w , 

-^ mereIy t0 denote a —■ Ss 

?sr °: ****>*-. whews 

Sr provins th - ^ ^ tCi t g c°io w u hic e h the s, r- 

3 » Philoctetes, feeling- the , e *ou s excuses for their 

thaNhs crLs\nd*^oa n g°^i^ S ^ m ' ; ° , ^eal anguis^ en ^g^ ^ > f ro "‘ c ^‘ n ?* 

wise, to leave him^behind • h?l in I , duce Neo Ptolem Us / in sn f ( .“ P n P /^ hensive 

powered by continual torture ? akeS , Sli S ht of it, therefore P «n J P* Pr °' 

stu-. Tins circumstance „ h ® ackn °wledges himself^V^ ? 0ver - 
poet, to stop the effeH- i tti S °^ se rve, is artfully *k unable to 
of execution! and wW c h°ff^ ySSes ’ stra ^m, whlchS, d f Wwn in by the 
the drama: this accident: 5 *f succeede( i, must of course 1 * J ° St ° n tlle P oint 
to introduce the remote B ”* a a S? to Z ^ ?“ end to 

opportunity of appearing Md h entanCe ° f Neo Ptolemus ?n’ SCrves 

P atld bnn S s ab °ut the caSpUr fcf« 
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744—744 


Pir. 
N 


K 


Unhappy, wretched me! I am undone, my son, I am gnawed 1 , 
my son. t Mi! alas ! alas ! alas ! by the gods, it* thou hast ready 
by thee to thine hand any sword, my son, strike me on the 
top of my foot, mow it off as quickly as possible, spare not my 

life. Come, O my child ! 

* 

Ne, Hut what is this fresh thing thus suddenly risen, for 
which thou utterost so much oi wailing and of groans for thy- 

ll J 

self! 

Ivnowest thou, son ? 

What is it r 

Pit. Knowcst thou, son ? What is this of thine 2 ? 

Ne. I 1 mow not. 

Pit. flow knowcst thou not? Woe, woe, woe 3 ! 

I 4 ranoklin, who does not appear to have remarked the sublime moral con¬ 
tained in this part ot tlu* play, which shows us how often our estimate of 
good or evil fortune is utterly false; and is the more striking, since it at 
once ha [Hess those very plans which Ulysses had endeavoured to recom¬ 
mend by the jrsuitieal doctrine of doing evil that good might follow, and 
asserts the right of Providence to produce good from the evil it has 

permitted. ^ 

* ibu/Kfn' and ppvx*Wf originally the same word, seem by custom to 
have taken different senses, the first manderc , the second frcndcrc . 
Berm. 

2 I have arranged the dramatis persotue according to Dindorf, hut the 
following is Wunder's, and the correct order, <1»1A. oi oQ* Co ttoT; KEOlI. 
ri (Tot ; Ovk olect . <I>I A. 7ro;C * * • . Tral. 15. 

** Unless all the commentators be mistaken, these expressions ami the 

v of d/Esehylus arc positive nonsense, ami such as our bar¬ 
barian Mmkspeare, with all his false taste and treasons against the unities, 
Would have thought unworthy of kings and heroes, and fit to rank only 
with the 11 I)o-de-do-de-do-de of poor Tom. Indeed it is not impro¬ 
bable that the comedians satire was directed against them, since in liis 
Clouds, v. dl)0, he uses a word nearly the same for a most ludicrous pur¬ 
pose, Let the critic, however, be heard: “ Aptissime ilia erebra repe- 
tilio litci a* rr p dpi!atiouotn oris et maxillarum, qmv hujusmodi dolorum 
propria est exprimit.” llennnnn. “Though the spirit id' the Greek 
drama,*’ says Schlegcl, “ required a general repose, favourable to the 
presentation of grand masses, to the embodying of those isolated moments 
sculpture loves to seize, yet the Greeks were so far from neglecting the 
impassioned movements of the soul, that they have dedicated whole lines 
in their tragedies to the inarticulate expression of pain.” Tu,—See 
Hlouifield's preface to the Persic of .Kschylus, in which play this unin¬ 
telligible stylo of grief is carried to a great extent* Aristophanes has 
burlesqued it in Ran. LI 14. Ihit one question never appears to have 
suggested itself to commentators: Are these expressions mere stage 
directions to the actor? 1 think that in the choruses, where strictness 
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J i JL IL. 1 _ o 1 c 

oio 

• Ne. Grievous at least is the burden of thy d-Menmcr 

-pi »• 

\t^ a . s ' {dns • Miserable that thou art > Tnr> 1 • i 
miserable indeed from all manner of wo»s Dost ?! P 7 y 
wish I should hold and touch thee at all? ^ iOU thea 
A IT* jN fly not tins fit lon^t * Kiif i * , 

weapons, even as just now thou askedst of "me “until th^ 0 ™ y 

Xep Te e Sha11 

®Pent: and before I ^nnoSest Whe ? this attaek » 

quietly. And if durin- this thne tb/ TV lct me slumber 

thee by the gods neither voluntarily chai ? e 

any means whatever to srive nn +i^;L Voluntarily nor by 

slay at once both thy Se ]f ? a „d me *, t0 them ' Iest thou 

Ne. Be assured ut kLt lft; t SU PPW. 

be given to any but to thee and me • : tho 3’ sh aH not 

them to me. Ki me > and "’lth good omen reach 

that they be nofthe^ource^f 3 ^,^] 1 m®* P ro P ;ti ate envy, 

t0 Nr' v d hi ? tllat L ? forc me had themb ° S t<J thee ’ nor as 
A * iT G £ 0 ^ S, this my fortune anr? K 

SiXszsr*- 

“3, sou ; for again from“L^ottom^ r id7“°tf*? inoffcct uaP, 
bubbling blood, and I look for some fresh hi \v Y H' plc ' 

Of metre required consistenev the. < . U ‘ oe ■ alas ! 

articulate wail, but that single actor? °fn ^"r SSI ? ns " ere chaunted in a half 

al?°y n “ US t “ cla,nali »“ of grief—at !?,{t m r bln ’i Systems used natural 
‘ There 1 ? ° be h ° Ped so ’ B * C *' edit of Alh cniTn 

thingjnore here* th?n 7^7117 s . up P ose tha t Pliiloctetes allud- 
Hercules slew his child? ^' tUne generally of Hercn^i , , t0 a "- V - 
ascribes the disease of Ph?l V '” S arrows certainly ? iu “ self - 

t 'JssfJsrZ 

* hsI “ d ‘—“ 

from the elision of th^diuhth thls . Ilne > from the metre a 1 

; Person on Phmn? 1230^^ See Marldanfo?’ ? » 

under s emendation appear too bold. P B.' 
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alas again ! O foot, what evil wilt thou work me! this steals 

upon me, draws near to me. Ah me ! ah me ! ye see the case: 

by no means fly from me. Oh ! oh ! stranger of Cephalenia, I 

would this torture might fasten on thy breast, through and 

* - * ^ 

through it. () heavens! Agamemnon, Menelaus, would ye 
might in my stead for an equal length of time harbour this my 
malady ? Ah me! O death, death 1 , why, when thus eyer day 

■ 4 v 

after day invoked canst thou never at anytime come? My 
son, my noble son. having taken me up, burn me in this oft- 
invoked Lemniair lire, thou generous youth ! I too, mark me, 

O At T ' 

once thought proper to perform this for the son of Jove, in 
return for these arms which now thou preservest. What 
savest thou, my son ? what sayest thou? Why art thou silent? 

> 4 * 

Where canst thou be, my child ? 

Nb. Long since indeed I mourn, sighing over thy woes. 

Pit. Nay, my son, but take courage, since this pain 
suddenly assails me, and is soon gone, but, I conjure thee, 
leave me not alone. 

Ne. -beer up ; we will stay. 

Pir. And wilt thou stay? 

Ne. lie well assured of it. 

Pn. I will not, however, think I have a right to bind thee 
by an oath, my son. 

Ne. Since indeed it is not lawful for me to go wi 




Pir. Give me the pledge of thy hand. 

Ne. I give it thee that I will stay 3 . 

Pir. Thither now, thither with me- 

Ne. Whither sayest thou? 

w 

1 Cf. /TCsehvl. Phi loot. npud Stob. cxx. 12, to Otware Timor, //// /d 

dm/wm/c ftn\htv* uAvo$ yaf) tl rrrto v avtfte*<TTiov KtiKtou tarpinj, a\yo£ 

o* ouSiu awTfrat VffcpoD. 13. 

2 The island of Lemnos was said to bo sacred to Vulcan, probably from 

volcanic (ires, which would be an additional reason for the desolate state 
of that; quarter of the island which Philoetetes inhabited, llemmun 
restores (tt'UKaXiWiiipM) ** this often-invoked tired* [Brunek read avet- 
KVK\avfitv<f* B.] 11 Montem Mosytddum, qui Galeni ievo jam din 

cxstiuetiiH erut, circa Alexandri tern porn than nuis ejicerc desiisse, non 
improlmbilibuH ar^umentis demonstrare Btuduit Buttmannus in Mus. Stud* 
Aiitif|. Gerinanieo, vol. i. p. 2.” Hermann. See Homer’s account ot 
Vulcan’s full, 11. 2, and of the Loves of Mars and Venus, Od. 8. Itt* “ 
The common reading need not be changed, et. vs. 98(5. 13. 

8 Road with Reisko and Burgos, /i h> oi>v. B. 
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Ph. Upwards— 

rfS‘«W? mrat th,,U ” B ” in ’ S™* tb ° u vnul 

Ph. Let me go, let me go! 

Ne. Whither shall I let thee go ? 

~ H - Fet me go at last. 

Nos. I cannot let thee go. 

S 0U + r 1(: ; nc ’ if thou touch me 3 . 

any more thyself ^ se f ^ thou art indeed 

“ 1 “• «* -a 

For this hhPhead is ^unlfdown U ° l0 ” S tim . e P° sspss thc man. 

his body, and one black vein burst with U tn ^ k] ^. ovor ;i)I 
itself open by the extremity of hL foo I T, ' lwth fo,wd 

ffi -; ieB n d8 -« that he may fall arieep' ’ 

thou come upon«s brcatV ° ^ oe l > « untaii«rht, mavest 

uow is spread around® Corne l! 1 Cb ° VCn such a hand as 
son, look where thou art aS £%£ Mv 

1 Ku/cXof here is k, n P hither to move, and 

as at verse 1354. Struve und^T^id's**! 0 ”' Und , erstood to mean the eve 
teTes'to inrr^T^ 0 a, lJ ? translates it thus: 

^permjsion Neoptolemus gr^fe 

Ws to7Sends if pS^'V’T' 1 by Which he ''as pledged 

thereupon Philoctetes shri„L-« r. P ,,1< ? ctetes fro '» witlnlrawino- his 

* AWr ,emU / h ° lds ’ touching his foot ' e t? Pprehe,lsion of the bow, 
*'hoppay l}£ , from the *» m* too*-. Herm. 

‘ CfXch 9r8 s ^ ° f the l0nic instead 

Musgrave understinHc -T ‘, fc * act sc. 3. 0 R 

h^halSrS ariSing his ^eption e o a f n ir4' ; ' e " M '"»’ * 

sense. The liffht^n^^Pi^i En< ^ ^ us ^ m P»*oved both^^t'h^ " ^ runc k 
Burges informf U3 °LS, ,loctetes « now d arkne ss '£f « nd «» 

• Of. Oi-id, iTKctlrttf 
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how my further purpose my be cared for 1 . Thou seost now; 
for what work tarry we: Opportunity, be sure, possessing 
arbitration of everything, acquires much power in its course". 

Nk. Nay. but he hears nothing; 1 however perceive that in 
vain we possess this plunder of his weapons, if without him 
we sail ; for his is the crown, him heaven commanded ns to 
fetch. And to vaunt unfulfilled promises with falsehood is a 
vile reproach*. 

Cit. But this, my son, god will look to, but with whatever 
thou shall in turn reply to me, convey to mo the accents of 
thy words gently, my son, gently; since the restless slumber 

C . 1 w m - 1 Cv V 

of all men is in disease sharp-eyed to discern. But as far as 
thou canst, in secret search out for me that, even that, 
which thou meanest to do. Thou knowest whom 1 mean 4 ; 
now if thou hold the same opinion with him, 'tis eminently in 
truth the privilege of the shrewd to see into perplexing 
matters. See, my son, the wind is fair, the wind is fair, and 
the man sightless, possessed of no defence, is lying in darkness 
(hut his warm sleep is propitious) master of neither hand, nor 

1 So Buttmarm: but sec Wander. B. 

- Or 41 havintr respect to every thing.” Such is tlie sentiment which. 

9 O l t # 

iho Corinthians, and after them the Mityleneuus, wish to impress on the 
minds of the Lacedaemonians. A id. Time. I. c. (19. III. c. 13. 

:i Struve seems to understand tLis as referring to the disgrace which 
would accrue to Noopt oleums, if after all his falsehood he should vaunt of 
an uncompleted victory: his words are qua manca et imperfecta reliquv~ 
de his mondaviis efiam adhibit ist 9 gloviavi vellc, fttrpc cat opprobriums 
and this Barby commends; hut. the translator is rather inclined to eon- 
sider the words as betokening remorse in Neoptolemus, As translated it 
may mean either. The reader should observe the oracular and stately 
flow of the original in this passage, which seems to stand in the middle ot 
tlie play as Hie pivot on which turns the whole catastrophe. 

'* Hermann proposes to read here, 

ol(Tu(1 yttP <'JJ' ft UVO>pCtt) 

fi t<ivt<iv roiiTM yvtouctv rot, k*. r. A. 

which may he thus rendered: “For to them (thou knowest of whom I 
speak) wise men can discover irremediable mischiefs in thy purpose, if 
this he thy purpose towards him who lies before us;*' alluding to the 
misery Neoptolemus would occasion to the Atridiv and the whole Greek 
army. The instance Barhy adduces from Catullus “ nihili cst, M there 
being an evident hiatus and loss of several verses in both that and the 
following strophe. Tu.—But or simply refers to Ulysses, and the sense 

* » * i \ Y ^ m _ 1_ _.1 l\k..Lvtif 

is, ti r//r itvTt)v r<i» Oi UGcru yi'M/u/r 
would omit jj'ietfr. B. 


But Wunder and Dindorf 
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* ■uiuut o 7 m 

O 1 / 

foot, nor anything. No but flimi cnn + t * i i • 

tying in Hades. See M-ffther von, ' ■ “ ** 0,10 

words: for the labor mv er i *‘i 1 ' 10 s,l ^ in 8 ^t-osonable 

* *.• 

%?; s*? u7 ^'-Me,? th >' 

*i P of .hi z ”!;. s lZ; 

;;;;; 

assisting me. Truly the Atrid-n tl in gs, present and 

endure thus patiently to ^ t "7°^' (, “ l "« 

son, is noble, and of noble origin then h' * ,y ,,atl,re * m >’ 
easy, though oppressed with my i^"7°- intC<l n11 t,lis 
And non-, since at length tWe seems no,s ^e stench. 

Test from this woe, niv sou dn t) +i * i° an °^ 1V ^ ,1L and 
thou set n.c, mv son upri“ ; t, '“I! "'•'f *' '»ko .no up. ,|„ 

sl, " u quit me, * m o ..... ]« c ' L ' n 'v..ri.,c «, 

voyage. * 1Wbttn to lho sl »l», nor delay mir 

enjoying breath and sI'STthbouTp^i^ 0 y T ° ncl ln . v 1'ope yet 

more. But now raise''thJseJ? o - nS , those of °«e no 

men shall carry thee, for there L no ^ ratI,Pr - these 

r ble m them ’ if *** s rsssrut 

i~S; to P-. 

'S” P-r«i-»tor2'ri*?"|.t b '- of 

a comma after tt ai. Tliis will be “ W i and places onlv 

»yson, is this; that labour without fr ^ i" 0 ' j ud S n,<? nt apprehend- 

8i ™ -o' ^ to"w.." T„i 

■ AW 7a,, Y77“7 of if u. "‘ P “ 3 “ e< ’ “ d “0 to 

ficium sibi oblatum ‘recusaf P tUF " in,irum hac formula si !' 
cf. ScUol. ad Aristoph. Rat ntat “ ra hoc sensu GnenT;" 

no»». i, Jz*. Sfte^LT te f"«nb..?ZI 

-Soo Wunder. B. e MUi * •*«". .h U «„i 
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snip m 


bad smell ere there he need, for the trouble on board 
sailin" in companv witb me is enough lor them* 

NeT It shall be so; but do thou both stand up and thyself 

hold by me. 

pu. Courage, mv wonted custom, look you, will sot me 
upright. 

Nk. Heavens! and what next am I to do r 

Ph. What is it, my son ? To what conclusion, 1 wonder, 

*/ 

hast thou come in thy thought? 

Ts'i;. 1 know not whither I ought to turn mv perplexed 

words. 

Tn. Hut for what art thou at a lossr say not thus, my son. 
Ne. IN ay, even now am I involved in this difficulty. 

Tir. Surely inconvenience arising from my disease has not 
dissuaded thee from any longer taking me on board ship? 

Nk. K very thing is inconvenient, when one having aban¬ 
doned his own nature, does what befits him noth 

Ph. Nay, but thou at least are neither doing nor saying 
aught unworthy of thy sire, in aiding a brave man. 

Nk. I shall show myself a villain: *tis at this I am all 

along aggrieved. 

Tu. Nay, surely not, at least in what thou docst: hut at 
what thou sayest, 1 shudder. 

Ne. O Jove, what shall I do? shall I twice he detected a 
villain, both in concealing what I ought not, and uttering 
words the most scandalous? 

Tir. This man, unless I am wrong in judgment, mothinks 
will make lienee his voyage, having betrayed and abandoned 

me. 

Ne. Abandoned tliec?—not I indeed: hut lest I rather 
convey thee to thy grief, tis that all the while is torturing 

mo. 

Pu. What eanst thou mean, my son? for I comprehend 
not. 

Ne. T will hide nothing* from thee. Thou must sail to 
Troy, to the ( hecks and the AtrkUxTs host. 

Tit. Alas! what hast thou said? 

1 Thin observation of Neoptolemus is in unison with Achilles' 9 celebrated 
declaration:— 

Who dare think one thing, and another tell. 

My heart detests him as the gates of hell. Tope’s II. IX* bl2. 
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pfj ?™an not ’ er f thou have learnt all. 

in. What must that lesson bo 5 wlnt mud <i - 
to do to me? * nal can& * tliou purpose 

Ne* Fii’st to rescue thee frAm * , 

and with thee saekTe Trojan pl£. a “ tl tk ‘“ ^ 

Ne.' 0verwl OS l th ° U rCalIj thi, ! k t0 (h this? 
thou angered to hSSt thi ‘ S C0,nm:mck n»«I he not 

+1ia a Mle tched, I am undone hot raved f W\ * i 
and a^,* 0 «""*"•> me quieklv iJJ !ny fej 

nae to ** **» <“* »<*«* »doeo 

Ph. Thou fire 1 ! thou utter hon-m-i «i 
masterpiece of fearful villany hotA -J1?“ Inost dotcst ahle 
deceived me! and dost thou 5 not , hast th "\ l used mo. how 

me, thy suppliant, thy b C wo, n .> Ton?\J lKh to look on 

having gotten my weapons" Give t h ‘ ,st l^roft me of life, 

I conjure thee, give them back ,nv so” T"/ im I ,lo, o thee, 
forefathers rob me not of ,!■ ; “ft V by thv of thv 
Nay, no longer does he f° d ' Ah miserable me' 

behind him, * <£& ** <• me", but «hu» lo“L 

barboura, ye promontories, ye haunte o?,]" '™ ho l K ' l< ' is - Ve 
ye precipitous crags, to you I gw. Jl • f ?* “ ou »tuin beasts, 

rW l °n 1 mi ^ ht: 1 bewail to you l!’,” ^ ow uo 'ie else 
hanng sworn to ^ me home 1m .‘ 0 ,TO; 

i »pj , .. LL i ue is taJvino* I110 

Ihe scholiast takes this for « v :i & mL 

;t n r e ? r ; hus = - 

Which Neoptolemus himself t atte ' ldant "n this. it is notth?° W ‘” 

voyage, v. 241. & lves to Philoctetes in his account oThis 

Nm Sssrs aut m nir in t a flesit ? 

a -rn,. ... ’ erutus “mantem est ? 

•O too?aWT^lt! r ° m r the Sllb ^‘ me address of Pro, h, An ' 1V - 369. 
both of these, in his his Idea from 

Whereof I grow a'lni eternify ’ 

Ye elements, in which to”] n0t *° man: 

I hasten, let mvw V° be resolved 
Upon you. 7 be as a s P ir >t 
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to Troy: and having proffered liis right hand 1 , lie has taken 
and detains my bow and arrows, arms sacred to Jove-born 
Hercules, and wills to display them to the Greeks. As it he 
had captured a strong man, he carries me of! by force, and 
knows not that he slayetli a corpse, and the shadow of a 
vapour, an empty phantom. For never could he have taken 
me at least while possessed of strength, since lie had not even 
thus conditioned, except by treachery. But now 1 wretched 
have been deceived. What can I dor But give them back, 
and now, even vet. be tlnnc own self 2 ? "VS hat safest thou. 
Thou art silent. ' Unhappy me! I am no more. O form of 
the rock with double front, again I return back into thee un¬ 
armed. bereft of the means of sustenance; thus forlorn in 
this cavern shall I wither away, striking down nor winged 
bird nor mountain-prowling beast with these mine arrows: 
but ! myself, unhappy man, being dead shall furnish a ban¬ 
quet to those whereon I fed 3 , and what I made my prey before 
■\vill make me theirs now, and 1 miserable shall make atone¬ 
ment with death a ransom tor death, at the hand of one that 
seemetli to know no guile. IS Invest thou not yet be accursed, 
ere I have learnt if yet again thou wilt transfer thy opinion; 

but if not, an evil death be thine. 

C'n. What shall we do? On thee now rests both our sail¬ 
ing. O king, and our acceding to these his words. 

On me indeed a powerful pity for this man hath fallen, 

not now first, but long ago. 

Pk. My son, by the gods, pity me, and permit not mor¬ 
tals’ reproach against thyself, having deceived me. 

Xr. Ah me! what shall I do? O had I never left Scyros. 

so grieved am I at this present matter. 

Pxi. Thou art not wicked, but thou seemest to come with 
bad instructions from the wicked. But now, having given 
them to others, to whom it is fair, sail hence, having given 

me up my arms. 

1 “ Siritre hanc vocem cum jvmgendum renset, ut sensus sit, 

?) 0 W 0 jifiJcati nunc fcnct* ncsrtva cs.'tonsn y arettm ct saqittat>^iHoa^ 9 sactas 
Mas Uercnlis, Joris Jilii , ques olhn or ant. Admodum dure! TrpoTtVtvcu 
^eTpa, id. q. supra v. 813. ififSaWttv yttper. Barby. 

2 Vid. Aristoplu Vesp. G42, $voiv is understood. 

3 t€ This is a strange remark ot lMnloetetes. So lie ionll\ oxpeetoi o 

be the food of those lie lmd already devoured ! M Burges. \Vunder would 
read a<p* cui', and tuke in the middle, not the passive sense. 
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Nr. What are we to do. rav mates? 
not litemT" Vl, 'i a ! 1M U ‘- w,m d <>est tho “ ? Wilt thou 

urn. kaun^ left theso» iveajxms to me? 
riv^*? Ul Ili * ! What ,Uan is 1)0 1 indeed then hoar 

lookMt.^’^ ** n " ur **^’ ,n 1,10 at loast on whom thou 

1 “ m |*" u pht and sold. I am undone Jt was 

1 ... 2.-5 

* 

milVii, rWa ‘ *** U " in as * uml - a,uI none other; I confess 
I*. •n ^ ar< i h ! n •' son - ,n ine archer-anns 

bat thou too must ,,,ou «h he would; 

hi- f,. r „, ‘ * Ulh Xhvm ' " r l, ioM. will convey tl.ee 

* * 

t If M(*. thou ViliHtf rtf 11 *l i 

the*e ule hy f, nv 1 **• aml “lost audacious, shall 

|»A </.*' t -‘° U , 1 r7 ‘" 1 lj « net- voluntarily. 

VuW-ao.fram.vt ;J .i.V** t * , . ou . f,, aze of all-swftyine fire 



<* 


— w — % m m * 'r* \ 

►hall carry me off x ,. 






tiU Jove it Us* • n ». 

Of U,i. Und, X yy » .<™? W 1 i«. Jove, the rulop 

minister. tenil *ned this ; but I am his 


1 ji _ _ # 

r ** 4ir * 00 <** »t»rr. K‘ T,n f har k the arms to Philoctetes, 

*K r Mirr ; fw ■*!**.. # 

* nh naratOM^t e.inkt fll*^***®* b ° rP fo ,,im » “*»<* 

._**** be 4*4 it. See An.-lthA'n * u mpi 'i incom pl<*te unlee. 

* j°* * Na,r * P- 1»». * * ^ B ,f - c 3 - **>«! the Oxford 

i - ‘X o! ^ hmim natnm i*,i • 

ba* nrrrr mhr^l- S1 i P* ,r,u "> ^nee M ti« notum 
* «“»U an kwfrr pro ten rr*ft or »1 W JT** heathen crew of 

. ? rod* Of alt the host of hr»»^, 1 « *1®° f a * Uc ' 

remaifc, ln |^. .. ^ On tin. there «re 

tiu«n —'_*T •** •* ck in rnttane toften tlJ”* 1 J^PPcrj of the 

»* ** ** a# m lb—m th^L^?» U * Drfr,t of «w be- 

^r.LfTL'r “~»r! <-j. irh«»««•! 

li( . • ^"ksrda. I.,r». ( and 
' " “ d * 1J ^ 
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pH. Tbou abhorrence, "what lies dost tliou coin to iittci ! 
Tbou alleging gods in pretence, makest those gods liars. 

— Not so, but true. The journey, however, must be 


Ul. 
taken. 

Ph. 

Ul. 

Ph. 


I say it shall not. 

I say it shall. Thou must obey m this. 

Unhappy me! my father then clearly begat me as a 

slave, and not free. . _ _ x _ 

Ur. Not so, but on a par with the mightiest, with whom 

thou needs must capture Troy, and by violence raze it to the 

ground. „ 

p H y 0 , never, not even were I doomed to suiter every 

evil, while* I have this steep foundation of the island. 

Ul. What then dost thou purpose to do ? ^ . 

Pir. This mine head forthwith will I bathe m blood, having 

leapt from a rock above on one below. . 

Ur. Lay hold on him, whatever ye do, nor be this in his 

P °Ph.' O hands, what sufferings are yours in the lack of your 
loved bowstring, entrammeled by this man . O thou that 
thinkest nothing sound or liberal, how hast thou stolen upon 
me how hast thou hunted me down! having used as thy 
stalking-horse this boy unknown to me, unworthy ol thee, 
but of me most worthy, who knew nothing but to exeeu e 
what had been enjoined him. Nay, even now he shows that 
he bears sorrowfully the deeds whereby he erred and whei eby 
I suffered. But ’twas thine evil spirit ever looking forth 
from its lair, that well foretaught him, however by nature 
indisposed as by inclination, to he shrewd in wickedness. 
And now, wretch, thou thinkest to bind and carry une fioin 
this shore, on which thou didst expose me, friendless, forlorn, 
homeless, among the livin g a corpse. Ah. mayest thou pens , 
and on thee have I often imprecated this, but mvfoi th 
gods allot me nought of pleasure, lhou livest in exultation , 
while I on the contrary have this to grieve me, that I mi¬ 
serable live consorted with many woes, scoffed at by thee a • 
the two generals the sons of Atreus, for whom thou trucldest 
to this office. And yet thou bound by stratagem and com¬ 
pulsion 1 sailedst with them ; while me, all-unhappy me, th 

1 Although it was by the advice of Ulysses that Tyndarus had icaposed 
the celebrated oath to defend Helen on her suitors, yet he himself was s 
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SffSS X&gpl 3 

ti •as iff rjrzff rr e lTL ^ 

truction shall for that 77 Des . truc . tl0n on ye ! And des- 
for justice. ^Aff «*» ** f™ 

je had never sailed on this evneditinnV^ 7 1° Care 5 Smce 

1 am had not a heaven-sent poio-nancv of need f * Wetch a ? 

you forwards. But 0 my father land ^Jl, 1 7 T Urged 
upon us, avenge, at least one day after a Bme ^ ^ °° k 

al of them, if y e have any nitv f n 1 ’ ave . n ° e Ine °Q 

f h , ve ’ y et eould I but see 5 them d^. trove/r C< 1 W do 
tad escaped my disease. “estic^ed, I should think I 

Ch. Stern is the stranger, and stem ; c +v i * 
he hath uttered, Ulysses not at oil * i v ^ 1S lls s P ee °h that 
Ui. Much cWiT a al1 >' ielding to his sorrows*. 

would time permit; but now I 77 t0 7 s m£m ’ s words, 

meat, mere there is need of 7 Stron g m this °*e argu- 

I; and where the decision is S 7 aS • tllese ’ suc h am 

you could not meet with any one more nfouff^ characters > 

* 1101 e pious than myself' 4 , T 

unwilling to abide by that oath +i, + i 

bi°pS“ ed Sea ' sh0re ' so "ing it dh sd* be insane - 

^lysses turned it immediately from L f ^ ^7° re the Plough, and 

££r son , ° f Belus got for thTis told7 What le ^ital the un. 

“ ^Ulysses’ feigned madness, however^ b °°k of Virgil, ft 

b ««« n '.Id SS," “f .Tr* “ ”«"<»u k S,r 

Tf ffsssnr ,r ^ or ” r “‘ 8Lt “=s 

Cf ;, Antig. 47). drikot’ri yivvmS i f arJauKt } V( >'> ffi e'/3aXf f . B 
“See note B * ^ ^ ’ rarp " e 
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sun naturally desirous to prevail at least, in every p a nt, except 
against thee 1 ; but now to thee at least I will willingly con- 
eed(> Yes let him go, nor hold him any longer; leave him 
to stay. We have no additional need of thee, sit least while 
we possess these arms, since we have Teucer with us, ac¬ 
quainted with this science, and me, who think that I could 
master these, and aim them aright with mine hand in no wise 
worse than thou 2 . What want we then of thee. Adieu, 
and pace Lemnos 3 : but let us be gone ; and Imply tliy prize 
xnnv win me that honour which thou shouldst have had. 

!»„. Ah me, what shall I do, ill-fated ? Shalt thou, adorned 

with mv arms, present thyself to the Citeeks. 

1!l. Make me no reply, not a word, since I am now 


going*. 


1 Seed of Achilles, and shall I no longer be addressed 

l>v thv voice 4 cither, but wilt thou thus be gone. 

Un Go thou, nor look on him, though thou art gencious, 

that thou ruin not our fortune. 

Pir. And shall I now, my guests, be thus forlorn aban¬ 
doned by you, and will ye not ]>it\ me , 

(< ir Tins youth is our vessel's commander ; whatsoc\cr lie 

shall say to thee, that do we also speak to thee. 

y ■[ shall indeed hear myself reproached b\ this man 

with being bv nature over-pitiful 5 ; yet. tarry, it he amsIi it, 

thus much time, until the mariners shall have got 

SS And he meanwhile may haply adopt sentiments more 

i Construcndum potius, i^vv vik$v xptf"*’' soleo votincere, ubivolo . 

U V u the Odyssey, however, Ulysses confesses Ins inferiority, though he 

claims praise (or tins science 

1 Alone superior m the field ot I toy 

(ircat Philoctetea taught the shaft to fly. 

B. VIII. v* 251. 

■ , ,.I Iiw, nwJiwfv with which Ulysses here speaks of 

gSlSToJcor The change of the negative he considers to mark a 

clouilt and yet an allinnative: veque hereto ns callmeatm us. „ 
a Or this'may he rendered, •• stalk in Lemnos and welcome. 

< 5Joi) tfion'ile here is governed by «*» understood. the same 

n HXfwc rrXhou, whence irXrlwi', Att.e lor *X»oc ir\««V m 

v i I l„ ..Iter ,\for Xtbova a \i»n»r, anil vie lor not. ,_ 

« Such was uniformly the Greek ensto n • 1 

yoav, K<U lotKHTO yeti omi »/<eXXoi' Ava^toQai, ry / 77 
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to our advantage : let us two j, 

ve quick in your departure when wft*® hence ’ «»d be 

hou- am I then, wretch that I am f 7™ and icy-cold, 
quit thee! no, e’en in death th™’ ■°°^ led Qcvcr hereafter to 
woe is me» 0 abode, wretched^h* d b ® my shelter - 0 me, 

rows, what again will ever be ml °i u most ful1 of my sor-’ 
hope administering to my hun«eX ah T , SUS ‘ enance ? What 
0 that tJie fugitive birds* witkkrin t 1 5 a P J ®? s ever obtain? 

longer. ^ alo « m air! for I can f ndure ™ 

ill-fated man from no olher T’l h 7 aSt , decreed to thyself 
visited with this misfortune^ hlgllcr quarter art Aon 

power to be wise, thou hast el’ " 1&n at ^ onst ' being i n thv 
the better. ha ‘ St to adopt the worse fate £ 

who now 1 ]ienccforth llaplCSS fJlcn> aild marred bv f ki 

iS 

and dissemhW my P°"'crful hands • no t) * y Wln 8 ed 

Sftf s ^ 

posKssed fce , h «• -d 


woy has adontPH v - , s lves the other m„i fl * UU3IJas « tt rw- 

alters it to correction, Mvth R i U '' eS ° f the S( *hoiia 

«er, under S tan“ s i t t o "?> > 6 ° W WOrd - ‘ ft 1 ' P- 211. who 

Hermann reads ref fo. '“ de to ‘he Harpies and Tk^"’ Vossi «s, how. 

Wlth justice he remarks'll’ ^’u‘ ch men<J s both the ml*'° uncin ff stoop, 
ravenous birds of p™ y verb » r^Z could A“ d the sense, 

description. Tr. Th e « « her to ferine timnf d " 0t be a Ppl‘ed to 
2 Hermann reads We S£ems ”° b °Pe of thi? pa ™™" 3 of every 

«n* m xm r .“?5. ^ Xodev ’ 

' v sc. 0 £oO . 
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abhorred, ill-omened curse, for others. For I too am caring 

for this, that thou spurn not my kindness. 

Fir. Ah me! me! And somewhere, seated on the shore ot the 
hoary main, he laughs at me, wielding in his hand the support 
of me unhappy, which none ever earned besides. O my 
loved bow, O thou from friendly hands wrested by violence, 
full surely, if thou hast any feelings, thou lookest with pity 
on me thus wretched, never again hereafter to use thee, as 
the prize-gift from Hercules 1 . No, by change of masters ar 
thou handled by an artful man, witnessing his base deceits, 
and the detestable and loathed villain causing to dawn crimes 
on crimes innumerable, all of evil that Ulysses hath plotted 

against me. ^ ^ ^ man * g part to call that which is useful, 

iust • and not to vent out the envious displeasure of his tongue 
•it one who has so called it 3 . He, having been appointed one 
out of many, by the instructions of this Ulysses, accom¬ 
plished for his friends a public service. 

1 Fir. O winged prey, and tribes of fieicc wild beasts, 

i Qii'ccnnnue vox hunc locum obtinuerit, designatur baud dubie Phi- 

.•... 

liorntianum illud, accedes opera agro nona Sabmo . . . . ■; hut ? 

SS-si . . .«,.«-««■«• "rssxt 

Mvtholoei, nisi Mcrculis rogum lunebrem, uhquis <htuunm . 
Aiyinuu>b>> |, j ° f.,)» :ui Anollodorus, Lib. 11. 7. lmou. 

ipso ac<-ensum msse. llygn us, a . 1 • because ho 

bic. IV. on. musgiuv^. j To which words lie 

lias by so great treachery been deprived ot its ^ , CO mmou to the 

subjoins the ^ iTSve^to him by Her- 

Greeks, meaning lh.it lb ■ ^ , )ricfly expressed: ita me non amplius 

<:ul<‘9 ns a reward, which y - y «,r ..i • given examples 

tc pro preomio ab Herculc accepto usurum. Matthias has g V 

Ul „ „„ „f wild torts will... about to .sue on their pray. 

0.1. II. <110. T».—C(. Liddell, s. v. “• 
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I 

which prowling o’er the hills this place nourish. , 

do ye by your flight draw me towards ™ r ’ ”° Ion " cr 
for I have not in my hands the former defenceTf ab ° d °’ 

fitting that ye glut your mouths in mutu^Eht’ n °'V S ft 

since from what source 5 come J, v /f tant > «haU quit': 
thus fed on air, no longer no Ion <rJ u<? 'hood f who is there 
life-bestowing 1 earth supplies g IMStCr ° f au S ht that the 

Ch. In the gods’ name, if auo-ht thou rn« 
is come to thee in all good will™™ « PGC , t a S ucst that 

sure most sure that it is for thine m ^ him ’ But be 

evil fate: for lamentable is it to S unn!w Sak<? ’ to evade this 
ear the countless pain wherewith it consorts uaschooIod to 

tbe bestofS Sh^S^I Action, 

b, t s* tj: iz) 

Ph. In case thou pvnpntocf + 

I detest. • pectest t0 can T uie to the land of Troy 

Pw TV d °’ 5 r th ‘® 1 cone eive the best 

™ MnS 1 1 pJg | t S % bidding t0 me> Md J 

ship wherennto wc hare been bidden g0 ' lot «• go to our 

£ Jaasa •*— 

^ a « as * a ^ a 5 ! fate fofp f t * 

foot foot, what shall I do with tb 1 miserable am undone O 

visitors again. am ’ Stra «gers, com e ye back my 

Sch °b Aristoph. Ran 

159 ^ Y *J*^ U0V 7 ror ®/f °5 Tatcriv RmA ' as restored bv 

Zudwooe is a nnr a n ail/ P io ^f>oig. See Di n A~ l r Dy cntl CS, 

is against a connate ptTrtM 1 0ni111011 word, especiallv in h r . ’ f ra ? m * jEsch. 

Ug. B. Qan 001 lm l'hes. An adjective « v 

8 Cf. Antig. 857. B. 01 6 ver ^ i* want- 
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Cir. To do what with purpose differing from those before,- 

of which thou didst before show thyself. 

Pii. t is not, look you, fair cause for indignation that a 

man languishing under tempestuous pain should prate c\en 
of his mind. 

On. Go now, wretched man, as we desire thee. 
p H . Never, never, know this for certain ; not even it the 
fi ery lord of lightning come to blast me with the flashes of 
his thunderbolts 1 . Perish Troy, and all they beneath it as 
many as had the heart to spurn this my toot s limb. Put, 
strangers, one prayer, at least one, accoid nit. 

Ch. What is this thou wilt utter? 

lhi. Convey to me a sword, if from any place ye can, or 
an axe, or sonic one weupon. 

Ch. To do what possible work ? 

Pn. To lop ott‘ with my hand mine whole head and my 
limbs 2 . < n slaughter 1 , slaughter, is now niy mind. 

('n. Why should it be? 

p H . To go search for my father. 

Cu. Whither on earth ? . . . 

Pn. Into Hades, for in the light at least he is no longer . 

() citv native city, liow might I look on thee, wretched man 

as I am, I. that having quitted thy sacred waters 5 , went to 

assist the hated Greeks, and now am nought! 

Ch. I indeei even now long since had been walking near 

I Musgrnve admits into his text the old rending, ^poi-rnTc normc, andin 

his note rejects the emendation of Yalekenaer (winch Brunck has fol owed) 
li.u.vrac which he defends on the .uUhor.ty ot Lur.p.des, as 

minted hv Plutarch, Uom-rf/f dvoqtOV wiktOt, of Vngil. Am. II. 

(il't fr'uhninis afflurit vent is, and Statius Theh. V. . r >8t.. Moh iamen 
anra rnrnrrit Fulminis. But he adds, “ Sed videndum lie aura fulmuus 
sit innoxium fulminis genus, minimequo adeo hide loco conveniens ; de.nde 
ne /SpovraTc ctlra'i c sit vero fulmme, ipsissirao fnlmine. Vo1 - 11 • 

This reminds us of Virgil's Moriamur, et in media anna 
designed for himself hy Vhiloetetes, was actually that ot J® 

whom, ns in his latter days a bitter enemy to Athens and her libeiUes, the 

poet might possibly ullUdc. # ^ 

3 Oovfi Sobol. QUvan& } Qtxvarov ImOvfin. 

^ For the reasons ot this 0]onion* soc v« 49*5* 
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my vessel, for thee, had we not perceived Ulysses walking 
close by, and the son of Achilles coming towards us, 

Ui«. Wilt thou not say [Vo Neoptolcmus] wherefore again 
thou stealest on this way, turning backwards thus quickly 
and with earnestness ? 

Ne. To atone 1 for all the errors I have heretofore com¬ 
mitted, 

Uii, Thou speakest wonders at least. But what was the 
error? 

Ne. That wherein having been persuaded by thee and the 
whole united host- 

Un. What manner of deed hast thou done, of those that 
became thee not ? 

Ne. Having by base deceits and treachery entrapped a 
man. J 11 

Ul. mat man? Ah me—thou surely dost not purpose 
aught anew ? 1 

Ne. Nothing new; but to the son of Poias_ 

XJl. What wilt thou do ? IIow does a fear creep upon me ! 

N E. From whom m fact I took these weapons, back ajrain_ 

Jo Y e! ' vha * wilt thou say ? Thou surely hast no 
thought to give them him ? ^ 

. ^ es > *° r ^ S ot have them basely and not with 
justice. 

mockery^ ^ g ° ds ’ Aether now sayest thou all this in 

'' Ne. If it be mockery to speak the truth. 

thouutSd! Say<?St th ° U ’ S ° n ° f Achmes * ? What word hast 

same^Sf^ ^ ^ twice and thricc 1 reiterate *e 

them? ^ ° nCe 6Ven ° 0uld 1 have "“hed to hear 

S’. BC n ° W W<5U aSSUred of Jt: thou hast heard a111 have 
^..Olere is one, there is, that shall prevent thy executing 

^ Cf. Alltig. 1112. B. 

wou?so frSS UlySSeSt ° beIiwe ^ 

where -Emilia receives the first account of her husband's ^ ’ 
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Ne. What sayest thou ? Who is there shall hinder me 
in this ? 

IJii. The combined people of the Greeks, and among them I. 

Ne. A wise man born, thou uttcrest no wisdom. 

Ul, And thou neither now speakest nor are about to act 
wisely. 

N e. Nay, but if this be just, *tis better than wisdom. 

Ul. And how just, to restore again these arms which by 
my counsels thou gottest? 

Ne. 1 l aving failed with a disgraceful fault, I will endeavour 
to retrieve it. 

Uii. And acting thus, fearest thou not the Greek army ? 

Ne. With justice on my side I fear not thy terrors. 

Ul. Nor am I persuaded by thine hand to act, mark me 1 . 

Ne. Then not with the Trojans, but with thee will we 
battle. 

Ul. 13 e what must be. 

Ne. Seest thou my right hand grasping my sw’ord's hilt ? 

Ul. Nay, thou shalt see me too doing the same, and no 
longer about to do it 2 , however, I will leave thee alone, but 
will go and tell this to the assembled host, which w ill chastise 
thee. 


Ne. Thou hast acted temperately 3 , and if thus thou thinkest 
on all the rest, haply thou mayest keep thy foot out of 

1 Hermann gives the latter of these lines to Ulysses, and thenceforward 
makes an exchange ot persons to the passage, “ Nay, thou shalt/’ etc., 
which he joins with that beginning “However/’ etc. The line a\\* ovSk , 
k. t. A. he translates quod ad effectionem attinet , tuce manui non codam; 
and observes that ov fteiOofiai for ovk tio admits an infinitive after it to 
express the action not of the person forbidding, but of the person for¬ 
bidden. Tr.—I have followed Hermann, with Dindorf. B. 

2 Herman giving the preceding line and half also to Ulysses, says Ci Quod 
recte factum esse vel particula Kairot , quae est sese a consilio capto revo- 
eantis, ostendcre poterat/’ He adds that the propriety of the two 
characters favours this arrangement. 

3 Something similar is the reproach of Brutus to Antony in Julius 
Caesar:—• 

For you have stolen their buzzing, Antony, 

And, very wisely, threat before you sting. 

And the observation of Antony just preceding it will bear comparison with 

v* 1264 :— 


In your bad strokes, Brutus, you give good words: 
Witness the hole you made in Ccesar’s heart. 
Crying, Long live ! 1 ail, Caesar 1 
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troubles. But do thou, son of Poins, I mean. Philoctotos. conic 
forth, having quitted this thy rocky dwelling. 

Ph. What clamorous disturbance is again raised by my 
cavern ? Why call ye me forth ? desirous of what matter, 
strangers ? Ah. me , the matter ye desire is evil. Ye surely 
are here to heap a heavier woe upon my woes ? 

Ne. Courage. But hear the words I coyie bringing with me. 

Ph. I am alarmed: for before also I fared but badly from 
fair words, persuaded by thy advice. J 

Ne. Is there then no place left for repentance? 

. Ph ' Sueh ^ert thou in words, even when thou didst steal 
mine arrows, trusty, yet in private baneful. 

Ne. But fear not that I am at all such now : I would how¬ 
ever hear from thee whether thy purpose he to persist iu 
tarrying here, or to sail with us. 

4 u Ph Y^ VC cI ? ne, spcak 110 fartllcr ’ for in vain will all that 
thou shalt say be uttered. 

Ne. Art thou thus resolved ? 

Ph. Ay, and be sure yet more so than I express. 

, ^ 1 Iya 3 r ’ 1 ln ^ ee d could have wished thou hadst been in- 

tSS.'ZS ,TOrds; but in oW ‘ ! *° fought to p«p«>, 

Ph. Good, for thou wilt say all in vain, since never wilt 
thou pm my friendly thought 2 ; thou at least that hit 

IrfeiSf r 1 ',f ™ 0f V -wort, and then c„meS 

toenTae rt S-i UC ‘Xh«.'' POn ; ^ 

mi2aes CU1Se n0 farther ’ but acce P t from m y hand these 

sentiments j for Minerva C app d e are toY^J^llow-dthe^t ^ uanWs 
tongue, but to have been very adverse to hlondl L' d th utmosfc *' cence of 
1 This is said by Pbiloctei on fir. 1 - f ^ e , qUeDCeS - Vid ’ J1 > l - 
TOrds are spoken within his cave. S Neo P tolemus > die preceding 

wn me righ , t now ^ sing a raven’s note. 

Whose dismal tune bereft my vital powers. 

And thinks he that the chirping of a wren, 
y crying comfort from a hollow breast, 

Can chase away the first conceived sound? 

Hide not thy poison with such sugar'd words. 

Second Part of Henry YI. ( act 3> sc# 2 



332 


IM11L0CTETES. 


1289 — 1310 - 


the gods 


Ph. IIow snvcst thou ; And am I not a second time 

•/ 

deceived? 

Ne. No* I swear by the highest reverence of holy Jupiter. 
Pii. O thou that hast spoken words most dear, if with 
truth thou speakest ! 

Ne. The fact shall be here manifest. But put forth thy 
right hand, and possess thee ol thine arms. 

Hi*. But I for my* part protest against this, as 1 
witness for me, in behalf ot both the Atridic and the army in 

common. 

Pu. My son, whose voice ?—I surely heard not Ulysses ? 
I t l. Be sure thou didst: and at all events thou seest him 
at hand, who will convey thee hence by force to the Trojan 
plains, whether the son of Achilles will it, or will it not. 

Pu, Hut by no means with impunity, if this arrow he segt 

straight 2 . 

Nk. Ah! ah! by no means. Do not, by tlio gods, et go 
thy dart. 

Ph. Let go, by the gods, my hand, my dearest son. 

Ne. I cannot let it go. 

Ph. Alas, whv hast thou debarred me from slaying with 
mine arrows a foeman and detested wretch. 

Ne. This were honourable neither for me nor thee. 

Pit. "Well, but be assured of this much at least, that those 
chieftains of the host, those mouth pieces of lying to the 
Argive army, are very cowards for the battle, but bold enough 

in words. 

Ne. Be it so. Thou art master of thy weapons, and thou 
hast no cause for resentment or complaint against me. 

pu. I allow it; thou hast, my son, displayed the nature 

1 Tho wc could not here have been omitted, since then the appeal 
would have respected the mere prohibition, now it has respect to that 

urohihition’u beiiur in behalf of the common cause. HerflU 

Fcndon, ill his Telcmachus, (Ha Frnnekiin remarks,) has made a 
variation from this account, for an obvious reason, and indeed the same 
which has made him elsewhere suppress some particulars of Ulysses 
conduct, and give a new colouring to others; the wish to make that chief 
worthy of Minerva’s protection. He supposes that Ulysses made signs 
to Pyrrhus to restore the weapons, and that Philootctcs, in his first im¬ 
pulse of revenge and unwillingness to owe anything to so detested an 
enemy, ungratefully prepared to turn his gift to his destruction. Tbu 
however is, from tho character of the parties, most unnatural. 
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whence thou didst spring: not from Sisyphus 1 ns father, but 
from Achilles, who both among the living had the noblest 
character, and now of the dead 2 . 

Ne. I was gratified to hear thee lauding both mv father, 
and myself; but what I wish to obtain from thee listen. The 
misfortunes that are sent by the gods it is necessary for men 
to endure; but as many as are involved in voluntary evils 3 , 
as thou in fact art, on these it is not just for any one to bestow 
eithei paidon or pity. But thou art become savage, and both 
reiusest to take a partner in thy councils, and if any one 
speaking out of good will advise thee, thou detestest him 
accounting him an enemy, and that a bitter one. Yet still 
wi I speak, and I invoke Jove the lord of oaths; know thou 
this also and grave it on thy mind within. For tliou art dis¬ 
tempered with this pain by divine ordinance, having drawn 
near unto the guardian of Chryse, that hidden serpent, that there 
pi otecting watches o er the uncovered fane 4 : and know that 
release from this thy grievous malady may never come 

Sum .'i r °" d “ 5 "!! el !“ U “ *«■ <1 ««cr r il. „»d m S 

SSantT S tha? d a ha PP c " in S. on % cure from the sons of 
-cnseuiapius that are with us\ mayest be alleviated in this 

with il SeaSC: and S l0W , th 3 rself the destroyer of Pcrgamus 
these v eapons, and m union with me. * But how I know 

1 A sneer at Ulysses. B. 

M SU f h in his ln,erv * ew with him in 
an effect these two comn]imfnK'i° US t0 °^ serve ' ho "’ever, how different 
father, which latter in hi- ' a ' 6 °L 1 4 10 >' oun S beir aiul his deceased 

“ f ><*>■. ^ e “bh«V;!r " 8, " s “ iil ‘ <"* •“ 

*-»*»•<»**.. «4 Aristotle 

buildings were hft^icom-ed • and'ifis °f th ° PUbHn 

learned that the Parthenon was not 1 vn^thLl o' agreed amon S the 
constantly by the ancient* tr, i . - 1 * t lrdl - Serpents were placed 

which had a public maintenance in the^hTr 3S 7 a f. niost P ,obabl y that 

which was the public treasury. Hence perhans^A e J. lln f tlle . Bar tIienon, 
aiding Plutus by yEsculapiusf l lJps Aristophanes’ idea of the 

* Tou P proposes to read ’A, Tjf\n-,.'„ „ »• 

rejects, without sufficient regard to whit T^T’ wllich Br «n.'k 

v. 1432. Quintus Calabar^^states thl a pu at ?' ards said b ? Hercules, 

hrius, Machaon havin«- fallen • which P 0ctetes " as healed by Poda- 
v. 59. ° Utn ’ wluch Propertius contradicts, L. II. E. i. 

Tarda Philoctetie sanavit crura Machaon. 
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that tliis must be so, I will toll tlicc. For we have a man a 
prisoner from Troy, Ilclenus, the first of s o ^ 3 

plainly, that all this is doomed to take place : and yet more 
in addition to this, that Troy must of necessity be utterly 
taken in the present summer; or he voluntarily surrenders 
himself to us to slay, if in saying this he shall have falsified. 
Since then thou knowest this, yield to us willingly. For 
noble is the acquisition, that alone having been judged the 
bravest of Greeks, thou in the first place fall under healing 
hands ; and then having taken Troy, fertile in groans, thou 

gain the most transcendent renown. 

Pn. O hateful existence, why then detainest thou me any 
longer possessed of sight above, and hast not suffered me to 
descend to Pluto's home ? Ah me ! what shall I do ? How 
shall I disobey the advice of this man, who being my well- 
wisher has admonished me ! llut must I then yield ? ^ Then 
how shall I come forth into light, wretched X, having so 
acted ? By whom accosted ? How, O ye orbs 1 that witness 
all these injuries befalling me, how will ye endure through 
this, that I join the sons of Atreus, who have destroyed me ? 
IIow, with the all-accursed son of Laertes? For it is not 
the sorrow of things past that gnaws me, but X fancy I foie- 
scc what I am doomed yet to suffer from them, 1* oi to 
whomsoever the judgment shall ha\c become mother of 
evil, it trains up everything else to become evil. And I 
for my part am astonished at thee in this! lor thou 
ouglitost neither thyself ever again to return to Xio^, and 
to keep me too from it ; men at least that, have insulted thee, 
spoiling tlicc of thy father's prize 3 . And 3 then thou must go 

Here again, as at v, 815, Branck differs from several of tlie commen¬ 
tators. Geilike mid Cnincrurius understand it of Uis eyes, as at v. 1270, 

of G£dipus Tyrannus: ? , 

tirctMTSv dpQpa rtov ctvrwv kvk Awr. 

Hermann removes the comma and places it after ravra, understanding 
the word kvkXoc ns Camorurius docs. Tn.—So Dnulorf and Wunder. B. 

3 The passion of Philoototes authorises this abrupt anticipation ot what 

ho meant to have said last. , / . . . 

y Mungravo, who admits two linos hero which Bvunck (sco Ins note) re¬ 
jects as spurious, is obliged to attribute them to mi oversight ot Sophocles, 
u thoughtlessness with which, as Brunch observes, it is unreasonable to 
charge the most perfect of the ancient tragedians in this his most hashed 
play. As Hermann inserts them, excusing rather thau defending bopUO- 

eles, it may bo proper to givo them; 
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to join thorn in battle, and forcest me to this ? Nay now 

mj son. hut, as thou hast sworn to ine, convey me home 

and do thou thyself tarrying in Scyros leave them, villains as 

they are, to perish by a death as vile. And thus wilt thou 

reap double gratitude from me, and from thy father double • 

nor by abetting the wicked, wilt thou appear by nature to 
resemble the wicked. J 

Jne. Iliou speakest reasonable indeed: yet still I would 

have thee, putting faith in the gods and my words, to sail 
from this land with me thy friend. 

_ Pir \ y^ at ' t0 the Trojan plains, and Atreus’ most hated 
son ; with this wretched foot ? 

Ne. To those, however, that will cure thee -m/7 „„„ 

nipted foot of its pain, and deliver thee from thy malady. 

mean ? ° h ° U hat Urgest fcarful advice S what canst thou 
thee.*" lhniSS2 M ' hk ' h 1 see accomplishing best for me and 

ot top aQXiop 

AtavG onXvp txov tt arpog varepop obey 
EKptvap . 1 v 

Jsrss “.i™™ 5 ■“ 

oa Ajax. Ta.—Wunder who W i • lat * ie y were not bestowed 
the better, has rightly Vol owed B U n^ '"T™ cha " ged his mind *r 
doing so. As tollwli’ and glves am P le masons for 
secum, servetque sepulcmT B ’ ^ ^ Burges ’ “ habeat 

Op. « Di. « **"-*<— ¥■ Add, 

penultims in re *P ecting the quantity of the 

note on the Ecclesiazus® of Aristophanes"^ To’ ® u fP orte<1 “» his 

Eurip. Archelaus w inirt 7 -!"" ^ 

Philoc. v. 1304._' ^ iV 9 LOl<Jl r <i KaXa yiyperai ttovoiq. 

See also his V*™ r "' T . iaTtv ’ oC « *“‘- 

JfT* ber *> Not. ad Lysistrat. ““os^Tr —I ’\°Je [! pos . itio " s b Y the tran- 
Dindorrs emendation, \tZoff 6o<3 rtXoniu, V ? traas i ated according to 

I find is partly confirmed by two MSS^ “\. wb,ch > fr 0 ® Bur S es ’ note, 

y lwo MiS - readu >g Ka\iif. This ’ 
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lbr. 
Ni 


1’ir. And at saving this, hast thou no shame before the 

C_/ 

gods ? 

Xe. No. for how should one feel shame at doing service? 
l’n. Meanest thou this as to the Atridic service, or to me? 
Nk. To thee surely as thy friend at least, and such my 
language proves me. 

1»ii. How so, who at least art desirous of giving me up to 
mine enemies ? 

Nk. My friend, learn not to be fierce in misfortune. 

Thou wilt destroy me, 1 know thee, by these words. 
Nay, not 1 indeed; but 1 say thou understandcst not. 
Pit. 1 for my part know that the Atridic have expelled 

me. 

Nr,. llut look, whether they will not, having east thee out, 
ami in rescue thee. 

[*i!. Never, with my will at least, to look on lroy. 

N ic. What then am I to do, if 1 shall be able to persuade 
thee on thy part by my words to nothing that I sa\ . box 
most easy wore it for me to desist from my advice, and thee 
to live, as now thou art living, without health. 

pn. Leave me to suffer all this which I needs must sutler; 
but what thou hast accorded me holding my right hand, to 
convey me homewards, this do for me, my son, and delay not, 
nor think any more ot l rov ; tor enough with loud outciics 

hath she been wailed by me . 

Nk. If thou think proper, let us be gone. 

Pn. () thou that hast, uttered a generous speech ! 

Nk. Set firmly now thy step. 

fn, Yes, at least as far as 1 have strength. 

Nk. But how shall 1 escape blame from the Greeks? 

IMi. Give it not a thought. 

Nk. And what if they should desolate my country? 

Pn. I being by- 

N K. Wilt do what to aid me? 

Pii. With tin' arrows of Hercules— 

N K. How snvest thou? 


both ingenious and probdblo* Cf* yKscli. (Votn. d01. irmrO 7* 1 

X#/i<rr<t fiov\tvotv Trdbit'. I hr defence. ol "ill not hold gooi 

* I (t'riiKiiiii rends Xoyoi^ tor yeeoA which lie loleis to 1 hiloctt tes ivupa 
tieuco « > |* nny further talk on so odious a subject ns 1 ioy, tilul tliiu vS l 
better suited to the present indignation ot that, warrior. 
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Ph. Will prevent them from approaching thy country 1 . 

We. Having bidden this land farewell, proceed. 

Hercules Not yet at least 2 , ere, son of Poias, thou shalt 
hear our words, and say that with thy hearing thou hearest 
ie \oice of Hercules, and beholdest his aspect. Put for thy 
sake I come, having quitted my throne in heaven, both to 
announce to thee the will of Jovc, and to forbid thee the way 
whereon thou art setting out. But listen thou to my wordsu 

spcat to thee of my fortunes 3 , how many toils 

1 onom IS? g ° ne throu - h with I gained undying 
onour, as is before thee to see. To thee too, be well assured 

K iS ; r 1 ' fr0m tr0 “ b ' cs <*«• <° rente 
town of T n o U h f' IUg COme with this warrior to the 
ill • r °? ’ tl0u ^ rst s * ia ^ be cured of thy painful disease • 

thou shalt with m-i i be ai my as the first in valour, 

“p,,, m y ari °ws bereave of life Pads 4 the <r„,lti’ 
cause of all these evils from his birth; and shalt’ s lc ]-T r , v 

y y Cbta. But whatever spoils thou shalt have 

TrarpciQ, NE. aXk^ti ^ followl "g wor <ls are inserted; oT/c 

Wunder omit. I cannot ^ee °? C ’ which Dindorf and 

understand, and refer the readeJ toTLf wbatever we cannot 

factory note of Burges whTch Jn Y"? le “ rned -, and ^mewhat satis- 

corrupt, but not spurious. Meatiwhile e thpV S ]| 0W * tbese verses are 

version: “Nay, my f riend .-c i" „ i t ' , ® 1 f P llowl l n S was the translator’s 
come avvay, having bidden,’’ etc. g d ° est thls at least as th »u sayest it, 

2 Iadderet int6rSit ’ nisi di « nus vdndi ^ nodus- 

-“The student should here reme™^, + w°o ^ Art ' Po ’ v - 191 - Tr. 
part of Hercules is the same Tn mbei , that the person who performs the 
and the Burge? 1 ^ 7 "'"^ 7 '''^ Wh ° aCtS the part of Ul y ss ^ 

■ i 1 10 »*•>«». o,.. 6I7 

twice answered b, .. conjunctive^ T|„ Wl,? » 

are, he says, the cure of Philoctetes a „Vil C " e f P °i nts of the Prediction 
have been divided by »k v and H Th tb f, sack °, f Tr °y 1 these should 
first rt would be only intemndi k r Thu ? the words connected with the 

after the participle there follows somethin^? ap ° dosi ?‘ But because 
the original apodosis must hp pH 6 ^ u whlcil Paris and Troy aeree 
and hence a second ui v afte p ^ ged f° r one . between Paris and Troy - 
^ is changed to r f , becausl ™ ^ requure a * a fter Troy. TWs 
Hercules, performs, and thus conjoins, the" b ° W of 
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"ottcn from this present armament, memorials ot my bow and 
arrows, convey to my funeral pyre. And this is what I advise 
thee, son of Achilles ; for neither without him art thou strong 
enough to take the plain of Troy, nor he without thee. But 
like two lions, co-mates 1 , guard ye, he thee, thou him: and I 
will send iEsculapius 2 to Troy, to cure thee of thy disease. 
For the second time must it be captured by my arrows 3 . But 
ye aware oi sins, when ye shall desolate the land, to Vk 
pious in your conduct towards the gods 4 , since Jove our sire 
accounts everything second to that, for piety never dies with 

man 4 ; live they, or die they, it perishes not. 

Ph. O thou that hast wafted to me thy long-desired 

accents, and at length hast appeared, 1 will not disobey thine 
orders. 

Nh. I too side with this resolve 0 . 

Her. Now delay not a long time to act, for opportunity and 

this sailing breeze astern impel you. 

Pir. Come now, as I proceed will call upon this land. 

Farewell O thou abode that didst help to shelter me, and ye 
watery nymphs of the meadows, and thou manly roar of Ocean 
dashing onwards, where often within my cavern have I been 
wotted* on my head in the stroke of the south wind, while 
many a groan in echo to my voice hath the Ilcrmiean hill 7 

* This is nlso from Homer, II. V. 

- This does not make Hclcmis n false prophet, because Neoptolcmus 
had not named the future, healers of rhilocteles on llelenus’ authority, 
hut when llelenus had predicted tlm cure, had of himself ascribed it to 
the most famous physicians in the army. Buttmnnn, however, does not 
answer Jacob rightly in every particular; for (he aid of .Eseulapms could 
not be required to expel the poison of the Let-mean hydra from a toot 
which Sophocles gives us no reason to suppose the hydra had ever touched, 
and which certainly the arrows so poisoned had not. 

a Alluding to tho overthrow of Lamina Ion. _ 

4 »pi 10 scholiast says that this has reference to the conduct of Neo- 
ptolemus, who slow Priam at the foot of the altar. In confirmation ot 
Hercules’ assertion that, the gods respect piety towards them, see tho 
debate of Jupiter with the other deities, as to whether he should control 
the destinies and rescue Hector. 11. XXII. The retributive vengeance 
which, according to Pindar, slew Neoptolcmus at tho altar, is worthy o 

remark. 

r» Wunder casta out this lino as spurious, pro more. 
nioro judiciously supposed that there is a lacuna. B. 
fl rUfuat, hit. by a common anachronism. 

7 The ilcrmrcun hill is mentioned hy /Kschylus, Again. 291. 
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t'.-i* j!u| ir 'l' ,u ni i U ni l RSt ‘ tosl . ^ ut now ’ ye fountains, and 
j 1 stream, I quit you, even now I quit you 

Sn 1 n " f Kf0rV PM * d ^ ho P°- Farewell, thou ’sea- 

St SSS KaU ‘ «-• and the advie^Tf 

nwwto, and the all-subduing deity*, that hath brought this to 


1 

ihe'oresm 7® I** 1 -'*’ havin £ offered our vows to 
i turn*. **“* **»cy come the protectors of our 

OD “f au ^ orif y of the 

'irAU» 4 j„ /* T . *a\ovfuytj r^ V vij fo Awr/ov 

frr» Vwdf. *»o wivofttvov. Mini grave p re . 

P*M roUnutc oon»tjiuu7*t*^7u™^l, j^ fI - nc ^“ ,tate fati > *1“* «*ei cujus- 
c-1- prven «t „ Ti„^ * cwca neoeteitate f»‘oru m , 

**»ai4. T« —wue^nte^ni * ,-r ^ f>aC Wi,l ‘ is worthy of 

Htulort***, u iMndieJ by Grecian* !* ferrin * *° thc M*b of 

P* — xr. ed. VeJpy. B . draa,aUsL ‘- *“ Purges* Preface, 
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(pub. at «.*.), cloth, 21.2,7 J ' ols - “‘PtTiul Svo, with Jsj ri^'tSt ^.^ ^ghUM 

EC mS!^?S« A '«° sn V 'm $!? ^lustrations 

wrappers, it, is . ; half-bound morocco, At. Us. M Lui J,te * d )ub * *« 15/. tfsj 

FLAXMAN’S HOMER. i*~« 

^.“ISSlbyKSoS! under Fnv,,,-, 

FLAXMAN'S /tSCHYLUS oblonjfoho ,pub. at5U,.). kdl. tfg'KS 

pl s^zsr 1 * ^ ow --<- - - - *, a. , 

* ft “• ’■ Ms -' '- «• 'Si; 

adequate impression.^ rK't“ b ““» «b*"pei i* Win b3*3 'J* 

FLAXMAN'S ACTS OF MERCY 

original l?rawm 1 i ( 'b,? 1 B 0 c t ', ons ' in 'he manner of int'ent i.,. 

a by 1. c. Lbwis. Oblong fobo (Jib at b> imitation „( , h . 

CELL AND CANDY'S POMPEIAN* l,,ub -^" "all-bound morocco, lb,. “7* 

^assssasaS^ 

bra»lnjrs Dy Goodall (’nnttr u„ J •'■*>» u«t emi; 

GOETHE'S FAUST ILLU^la ’ ' ,PUi ' 

* a£S® ^ 

■ 0 < J^ N A^K'?o, A ^ »tectJre. POem ' mth lustori “ 1 ' ,,nd dMCTi P‘^ uo,es 

(pub. at of.oa.J, clutli, 21 . 12r.'<W - rckitecture: with TJstimates n vo]i delJces ,' 10 "^'Grecian 

CRINDLAY'S ICAPT i w,e ' * " l, ' al ^ f'«« 

P^ 7 h^8,tW^ , f Attoli t C?n S si , ’r rlV,E ’ AIVID 

is perils tL'most exqubhcl "T" °' “ttS" i,Pi ** uSSf 

HANSARD'S ILLUSTRATED' 

»• ui S? 


1S30 


*vo, F 

SSSPifSStS a|pSSp|gSs 

-PUuaaK^r ecti0n «u«'er U .U*tr,£ d8 &5 
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CATALOGUE OF NEW HOOKS 


HOGARTH’S WORKS ENGRAVED BY HIMSELF, 

lo3 fine Plates {including the two \\<*l|-i;mmu “suppressed Plates ”). with elaborate Letter-nresa 
Descnpt.ons, by . 1 . Nin.o.,., Atlas h,ho ,m,l, at 50/.), hulf-bound morocco, gilt back and eS^s 
w 'tQ a secret pocket lor suppressed plates. 7 b Is* & 

HOLBEIN’S COURT OF HENRY THE EIGHTH. 

A Series of 80 exquisitely heimtiful Portraits, engraved by R a jtror.ozz i foorm n .u 1 nit.er^ ; n 
imitation of the oriir iua) Drawings preserved in tin* Koval'Collect ion at Windsor ■’with Historical 

»*y KnMr.n Lon™. W Published by Jo..* Wd>.Vr.H.”™“ 


T - S’ ■ , , j \ ' V - 1 t uuiiMitti dv JOHN UHMt 

Imperial 4tu (pub. at htb b>4\ )* Lb alt -bound morocco, full gilr back and cd^es, *V, Ijj. Ct<b 


1S1J 


1 n \ . ’ T S, 1 T * ■■ ----- - r .. ’ ■ CXi\ > unve, ni-nii* ui Hill Cl I O t CJ 

in^hU imiM.ul LiuuM‘a|H'!i engraved oil feted* the remainder beautifully engraved oo Wood 
Svo, elegant, m gilt cloth, 12&. ° 

HOPE’S COSTUME OF THE ANCIENTS, 

Illustrated in upwards o! ;i2l> henut itully-cneravcd Plates, contnininc Rt'prrsrutat ions nf 1'rvpTiiin, 
Greek, and Hmiian Hahns and Dresses. * vols* royal Svt>* ISew Edition, with nearly ~2d additional 
Plates, hoards, reduced in Cb ,>-<*. 1S-4I 

HOWARD {FRANK) ON COLOUR, 

An a Mkan.•* of Arir. being mi adaptation of the Experience of Professors to the Practice of 
Amateurs, il Inst rated by IS coloured Vl»t es 4 post Sy<k <■ 1* Ii gilt, Sa’. 1S;^S 

In t his able volume are shown the ground colours in which The most celebrated painters worked. 
If is very valuable to the connoisseur, well its the student, in puuuhiir ami water-colour 
drawing. 

HUNT’S EXAMPLES OF TUDOR ARCHITECTURE ADAPTED TO MODERN 

I1AUITATIONS. Kuynl It o, 1(7 Rimes, (pub. at ^i.) p half moroeeo, 11.-is, 1S3C 

HUNT’S DESIGNS FOR PARSONAGE-HOUSES, ALMS-HOUSES, ETC. 

Hoy ill -Ho, “1 riiUf*, (pub. nt l/. Is.), half morocco, 14s. 1841 

HUNT'S DESICNS FOR CATE LODGES, GAMEKEEPERS' COTTAGES, ETC. 

ltoyal 4lo, Id IMutvs, (pub* at lAi*,}, half morocco* Ht. IfDI 

HUNT’S ARCHITETTURA CAMPESTRE; 

OR, DCS 1(1 NS FOR DOUGHS* GARDEN HRS’ HOUSES, IN THE ITALIAN STYLE. 
12 Plates, royal -Ito, (pub. nt 1/. l#.), half morocco, 14s* IS27 

ILLUSTRATED FLY-FISHER'S TEXT BOOK. 

A Complete Guide to the St irnrr of Trout and Salmon Fishing, 11 v THKonni.l^ Sovtii, Gknt, 
(VI n, ('hit tv, iluuusn:n). With CH beautiful En grnvingn on Steel* after Fainting* by Coorru, 
Nivivin.x* Fikluiko, I.i:k, and others. Svo t (pub. nt 1 /. LlJ. cloth U'iif, Ukf. tkk ' lS-li> 

ITALIAN SCHOOL OF DESIGN, 

Cmihint ing of lot! Flutes, rhieily engraved by H a utoi.o^fi, after tbe original Pic in reft and D rawing! 
of Gukhoino, Micnakt AtvoKi.ti* llnMt.NiriUNo, A NKiuAl.it, Lvnovuo, mid Auosti>o Ca- 
HArn, Fiktiio i> a Go ft ton a, Gaiu.o M a hatti, and others, iii the Collection of ller Majesty, 
Imperial Un t (pub, nr III/, llhu}, Imll mm^iTO, gilt edges, lii t list. 184J 

KNIGHT’S (HENRY GALLY) ECCLESIASTICAL ARCHITECTURE OF ITALY, 

PHOM Til K TIMK UK HON 8 TANT1N!•; TO TUK PIFTKKNTll CKNTU K\’. With nn 
I nt rndurthiu and ToxL Imperial folio, Fivftt Scries., containing 40 beautiful and highly into* 
renting V lew a of Ecclesiastical buildings in Italy, acvcml of which are expemm i?ly ilUuuinaud in 
gold and colours, lmlLhound morocco, fW* fur, IS4JI 

Second and Concluding Serion. containing II beautiful and liighlv-interestiiig Views of Kccloi- 
aatieal Ituildlngn in Italy, arranged hi Chronological Older; wit h TDuftCriplive Get ter-press. Im¬ 
perial folio, hfilf-bumul morocco, yf, bs. IS 14 

KNIGHT’S (HENRY GALLY) SARACENIC AND NORMAN REMAINS, 

To llhiftimte (Iii* Norman* tn Sicily, Imp* folio. HO large Cnernvinga, eoimsting of Picturesque 
View a, Archil ret urn l Remain ft, Interiors and Ext priori* of liu tiding a, with dc»cripti\o Letter 
Freni*, (pub. ui hkr>^,) half morocco. It/. 1^. fid, JS(U 

The mmH\ i|ip LMulcn t'ulourcd like Dmwhigs, half-hmiml immioeo, t Sl. 80 * 1^16 

It ui very few copies aro now lir*t execntiTl in t Ui« expensive mmiuer. 


many 


hi cli are 


1341 


1 S-kS 


KNIGHT'S PICTORIAL LONDON. 

(1 void, hound In !l thick linmlmniifi voU. ittipcrlnl Hvo., Ill us t ruled liy (150 Wood EilKrAvingt, (pub. 
nt !W. :u.). cloth gilt, if. 1 h«. 1841-44 

LONDON.-WILKINSON’S LONDINA ILLUSTRATA; 

OH, (liunilb ANl) UlSTOHIOAli I til .O 8TK AT IONS of the most Intrrrsting nml Curious 
Arehltceluml Monntnetdft of I he Uitv and Snhnrbft nf London and Weatmlnwler, r. p., ftltmanicrie?, 
(Miureheft. Uharliahle I'oiiiulatioiift, Fnlnrerv Hid In, i'mirtn* Flnrc« of early Amuuc- 

inriitn, Thenlri'K, mid Old I louden. 2 vnU* impl. -Itih containing 2U7 Uopper-plate EngraTiiiffp t 
wUli Illitortcul nud Ucncriptlve Letter-iircs*, (pub, nt 20/. &#*) t hnlbbound morocco, bt.bs* 
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&c. Hoyal Ito, C\ PlntpR, beau- 

im: 


LYSONS’ ENVIRONS OF LONDON • 

»!?,T ZZT & of *“«* 

The same, lur K e l>a|>i-r. .1 w>K royal 4to., (pub. at |J(. j | doth, 3(. (j].' lU * " U ' 

MARTIN’S CIVIL COSTUME OF ENCLAND 
ME Ma R UK K a’cri,^l7^um,-im,. L wI^ TIONS 0F ANCIENT ARMS AND Ar'. 

throughout by the Author himself xiitl/rh . * ' / l,,II ' r<, . v( l <l . rurrectei ami <*ninrg, ( i 

( Ami kut Way, i\Z. m^r'ld V , * “‘I!.*''; a , n<v °‘ H'™ 1 * ail(1 Anti q L..arinn Frmnd*. 
natt'd, mostly m tola and silver, ex' 'oun.-of rh^’Vi ^ »' < m • n " s P^«didly illumi- 

also a new Plate ol the Tournament 0 t 1 neks I !/ "'T in Kmcland : 

edffes, 10/. Ida. 0t iilul hv >*> (|>uh. at-JI/.J, half-bound morocco mU 

e!m iUS,,y deSCribCS *“« «*»*«■„» as I VC OSIP ARAB LB ARMoua^- 

Comprisitii? Pai mid Ueek T-a^ N D „ ° N U M E NTS ; 

^ISSSfuSIkSi 

ROSES’ ANTIQUE VASES, CANDELABRA l amdc *r o i r* 

Tazzas, Tombs. Mausoleums, Se,,u-chr^ ( A \ LAMPS ,’ TRIp ODS, PATERAE, 
other Ornaments, 170 Plates several of wi.ir'i, ' 1 ^' * mernry l ru*. Sarcophagi, npi,i ■ anA 
8vo., (pub. at;</. ssj. cloth, |/.s” 01 V,UCh are CullK1 '^ "»th i.ctter-presJ, Wr*, inmil 

MURPHY’S ARABfAN ANTIQUITIES OP SPAIN ■ 1814 

GfS5?K n «'“&’",h "mnt i’ y l * Kf '*’ f '»**<*. 

J J.°. S ‘V CS ®* tlie Spanish Arabs, now cxistum m t i ,, H Ar< •''^‘efure. Sculpture, Paimimrs, ami 

ot Alhambra; the celebrated Mosque ami UOd-c -,V r ni " u il ', ,)l1 -' imnnufiei-ht Palme 

BATALHA, ,N PORTUGAL, 

SWte; 

N1 o? THI Bl!msH empire.*37° 1 Y OF THE ORDERS OF KNIGHTHOOD 

Gucinh 0 ”''^ fw C "t5?«- «»<» CUi?. ™h 0 |2S 

Woo& s ^ f l &cAlst- 

morocco backs, 5f. lbs. 6 d. cs of Camb ™*ge and Sussex. (Pub. at Id/, iV). cloth, S 

Complete to 1£}J 


portrain, 4 viK ^ * ** illumined, 

"?W^"S315 ^,“7 » f the British Order, „f 

S5#pSHS?S=Sg 

-he U,ei" “ ~e cU^ ,, ^eiile^S 

3 vols.8vu, Po u ®.h A KS^Ian R |f y ; lIT^k' fj) ^® AND PRACTICE. 

Tor classiral ArchTccturethetevt Wi ti „ ■ J/..1*.), cloth, 1/, |Gj. 1S41 

and the best Cmnnendium fnr h a 0 1 ie 1 rofession, the most useful r, • ? * i 1S ^ 

«»« ays Asswgj£HSSSSS 

J;j5v,™ ™ *" KiSViSf’ ™f H0LV LANt> . AND the JEWS 

Cuts (pub. at U. lor.), cloth K iit, 1(. or. B b ' ': ols - 5 “Pcr royal svo, with nbovelJo dne w5S’ 

.0pher Ork " hiCh “° famil y £houlJ be without. It will Merest the ehUd , 

51 tne chUd. and instruct the nUiio. 
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CATAior.rr. or nkw books 


PICTORIAL HISTORY OF GERMANY DURING THE REIGN OF FREDERICK 

Til L CiRLAT; in r 1 udi mr a complete 11 i>tnry i>I tin* Seven \furs’ Mac. By L'Masjcis Ki’gi.er. 
Illustrated by Auui.ru llKazisi,. lloval Svo with above ;>i*0 Woodcuts (pub. at li. S*\), cloth 

Kilt, Us. ' 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF FRANCE, „ „ 

froiii the establishment of t he Franks m Caul to flip period of the French Revolution. By G. M- 
Bussi-y mid T. (r - vols. imperial Svo. illustrated by upwards oi aOO beauti’iil Engravings 

on wood (pnh. at ths.L cloth gilt, li- ;,v - lsS " 13 

PICTORIAL HISTORY OF NAPOLEON. 

By Cl. M. Bpshky. - Mils, imperial Sm. ill us tented by nearly &IH» beautiful Engravings by Horace 
V iiortKT (pub. at 21. ’J.t.l, Kill clotl), li. Is. liAmniis, ls-lti 

PICTORIAL GALLERY OF RACE-HORSES. 

Continuing Portraits of all the Winning Horses ot the Derby. Oaks*, and St. Lexer Stakes during 
the Irt'-t Thirteen Years; and n History ot the piincipnl Operations of tin* Turf. By b u,i)iuK«t 

i tleo. Tati ersnll, Kmi.). Royal S.o r containing 7a beauti ful Kmtruviii^s nt Horses, after l'ietures 
V Cmiri.n* U k n u i n cv* Hancock, Aiukm. \Ve. Also. full-leiu;th chnracieristic Portraits of 
celrtnuied living Sportsmen ("Cracks of the Day") by Skvmoib (pub. at Sf. 2s .), sen.-let cloth. 
Kilt. IKa. 

PICTURESQUE TOUR OF THE RIVER THAMES, 

in its Western Course ; including particular Descriptions of Richmond, Windsor, and Hamilton 
Court in .lou> t'miKU Miihhu. Illustrated by upwards ot Uk> very hiKkly-tinislied Wood 
l*;inrravin«s by Ohkin Smith, Hii.ostio, 1,*?hiki.i,s, Linton, and oilier eminent artists; to 
which are added several beautiful Copper and Steel Hate Engravings by Cookb and others 
One liirj^it handsome volume, royal Svo (pub. at l/, -ut-}. -Tilt riot it, t'h, bd, lH4a 

The most beautiful volume of Topographical I.ignoijrnphs overproduced. 

PINELLTS ETCHINGS OF ITALIAN MANNERS AND COSTUME, 

Including hi« Carnival, Banditti. t *c.. 77 l’lates, imperial tto. balf-boimd tnoroeco, lis. ^ 

PRICE (SIR UVEDALE) ON THE PICTURESQUE . ..... . 

in Srenery an.l Landscape Gardening ; with nn Essay «n the On«m of Taste, and rtmeh additional 
matt™ Bv Mir Thomas Dick Lauvitn, Hart. Svo, with Ml beautiful Wood Bugranny* by 
Montagu fir*Ni.KY limb, ot If. la.), gilt cloth. Via. »»*- 

PUGIN’S GLOSSARY OF ECCLESIASTICAL ORNAMENT AND COSTUME ; 

netting forth the Origin, History, and SiRiiilientinn of the various Emblems. Devices, and ^yn.hol- 
ieiil Colours, peeulinr to Christian PcsUti of the Middle Ages. Illustrated by ncnrly SO 1 Inti's, 
sjileinlkiHv punted in gold find colours. Hoy ill Ito, halt inn voeco extra, top edges gilt, e- 

PUGIN’S ORNAMENTAL TIMBER GABLES, 

delected fiom Aneient Katun pies in England mul N«mmuuly. Loyal -Itn, dO Mates, cloth, H-l^ 

PUGIN’S EXAMPLES OF GOTHIC ARCHITECTURE, 

delected from Ancient Kdniees in king land ; cornual imx.ol I’luna, l'-levations,, Seetioiis, and 1 nr s a 
Innrr. with Historical and Deaenptive letterpress. illustrated by —Engi-aungs by Ln, Km x. 
:i voIh, (pub. »! l-f. rlinh^ 7 

"TOWS® .I «b~ «*.!«». <->r».a. «*• 

RA ?.Sh!fS?.5 „r 

(pub. at l/. s*.). cloth k'IL Ill*- I'd* 

rfvmdi DS’ (SIR JOSHUA) GRAPHIC WORKS, .... , 

RE -ImuT)o.7in,l Fniravlima uamn.riDing nearly 400 m.lnrctai artor this detigl.fft. 1 |«Inter engrmcd 
m, Sir. I by S \£ Reynold*. ?1 vi.h, folio ()mh. at :»M hull hound morocco, Kill edges, l-L 1-J. 

REYNOLDS' .!,» Theory „.ul .-mr.lr.- ft IW- 

u'T 'Vii l ‘"iniirncv .ohInndera and Holland, with V.ntiv Jm* on l*lot«w.« i Du Fv.^novS Art of 
» ’u-uli i^nten 'Pii which la pmilxed, a Memoir ol tlie Author, with Uenuu.k* lUiisinittvt 

of lil»i tVr8itr 1 1 ilVt^ iiuiU 1 rne'llets,*hy ll^ounr.’ New LdltUm. ‘d vola. leap. Svo. with I'mtnu. (pub. 

linVS’t"*"''V'n«lVal! towpiP. ail'd eirntrlbuL*, not lemt Umu the production* ol In* pmieiL to rcudo 
|\(n ntinic immorlaL* ,r — worthrotfi. 

R °^ S ?Zl ,, r uu ... m-Ki-tr 

Improved, Edit ion. Hoyal -Mo (pnh. id M. I«-1. hull utmoeen, ft*. 

ROBINSON’S NEW SERIES OF ORNAMENTAL COTTAGES AND VILLAS, 

bll l'lutCD by IUuuinu mid Am.om. Hoytd hall morocco, -1 —*> 
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ROBINSON'S ORNAMENTAL VILLAS 

9G Plates (pub. at 4/. 4s.), half morocco, : 7 . 5 *. ' 

ROBINSON’S FARM BUILDINGS. 

jC Plates (pub. at 2f. 2s.), hall morocco, If. lj 5 , c</. 

lodges and park entrances 

43 Plates (pub. at 2/. half morocco, If. uZZl, KMIVCe5 - 

ROBINSON’S VILLAGE ARCHITECTURE 

1-ourth Liiitjou, with additional Plate. 41 Plates (pub at 1/ Ids ) halfhn i 

SHAKSPEARE PORTFOLIO; * 1 half bound uniform, if. 4*. 

r ^ L Sto 1 /^"coo^e^ WesnlT iFlt"'* i" 05 * emin ^t British Arties 

SH fIXFURNITURE, 

TilcSme, large paper, impL 4to„ t he Hate, UtomeUFttb «t w'^ H^ir 

SHAW’S LUTON CHAPEL, P 6 *-LUalf-btrand*uncut r 3f.3» > 

'“>«* 20 highly finished Line Engraving, 

Consisting t LLm!]^7o°h,!^^„^ 1 ^.,|- l "l’ ER q ARY CURIOSITIES. 

interesting Localiti " resting Autocrrimlm &**»»*». .. 

Ac. &c. ; containing iw nates, so 
half morocco, uncut, reduced to 31. 

SPORTSMAN’S REPOSITORY * 1840 

C O 111 nriSlJiff h ^ n r t L 1 ^_i i >■ - i ^ 


?->/ bcauHNltyenirt«i U ]'!t I ctog[*n irfThS^ 3 OF GREA T BRITAIN. 

Hfau.rtahK^V^a ittSttoniy iViS fV* 

ST p r u 77; r i,^ f 7 0 f est BR ^AN^ c ^ SCOTIC 

strutt*s dresses ai\id haritc * r ^ 1320 

ENGLAND, 

and Explanatory Kotos 
Ihe 1 lares coloured, 7f 
m the Missal style. 20f 

Qtdmttic' n ~ °—* ‘ WCi » iiaa opaque colou 

STRUTT S RECAL AND ECCLESIASTICAi a 1»)2 

Co^^fo'Hc.n^P^. ^P ^irafJ^L^l'OUITIES OF ENGLAND. 

under their severnf t0 S eI her with many of the rvjh»i S D ^ onarc hs from Edward Hu* 

*M»I ^SSrSPtaSLfSS?- a T ‘j J f T a F s ,hat 

v uh thc Dresses, 12 t. 12*7 “ * Tbe 1 Jatea coloured, -if. 49 . %jJen*Udlj ilkS* *’*S.A. 

*1BpfSK .. ” “ 

"Safa•' “• - ■—»»—.»MWk. t t 

TAVI t artists. It has lougbeen 

CREA T BRITAIN. 

of the Kate of modem m.»-VMted Statu Gantt* 
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CATALOGUE OF NEW BOOKS 


WALKER’S ANALYSIS OF BEAUTY IN WOMAN. 

PveceJfd by a critical View of the general Hypotheses respecting Beauty, by Lkonahdo da 
< INC , Meng a, \Vx n c kelmaNn, Humk, IIogarth, Burke, Kxi&HT, Alison, and others. New 
fctfSition, royal Svo, illustrated by 22 beautiful Plates, after drawings from life by H* Howard, 
hy Gauci and Lane (pub. at 'is,), gilt cloth, IL 1$ IS4C 

WATTS'S PSALMS AND HYMNS, 

1 elites that ki> 1£tutiqn t complete, with indexes of ** Subjects/' " First Lines,” and a Table of 
Scriptures, 8vo*, printed in a very largr and beautiful type, embellished with 24 beautiful Wood 
Cuts by Martin, Wes tall, and others, (pub. at )L Is.), gilt cloth, Js. 6cf. 


WHISTON'S JOSEPHUS, ILLUSTRATED EDITION, 

Complete; containing borh the Antiquities and the Wars of the Jews. 2 voh. Svo, handsomely 
printed, embellished with beautiful AVood Engravings, by various Artists, (pub. at If.4$. b cloth 
boards, elegantly gilt, 14$, , 184o 

WICHTWICK’S PALACE OF ARCHITECTURE, 

A Romance of Art and History, Imperial Svo, with 21L Illustrations, Steel Plates, and Wood- 
cuts, (pub. at 21* 12$. 6cl»h cloth, W. 1340 


WILD'S ARCHITECTURAL GRANDEUR 

Of Belgium, Germany, and France, 24 fine Plates by Lk Kbux, S:c* 
half morocco, 1/. 4s*. 


Imperial 4to (pub, at If. l$s,) r 

184? 


WILD'S FOREIGN CATHEDRALS, 

12 Plates, coloured and mounted like Drawings, in a handsome portfolio (pub. at 12L 12#*), impe 
rial folio, bs , 


WILLIAMS' VIEWS IN GREECE, 

64 beautiful lane Engravings by Mii.lkr, IIorshurgr, and other®* 2 vols.imperial Svo, (pub. 
at 6 L 6a.}, half bound morocco extra, gilt edges, 2/, 12$. bti, IM* 


WOOD'S ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUITIES AND RUINS OF PALMYRA 

AND BALBEC. 2 vola. in 1, imperial folio, containing: 110 tine Copper olate Engravings, 
very large ami folding, (pul>.at 7 *. 7#>L half ^morocco, uncut* 3I> 13#. w. 1327 


jflatutnl Jftistotj*, agriculture, See. 

- »- 


ANDREWS' FICURES OF HEATHS, ^ . # . 

With ScicutWlc Descriptions. 6 vol». royal Svo, with 300 beautifully coloured Plate#, (pub. at 
cloth. gUt. 7*. 111#. liWJ » 

BARTON AND CASTLE’S BRITISH FLORA MEDICA; 

OR, HISTORY OK THE MEDICINAL PLANTS OK GREAT BRITAIN. Svols.Svo, lUiis- 
trnted by upward® of 200 Coloured Figure® of Plant®, (pub*at 3$,}# doth* H, 16$. 

BAUER AND HOOKER’S ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE GENERA OF FERNS, 

In which t he character* of each Genus arc displayed In the most elaborate manner, In a series or 
magnified Dissections and Figures, highly finished In Dolours. Imperial Svo, 1 lates, 61. lsw-w 

BEECH EY.—BOTANY OF CAPTAIN BEECHEY’S VOYAGE, . 

Coinnrblnir lui Account of the Plants collected by Messrs, Lay and Cotinn, and other Oulcers of 
theTxti™Rtl«n. during the Voyage to the Pacific and Behrings Straits. By Sir W 11 . 1.1 am 
jxntsuN Huiikhii, and «. A. W. Akmott, lisu., illustrated by UK) Plates, beautifully engraved, 
complete In 10 parts, <lto. (pub. at 71 . 10#.), 51. 1SKU '* 1 

BEECHEY,—ZOOLOGY OF CAPTAIN BEECH EY'S VOYAGE, 

(Jonndied from the Collections and Notes or Caption Uukciikv mid the SclentIfle Gentlemen 
who accompanied the K*petititon. The Mammalia, by l)r. IticuAnwson s Ornithology, by N. a. 
V.oon«. Bsu." Fishes, bv O. T. Lay, Esq., and IS. T. Bni.Ni.TT, J>™*™** %UicHAn® 

Owhn, Ebu, ; UopUki* by Joint Luw*tui Guay, Shell®, by W* Sowbhdy, biQ* , , 

Geology, by thu lU?v ¥ ilr. UuruuNu, 4to. Illustrated by 47 Flute*- containing many hand™ 
Figure®! beautifully coloured by Sowunm, (pub, At hi* cloth, 3i* UU. wf* 

BOLTONS NATURAL HISTORY OF BRITISH SONG BIRDS. 

llluntratcd with Figure® 
rtil Attitude®; their Ne* 
revised and very considerably 
coloured plAtoi (pub 
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BROWN’S ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE LAND Awn rercu 

OFGRKAT BRITAIN AND lltFlJwi)"f„ t n ° i 1 ? 0 F * ESH WATER SHELLS 

Species Royal 8vo, containing on IV Urpe Plates SITi’./u r** o! ’ nIi'Vi T* Lo< 'V 1 '' ,,f *»ie 
in their full Size, accurately drawn from Nature, (pub. at lit. )', c\o*hj it*, td !'“ liri ' ,vU 

CURTIS’S FLORA LONDJNENSIS * **** 

-V'Tvr'- * ■ ir "• ■>««— 

^ro 1 ^. 8 & e " na -i 1 <%vi‘ i:^ S J ’r ^v; * v>.;^ 

'si’lCCllCS of parasite*! nsi f. IS (on Ulishnl U |,,j tT ^ OR BRITISH 

iM«r Sr-** ^ -«- »”& 

D0 "ZT,,f J N 0 A J^ D H ^TORY OF THE INSECTS OF INDIA. 

sitcly coloured figures (|>ub. at of. M.), cloth, gilt.'VcJtK’vi' lo' u l > "nr ( l8 of IJfl exout. 

DONOVAN’S NATURAL HISTORY OF THE inVpotc ,sr- ^ ‘ M ‘ 

Bitelv coloured figures (pub. at Gt. fo.)\ doth, l\U 2 L foimui,i,, n upwards of l*) e»q„j. 

X '™ f "y'-Xaturatist. ‘ *“ llld|a a,,d U,infl ' are ^ 1 ’lrndMly illustrated and extreinHv 

«i.ipMv...... aM 

..umber of aperies arc deliXiSJ Cor 1 “ d “ “*' J «-*■'“'. S&T&'S 

D< ?5KS:: wtish NATURAL HISTORY. 

Any of the classes may bo lilul separately.^ ' 1 i ' TCC " ,,,lMu ^’ ed k v s , ^u'bi.k/^T 

FORE.cn ENTOMOLOGY • 

l2moi,w;,V^ 

CR 5 VIL K E ’ S , CRY PT0CAMIC FLORA 1<ts 

discovered n ^coaS al o S voT,'"uyai'sU" Si,''I 1 ' B,i .'* in - inrl >'*i'<' of all the NcxvWcie 
M a complete Work , " W&TJi 

irtlimo« , ' V '"!d"h'd,;', i nnt 5| cl SnU '', S T'«»«“ <-i;’ 

duced i„ ,bis\r„?; y : he ,n ° 51 st ' ,c “ ,,nc “■* ™ iaKsTLss,';^^ 

Their Nntur B nnawn^m K MhwMitb l ^®!7i ,SH MOTHS AND BUTTERFLIES 

exquisitelv enlmirai,] .*f’ liu . (t . er, l it ' ? ' laferiiillars. At. n .>a ,t !* 41 pl*it«% cm 


above dbo fibres of* Mol ^ l voL .n,f SJSr ^ f 7 « I| r improve 

exquisitely coloured after i S ' c «reri»illars, Ac., and the Pin.!!. ** 1 H ''^'tmninir 

*>»» «'■««.cly bl-ailifnl worl^ 0,1 " Uuh r "<<- 

flies of the lull natural size in all n»«" 1* 4 "bicli eon mi ns our FmriisK \f .i IS-io 

which they feed. ’ 11 U theu * cba »^s of Caterpillar, ChrJ' Ac w?tiMhe “ B tlf ler “ 

OF ferws. 

VeZT7 r ffiU e i d * €s ' l ' 1L * f ° 10 ' WUh U ° beaut ^wHy coloured Plates^!pub'^J -/ j*? 

The grandest atul most valuable of tho rrt B . ’ 1 * n * -^40, 

HOOKER’S EXOTIC FLORA / scientific Worts produced by Sir WiUUu,, Uoofc£ 

Containing Fieures ami hntr. - 

s SSBSSf^ i? ^ 

, •: The. ExoUc n„: - b v Dr TT' m , ° r valuable wort,, 1 

saiKts&S eSSSwSsas sva 
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CATALOGUE OF NEW BOOKS 


HOOKER’S JOURNAL OF BOTANY ; « recolnmeu 4 themselves by their novelty. 

Containing Figures and. Descriptions ot such _ Ue d. in the Vrts, in Medicine, anti m 

rarity, or history, or by the uses to ^l\%±«n?ralNotScs ami Information, and oeca- 

Domestic Economy ; together with occ ^ 1 ^ - f 4 , vnis, Hvo numerous plates, some coloured, 
sional Portraits and Memoirs of eminent Botanists. 4 *ol». »'«• numerous pia.es, ,^-j 

(pub. at 3L), cloth, 1 /. 

HOOKER’S BOTANICAL WIISCELLANY > recommen d themselves by their novelty, 

r^ty'":^.^^ o? by «UdT t teynrj; allied min 

domestic Economy, together vvul,fie T^eUers Comnlete in 3 thick vols. 

(pub- at SI. o,), gilt cloth, 2t. 12.. «L *30-33 

HOOKER’S FLORA 80^^, ^Mtx'u AMERICA. Illustrated by 240 plates, complete 
toVeil-e Part's. n.yal 4to “pub tt lit'. 12..), 81. The Twelve Parts complete, done up m 2mta. 
royal no, extra cloth, 8 L 

HU1SH ON BEES; , T M . NAGEWENT New and greatlv im- 

TH El II NATURAL HISTORY DI> GENERAL A1AA t ' s in every department of 

proved Edition, containing also the latest 1 lsco '' , Htvrr now in use thick l2mo, Portrait and 
the Apiary, with a description of the most approved Hives now in use, iuilk 1944 

numerous Woodcuts (put), at 10s. ftci.), cloth gi » * 

LATHAM’S GENERAL HISTORY OF BIRDS. four thousand) hitherto known 

Being the Natural History ami Description O , Writers the second enlarged and 

or described bjr Naturalists, with 'he .fj;""").™* »«subsequent to the mnner 

green morocco, gilt edges, P3U2.. 

LINDLEY’S BRITISH FRUITS 5 f „ ttt p \tn<*T TMPORT4NT VARII 1 > 1 

OR, FIGURES AND DESCRIPTIONS OF THE MO TJMPO cont ^ nins K)2 most beau- 
fi£urco®?W^ D cU& 6 “M T 4w™-VArtist to the Horticultural Society, (pub - 
10 / 10 $.) half-bound, morocco extra, gilt edges, o£. a#. .. .. 

«This is an exquisitely beautiful work. Every plate is Uke a highly finished draw.ng, sum.a, 
to those in the Horticultural t ransactions. 

LOUDON’S (MRS.) ENTERTAINING ^ ^ 

being Popular Descriptions, Tales, ^Kshea. Reotiles Insect^ &c., of which a knowledge is indiB- 
hending all the Quadrupeds, Birds, Wishes, Kjpti 1 ’ . fi J Popular Names, an Explanation of 

pensable in polite education. Y\ ith lndexe illustrated bv upwards of 400 beautiful woodcuts 
Serins, and an Appendix ..f 1 abulnus A miuaU, enlnrgcd, and corrected t ? 

the'present Knowledge. In one thick vol. post Svo, gilt cloth, 7s. 6 £ ^ 

m \'S7Ja S' ofSSS‘I fssis 

*sr»atss«!S«y8=S®tB vtft^srsjxstiss 

saA‘ia^‘£s&^5!bi«i •“ es 

If. 1 $. 

"^S^^SSs^ftKfe-sswss. asa-a -a 

K*-— s r 5 

executed froodcuts, and a Geological Map, cloth B Ut, l-». 

"SsasSSs?* 1 =™'*~ ** “« 

the Plates beautifully coloured (pub. at If. 8 ff.), clotl1 ff ut - * 

« This is, without any exception, the most xru\y Mudte 

hitherto appeared, from the dnys of W jdlnug; y ^ V y e most heartily concur with the 

paints; other authors give the husk, Mudie the • t v u , tlie lu -st few numbers of his 

opinion expressed of this work Lew in, Montagu, and 

right pl**BHHiit London Jout nal. The de^cr j »»%,. snirit-stirring emanations of 

even fv ilson. will no. for m, in.tnut nM £iqJa2S£^3Sl5y author who so 

he paints,"— Wood's Ornithological Guide. 
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RICHARDSONS GEOLOGY TOR BEGINNERS, 

fa Explanation of Geology and lie associate Sciences, Mineralogy Physical 

?i tJonoholoKy Fo.-il Botany, and I'alaootology Inoludlu* foSES 

Collections, <Lc. My O. F. Richardson, F.U..S. (formerly with i>r. ilnuo-Il now ol me Unn.i. 
Muhcuin). Second bdulon, considerably enlarged and improved. Oita Illicit vot Dost Hvo illat 
trated by upwards of260 Woodcut, (pub at 10..W). clotU. 7.. Od pu,t 8> °' U ^J, 

SELBY’S COMPLETE BRITISH ORNITHOLOGY. 

gilt back and gilt edges, 31/. li 1 foll °* eU ff nnt ly haif bound morocco (pub. at lust), 

AuZte". d ?orTh?^^ V* “ me tor ■»•«* bw. AS! 

*“■ em^tlTw is» o is,- 

a.“tUs h of Mr^Selby! ^uPvrithSit d^t^A^mSf.'SS^'.'V'S'H.? Kjorlou.ly Illuminated work 
and will stand a comparison, without anv’ec ftnr K* wi° f si 1 , 0 b J lld ever Published in Briiaiu, 
logical illustrations of the French school ihr sMtiv l « I T' wllb most magniheent ornitho- 
scientific naturalis^-B/acitu^i Marine * ** *“ d de ' eer *Us ™ukad high « a 

SELBY’S ILLUSTRATIONS OF BRITISH* ORNITHfiLArv 

2 vota. Svo. Second Edition (pub. at ll™)\ boards?{^ ITHOL °C Y - 

SIBTHORP’S FLORA CR^ECA. l3M 

"acri 

S of!ni RP S FLOR/E CR/EC/E PRODROMUS. 

thorp : C ha^SteresetWymm^nawmni um cu 111 ^ Aim if l t* In ? aUfc Qnmrf* imrnit Jon. Sib- 
in 2 thick vols. Svo (pub. at 2?Sj U? CUm AnnotaUonibu » ^uu. Four parts. 

SOWERBY’S MANUAL OF CONCHOLOCY Wl " 1 ’ 1816 

Contaming a complete Introduction to the Science illiistnkt^.i t „ , , 

Shells, etched 011 cop per-plates, in which the l ■ 1 by upw . anN af «0 Figures of 

Genera established up to the present Ume armnlli. 1 L 1 ate r istu: V xam P ,es nre given of all the 
Explananons; Observations reap earing f° £ Mn g B t>i P d bv copkme 

Tftbulap Views of the Systems of Lamarct nn.t or Geological distribution of each* 

H®w lMltion. oonrtdB^SS^i3^^™J2; “JSh nHl* ‘ Glo “"V »* T«bui«l Tcm^ vc' 
added, Svo, cloth. Be. the7b<^ “loCa clSL^ “«»««>« wood cut. in the ton. now fini 

SOWERBY’S CONCHOLOGICAL ILLUSTRA-nniue 1843 

BB 

SPRY’S BRITISH CQLEOPTERA DEUIUEATrn Wl-to 



S^IAWOW’S EXOTIC COMCHOLOCV • 

&ULE 



STEPHENS’ BRITISH ENTOM^OC^^”^^ 8 ^ 10 ^ 

-Qr^eparatclv^iirmopi.i^S «• ^ _ 

rola*4Mfc DiuiAfnti,Oinor, 

BEAU'hitrutd., OR tTNDESCRIBKD 
ed figures of Shells, half-bound 

S ZOOLOGICAL ILLUSTRATIONS* 

?5vi9^t FIGURES AND DESCRIPTIONS OV’Ww n AV _ 

ANIMALS, selected chiefly from the Classes JfOraitholQ^®^ OR PTERBSTINO 

S&.T 1 9l V0 ' “ n * ainto ' ai8 coloured 

SWEET’S FLORA AUSTRAL A SIC A : 

OIL A SELECTION OF HANDSOME O^R CURIOUS PT awks w .. 

and the South Sea Islands* lb Noa ftntminw one vnl mnni Natives of New Holland, 

coloured plates.(pub. at 3/. 15a), cloth, 1 / L ®PTtl8w^ complete^ with 56 beautifully 

SWEETS. CISTINOE: , * 


"iSssssSssisS* 8 ®*" “ Ta 

Wlgr... natural 

With the riate»teo&ffl r. (P«b. at S«.). cloth. 2. fid 
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CATALOGUE OF NEW BOOKS 


fEUsceUaneous SSngltsfi fUterature, 

INCLUDING 


HISTORY, BIOGRAPHY, VOYAGES AND TRAVELS, POETRY, AND THE 

DRAMA, MORALS, AND MISCELLANIES, 


B *b£X ghXd S £,atin. With an Introductory E«*y. and copious Indexes. Complete^ 

2 large vo\s. imperial 8vo, Portrait, (pub. at 2f, **.), cloth. It. 1&*. 

BACON’S ESSAYS AND ADVANCEMENT OF LEARNING* 

With Memoir and Notes by Dr. Taylor. Square 12rao., with 34 Woodcuts, (pub. at 4«T)* ornamental 
•wrapper, 2 *. Gd. 

8A Jin E A S n °(XK)To H lliO B ^Jo ™ of Greenwich Hospital. 2 thick elegantly-printed 

sols, foolscap Svo. illustrated by 2-1 Portraits of British Admirals, heautitolly engraved on Steel, 
and numerous Woodcuts of Battles, (pub. at IL Is.), cloth gilt, 14s. 

“ These volumes are invaluable; they contain the very pith and marrow of our best Naval 
Histories and Chronicles."— Sun. 

" The best and most complete repository of the triumphs of the British Navy which has yet 
issued from the press.”" - N iii fed Servtct Gaxette- 

B °?„M tnhi^t iTtorV IlTtSes and Privileges of the several Ranks of the English Nobility and 
Gentry, particularly of the Great°‘5 . C ,T”L s H*8l® nl lf pESidency, Rules to be observed at 

S 3 

elegantly printed, (pub- at 16*0 > cloth gut, 7** 

BOSWELL'S LIFE OF 

Ediths: wU numerous additional N oics and ky “tt bh^ SEJmSE 

Supplementary Volumes of Anecdotes by . Awards of 60 Views, Portraits, and Sheets 

ofAutograpUs! flnoly'engrtffcd*cm Steel, from Drawing. Ey Stanfield, Harding. &e„ cloth, reduced 
t0 ^;«i 5 new. improved .andi greatly.entarged edition, bcauUfitUy 

ggiPBfiaSMSSSfnssis^ - * - " 1 -—— 

«S L Jr - ■*——ms 

Napoleon and Frontispiece, (pub. at 5i.) # cloth, 3s. 6d. 

BRAND’S ANTIQUITIES j Scotland, and Ireland; revised mid con- 

eSSSfiSSS&iK 1 * — * w “ 1 * 

£”£ , “Srts^KfsssaisJ £ OTT.?» , ssiAis!i 

Portraits (pub. at 3f. 3s.)» doth, 1&«* « 

«< a\ v Thomas Browne, the contemporary of Jeremy Taylor, nookc. Bacon, Solden.and^grt 

, tVo^2is‘u n r e n*% on .ub^';r 

Chamber* 
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“Mr. Buck... 
titally—or" t hoi 

jrm m. ^ _ j . 


t VClUUUd, 

Together 

--VI I^s, utl, 

iicaiiy or tlic^S and* proCTeTs?'t^ii^Sufieture? uadJ tiD * °1 bistorioalI 5 r MditotiS 

ef “* * J 

crrcat acuteness obsm^mion/'—Xifwrar^Carerti! 1 ^^ States< ^iffently collected by a man of 

BLi ^. KE ’ s jEDWUfMDj WORKS. 

ba^^l^ Rogers. 2 vol, imperial Svo, closely but 

B ^01^KNG LAX D^SCo? L.fy D,^,\^^^’ GENERAL ARMOURY 

tdition with a Supplement. One veTlaS !,V iJ! er - 1 f7' and a dictionary of Terras Third 
ID double columns, bv Wujttingi,*?, V£L\r ‘ ,n P crm } Sv °> beautifully printed in smill ,1 

minated in gold and colours; also Woodcuts, {pilb. at2tSeVilo^hSl/f? l i tis J )iece » richly illu* 

Eoi| N 'rfn' 110ri v• lj , earm p' and incorporates all time have Vit) 1>uh } lf,licd -. D contains upwards of 

apncarciM| S> i * & Ct> ^ frrr ?% Hobson, and others - besides manv t°t CCn ^{ ven ^ Guillim, Ldmond- 
appearta in any previous Work. This volunin i y thousand names which have never 

meiit, contains more than four ordinary quanos. ' 1D a 8maU Com P a£S > but without abridg! 

U B R Y N ?lH^5a stfoTT ciupTivw ^ LLAN CUNNINGHAM AND Notfc 

fi^Porrnut ««<) IW. (pub.’« li.|. uS < vS“ A&T * 

‘‘P I*''' f.! ’ h Vu"rn'»‘e C 'v , <’r’^ot r d w u’e" if/r p" r " S * in a sin S le '*™'. Svo. It rontaintMt 

.> B a?^*‘ o n*.f^‘ 1 Su - E ’-''^“, C ^f t™’'‘f u ^ 

iritfTestjn lt LitV* hv 111 ^ p *• P j rcuinstcUiCE*s of bis various writing* full And interest^ 

contain above ttvo-tliirds ofthelbov e J ' 1 " nd tl,e " hole volume in o'nivoOiJies donoi 

^JiLSW OF PETRARCH. 

1 orttana aad Plate,, (pub. at li. 11J. SeC0Ud Edition - 2 vole. Svo, fi„ e 

LIBRARY EDITION. 

rortrd'tfjpub! SsfSS, cIoVl? 1^2^ W "“* lt bandsimefy Kt^/uUb'* 6 ? t0 

tee» f > h 

A production of trreater 1 ,;.+^ ^ - *> r Possession. 

Vbich will directly l^£w^fiUS™SS 0uM h?"**1* imagined I, j, , '*** 

“There is hardly anv man in , . ~ Ltier<tr y Gazette. ° * « a standard work, 

w boni know so‘littV e tlmes wh ° bHs so We a ana• 

county ever produced * \Y* *^ the crreafp^<£r *^ dce in 0] ir history and nf 

*“■** w' UCtd - " • resard Work, ihuretaTJ ot^f?fi“ B “ d 0«;or fhaTt'i.iJ 

chatterton-s works, 

Boih Qil-lri VI * . * 

ling his Letters; with XbHm, ^ i..-_ T - , ... 

the Bowlcy 
printed, with 
at loa.J, cloth, Un, 

1B12 

Scott, Wordsworth 

<jn ( - rrCc i lasting immor- 


ii«-. x - v > ipuw.M ten, ,eio t h 12 * - J uu 

once m many centurie..'--^^ Home, aud Shakapeare, which appear, no, , 

Proic /I r- __ ** ^ u °t above 


COOPER'S 


’ vpuu> ttt u * J 0#.L gat cloth. 
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CATALOGUE OF NEW BOOKS 


COPLEY'S (FORMERLY MRS. HEWLETT) HISTORY OF SLAVERY AND 

ITS ABOLITION, Second Edition, with an Appendix, thick small avo./nr.e Portrait of Clarkson, 
(pub. at 6*0, cloth, 4a. 6<i. 1839 

COSTELLO'S SPECIMENS OF THE EARLY FRENCH POETRY, 

From the time of the Troubadours to the Reign of Henry, JLY., past8vo.,-with4 Plates, (pub. at 
10s. 6d.), cloth. 7*s* 1333 


COWPER'S COMPLETE WORKS, EDITED BY SOUTHEY; 

Comprising his Poems, Correspondence, and Translations; with a Life of the Author, 15 vols. 
post 8vo, embellished with numerous exquisite Engravings, after , the designs -of :Habyei, (pub. 
at 32. 15#.)) cloth, 22. 5s. 1835-7 

This is the only complete edition of Courier's "Works, prose and-poetical, which has ever 
been given to the world. Many of them are still exclusively copyright/and consequently cannot 
appear in any other edition. 

CRAWFURD’S (J.) EMBASSY TO SIAM AMD COCHIN-CHINA. 

2 vols.Svo, Maps, and25 Plates, (pub.-at.U. 11s, 6<f.), cloth,. 12s. 1330 

CRAWFURD'S EMBASSY TO AVA, 

With an Appendix on Fossil Remains by Prof. Bu’cexanb, '2 vols.Bvo, with 13 Maps,/Plates, and 
Vignettes, (pub. at 12. 11s. 63.), cloth, 12s. 1334 

CRUIKSHANK’S THREE COURSES AND A DESSERT. 

A Series of Tales, in Three Sets, viz., Irish, Legal, and Miscellaneous. Crown Svo. ^vrith 51 
extremely clever and comic IBustratioos, (pub. atl7,1#.), cloth, gilt, 9#. 1344 

44 This is an extraordinary performance. Such an union of the painter, the poet/and the novelist, 
in one person, is unexampled, A tithe of the talent that goes to making the stories would set up 
a dozen of annual writers; and a tithe of the inventive genius that Is display eriurxhe illustrations 
would furnish a gallery.”— -Spectator* 

DEBDIN’S BIBLIOMANIA, OR BOOK-MADNESS. 

A Bibliographic^‘Romance,‘New'Edition, with considerable. Additions, including a Keytn the 
assumed *Characters in the Drama, and a Supplement. 2 vols. royal 8vo,.handsomely,printed, 
embellished by -numerous Woodcuts, many of which are now first added, (pub. .at 32.3#.), cloth, 
1 f. 1 Large Paper, imperial'8vo, of which only-very: few copies were printed, (pub. af 52. 5#.), 

cloth, <32.18#. 6d. 1843 

This .celebrated'Work, which unites the entertainment of a romance with -the most valuable 
Information on '■all bibliographical -subjects, has long been very scarce and-sc Id for considerable 
sums^the small paper for 82. 8#., and the large paper for upwards of 50 gu ine as 11 1 

DRAKE'S SHAKSPEARE AND HIS TIMES, 

Including the Biography of the Poet, Criticisms on his Genius and "Writings, a new Chronology 
of his Plays, and a' History of the Manners, Customs, and Amusements, Superstitions, Poetry, and 
Literature of the Elizabethan Era. 2 vols. 4to, {above 1400 pages), with fine Portrait and. a Plate 
of Autographs, (pub. at 52.5#.), cloth, 12. Iff. 1317 

■« A masterly production, the publication of which will form-an epoch .in; the Shaksperian his¬ 
tory of this country. It comprises also a complete and critical analysis of all the Plays and 
Poems of Shakspeare; and a comprehensive and powerful sketch of the contemporary, litera¬ 
ture. 1 '—Grffntieiwfln'ff Magazine. 


ENGLISH CAUSES CELEBRES, 

OR, REMARKABLE TRIALS. Square 12mo, (pub.at Af.)/ornamental wrapper,'2*. .1344 


FENN'S PASTON LETTERS. 

Original Letters of the Paston Family, Written during the Heigns of Henry VI.,'Edward IV., and 
Richard III., by various Persons of Rank and Consequence, chiefly on Historical Subjects. New 
Edition, with Notes and Corrections, complete in 2 vols. bound in I, square 12mo, (nub. at 10#.), 
cloth Kilt, 7a, 6 d. Quaintly bound in maroon morocco, carved boards, in the early .style, gilt 
edges, lbs. I 84 ® 

The original edition of this very curious and interesting series of historical Letters is a rare 
book, and sells for upwards of ten guineas. The present is not. an> abridgment,‘fts might be sup¬ 
posed from its form, but gives the whole matter by omitting the duplicate version -of the letters 
written in an obsolete language, and adopting only the .more modern*readable version published 
by Fenn. 

"The Paston Letters are an Important testimony to the >provressireco«dition df society, and 
come in as a precious link in the chain of -the moral history of "England, which they alone in this 
' period supply. They stand indeed singly in Europe.”—'ifoliom. 


FIELDING’S WORKS, EDITED BY ROSCOE, 

'COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME, (Tom 'Jones, Amelia, Jonathan Wild, Joseph .Andrews, 
Plays, Essays, and Miscellanies.) Medium 8vo, with'90 capital Plates by Cruikshamk, (P 
12,4#.), cloth, gilt, 14ff. 184^ 

**.©f All the -works of imagination to which English genius has riven 01 

tiftniy PtAirttn^ nfrt porhaps’Hiost dsoidedly and exclusively her own/*—^hr rPd/fffr wWtti 

** The prose Homer of human nature.*'—Lord Byron . 
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poster's .essays on decision of CHARAnnro. 

figh&H *s»‘Lr-Vs Avm>nu nf Mcn ° f 

I I lave read with the srreatc°t adniir'itinn ft « r ’ dt ^S-h cloth, aj. tS-t-i 

^ uf the nice, 

N>w Edition, el^Xt?!?rim(^ E in E t>i L f ° F POPUL AR IGNORANCE 

Character, cloth, 5*. ' lcap ‘ 8 ' 0 ’ nm,r *«t uniform with his Essays* on Decision of 

tU . 8 Li8 lGSt WOrk ’ Wd the « * which he wished his h 
part of the attention £ h£h d e se “w?» JJ5. Vye ™”^ y iSj has uevcr met with the thousandth 

AND GEOGRA SS, U o^ H t UNIVERSAL gazetteer, 

Coniprisii; |i MemnirfonimMo^ Eminem ,v‘f H BI0 CRAPHY, 

,^SHfSr-a MS* a - 

JZZSSZzZZT . 

And of the Wars and Campaign JariL??^ EI 5 REVOLUTION, 
tl^ l r J T try lr01n tlie Turkish Yoke ° )u °h f ! p of L li FF lcs of the Greet Pah-iru • 

tt * trcek arm) '- s ««»* *m^%ou]ZVull uo a ^ 

CELL’S (SIR WILLIAM) TOPOCRapuv « ,,1 '“ b ' iu u. ios.|, cloth, it*. m. 

'TS VICINITY. 

anrffolded in » case so as ™?’ r “ r a T oI a ™ ost £ ar ' ful <rl^ 0 „ “ "'ith a very large 

"These volumes are so ren e e „ , T ° sc ' h " iVols ' CclotHn ’ ™ oumcJ on '-'off. 

we could, after all affordTS* . mil wlla '.‘Valuable. that were we m ' ' IMS 

lasting memorial of eminent lit.rj n ° a ® re ’. n <lication ot their en ?l’l°y our entire journal 

dear, no, only to ever^Elar hmT eKer,io "' devoted to a sihS e," 1 " 1 ' vorth - '< WdS . 
s an object of consideration/’ ’ but to every reader of iu'teUigence'tmtfhnm ^Wtance.'audoiie 

GRANVILLE’S (DR) SPAS nr « to whom the truth of history 

«?<! Principal Sea Bailttog n-,ec? F , El / CLA MD 

~ssssrsi riZSZT "* -- --*«»>—.. 

■ tSsr-'-r- >“»ss. 


HEEREN'S HlSTODinA, 1 '° (pub 'ft t l' 165.1ci«h 1 ?/ de . x ' 

COURSE, AN’D TRADES INTO THF Dm ° X ^° rd * Ta ^oys, 18 ^' 

voirsl^pi 8 ’ Bat ?H° n >«n9, Sevthians AnPi El ?I^ NATIONS OF *cr INTER 

01s 9v 0 , elegantly printed (puh oS’nf,^ In dians. jv ew {^ SIA = "’eluding the p ' ; ' 

«f 1 ‘ke «no 3 , taluable " “7 ^ cloth - “ * W,tJ com 

thn * Un - ^motumade to,onr^historical stories ,inee « , «« 

e #ince the <Jay 8 of Gibbon.^ 
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HEEREN’S MANUAL OF THE HISTORY OF THE POLITICAL SYSTEM OF 

EUROPE AND ITS COLONIES, I'rnm its formation at the close of the Fifteenth Century, to its 
re -establishment upon the Fall of Napoleon, translated from the Filth German Edition. New 
Edition, complete in 1 val. 8vo, cloth, 14s. 1846 

“The best History of Modern Europe that has yet appeared, and it is likely long to remain 
without a rival ."—At Uenrrum. 

“ A work of sterling value, which will diffuse useful knowledge for generations, after all the 
Bkallow pretenders to that distinction are fortunately forgotteu .”—Literary Gazette, 

HEEREN’S ANCIENT GREECE, translated by Bancroft; and HISTORICAL 

^TREATISES ; viz.;—The Political Consoqueueesof the Reformation. II. The Rise, Prjgrcs*. 
ftod Practical Influence of Political Theorems III. The Rise and Growth of the Continental 
Interests of Great Britain. In 1 vol. 8vo, with Index, cloth, 13*. lSif 

HEEREN’S MANUAL OF ANCIENT HISTORY, 

Particularly with Regard to the Constitutions, the Commerce, and the Colonies of the States of 
Antiquity, Third Edition, corrected and improved. Svo (pul-, at l&e.), cloth, 12*. _ 

* A eto Kdttion^ with Index* 1H4/ 

*' We never remember to have seen ft Work in which so much useful knowledge was condensed 
into s*o small a compass A careful examination convinces us that this hook w ill be useful for our 
English limber schools or colleges, and w ill contribute to direct attention to the better and more 
instructive'parts of history. The translation is executed with great fidelity. —Quarterly Jovrti* 
of Education* 

HEEREN’S MANUAL OF ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. 

For the Use or Schools and Private Tuition, Compiled (Tom the Works of A. II. L. I?ks nR?. 
12mo, (pub. at 2*. fid.>. cloth, 2*. , Oxford, Talboys llx» 

.. An exce lient and most useful little volume, and Admirably adapted for the use of schools ana 
private instruction .”—Literary Gazette. 

“A valuable addition to our list of school books.”— Jthenteum. 

i&mnui HISTORICAL INOUIRY INTO THE PRODUCTION AND CON* 

SUMPTION OF THE PRECIOUS METALS, I vols. Sw.*, tpub. at 1/. 4s.), cloth 16*. 18:1 

JAMES’S WILLIAM THE THIRD, 

^ . *. vi i , . c if-. T> . I 

the Duke oi onrewsoury, uy « *.«>-y. ^ , ,v ,o, 

by G. P. 11. Jambs, Esq., 3 vols, bvo., Portraits, (pub. at 2f, cloth, I'M. 

J °Pc l iife?rJrb»tim W.SiuTilS K.minn.‘ With all the Examples in tu.l. ft. which 

Jr" all.Sory ,11 th"l.an K n» S c. and an English Un.tnu.ar. Oue l,u«e ,ol. »>.par.al xmj. 

(pub, at ‘2i. '2s.l, cloth. If. Ss. 

k , mipht ,< 5 JOURNEY-BOOKS OF ENGLAND. . 

KN l l lFUK sill HE including • full li^riptmn «f WimUor. With 23 Engravings on Wood, and a 

I^AMP^ ^ Vi ^t. With 32 Engravings on Wood, and a large 

HERBYSH UtE, InclVi.Ung the Penk, Ac. With 23 Engravings ou Wood, and a large illuminated 
Alan. IIimIucoJ to I 

K V. NT. With 68 Engravings on Wood, mid n large illuminated Map. Reduced to 

KNOWLES’S PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE* 

A gTCarimprovmnent on W,,k an. Royal svo (pub. at IL 4*.). cloth lettered, 18& 

Thu Iitirhlv esteemed and very comprehensive Dictionary roinprDes 00,000 words, besides 12,000 
Cwiic^ and Scriplure namcs, bcii 6b,(MM more than are contained m the usual Editions of 

■Walker. 

> ArnMir<(t OR THE BEST WORDS OF THE BEST AUTHORS. 

^SiwtmtlPlhli’lium R 3 vols. 18au>, with elegant Frontispieces, coi.Uu.iiug 30 1‘ommts. la*.L 

Cl Th\rpleasant collection of pithy and sententious readings, from the best English authors of all 
ago#, ha* long enjoyed great and deserved popularity. 

i ancm; MANNERS AND CUSTOMS OF THE MODERN EGYPTIANS. 

LA A New ,m.{VnlargS Edition, with great Improvements. 2 v«K hvo numerous W oodcuts, printed 
m ninteh WilUlnstii.'s Anelrnt Egyptians, (pub. at If. SO, cloth gilt, IS*. 

'•Nothing can be more accurate than Mr. Lane's descriptions; the English inhabitants say tk 
rending them upon the spot, they ciunu.t detect a single erixir. ICobcrt*. 

LE n^' s Hvi c ° , r.h 80 vttrlou * rtm,> 

of uucicut Greek luseriptiuns, Stc. (l ub, at Jf. &*.), eLota, u, s*. 


IES S Wj LLl Am I Reign illustrated tn a series of unpublished .otters, addressed to 

tiTtfWSS.S5.SS,, .S, 8 a2vTi‘““ H, ^ ta " and r '»» 
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LIS WkWM^ ,F wv 0r ED W AR D FIRST EARL OF CLARENDON 

(pub. at -21. at.), doth, 18 *.' ' 1 "P"’- “ t vc ' r bl ' lor ' published. j vol,. s v0< j> ortnlj , 

"A Work of laborious reacarcl., written with masterly ability .“-Min. 

?„ F k ™ E st C ®^ST OF MEXICO * NEW SPAiN 

" Bernal Diaz's account ail *i kA ^ * ■, ^ , 1M4 

pleasant naivete, with such intcreatine details un"i and is accompanied with mrh 

an old soldier, who has been, a.heboa«s' „ »hi "-*• 'an!,,., yt ,\„ ^Vi . ab e m 

on^fthe most sin B ular tha, la „ be 


....„. n , vul , 

ssi :ss-— 

’v , M ' TriUiU “ J ' Twb »«“- <«»«*. the 

merar, Kase^ibo, Bertie,. A*«fc Tor, * 1 “^,^'^ Sb Vi V 

I,BKTOX ' Pmwc “ *»«**»'* 1 *L 1 . Tu* 

IS: . .* M “ J - “-'-V. Aera. Be. 

St?lleleIia, , an5 l AM’enrio>In Leoue ' *be GLubbi^Cape Cow Cmu,® Pnaanj, 

I % * k A * J—. ^ _ L ' 


-Mr. Maxwell-* <, , ‘.' Bl a, ‘ J - * iu ^ih, 3/. g,. c,e ««« * *il< cloth. 

publications of the iIhv 6 ° tliC Dll,t * of Wellington, u, our opinion has * 1835M1 

masterly.VheVneair' Lf™' 1 "? 1 -'" il toe tom rtum-Iv an i h° n ) nI Alllotl S similar 

£ 5 ? ss 

and tuonnera worthy of the n.m,^ 

lferiX H bf f° SE AND POETICAL. 

of CT** 1 ,Uck TO1 -** n* 

M'TFORD-S HISTORY OF GREECE RvT ^ ** " n,0 ‘ ler *" Price. “** 

fig , r 4S «k B L£? SL R ,^Sf DA , LE b 

Irce-marbled calf extra, by tLi° £ 4l"|ij U W** rb'<hdSlV w* 1 ’ 0 ' (C, ' deU '> laat 

'iSaxsiisssKrrB^ - - ^ 

It shoulj be ubsen-pfl tK«» *iuuuuieii tbe orient0*1 

5S®2Si«h« 

S2» to WW"* “S23u ^ alTbe '«*« W„ 0 n b a^3 

C6t ' tbe ‘" 0Sl CMrec ‘. a“S <he for 
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MITFORD’S HISTORY OF GREECE, {continued) 

Lord By»o» savs of Mitlord, 44 His is the best Modem History of Greece in any language, and 
tie is perhaps the best ot all modern historians whatsoever. His virtues are learning, la our, 

research, and earnestness.'" . . , . ,. ._. . 

“Considered with respect, not only to the whole senes of ancient events which it comprises, but 

also to any very prominent portion of that series, Mr. Milford's History is the beet that has 

appeared since the days of Xenophon.*’— Edtnb. Review. 

MORE'S UTOPIA, OR, THE HAPPY REPUBLIC, ^ T 

A Philosophical Romance: to which is added, THb NEAt ATLANTLS, by Lord ® ACO J, lw Ut 1 . ? 
Preliminary Discourse, and Notes, by J. A. St Johk, leap. Svo, (pub. at Gs.}, cloth 4*. ixi.—Muh 
the Life of Sir Thomas More, by Sir Jamks Mackintosh, £ vols. foolscap Svo, cloth, M. l 

OSSIAN’S POEMS 

Translated by M Acruaasonr, with Dissertations, concerning the Era and Poems of Ossian; and 
Du, Hi, aim’s Critical Dissertation, complete in 1 neatly printed vol., ISmo, frontispiece, tpub.at 
4a. 1, cloth, (hf. 

OUSELEY’S (SIR WILLIAM) TRAVELS IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES OF THE 

EAST. MOKE PARTICULAHLY PERSIA; with Extracts from rare and valuable Oriental 
Manuscripts, and SO plates and maps, 3 vols. 4io f (pub. at Ilf.), extra cloth boards, <**. as. 

PERCY’S RELIOUES OF ANCIENT ENGLISH POETRY, 

Consisting of Old Heroic Ballads, Soitgs, and other Pieces of our ?. nrl ‘” 

some few of later date, and a copious Glossary, complete in 1vol., medium Svo. New 

Edition, with beautifully engraved title and frontispiece, by Stcphanoff, (pub. at lbs.), cloth, gdh 

“But above all, I then first became acoumuted with Bp. Pmcy** 'Rogues Ancient Poet^ 
bis first time, too, 1 could scrape a few shillingsi together, I bought uiito mywlf a 
beloved volumes; nor do I believe I ever read a booL half so tre<jueutly, or with haff the entuu 

Bi&sm /’—Sir Walter Scott* ~ „ 

m p e rcy"a Reliques are the most agreeable selection, perhaps, which exists ip any language. — 

Elite. 

PAPULAR ERRORS, EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED* , 

sjsss Lomon *“■ 

m** 1 ”* *** K <vSTK?iSv 

tho present Tum\ ;v vols, post Svo., (pub. at If. k hmii, bcu 
PR With mtpiblbh^rSpecimen* of his Poetry and letters. Third and much improved Edition. Svo, 

Portrait ami Autographs, (pub. at 14s.), gut cloth, .Vs. . 

“ Excellent feeling, in perspicuous and forcible language. — Quarterly Renew, 


at 11. ids.), gilt cloth. 

1»7 


PR j?on,’n ®^imSff™!!ptim.d, (pub. 

lias gathered ni the course of lus imxtous rr.L . Loudon, and relations in Ireland; above 

and the immediate descendants of \n* persou al lrieiia. m^ ^ enabled to bring together 

ft stpraa B of *»»«. w- ^ -— 

Interest lug/* —Quarterly Review. 

RA g^it; Osi!b?! with ExidiJutl^otoa by D^cuat oud others. 4 vols. fcap. Svo, (pub. 

'M'^V^houahn classic in every Knropoan language, and admitted into every library, is 

preacht age, and should not be put in the way of hn«*le«. 

Tl , „ moRt celebrated and certainly the most brilliant perConmmce In the path of Action th 
boloTigs SThU SiSb t. that of ltabetal Literal are oj Europe. 

,«! ,j M » Uuholals with the great creative minds.of the world, Shakespeare, Dante, Cervan , 
Hu. **— foferiiipe, 

upwards of JOO Plates by lUaiieh, many flnoly coloured, (pub. at 41.14*0, a loU, -btw. *» 
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RICH'S BABYLON AND PERSEPOL1S 

tbe ToLio^rapliy of Ancient Bailvlou * SiV^lSor^R ° ’ Tw0 Ajp^oirs on the Ruins* Remarks 
jvuhj.nherto unpublished Conoid In«A P ,i<JS r>r SS 

*' T X?J£ i R v'^L^° t R ^if ND metrical romances, H;w 

r «Ji-1&4 0 32 

I 0 8 ttl.cr 12 vols. post 8vo, (pli)'. at OL 5s. c‘i?L*loih’, 1 «Iu‘3/ J si ttCr * “ d Memoirs of Ritson/dvols.^ 

’ ” J * ‘ *"' * 1 K-'T_V» 


ibcr-33 

IlITSOX’S ROBIN noon a CoPoc 

HBOVU\\' ,]l ™ : —* to that 

RITSON S ANNALS OF THE CALEJL>OMa\q pittc * v „ " 

3UTSO.VS MEMOIRS OF TIIE CELTS OR gIuLS ° TS ’ 2 Vols ’ ,6 *’ 

HIT SON’S ANCIENT SONGS AND BALlJ^ s .^ 

nroo.% s pieces 01 ancient popular poetry p 

ItlTSOX'S fairy taTFc; , « „ LTIU. Poiit Svo. ~s. 

Pigmies; A On Fairies, S*. * rSt C0 ccted ; to w *»«h are prefixed two Diaserutiom-i. Oa 

*°‘‘XoZ n 01 ^ is ^ ei *sfrH ars^Xic^lasI^' vols? lfo fr0!tl Originals i n the 
Including his further .AdVentures wrtTni C T?, R f IA ^ EDJ T!ON, 

of more de «e di y admired) than' Se LUc ’SdAdiiSSSS 

ROLUN’ s ancient history 

3^y'^ 7MaPfll 2 VOh - b0UDt! 111 1 5 font 

abridged, ^TcVa^n^arcdy oflSjjUa !2 a ^ZfSe 

ROSCOE’S LIFE AND PONTIFICATE nr 

New anil much improved Edition oHit* i h r- LEO THE TENTH 

■■ I have not term, tuffiri „ t , enslaving,, introduced an head 

SJ ^ e i W H ^~ en ‘ R ? K r* «"*>• and erudition 8 ' 5 

Hoecoe to the ve^t^o^LSlIfS f^SSiZ 

•■Ro ? coe is, I think, by far h, !! , 11 ' s,or, “«-A S,S,fe ”T eof 

reflections; and hi, t^ii^OesttOf 0„ Hi, f „„ ftr 

ROSCOE-S ILLUSTRATIONS U,C T equa1 ^ •keortg.nala 

*• ! ~tes s^a&jsisa 

C 2 1S43 
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SH ^. P ^'f ^o^IS^fe. Glonwiel Note.. ^ H^D.^ 

each Play l» vol*. fool* cap 3vo, with 171 Plate* eapaved cm Steel after d«{irn* of the mewl 

tirsraished British Artietn. also Fac-similes of all the known Autograph* of Shake*pea/c (pub.*t 
ZL ft*.), cloth, richly gilt, 2L b*. 


IB4& 


SHERIDAN’S (THE RIGHT HON. R. BRINSLEY) SPEECHES, 

” with a Sketch of hi* Life, edited by a Con«titutional Friend- New and handsome library Edi Ion. 

with Portrait, complete in 3 vols-8vo ( (pah. at U. j*.>, cioth, 18*- f t| n< ^ He ha# 

«« what ever Sheridan has done, ha* been par exctUence t always the brrt oflt*luna. u 
written the frest comedy (School for Scandal), the beat drama (The 1>uenna)the beat farce (The 
Critic? and the beat address (Monologue on Garrick): and to crown all, ^Uvered the T<rT * bcst 
___* ,.w« RMn>m Srteechi Mw conceived or heard ua thi* country. — Byron. 


SMOLLETT'S WORKS, EDITED BY ROSCOE. 

Complete in 1 voL (Roderick Random, Humphrey CUnker, 
Count Fathom, Adventure* of an Atom, Travels, Flay*, &C-) 
by CRCiisaAns (pub, at If. A*.), cloth gilt, 14*. 


Peregrine Pickle, laoDcdot Oft**™' 
y ^^Ainm 8vo, with 21 capital PUtes 

JhOTw 


a# 


tap* no books ever written excited such peals of inextinguishable 

alt 


—Sir IF alter Scott- 

SOUTHEY’S HISTORY OF BRAZIL. 

3 toXs- 4to f (pub* it Jl* I5#4i cloth, teaxce, 2t w* 


1817 

SOUTHEY’S LIVES OF UNEDUCATED;POETS. ou gerTant Cnnrn a, 0 , (pub. 

To which are added, Attempts in Vcite, by Jon t bfarray, 1836 

at 10*- frt), cloth, 4*. 6d. 

S [Sthe FaerieG*m». endGkmmlal Note*, haaiKMgg 
Complete, with inm>ductory u ™nr ^ ^ ^ w cloth. If. la. 


SWIFT’S WORKS, EDITED B Y RO SCOE. gftfcll.4* 

"Whoever In the three kingdom* ha* any boot, at ell, ha. Srnlft- —Lord ChoUrfie 

TUCKER’S LIGHT OF NATURE PURSUED. 

Complete in 2 voW. f*o (P»b. « U. 10.0, elotb. U*. _r ,v™k m«eM 


1848 


1842 


ft 


to- 

Mocki'htoah- 


appeared 


WADE’S 

cSnSuonalfPoUticel. oSticuma, «ith .«T eomon. 

cloth, 18*. 

WATERSTON’S CYCLOP^D^ ° F k §°”^gIs gk aphT AJTD SAYIOATIOI*. 

the^N«w T*«r; M*;TS^ntafU^-S'H 


cloth, in. 6<i. ' 


W1M W __ __ t valuable manual to every commercial 

general reader. 


W ‘fkom I the S wS^ct F pSjod B to® 

xl. 8*.J» doth, 13a 

*'^ P SE 

rkev cloth, richly g3l b*ch* 


BAT. 3 vote- 8ri» Flate% 


(pub. at 

184* 
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logg, Morals, lErclest'asarat P^tstors, &c. 


BA wT. ER ^ (R, CHARD/ PRACTICAL WORK4 

Svo. iMSElft “ * ^uius, Works. and Times, 4 sole. imperial 

BfNGHAIVrs ANTIOUITir^ nr tuc i 1 S 43 

>»'“ “«•■■ —* —* sssss Wi 

MVAMIC Dir^m^e._ warieny lieview. 


full-sized 
Vignette, 
1844 


BUNYAN'S PILGRIM’S PROCRESS 

CALMET’S DICTIONARY or rur DIril 1844 

E^hiP’ by V* e late €uar ,^s T?YtoZ H 5 E voS' ? t LE -ii W,TH the BIBLICAL FRAC- 

cloth, 4/fIS*t^ nlar " C<1 Edltl0n ' 1 dutifully printed on''fineWOTe^^? P f p "ff 

!Fra n 4 i51,enS ? bly 

„ i84? 

CA ^'s S x^T^c^fx ?^thh pirst pour cemtu 

“■Thfs w«r ex f ix Artic,es ’ sv ° : cuurch 

i. Md Bishop Bu)] , and , uch ™™ & Z 

& 2 °° c £,CT 1 TC 2 

CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES ~ T9r,ad » 

Con tain*”"- * L - **-” 1 * 

LL. 
den 



CHRISTIAN TREASURY 
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CRUDEN’S CONCORDANCE TO THE Oi-D AND NEW TESTAMENT, 

revised and condensed by G. II- IIasxay, thick ISmo. beautifully printed (pub. at 6 *.), cloth, 

3 s. 6 d. 

*• a u extremelv nrettv and very cheap edition. It contains all that is useful in the original 
work omitting only prepositions, conjunctions, &c. f which can never bc^inaile available for pur¬ 
poses of reference. Indeed it is all that the Scripture student can desire. Guardian. 

DONNE’S (DR. JOHN) WORKS. . , A „ 

Including his Sermons, Devotions, Poems, letters, Ac., edited, with a new Memoir by the Rev. 
I1 knky itrono. 6 handsome vols. 8 vo, with tine Portrait after "V andyck (pub. at disa 9 
cloth, reduced to If. l&s. ’ 

«\Ve cannot forbear repeating; Mr. Coleridge's question, ’Why are not Donne’s volumes of Ser¬ 
mons reprinted ? ’ His Life is published in a cheap form by the Society for I remotmg Christian 
Knowledge and deservedly so in every respect; but why does Oxlord allow One Hundred and 
Tnirtv Sermons of tbe ‘Teatest Preacher of the seventeenth century—the admired ot ail hearers 
to remain all but totally unknown to the students in divinity of the Church oi England, and to the 
literary world in general ?”—QuorfeWy Jirriew, vol. lix. p. C. 

PUI I FR»C (REV ANDREW' COMPLETE WORKS; 

"With a Memoir of his Life, by liis Son, one large vol. imperial Svo, New Edition, Portrait (pub.^at 

11, 10a.)» clotli, 1 Lbs* 

GREGORY’S (DR. OUNTHUS) LETTERS ON THE EVIDENCES, DOCTRINES, 

AND DUTIES OF THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION, addressed to a Friend. Eighth Edition, 
with many Additions and Corrections. Complete in 1 thick well-printed volume, fcap. 3vo, (pub. 
at 7 s. &d*) t cloth, b$* 

“We earnestly recommend this work to the attentive pcinisal of: all estivatedJJ*"**^ 
aenuainted with no book in the circle of English literature, which is equally calcui^ea toei^e 
young persons just views of the evidence, the nature, and the importance of revealed reliRio . 

Robert Halt* 

C R N Mecre^ comp tish. g E Gif C h nracter of the Apostles andEvangelist s ;LeCture b 

inTk?Wnnrlast Bo^ksoT the Pentateuch; Proofs of the Trinity; Absolute Predestination com- 
nared whi tie Scrmmre statement of the Justice of God ; and Sermons ; with Life by his Son 
S)r 11- II. Gkavbb, 1 4 voU. Svo, handsomely printed, Portrait tpub* at 16$.), cloth, II. 8 #* 1&4 

GRAVES’S (DEAN) LECTURES ON THE PENTATEUCH. lg46 

Svo* NLilition (pub. at 13^f») ( clotli* 


HALL'S 'BISHOP) ENTIRE WORKS considerable Additions,a Ttm»* 

“■ Not ' s - by « ** 

printed, with beautiful Portrait, (pub. at 3f. 111*.), cloth, contents lettered, 1L 11*. 6rf. 

Tbe same, printed in a smaller size, G vols, fcap. Svo, If. Is., cloth, lettcreu. 

tbeir imperfections . 11 —Dugald Stewart* „ n T7nv 

wmammsamsate^ ■- 

JSSgfiS. 

char ity,/*—A’ir J. Mackintosh. , 

HENRY’S (MATTHEW) COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE, By B!C.KERSTETH^ 

In G vols. 'Ho, New Edition, printed on fine paper (pub. at 9L 9i.), C ot » 


HOPKINS’S (BISHOP) WHOLE WORKSy . . .. Tho same, with 

¥S&’2k"»S4a. , «A. J'M (Wb. * ><■ «•). 

‘•Bishop Hopkins'* works form of themselves n sound body of dl\inlty He is clear, veh 

flind Dexauastve/'—iJicAerffl^^A* 
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HILL'S (REV. ROWLAND) MEMOIRS, 

t«« *», line steel Portrait.( pul. «u|,o.!"io,h!T' t '' ,ml tJ “ ,on - «“«rf«Ur e-.-.-.J. think 

HOWE’S WORKS, ' 

Win, Lift by CaL»M,.one large tol. imperial Svo, Portrait, (pul.li.hea at 1/. 1 C.), rl,tL, )( 

f™*«p «<«•i ^ ^ ruJt 

puritan divines."—Jto6err Hall. I - I ini mi.piertMlinbly tlic greatest nlthe 

HUNTiNGOON^S (COUIVITESS OF) LIFE AND TIMES 

u ^!.Wit.®r. H,s SON > 

LEIGHTON'S (ARCHBISHOP) WHOLE WORKS* 

sst w u " ^ *■ T -«*** s t Uck ** 

7V only comp let* Edition. 

LEIGHTON’S COMMENTARY ON PETER* 

dotM*. 0 Uy 1 KAllS ° V ‘ *" 1 ,1,ldt handsomely printed vol.Svo, 1’urrrait, fpub. at 12 j.). 

1 S-iO 

M’CRIES LIFE OF JOHN KNOX, 

With Illustrations ol the History i»f fin 1 Kriurmat inn in Seer Ik m( \ ( »« v 1; u<-„ 

Additions, and a Mamoir. *r„ hy A..drew iVi,V■ 2Ip’,. 

MAGEE'S (ARCHBISHOP) WORKS 

Coin|trisiiiic Disunirsos nrnt Dissert mons ,\u h„ c • . 

?wi S " ,, r"’ an<l Visitmmn tdmr-os. With « Memoir r «f h** Atonement and Sum. 
B.D. 2 vols.8vo, (pub.at 1/. ■«.), clmi,; is,* Uu,,w,r ° r h,s l ' 1 '- ^ the Kev. a. 11. 

ih;J 


to t J e refutation^of e iror!" os^nTco riVt 1 1 u te Dir'moBt H vr| R ** l L> ,^ nuut ^^ 0n ■ nmUm»nl* w many heirs 
a Christian scholar can be possessed."— Christian Observer^ rertBUre OI hlbiiail learning, o/w* 1 


Uict’ 



MANUSCRIPT SERMONS. 

A a/ VI It 1 ' 

of Christianity, 

'Mb containing 

MOORE'S (HANNAH) WORKS, — 

* & ffii" NOtMl 9 ’ 0l ‘- *“► 8 ”>’ *• *** -4 Bromiipicccj, gU, do,., (pub . „ 

MORE’S (HANNAH) LIFE, ***"• 1840 

enVvInjAIlfuratllr^eWrao^Mhfc: Pr “‘ ,e<i unUbrm, F ' rl!h ker works, Portrait, n„,u 00 j 
“ This may be callod the offlcifll 1 * , ... C*t«rH, JXia 

interesting matter into the fleW respmin- l,e'J“?| l l', 1 ^ >rc 'n Lifc - I( br l"lo to muel, new nnJ 

‘"^S^'tSSaftKJSS^ 2«™«. 

MORE’S (HANNAH) STORIES FOR TWF Mmm tr Corfe//, isjy 

. *JS> £SJ 5 f,S 5 fSi of loc ‘ m ’ 

M0 SKK,-sa“ L *<>»«. • c T“ 

■^^SCK^iJS^«SE 5 |g«E^ r«v«iL, ff 

rniyer. port 8ro., (pnb. at fl»D, olotb, 4*, 

Caddii 1830 
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CATALOGUE OF NEW BOOKS 


MORE’S (HANNAH) ESSAY ON THE CHARACTER 

WRITINGS OF ST. PAUL, post Svo., (pub. at 10a. 6d.), cloth, 5#. 

MORE’S (HANNAH) CHRISTIAN MORALS. 

Post Svo, (pub, at 10$. fid.), cloth, os- 


AND PRACTICAL 

Cadell, 1S37 


Cudell, 1850 


MO S nKKSatSSEKfSi S"™ *. u., 

^The only complete small edition. It was revised just before her death, and contains much 
improvement, which is copyright. 

MORE’S (HANNAH) SACRED DRAMAS, _ . _ , . . 

ch eflv intended for Young People, to which is added “Sensibility, an Epistle, ( p u >• a 

2$. fid!), gilt cloth, gilt edges, 2s. t 

This is the last genuine edition, and contains some copyright editions, which are not m any 
other. 

MORE’S (HANNAH) SEARCH AFTER HAPPINESS ; 

With Ballads, Tales, Ilymns, and Epitaphs, 32mo, (pub. at 2$. fid.), gilt cloth, gilt judges, *• 


RALEY'S WORKS 

In oh it voitiMK, consisting of his Natural Theology, Moral and Political Philosophy, IN'd^nres 
of Christianity, Ilor® Paulina*, Clergyman’s Companion in \ lsiting the ^.ick, &c.8\o, han ^ 

printed in double columns, (pub. at 10s. 6d.), cloth, bs. 


PICTORIAL DICTIONARY OF THE HOLY BIBLE, _ . w ... M 

Or, a Cyclopa-dia of Illustrations, Graphic, Historical, and Descriptive, of the Sacred Writings 
by reference to the Manners, Customs Kites, Traditions, Antiquities, and literature-SluSlSS 
Nations, 2 vols. 4to. (upwards of 1430 double-column pages in good t>pe),uith upwards of loot) 

illustrative Woodcuts (pub. at 21. 10s.), extra cloth, If. 5s. 1CW> 

POOL'S (MATHEW) ANNOTATIONS UPON THE HOLY BIBLE, 

Wherein the ^acred Text is inserted, and various Headings annexed, together with the Parallel 
Scriptures- the more difficult Terms in each Verse are explained, »e**ming Contradictions recon- 
cdeJ, uTestions and Doubts resolved, and the .hole Text opened, 3 large vols. impenal 8vo, (pub. 
at 31 15a.), cloth, 3L 3#. 

Cecil savs ‘ if we must have commentators, as we certainly must. Tool is incomparable, and I 
had almost^aid, abundant of himself/ and the Rev. E. Bickersteth pronounces^the auwtaMis to 

be iudicious and lull. It is no mean praise of th»s valuable work that it is in the list ot book 

recommended to clergymen by Up. Tomline It is Hke» »e recommended by Ciip.n, llrs. L. 
Williams, Adam Clarke, Doddridge, Horne, and the learned in general. 

SCOTT'S (REV. THOMAS) COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE, 

With the Author's last Corrections and Improvements, and 84 beautiful \\ oodent Illustrations 
and Maps. 3 vols. imperial Svo (pub. at 4f. 4s.), cloth, 21. bs. 184/ 

SCRIPTURE GENEALOGIES, . • Drawimrs of all the Genealogies recorded in 

Containing 38 beautifully €X , c ^ t ^ ierv family and Tribe ’ with the line of our Saviour Jesus 

^ «“• lPUb - “ 1 ' 1U W1> 

cloth, gill, 7«- fid. 

SIMEON'S WORKS, n _ „ ITomti.bticjb. or Discourses digested into 

Including his Skklktons of Sermons \.■ v u on every it 0 ok of the Old and New Testa* 

one continued Series, and forming a ^ Claude's Essay on the Composition of a 

met: ... wind. an- ...mexed .... , Tl ,.„x» -1 

Sermon, and very comprehensive Indexes, edited hy uie nav. 

vols, 8v<? (pub. at 10L 1U$.). cloth, 7L 7«* 

Tki following miniature e,litio», of Simeon’, popular works are uniformly printed i« 32 mo,o..d 
bound in cloth ; 

THE CHRISTIAN'S AUMOUIl, 0<f. 

THE EXCELLENCY OF THE LITURGY, 9 d. 

THE OFFICES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, 9 d. 

HUMILIATION OF THE SON OF GOD; TWELVE SERMONS, 9<f. 

APPEAL TO MEN OF WISDOM AND CANDOUR, 9d. 

DISCOURSES ON BEHALF OF THE JEM S, 1*. f«f. 

«• The work, of Simeon, containing 2530 discourse. on therrlnoipM in their 

Testament will be found peculiarly ! 1, 11 1’V’' *’’ * s ,.l! v „ ft , n u 0 dy of Uivihity ; and are by many 
preparation lor the pulpit; they will like \ „ . tQ read in fwniiliea?' — Lovmdct . 

recommended as a Biblical Commentary, well ndapsid to be read in mmuiev* 
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SOUTH’S (DR. ROBERT) SERMONS : 

®® rmon ^' a Biographical Memoir, and General In^ 

ST KAT^?%^ c E vfk° x T A ri^$HE W ffi ° R devotional 

Edition, post 8vo. doth! U. ^ THE Y£AE * ‘elated fr<™ the German. New 

* w w * 1R47 

ta ^? r,s ^ jer I.mv» complete works 

doth, Tl. l^ 7 ‘ Biographical and Critical, 3 large vW imperial Svo, portrait, (pub. at 31. XU.), 

1836 

Tenth , Etoio® AAC 8 T °clo?h^ AR> NATURAL HISTORY OF ENTHUSIASM. 

1845 


bold, powerful., an§ originhough? a i?? most * aS ^Question ablv does, the impress oi 

gress the bounds of pure Proteslnt* niiLSJSf* stri « 1 ?^ original views, however, neve? trfnt 
yet it discusses topics^Ltftu^ the ^spirit of truth and sSbernlss? 7 

shaken repeatedly the whole intelfectual and moralworfd^ polemiC8 which 


and 
have 


TA Th?M m> (,SAAC) fanaticism. 

F - k -P8 TO ,cloth,6r. 


iita * ai , * - yru, tioiD, Of* 

wiser and a bitter from the perusal o£ ouch a volume 


1343 

as the present a 


TO ^sl®S^ VEN,N0 - 

Blackwood’s hagasinef' “ I '' atUral ihstor y of Enthusiasm,’ are two noble productions!'^ 

TA Or L c?nd’s S e E^SufdnSll? ° F TH °VCHT, 

Branches of ^teUectual'phdo S ophy L^?rEdkion. C la'moidoth!™ 3 emp ' 0J,ed “ the 

seSas c T i^ ii mes " ^ f«- 

ON SPIRITUAL CHRISTIANITY. 

1841 


TA FonSh R FH- t ( - ,SA ^ C ? HOME EDUCATION. 

Fourth Edition. Foolscap 8ro, (pub. at 1». «<t.), doth, 6*. 

* 1842 

T °0^‘ELEMEnts S of 1 chR1STIanE m^rv T ? THE STUDY OF THE BIBLE 

Jemsifsects'-^ and ^olr Scriptures; a S^im^of the^to^of ‘S’*! ° f A “thentidty ^d’ 

experienced*^" m divinity, and may be read with advantage by the m^t 

w wKSS£!i. 0 f a: E „f ^ <2£*‘ k 

*a?ai4gM ."“assAawm 

Wl fc . ^ 

WILLMOTT’S /R A I pirniDrc __ 1SJ5 , 

. Feap.8,«, (pub!at^^too’/ctoth?! 6i ° F CHR <STIAN LIFE. * 


Batchard, 1841 
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rLASCS.-WiLKIMSOr^S CLASSICAL AMD SCRIPTURAL ATLAS, 
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ILKIWSO.M’S GENERAL ATLAS. , , . 

... , .in-,.,,. w m. all t*,,- inscrtcl, Population nreorJmic to tin- la-r 
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i.MS WORTH’S LATIN DICTIONARY, BY DR. JAMIESON. 

n fiii.-t-cl l .'.itio'i, nmtiiiuin^ all tLic words of the Quarto l>ictionary„ Thick Sco, tica' r 

i>,. 11 H L L 1 puli, at 1 ) ( Sh. 

iLMTLE^S (RICHARD) WORKS. , .. , , 

, ' r ilVl „ , j___ _ r t ;tt i.,„» u -r.n the !■: pintle* of Tlmtir-, TheniiMorles. Socrates, fo ,f f ’• 

f . I .,!>*] .4 el Ifep l‘in .fi. !L ad Jo. MiUium; Sermon*. Hoyle Lecture Remarks on i'<-- 
1 tmikmir ; Vi'UH'itl Works. Ac. IMtt.'.l. iv.rl. epums 1 11 atei 1 * am! N"^ '*}* «»* , Ai.». v ^ i; « 

j) V ti,. lio.; . so.alirantit.illi ! . 11, m . i pnl>. .<• . I lv , i ,-.t I,. IU 1 S- 

ilBLlA hie. BP. AlC A. EX EDlTiONE V A MDER HOC CUT. 
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iAIVir/lM LEXICON CR/ECUM. HQMERICUtVl ET PINDA RICUM. 

rilE'tCf ' " - if** ii t h*i t rl , 

^AELlC-EiMCLISH AND ENGLISH-GAELIC: DICTION ARY. ^ t))k „ irU1 , ASI) 

i U*«-U Cohsvo/'Ncw lldtt toil. Otmtai.rn.tc mm- words ttaW^V 

IImjU'Im JaIiNmii, (fill), m I/. I- i. rlntli p l->- 

HERMANN’S MANUAL Or THE POLITICAL ANTIQUITIES OF GREECE, 

ll.Mm .caHy cmsidcrcd. tr.o.Mmcd from (he .... m., ( < »t L«. M 

•• ilrrimiut'* Manual of I'.recU A ut u t v H irti f most in.|'oftiml/VoW«r.,o'> lh*t. <’/ <* ftvr. 
vol. I JL -l lit* 

LEMPRI ERE’S CLASSICAL D, f .ill the Proper Names mentioned in Anc ent 

(jmb, at 7 ^^ <>'M* Ii, I't. 

Thoii^niMl* svu, (pul'll’ 1‘i L f » 1 i>ui p ^.'i 



PUBLISHED OR SOLD BY H. Ch BOHN, 


21 


LEE’S HEBREW, CHALDEE, AMD ENGLISH LEXICON. 

SSSSMM iSttSKESS Christian, include* 

tions. Idiomatic Usages, etc. found in ibe Hebrew and Chaldee^exTof^h^VlS'i t® 1 ! Inflec ' 

b y 

^YJ| historia, ex recensione DRAKENBORCHI1 ET KREYS^IC • 

Tutor. Cum Imlice araplissimo, -1 vols. 8v„, (l >ub. at H. IS..’) cfetb,' li &. W ' Ox/oTml 
in alTomu^ve^Lfand ^Ss^/c'S" * Ver Publi8hci1 “ « ta ™< and “ & preferred 

NIEBUHR’S HISTORY OF ROME, 

OXFORD CHRONOLOGICAL TABLES OF UNIVFR<%ai uictodv 

From the earliest Period to the nre^nr T; m « ; YiMIVERSAL HISTORY, 

Scientific and Literary, of tb e h various NatSns of S11 the ^ eat Events, Civil, Religious, 
eve of the Reader, in a Series of nnral el Vninm.L L the . Wor l (1 are , P la eed, at one view, under the 
World at any epoch and at the ImMiilf m ’ 50 a - s t0 ex bibit the state of the whole Civilired 

Tables of all the principal DynastiS? Cmn£? hiTseSns 5 T of . Hi ? tor y> w ith Genealogical 

H e f: HI. Modern History. With a mostcomDle^ ADCien ^ , st°ry, IX. Middle 

half bound morocco, R i$, plete lndex to the entire worjc, folio, (pub. at lUfo.) f 

The above is also sold, separately, as follows:— 

2nSts^ n w^ E A * D MODERN HISTORY, 

* parts in l, folio, (pub. at U 2s. 6rf.), sewed, 16*. 

MODERN HISTORY, 

Folio, (pub. at 12s.), sewed, Ss. 

RITTER’S HISTORY OF ANCIENT PHILAqaduv 

Translated from tbe German by AJW mL^ j"? S t 0 ^S Y ^ 

now completed with a General Index, clot^lettered (n?b A at 3 L?; CoU. % Cambridge. 4 vols. 8vo, 
T " 4 ^ ™ * V ! >I,a *5* ™ a 7 be had separately. Qotlb. 16 ** 3 ** * J * 2£> ~*' m Oxford; 1846 

SKS&Sfe 

AXH^ ,AMS, 

0fthe Same ECh00laai ob ~ - '*> «*> of Heenm, Soechk, Sc b,e g el. 

prose Wiw2 

Tr M slald b£\, f^° N T0 SOPHOCLES, 

Oxford, Talbotjs, 1S41 

STUART’S HEBREW CHRETSOMATHY 

S, 8 * 35 “ ^otroductiuu to a Course of TlebTew Study. 3rd Edition 8ro I h 

• YtVorl.r"'^ *fc* 10 '-Hitate the W 

sufficient to complete the^tfm fait ^ 

TACITUS, CUM NOTIS' BROTIERI CURAivrrr a . „ 

Ed.t .0 nova, cum Appends. 4 TOls a^^AMTE £ A. VALPY. 


The most complete Edition. 

TRANSLATION. 


Oxford, TaWotft, 1339 
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T E.N NEMAN 1ST S MANUAL OF THE m.a.J Pro^or^fAuBlo-SMHm in 

the 'ijxSversity'of Oxford!* 1 ^a onetfiicl^ciosely printed volume, 8vo. (pub. at l832 

« A work which marks out all SlfiS? ^d^£w^K 

information concerning tliei ' 1 ’ f ,hrir works and an account of the principal editions. In a word, 
fo^TeMliJemof'rbilosophy. 1 know of no work in English likely to prove hall so uselul. «»• 
wart/, I n his Translation of Goethe’s Faust. 

TE ?™»= ^ u e riKS UM c«p"-»“ '“>• 8 - (pub - * *&& 

Cloth, Ss. 

WILSON’S (JAMES, PROFESSOR OF .^Arj^^ ( ,j I ^i)^xi(^A^SPco n taming tail 
LEGE), FRENCH-ENGLISH D , mbfw of Arl and Science, and Rules of 

lx id an at ions. Definitions, Synonyms, Idioms, on aries ov tup. Acadkmy.Bowybr, 

Pronunciation Em*. Jobnson a>p Warn*.- 1 Igjf 

closely'printed voL imperial Svo. (pub. at '21. '2s.), cloth, U. 8®. 

XENOPHONTIS OPERA, CR. ET. haLs^meVy printed in a lanje 


tKp same, large paper, 10 vols. crown Svo, done up in 


■x 17 


u rlnth. \L 03 


Kobrls, 3X2iCorfvS of jFtction, ILtgljt l%cabtng. 

AINSWORTH’S TOWER OF LONDON. Thick medium8vo. New Edition, 

^~ finewoodliDP^RViu^, lpub - at 158 '■ cU,,b ’ "wi 

Ki 'of thisvery elegant anti popular volume fifteen thousand copies have already been sold. 

AINSWORTH’S WINDSOR CASTLE Cnt , IKSnANK Rn ,i Tony Joiiasnot. Medium 

Steel aidiv i„d Engravings. g.U cloth. 10s. 6A 

BREMER’S (MISS) NOVELS AND TALES, BY MARY HOWITTj^^^^ and 

CSft “•>• Ui.—H primed - ~ -*«'•»» t*fft 

“"'•By totta best translations of these eharming fictions, and the only authentic ones” 

Ml „ Bremers Kovels are also sold separately as folloics : 

auss aremr, Second Edition, revised 

the home: on. family cares and kymma joy*. ist3 

1111, IIWi»» 1, • ' \ 7 s. ha. 


ovYl^pnstTvo';l^'' 1 "'!'OF EVEUY-DAY LIFE. Translated by Maar How.tt 

the neighbours. * fTouv ‘)i m l^ clotU M . lbU 

^ T llE^'pRESlDEN T* S* 11A U G11TE H, AND NINA. Two Novels, translated by Maar Uowgr. 
S vols. post 8vo, (pub at II. 11«. 0«t.), riot i.lls.^ • together with STRIFE AND 

NEW SKETCHES «*E KVERY.DAY ^ Svl 1 ,;\ im b’. at fl. Is.). cloth,7»- W- 1844 

PEACE. Translated by Mary Uowi . _ v \\n OTHER TALES. Trans* 

THALINN AN S AXEL ANW ANN A^THE II port ^MnsV ;a AN u0> cloth. 7s. 0 d. ^ 

lated by Mart IIowitt. 2 voIb. post svo, wivu « 

rRIlIKQHAIMK 4< AT HOME}’ 1 . A o pr ; rs of Talcs and Sketches^by the 

A Now Fandlv Album of Endless Eviturtnimnpn ,' ^”| 1 ^)* 111( {J ollR illustrations or \ W 

most popttlaf Authors, with ^"s » " VOLUME, OR BOOK UJ hound m^ 

fri-tf S^ , i.d^EeI,«^M^ r u> CnuiKsnANK. Together 4 vols. ** 

Foolscap Svo, y (pub. at 2f. ia»0 cloth gilt, U>s. Crf. 
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HO ) A C ,T T’ S (WILLIAM) LIFE AND ADVENTURES OF JACK OF THE MILL 

Second Edi,i0 “- 2 TOls - f00lSM « 18 ™- 

1845 

HOWITT’S (WILLIAM) WANDERINGS OF A JOURI\ipvmam tam rtD 

THROUGH EUROPE AND THE EAST DURING THE WAR <5 iroj 

laKd by Wmiu How.tt. Foolscap Svo, with Portrait, (pub Ms,offlot^M ' 

(WILLIAM) GERMAN EXPERIENCES. 

a^fa.)* doth, 3.1 bot ^ Goer3 obroad and Stayers at Home, One vol. foolscap Sro, (pub. 

1844 

JOE MILLER’S JEST-BOOK. 

English Ll“ui° g c° f Co^ptoe?n onelbicT JSMfflf *’ ^ *'■*»? Anecdotes in the 

12mo, Frontispiece, (pub. at 4s ) cloth 3 s d ely **ut elegantly printed volume, foolscar* 

* ’ 1840 

JER tp°i^ D ,’ S , ?£? UCLAS) CAKES AND ALE. 

;na»a“(pTLlri“Sh T giU i" d SketCh<!S - 2 vols ' P° st »™. by etaonoE Carts- 

* * 1S42 

LE K,S U p R ,?; L t EA H RY: r H,S WANDERINGS AND PONDERINCS IN 

plete in one vol. Svo, (pub. /t 12e. I.Woth QUEE ' Cru tkshank’s New Illustrated Edition. Com- 

* 1345 

L °^| LEGENDS AND STORIES OF IRELAND. 

(pub. at 15?), cloth, S ^6d! SCaP 8V °* 1,ourth Edition > embellished with Woodcuts by Harvey, 

1837 

LOVER'S HANDY ANDY. 

3T0 - Thild wt«k 24 charaeteristic Illustrations on Steel. 

, ^ w _ r , 1 1345 

LOVER S TREASURE TROVE: OR, L. S. D 

lUustrationVon S Steel' C (p^b h aU4sjfctoS'9s MediUm Sec<mi Edition, with 26 characteristic 

1846 

ma bo;°w^ r „’ f s ;Kv 4 , b c y 0 8,ll tr „ uck . senior, 

V0; ' U Th e e/ 00,SCai1 Svo ’ (P»b !« fiXSVelSh.'Complete to a thick closely printed 
board a w <= «* «-4 They give an animated picfiSSSfeJ” 


MARRYATS (CAPT.) POOR JACK, 


T11 1 " ■ ■/ » wi\ vnwiv. 

Illustrated by 4G large and exquisite! v beautiful 

ot Clabksom Stan vield, tt. a. One handsome VoCe^/a" 8™. ',^" aU-tX^uStof^? 

MI B^ A^rf™SL?A^S^ R 0 THE - LIFE 0F AN author is4 ° 

8 V “'tT-“ w tr r <? &c - *'• 2 ««» in I. 

MILLER'S GIDEON GILES THE ROPfd 

P, C ;~^^ (pub. at 13*.), gilt cloth, 5». 6d. 

PICTURES OF THE FRENCH. * 1W1 

o C S E»«. «3SKfliSK!a Chara f ter * By JuLE * J.anin Balzac 

affiinssr and eure,M,y ciew «’ood 

in^a„^e»^ and has had an immense^ 


^Th EE ? R 5ry\o^ R fji u ^|g y F AJ^O/lDVENTURES^OF^M^Cb(AEL^AR|| 



1840 


^A Tai?o R toe^rreseufijav ES a* F PH, I-LIPS 

8V °' POn ’ & 12 >teel P lat » <**■ *-* «to). cloth gilt, 6J . U . l8U 
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gjubrntle anti 3£lnitrntarg lioofcs, v5giiuia^tus, vcc. 


B ^Orhj'Hiiuiiar Account of SPt bevarious {'reductions of Nature. 31 ineral Vegetable and Animal, 
st^temaUcaBy arranged/which arc chiefly employed for the use of Man, illustrate,! by Plates and 
130 Wood-cuts, and intended as a work hot hot Instruction and Reference, Six t hL din on .rense , 
enlarged, and altered to the existing state of scicuce, by D, Coopek, ot the British Museum, - 
vols. post 8vo, (pub- at lf>s.), cloth, 10s. Gd. 


Trade edition, 1342 


DRAPER’S JUVENILE NATURALIST, 

Or Country Walks in Spring, Summer, Autumn, and W inter, square 1-mo, with eight j beautifully 
executed VVoodcuts, (pub. at 7«. 6d.), cloth, gilt edges, 4s. 6 d. 


ENCYCLOP/EDIA OF MANNERS AND ETIQUETTE, 

ComDrisimr an improved edition of Chesterfield’s Advice to his Son on Men and Manners: and 
The YouIg Man’s Own Book; a Manual of Politeness, Intellectual Improvement, and Moral 
Deportment, 24mo, frontispiece, cloth, gilt edges, 'Is. 

HOWITT’S (MARY) CHILD’S PICTURE AND VERSt. BOOK, 

Co mm onlv called "Otto Speckter’s Fable Booktranslated into English Verse, with French and 
VeSfeiopposite, firming a Triglot!, square 12mo, with 100 large Wood Engravings, (pub. 

at 10s. 6d.), extra Turkey cloth, gilt edges, os. 

This is one of the most elegant juvenile books ever produced, and has the novelty of being in 
three languages. 

LAMB’S TALES FIROM SHAKSPEARE,^ (wrltten byMl93 and cnanims L.»), sixth 

SSlS^mbiSuSiifwith 20 Urge and belutiful Wood-cut Engravings, from designs by Habvkv. 
leap. 8vo, (pub. at 7s. 6d.), cloth, gilt, os. , 

otKmgly"recomrnended !o h&Llf by first reading .bese elegant wW-Uttorferf, Bmm. 

i c i TRAITS AND TRIALS OF EARLY LiFu.* . , 

L ‘ E \ «CTi Jof Tale! addressed to Young People. By L. E. L <Mt». La»i»o»). iourth edition, foap. 
Svo, with a beautiful Portrait Engraved ou Steel, (pub. at os.), cl Jtk, ds. 

. Aimn M,c .MR*; \ ENTERTAINING NATURALIST, 

LOUDON S ilYlKo.) fc , i Ain udotes of more than Five Hundred Animals, com- 

Being popular DeKripthnMjTale£ d An^ peptiles, Insects, &c.. of which a knowledge is 

s Wirausi by opwerde^of 400 beautiful W oodeuts, by B aw tea. 
Habvbt, Wuimpeb, and others, post 8vo, gilt, cloth, #«. 6 d. 


MARTIN AND WESTALL’S PICTORIAL «•*»****;Engraving 

The letterpress by the 11k v. Hoii aLlutin’s celebrated Pictures, Belshaziar’s 

Kas'r The 1 IbdVige 8 ; gUt, gUt edges, reduced to Ifls.-WUole bound 


morocco, richly gilt, gilt edges, 18s. 

A most elegant present to young people. 


PERCY TALES OF THE KINCS^OF ENGLAND; nodernUed ftom Uo)insh ed, Froissart, 
Stories of Camps and Battlc-1.i »■* ^ Si .' u \ irr i bun (Furluv size). Fourth Editiou, considerably 

rm^ed! co.nte'SIrtrVlu- »n»c,.«: ..Im-, embellished with 16 «.-ccecdmgly beautiful Wog 

Engravings, (pub. at 9s.), cloth gilt, gilt edges, 

This beautiful volume has enjoyed a large share of success, and deservedly. 

oiMMnnc^ COMPREHENSIVE GRAMMAR OF MODERN GEOGRAPHY 

^ ^\N !» HISTORY for the use of Schools and for Private Tuition, ml thick vol. lHino, with 
Uumcrous^Maps, Views, aud Costumes, ttnely Engraved on Steel, (fortieth thousand), roan, os. M. 

diiv ainrice COMPREHENSIVE GRAMMAR OF ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY 

P ^ANB^HSTOUW for the use of Schools and for Private Tuition. ISmo. wnb Mops, Mews,and 
Costumes, Dnc), is.'graved on Steel, new edition, (pub. atf..,&!.), roan 4,. td. 
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(MISS) EDWARD EVELYW 

Engravings, (pub. at 3a, 6rf.), cloth, gufea^af-lv' 0 ' very Primed, with Lj beaaU/unVood* 

. *" lt>43 


YOUIMC ENGLAND’S LITTLE LIRPAPv 

A Collection of Orijrinfl KiJ ^ToTim ■ Y ./ 
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CATALOGUE of new books. 


jfBUtitrine, Suraerg, anatom??, tSSemistrg, 

^3i)?>stolos8> 


o aCT rtw AND CASTLE’S BRITISH FLORA MEDIOA, 

BA ol o^riJMedSn*! Plants ol Great Britain, 2 vols. Svo. upward, of 200 finely colourg 

"^KxciSSly ehelp%i%iul: arid' !?kluab& work, necessary to every medical practitioner. 

RATFMAIM AND WILLAN’S DELINEATIONS OF CUTANEOUS DISEASES, 

®ATEIVlAlM M W I L. 1 -e* , ,, acciira teU- coloured under the superintendence of 

-ito, containing 72 Plates, beautifully anu -vtrj ,„„ h t«t 12 # > halt bound morocco, 

an eminent professional Gentleman, (Dr. Cabs»eu), (pub. at l-i. »-*-b na “ 01,1111 1340 * 

0/ '‘ Dr. Bateman's valuable work has done more u» extend the knowledge of cutaneous diseases 
than any other that has ever appeared. —Dr. A. T. Thomjison. 


4th Edition, revised and cor- 
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BOSTOCK’S (DR.) SYSTEM OF PHYSIOLOGY, 

Comprising a Complete View of the Present State ol the Science, 
rected throughout, tivo (900 pages), (pub. at lf-J, cloth, Ss. 

CELSUS DE MEDICINA, EDITED BY E. MILLIGAN, M.D., 

C Cum Indice' copiosissimo ex edit.Targ*. Thick Svo, Frontispiece, (pub. at l&s.), lS3l 

This is the very best edition of Census. Tt 

2ri5Tf« Ctl ‘meSJureS Witn&ieiyL* which can be useful to the MediclTstudent; 
together with a singularly extensive Index, 

C ELSU S, o LAJ.N ft?P.<Fn N °xVh^ of Candidate, at Appthcearig- 

Sill, and other Public Boards ; by Vsna bliss. 12mo, (pub. IO*. 6d.), cloth, w. 

e a D ct/roARni CREAT WORK ON COMPARATIVE ANATOMY, 
HOME’S (SIR EVER ARD ) I nctiires and including Explanations of nearly all the 

Being the Substance of' ll ?«'c ollection ■ with a General Index. 6 vols. royal 4to, Portrait, and 

-doxVert <P«b. at 181.18,.), cloth, 61. 6*. 18U-28 

^nn. 260 accuiate DeUneo, “”‘ of c im 

in every known variety of Disease, (pub. at at. as.), cloth, dl. 3«. 

JAMIESON’S MECHANICS FOR PRAC ; the Centre of Gravity; and 
Se»£lSC“» ! h Hl««V5SSd bj, Example, and l>o.i B n.. Fourth Edition, B raaU, improv|^ 

ftvo, (pub- Jit cloth 4 3. 6<i- 

** A great mechanical treasure/'— Dr+Birkbcok* 

LA Thrid" E.Utmn.^Clsc? ^nZ^nhu-gif ^O^losI^ print^pages), (puh. at If. 4*.), cloth 

IGa, 6<f* 

LIFE OF SIR AST LEY COOPER. character# ; by Bn a rsbt Coop* r 

idSTnd FirS. Snef s"'Thonm, Lanrrnco. (pnb. at 11.1.-), cloth. 10.. 6d. 


2 vols. Svo, 
1343 


TYRRELL ON THE DJSEASESOF THE EYE, »r OT> ; ca \l v and by Operation; by P 
Being a Practical Woik on ( . h , C „ 1T ,Lonllon 1 6pbth aim ic hospital. 3 thick vole. Svo, iVlns- 

WOODVILLE’S MEDICAL BOTANY. , witb 310 Plfttefti Engraved by 

Third KtlUion, enlarged hy Sir Vi Yo/.°Ul*. 1 )i Vialftound nmrocco, £>f■ &e(. The Fifth, or 

Sow Kit uv. moat care hilly col oiut«l.(p_ ■ {i ook kb, to complete the old Editions. '* to r (Q » 

Sumileuieiitury Volume, entirely by Mr w. j. iiook»», c iea» 

mr>iV>iiv<>d Plates, (nub. at 21. 12#. fid.), boards, W. 11s.G*f. 


i.ort Don • 

nexnauar and nvaws, rsiNTHis. 
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trated works, ETC.etc? RT1NG> pictorial and illus- 


8°pK OF WAVERLEY GEMS. 

in Waller 0 ^ ntl‘s h N ? ove n i» h by h'eLh" F?vn SS ”° st ‘"‘"eslinc Incident, and See 

’*“*• z°: p p k rs .nrS 

IR »« N |S T SJ! °L^^fe R d S afd ND ENG «AVERS, 

JATTERMOLE’S ™^ .*... .... 

2. e^nisite En?rav^g s on sffcl Zj^ft D P ON HALL. 

gilt cloth, gilt edges, if,, *“’■ fron by bintself. Royal 8v 0 ., (p„b. a t ll.iu.ed.) 

ES 0/, 24 FI NE ENGRAVINGS, 

NG^yFTELD'sTsL'^O^Wf^x^”" ^ ^ 

... „- - - „„ b . ,, ,, 

A« S e, 0 E F E ^ R R Yf6 FINE ENGRAVINGS, 1818 

eervelije, folio proof iinpro,, ions hf;'’ ?e°,V SSIN '. Murillo, Tl,M p, r 
ARRIS'^ rauc ’ pwtfo, “- <P ub - « «• «<■), It'S C ° R * EG '°' V «- 

Larcc-impl folio. 3n ANIMALS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA 

(lA « “* W. -r^i:t Ur0d £ ".-vin gs , »i,h H 3f?^o A t ™'of ffWs, Skin, Ac 

HRRISS WILD SPORTq /%r **, 1 |« vr 

Impi.M-o. 2 CboaJt°?Jf 01 °P SOUTHERN AFRICA 

cdicea, coloured Engravings, and a Map (pub . at 2/ . „ „ 

•WARD'S (HENRY oat, ,_ ’’ * Ut 


’Sr“5 UiKguaa.«t< s?KT Kf . 

S-SsS«£Ha'u . m 

ou.il Tl,e «» **•«« mar b. b,a ' ,.o. . ' . i *- *?' * ma * of °' ,r "«ional 


-■'kHoivari), large p0Ft8vr) i 

Ui8 


*.* The 483 Plates m v V. i! h . ‘ 2f - 2j * * ^ raraa * of °"r natio, 

Sltaitspear., fo. U. u, «* * «■»«* *•» *••*** for Illustrating a„ 8vo . 
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ADDITIONS TO HENRY G. BOHN’S CATALOGUE. 


ILLUMINATED BOOK OF CHRISTMAS CAROLS, 

Square svo. 2t Borders illuminated in Gold and Colours, and -i beautiful Miniatures, richly 
Ornamenied Bidding, (pub. at I/. .Vs.), 1 184ti 

ILLUMINATED BOOK OF NEEDLEWORK, 

liV Mrs. (hits, \vitl» a History rd Needlework, by the Cot'KTEss of Wilton", Coloured 
rlitcs, post svo,, (pub. at lS.s.), yilt cloth, 9s. 1847 

ILLUMINATED CALENDAR FOR 134S. 

Copied From a cele brnted. Missel known a.N the u Hours" of the Duke of Anjou* imperial Svo,* 
30 exquisite Miniatures and Borders, in g-old ;md colours* Ornamented Bindings (pub. at 2l. 2$*), 
l&S. 


JAMESONS BEAUTIES OF THE COURT OF CHARLES THE SECOND. 

2 vols* impi. 8 vo,* 2 1 beautiful Portraits^ {pub. at 5s«J, cloth* It* Is* 
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JOHNSON S SPORTSMAN S CYCLOPEDIA 

Of the Science and Practice of the Field, the 'Turf, and the Sod, or operations oftbe Chase* the 
Course, and the Stream* in one very thick voh svo.* illustrated with up wai ds of a 0 Steel Engra^- 
vin^s* alter CoorER, Ward, Hancock, aud others* ipuh. at If* 11^ ih/.) f cloth, 15 s. 

MEYRICKS DESCRIPTION OF ANCIENT ARMS AND ARMOUR, 

I ii tliu Collection of Goodrich Court* 1M> Kngraving^ by Jos, Skelton, 2 vols. folio {pub, at 
lib its.), hi. mur M top ed^es lk 14s. 0(/. 

NAPOLEON GALLERY; 

Or L Host rations of the Life and Ti*neft of the Emperor, with 99 Etchings on Steel hy Hkvexl, 
and other eminent Artists* in one thick volume post svo.* (pub, at lb 1^.), gdt cloth, gilt edges, 
IO.l 4j(/+ IB4(i 


RETZSCH S OUTLINES TO SCHILLER S " FIGHT WITH THE DRAGON/* 

Royal *1 to * * containing 10 Plates, Engraved hy ^oses, stiff covers, 7s. OcA 

RETZSCH S ILLUSTRATIONS TO SCHILLER S ** FRIDOLIN/* 

lloyal 4to.* containing » Plates, Engraved by MasES, stiff covers, 4-s, 6d. 


ROBINSON S NEW VITRUVIUS BRITANNICUS; 

Or, Views* Plans, and Elevations of Kngllsh Mansions, viz,, Woburn Abbey, HAtfleld House, 
am! Hardwick© Hal); also Cassiolmry House, by John Britton* imperial folio, 5© fin© 
engravings* by Li-: Ki;ux (pub. at ll>A lb$.) hf. morocco, gilt edges, 3 A 135* Oti. 1347 


RUD1NGS ANNALS OF THE COINAGE OF GREAT BRITAIN 

DKPKNTlliNClES. Three veils., *tto.* I51V plates* (pub. at 0/* Os ,) cloth* 4 1. 4s* 


AND ITS 

1840 


SILVESTRE PALEOGRAPHIE UNIVERSELLE; 

On, Fae-Nimlies il'Kcrilurcs do tons les Peoples el do tons les Temps, tires dos plus Authen¬ 
ticities Miiiuucrits exist ant dims lea Archives el les HihlioLhoquos tie France* d'HaLie* 
tl'Alh magiic, cl d'Angletorr© ; par M. Silvi;stiu;, Accompagnes d* Explications* par MM. 
Oil a m i'om.ion Figrac et (hiAMi'OM.toNs fils, 1 vols., atlas folio* containing upwards of ;i0i» 
large and most beautifully executed fac-similes of flic finest and most interesting manuscripts 
o! every age and nation, illuminated la the Unest stylo of art* (pub, at r^L) 52i* lUs, Paris, 1S41 

■ tho same* splendidly hf* morocco, gilt edges* 00/.* or whole morocco, ?07. 


SMITH S ANCIENT COSTUME OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 

From the 71 Hi h) the Ititli Century, with Historical Illustrations, folio* with coloured plates 
Illuminated with gold and silver* and highly finished (pub, at loA las,) lif. bd. mor. extra, gut 
edges, IM+ la*, 1 uf* 

STORER'S CATHEDRAL ANTIQUITIES OF ENGLAND AND WALES. 

4 yoIh „ Hvo <t with 2r*G engravings* (pub. at 7L lLVt.) lif* morocco, 27, 1:2** GiL 

WALPOLES (HORACE) ANECDOTES OF PAINTING IN ENGLAND, 

Willi Home Account of the Principal Artists* and Catalogue ot Kngrnvers, who have been born 
nr resided In Kimhind, with Notes by Ihu i.away ; New Edition, Revised and Rntnvired* hy 
Hau’h Wohniim, Kstp* complete in 2 vols, ftvo,, with numerous be nut lib I portraits and 
pint oh* 

WHITTOCKS DECORATIVE PAINTER'S AND GLAZIER S GUIDE. 

Crmlaiitliijr the most approved methods id imitating every kind ol fancy Wood and Marble, In 
OH or Distemper Colour, Designs for Decorating Apartments, and tho Art of Staining amt 
Painting on Ohms* X-e*, wit It Kxainples from Ancient Windows, with the Supplement, 4 to* 
illustrated with 104 plates, of which 4 1 are coloured* (puln at 2t m ID.) cloth, 1/. lt>^* 


WHITTOCKS MINIATURE PAINTER S MANUAL. 

Foolscap H vo,* 7 coloured pluloa, and iimnerouB woodcuts (pub, at ) doth* JU, 

WINDSOR CASTLE AND ITS ENVIRONS* INCLUDING ETON* , 

Jly I. IMTCH IIkixch i r: f ntov edititm, tullf eil li\ K* J i:ssr.» Psti,, Hlustralcd w ifib upwania of 51 
beautiful Kn^ravintfa oit tiled and Woml, royal Bvo M gilt cloth* 




ADDITIONS TO HENRY G. BOHN S CATALOGUE. 


NATURAL HISTORY, AGRICULTURE, ETC. 


BECHSTEIN'S NATURAL HISTORY OF CAGE BIRDS' 

,V^‘ r ” a . W,s - Food ' DisCAses. Trcainu.nl, Breeding and the Mctl.ods of Catchin- 

tliem, Umo,, Best Edition, numerous woodcuts, gilt cloth, edges, 6*. c-aicnin. 

BRITISH FLORIST, OR LADY S JOURNAL OF HORTICULTURE 

0 vols. 8 vo., 81 coloured plates of flowers and groups (pub. at 4/. IOj.J, cloth, IL 14*. Ui6 

DON S GENERAL SYSTEM OF GARDENING AND BOTANY 

4 vols. royal ito., numerous woodcuts (pub. at 1 U. 8 .*.), cloth, U. lls! fci/ 1831-1839 

DON S HORTUS CANTABRIGIENSIS: 

Thirteemh Edition, 8vo. (puh. at 1/, 4j.), cloth, |2i 


1831.1839 


’ -« V „|, J£45 

DOYLE’S CYCLOPEDIA OF PRACTICAL HUSBANDRY 

And Rural Allairs in General, New Edition Enlarged thick 8vo with "o n i 

{puh. at 13 ^.) f cloth, Hy, Gf/* ‘ * * iinck mo,, vitJi ^0 Mood encrravjnp* 

I ^ ^ j 

DARWlN*'*”200LOGY OF THF l/nYflrp im tuc nr a/m r- 

16(i plates, mostly coloured, 3 vols. royal 4tn. (pub. at OL), cloth, 3 /. BEAGLE^ ^ 

GARDENER S MONTHLY VOLUME, EDITED BY JOHN^nw 

onT^L-G,^ co„,ai ni „. the Pm*.!, one vol.-Cucumber. 

cither of the volumes may he ha,l separately (pub. at 2s. thf.), at lr. Cd. I5 ‘' 

^ICKE AND GRAY'S INDIAN ZOOLOGY 

m-UP* M '°’ m toloure ' J P ,ates (POb- »♦ 21/.I. sewed, 12,. 

LE n^\d^I U v^^An H ,!?J0^ l e 0 4 i eT^^ ?' RDS <? E NEW SOUTH WALES. 

Eyton*. folio, 27 plates, coloured (p«k7«TS^.*r?112g^rV V ^ G ° VLU Mr ' 

L 'NP t L E Y'S CHGITAUUM MONOGRAPHIA ’ ’ 1W8 

Folio, -8 plates of the Foxglove (pub, at il. 4s.), cloth, 1/. Us, Gd. 

-the same, the plates beautifully coloured (pub. at CL Or.), cloth, 21. 12,. &/. 


MISCELLANEOUS ENGLISH LITERATURE HrsTOnv 

VOYAGES AND TRAVELS, POETRY, ETC. BIOGIlAPHY * 

BANCROFT’S HISTORY OF THE UNITED ota-tcc 

From the Discovery of the American Continent <, , 

2U0*.), cloth, if. lijr. Cd. uuuneni. iMelllli Edition, 3 vols, 8vo. (published at 

BRITISH Fccaviqtc »4f 


BRITISH ESSAYISTS, 18ir 

- British Constitution, (a portion of the precedin S work,) Uo iniT* «"« 

BROUGHAM’S (LORD) HISTORICAl tutcTruee L ’ ’ 

and other Public Characters ofthl{fiC-„r RETCHES OF STATESMEN 

portraits (pub. at If. is.), cloth, io«. Gd. eorge II. Vol. III., royal bvo.’, with 10 An. 

BROUGHAMS TZnT , demy 8V0 - (PUb - at ,te - W ->' «•». »*. 

Who nourishetl in the Thne^Je Hgt®! e^ERS AND SCIENCE, 

CARYLS.EARLY"FRENCH POETS, d<!m7 8T °' ^ ”* Cl0t " , "*•»M 

CAR^ l - ^ 


CARY'S LIVES OF ENGLISH POETS P °" C '° thl **• 

upplcmenury to Dr. Johnson’s “Lives 1 " Edited >. 

1 Cb - Edtted h Y hi5 So *. foolscap Svo. ( w ot h t U. 
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CLARKE'S (DR. E D.) TRAVELS IN VARIOUS COUNTRIES OF EUROPE, 

ASIA, AM) AFRICA, 11 vols, svo., maps and plates (pub. at IOC), cloth, 31. 3s. 1827-34 

CLASSIC TALES, 

Cabinet Edition, comprising the Vicar of Wakefield, Elizabeth, Paul and Virginia, Gulliver’s 
Travels, Sterne’s Sentimental Journey, Sorrows of Werter, Theodosius and Constantia, Castle 

ot Otranto, and Rasselas, complete in 1 vol. 12mo.. 7 medallion portraits (pub. at 10s. GW.), 
cloth, 3s. G d. 

COLMAN'S (GEORGE) POETICAL WORKS, 

Containing his Broad Grins, Vagaries, and Eccentricities. 24mo., woodcuts (pub. at 2*. i6rf.). 
cloth, 1*. GW. IS4G 

DAVISS SKETCHES OF CHINA, 

During an Inland Jouruey ol Four Months; with an Account of the War. Two vols., post 8vo. 
with a new map ol China (pub. at Has. ), cloth, 9s. 1541 

DOMESTIC COOKERY, 

B> a Lanv (Mis. Hi spelt, i New Edition, with numerous additional Receipts, by Mrs. Birch, 
l-mo., with 9 plates (pub. at (is.) cloth, 3s. 1545 

GILLIES' (DR.) HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS, 

Itriuuntn Iteinarka 1 1 I .0 Periods ol the Success of the Gospel* including the Appendix and 
Supplement, with a Preface and Continuation by the Kev. H. BoNAR t royal 8vo. (puh 4 at 
(jf/* ), cloth, 7^* 6tL 1845 

GOETHES FAUST, PART THE SECOND, 

As completed in 1831, translated into English Verso hy John Macdonald Bell, Esq. 
Second Edition, leap. 8vo. (pub. at G*.), cloth, 3s. ' 1842 

JOHNSON IAN A; 

A ( olleetinn ot M iseellaneous Anecdotes and Sayings, gathered from nearly n hundred different 
Publications, and not contained in Boswell’s Life of Johnson. Edited* by J. W, Choker, 
M.P., thick foolscap 8vo., portrait and frontispiece (pub. at 10*.), cloth, 4*. GW. 1843 

JOHNSTONS TRAVELS IN SOUTHERN ABYSSINIA, 

'I lirnugh the Country ol Adal, to the Kingdom of Shoa. Two vols., 8vo., map and plates (pub. 
at 1 /* 85 . ) t cloth, IO 5 . Cr/. 1844 

KIRBY'S WONDERFUL MUSEUM. 

Nix V0l3*,8vo., 124 curious portraits and plates (pub. at M. Is*), cloth, \l. 3s. 

LANE S KORAN, SELECTIONS FROM THE, 

With an interwoven Commentary, translated from the Arabic, methodically arranged, and 
illustrated by Notes, Hvo. (pub. ut 10*. Gr/.), cloth, 3s. 1S43 

LEWIS’S (MONK) LIFE AND CORRESPONDENCE, 

With in.m> I’lm-s in Prose and Verse never before published. Two vols,, Svo., portrait (put*, 
at 1/. 8s.),cloth, 12s, 1S3J 

LODGE’S (EDMUND) JILLUSTRATIONS OF BRITISH HISTORY. BIOGRAPHY, 

AND MAN NEKS, in the Reigns ol Henry V 11 !., Edward VI., Mary, Elizabeth, and James 1. 
Second Edition, with above so autographs of the principal characters of the period. Three 
vols., Hvo. (pul*, at I/. His.), cloth, I/. 1838 


MALCOLM S MEMOIR OF CENTRAL INDIA. 

'1 wo vol Nvo. tliiid edition, with large map (pub. ut 1/. 8s.), cloth, 18* 


1832 


MARTIN S (MONTGOMERY) CHINA, 

Political, (hinitneicinl, and Social. Two vols., Hvo., C maps, statistical tables, &e. (pub. at 
)/. 4.i.) cloth, I f*. 1847 

MATHEWS’ (CHARLES) MEMOIRS, 

Including his Autobiography and Diary, Edited by Mrs. Mathkws, Four vols., 8vo., tin* 
pinion (pub. at 2/. Hi*. ), cloth, 1/. I t. * 1832 

MILL’S ELEMEMTS OF POLITICAL ECONOMY, 

Now Edition, revised and corrected, Svo., (pub, at tv*.), cloth, 3*. Cut, 1844 

MOORES (THOMAS) EPICUREAN, A TALE; AND ALCIPHRON, A POEM. 

Tu 11 n r.lt'K Illustrated Edition, foolscap Hvo., 4 beautiful Engravings, (pub. at In*. Gd.), cloth, 
3*., or elegantly bound In morocco, 7*. Grf, 1839 

NELSON S LETTERS AND DISPATCHES, BY SIR HARRIS NICOLAS, 

7 void. Hvo., (pub. at A/* lo.*.), cloth, IV. 10i» 1845—10 

PARDOE S (MISS) CITY OF THE MAGYAR, 

Or Hungary and her InstitiitL olin in 1839—40, 3 vols. Hvo., with 9 Engravings, (published at 
1 /■ 1 Is. Gi/.), gilt cloth, 10*. tii/. 1849 

PARRY'S CAMBRIAN PLUTARCH, .... 

Com|ulNliiK MmnnlrH of of tin* most eminent Welsnmen, from the enrli0«t time* to the 

present, Hvc., (pul*, nt la*. GW.), cloth, M. IS34 
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^ rYi Sbi “ ^ h N ,S Tp R V, 

“in 1 % & Hindostan ' a n n ,V h „i 

"JPWffllffl hlSV D„°1 r,h «?> U ^ - 8V0 ’ 

<J*bd. y - Johnson, portrait, (pub. at cloth, 

SH w^^f^PLAYS AND POEMS, POCKET EDITION 

type, with 40 steel -Eogravlngf, (pibAwolTJ.’!'cloU, 1 S'** T ° K U ’ m0 -’ prin,ed in a Dlamona 

SHIPWRECKS AND DISASTERS AT cca ■ 1815 

^ n Mutinies, *c, comprising th . 
at 6s.), cloth, 3s. J U,B " 0Unt H & c., 12mo. frontispiece amf vignette, (pub? 

ST |?mf,, S a,)j fOMPLET£_ IJjM VOL, ROYAL 8VO„ 

st.p.erre-s works, 

iS£S 2 SSSSiSSSS ! w&t* 

frontispiecei fp jb t sj) 2' 

most complete dictionary exta,!,")"' 5 ,h,ck eIe S aatl >' printed volume, 4t“, c'lotif ,'“Rl '??u 

WHITE’S FARRIERY, 1848 

WORCESTER'S "new' ”c R IT 1C AI* e '' SraVe<i ° n stee1, (pub ' at >"•) oloth, 114 , 

5^r^2S5#§pSSSfe£j?jS!K^SSS? , 7^f^* ,,,I - l ®S!!!Kffi3 r w S^ 

WRANGELL'S iXPEOmn^T' Ponced’’ Clotl ‘> 1£) - »W 

Edited by p 0 

WR A?, H Jsf u d < =° l U a ^ l ey^^ d ^STOR EO ; 

cloth, 11. It. ead .‘ ne ° W . d -ds, & c„ small 4«o. 23 plates, (pub at U. c ,, 

THEOLOGY, MORALS, ECCLESIASTICAL, HISTORY, ETC. 
UV B%?LT H j E H EN N G E y®” 8AI NTS. 

covers, 11. 5s. ' MAh and oth ^s, 14 vols. l 2 mo, t (pub at 2 L \ ,, 

NEPF rrci ivn . ** )f sewed ** lamented 

TraiflH^ UFE AND LETTERS nr 1844 -S 

1 , r ^” s *ated from the French of \r o ® V F ' 

Cloth, 3 ,. erf. “ ch of M - «»5T, by M. A. Wyatt, leap. g T0 , , 

PALPY'q orwuini r- P * Portrait i {pub, ata».), 

®tetch of th’e Author, by Rev . d> s< „ 

PA ^d A !i'd S am ^HTS ON RELIGION, ' T0S ' 8V °'' ^ 

SMYTH’S Trev lb ’ 3 ” ^ °“ K ‘ 01 ” b7 ‘ he REV - F " BlCKEa —«. 'cop. svo.. 

sskz& “fef ^^usesmjf ^ 

STEBBINP’c: uieTAm fa vui uie lear 3 vols, svo.. 

From the Die, or^to^o^^oSu^'fT’o, , 

• °' J vols ’ s '0., (pub. at 11 . is,.). 

•1S90 
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ADDITIONS TO HENRY G. BOHN’S CATALOGUE 


FOREIGN LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE, INCLUDING CLASSICS AND 
TRANSLATIONS; DICTIONARIES; COLLEGE AND SCHOOL BOOKS. 


ARISTOTLE'S RHETORJC, LITERALLY TRANSLATED, 

Niih Vj.c,, and an An Uys), by Thom as Kobce.s of Malmesbury, and a Series of Analytical 
Questions, post svo., (printed uniform with the Standard Library}, cloth, 5#. 1846 


BOURNE'S (VINCENT) POETICAL WORKS, 

Latin and English, lhmo. (pub. at 3#. 6c/.), cloth, 2#, 6d. 


the same, large paper, an elegant volume, 12mo., (pub. at 5*.}, cloth, 3#. td. 


1SS6 
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CICEROS LIFE, FAMILIAR LETTERS, AND LETTERS TO ATTICUS, 

.By ,'I1I)W ETON, Melmot;;, and IIlherde.v, complete ia one thick vol. royal Svo.. portrait, 
(pub. at 17, 4 a.), cloth, 12#. 


DEMOSTHENES, 

Translated bv Lklakt>, the two vols, Svo. complete in 1 vol 12mo., handsomely printed In 
double columns, in peari type, portrait, (pub. at 5j.), cloth, 3#. 

DONNEGAN S GREEK AND ENGLISH LEXICON, 

Enlarged; with examples, literalJj* translated, selected from the classical anthers* Fourth 
edition, considerably enlarged, carefully revised, and materially improved throughout: thick 
fivo. (1752 pages) , ( pub. at 2U 2s *), cloth* IL U. JS4G 

LEVERETTS LATIN-ENGLISH AND ENGLISH LATIN LEXICON, 

Compiled from * acciolaii and Scheiles. Thick royal 8vo. (pub. at 11 . Uj. 6 d.), cloth, 
1/* 1847 

LIVY- . EOITED BY PRENDEVILLE. 

Livii Historian librt quinque priores, with English Notes by PbskdevillE, New Edition, 
12rao,, neatly bound, in roan, 5*. } 84 S 

■ the same. Books I to III., separately, doth, 3». 6d. 

...—‘ the same. Books IV. and V., cloth, 3«. 6d, 

NEWMANS PRACTICAL SYSTEM OF RHETORIC; 

Or, the Principles and Buies of Style, with Examples. Sixth Edition, 12mo. (pub. at Si. 6d.), 
cloth, 4i. 1^44 


PLUTARCH'S LIVES, BY THE LANGHORNES. 

Complete in one thick volume, 8vo. (pub. at 15#), cloth, 7#. 6 d. 

RAMSHORN’S DICTIONARY OF LATIN SYNONYMES, 

For the Use bf Schools and Private Students. Translated and Edited by Dr. Liebss* Poet 
Svo. (pub. at 7i.), cloth, 4 m . 6 d . 1841 

TURNER'S (DAWSON W.) NOTES TO HERODOTUS, 

For the Use of College Students. Svo., cloth, 12#, VH7 

VALPY’S GREEK TESTAMENT, WITH ENGLISH NOTES, 

Accompanied by parallel passages from the Classics. Fifth Edition, 3 v As., Svo*, with 2 map* 
(pub. at 2/. ), cloth, 1 L 5s. 1847 


XENOPHON'S WHOLE WORKS, TRANSLATED BY SPELMAN AND OTHERS, 

The only complete Edition, 1 thick volume, svo., portrait (pub. at I5i.), doth, in#. 


NOVELS, FICTION, AND LIGHT HEADING 


CARLETON'S VALENTINE MCCLUTCHY, THE IRISH AGENT; . . 

Or, Chronicles of the Castle Cumber Property. The Illustrated Edition, complete lfl 1 VOL, 
8vo., with 30 plates by Phiz (pub. at 12#.), cloth, 6i. 


JANE’S (EMMA) ALICE CUNNINGHAME, 

Or, the Christian as Daughter, Sister, Friend, and Wife. Post Svo. (pub. at 5#.), doth, 2c. 


LAST OF THE PLANTAGENETS, _ , „ t , . 

An Historical Narrative, Illustrating the Public Events, and Domestic and Ecclesiastical 
Manners of the 15th and 16Ui Centuries. Foolscap Svo., Third Edition (pub. at 7*. M.), WJJJt 
3#. txt. 

Ml TFORD S (MISS) OUR VILLAGE; COMPLETE IN 2 VOLS., POST BVO^ 

▲ Series oi Aural Tales and Sketches. New Edition, beautiful woodcuts, gilt cloth. 
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PHANTASMAGORIA of fun, 

Cruikshak^ 2 VOlS ” P ° St 8vo *’ ilIustrations by Leech^ 

PO BY THE C ?urgo,! K o7§AUL°P?Y : SKETCHES AND RECOLLECTIONS 

cloth gill, With new. comic ornaments "pub. at mfi.rs.w"’ 1 ’ 2 TO,s " post 8,n " lm0 Pu«™»L 

PO ?n C P LA,N X OVVE ^7 or, nine stories of china 

cloth gilt, a witil Chinese device 1 /, 3 * 6d. r ° US ilIustratlt>ns b > r Leech, Post Svo. (puh. at 10 #. Cd.), 

FROM FLEMISH LIFE, BY HENDRIK rAMcoii-ii« r 

qua.ro 12nxo., 130 wood engravinga, (pub. at Gs.), doth, 4*, 

UNIVERSAL SONGSTER, ILLUSTRATED BY CRIJIKSuahit 

Being the largest collection of the best Son^fin tnJ in . HANK » 

vols. ,8vo,, with 8 7 humorous en^ravinirs onc/lli® 1 l \ (upwards of 5,000), three 

8 medallion portraits (pub. at l/.^.^cloth, is,? d W °° d< by Groiw£ Chuikshank, and 


JUVENILE AND ELEMENTARY BOOKS, GYMNASTICS, 


ALPHABET OF QUADRUPEDS, 

spirited engravingf after Be^hem?Rembran^? °CuJp p d M “ tera * square 12 mo., with 24 
lette s by Mr. Shaw, cloth, gilt edg’es (puK^Cd 7^ pAUL PoTTRR > &c *> with M 

w ;rr;r:;r;:xtN * m ^ <-• - - •*> - 

I 111 t IJK Aa. _ - - 


CROWQU ILL'S PICTORIAL GRAMMAR 

16mo„ with 130 humorous Ulustrstions (pub. at 5 , ) 

tmirern.*., .. __ *'* 


doth, gilt edges, 2s. Cd. 


EQUESTRIAN MANUAL FOR LADIEs’ """. 1844 

cloth, gilt edge's^lffe/. *° 0lsCip 8vo -> upwards of 50 beautiful woodcuts (pub. at is ) lt 

GA Tr^f 1 ",e?K^; S r ^ | RY TALES AND POPULAR STORiE* 

GOOD nat 7 r E CR '' IKS,IAMK (p “ b ‘- «?"'SL?lolh |u(l a . les) - post 3TO '. uumerous wood- 

QO ??4 A Jr U C R hId D reu B o¥a!!’Ac.s by B, W jr 0 c 

or with the plates coloured, ii. ylLU - Hok»e. Square Svo., plates (pub a t 5r 1 i tt, 

G "s?.£»aNu K ■ 0 * 

HOL.DA V v r> i7 Uly “ d Spprop *^^p^ k &^^ ;?”»•’ cloth, with tt. 

t E b?e'e T v E o? s B „T , W ', LL,AM HAZLITT ’ ^ ** 1841 

. «. tftssffS t&s am ar 

Km 

ROBIN HOOD AND HIS mcddv G# -). cloth, gut edges, 3*. 6* 

^Stephen Pekcy. H s|ua^ E t2mo Y o F $ REST ERS. 1846 

with coloured plates, 5s. q * mo • ,8 lustrations by Gilbert ( Du b «t < , 

TOMKIN’S BEAUTIES of PW m i 1 h **• 01 

gaaj tSc P , 

frontispiece after Hauvnv, e1 ^ t ^ ^ 

184/ 
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ADDITIONS TO HENRY G. BOHN'S CATALOGUE: 


MEDICINE, SURGERY, ANATOMY, CHEMISTRY, ETC. 


LEY'S (DR.) ESSAY ON THE CROUP, 

3vo. 5 plates, {pub, at 15«.), cloth, 3a. c d, 1891 

NEW LONDON SURGICAL POCKET-BOOK, 

Thick royal 18mo., {pub, at 12a.), lif. bd. 5a. 164 

NEW LONDON CHEMICAL POCKET-BOOK; 

Adapted to the Daily use of the Student, royal 18mo», numerous wood-cuts, (puV. at Ts. 6d.) 
bf, bd. 3a. 6d. 184 

NEW LONDON MEDICAL POCKET-BOOK, 

Including Pharmacy* Posology, &c.* royal ISmo., (pub. at Sa.J, hf. bd. 6ti. 184' 

SINCLAIR'S (SIR JOHN) CODE OF HEALTH AND LONGEVITY; 

Sixth edition, complete in one thick vbl. 6vo., portrait* (pub. at if.), cloth* 7#. 184< 

STEPHENSON'S MEDICAL ZOOLOGY, AND MINERALOGY; 

Including also an account of the Animal and Mineral Poisons, 45 coloured plates* royal 8vo. 
(pub. at 21. ), cloth, if, i». 1931 


MATHEMATICS. 


BRADLEY'S GEOMETRY, PERSPECTIVE, AND PROJECTION, 

For the use of artists, 8 plates and numerous woodcuts, (pub. at 7*.)» cloth, 5#. 1841 

EUCLID'S SIX ELEMENTARY BOOKS, BY DR. LARDNER, t „ lf ,« 

With an Explanatory Commentary, Geometrical Exercises, ana a Treatise on Solid Geometry, 

8vo., 9th edition, cloth, 6s. 

EUCLID IN PARAGRAPHS: , ^ „ u . 

The Elements of Euclid* containing the first Six Books, and the first Twenty-one Propositions 
of the Eleventh Book, lSrao., with the Planes shaded, (pub. at&r.), cloth, 3*. Cd. Camb. 184: 


BOOKS PRINTED UNIFORM WITH THE STANDARD LIBRARY* 


1841 


JOYCE'S SCIENTIFIC DIALOGUES, ENLARGED BY PIN NOCK, 

For the Instruction and Entertainment of Young People. New and greatly improved and 
enlarged edition, by William Plnnock, completed to the present state of knowledge, (600 pages, 
numerous woodcuts* 

STURM'S MORNING COMMUNINGS WITH GOD, 

Or Devotional Meditations for every Day in the Year, 5*. 

ARISTOTLE'S RHETORIC, . * „ , „ . 

With Notes \ and an Analysis by Tiios. Houbes of Malmesbury, ana a Series Of Analytic* 

Questions, 6*. 

EURIPIDES 1 FOUR PLAYS 

(Vlr,., Hecuba, Orestes, Phamlssnc,and Medea), literally translated into English Prose, will 
notes* a*. 6d. 1(841 

CHILLINGWORTH S RELIGION OF PROTESTANTS. 

600 pp* Otis 

CARY'S TRANSLATION OF DANTE. m * . . 

(Upwards of oou pages)* extra blue cloth, with a richly gilt back, 7s. wu 

MAXWELL’S VICTORIES OF THE BRITISH ARMIES, 1L , ,, a . 

‘Enlarged mid Improved, and brought down to the present time; several highly finished 8tee 
portraits, und a Frontispiece, extra gilt cloth, 7«. 6d. * 1#4( 

MICHELET'S HISTORY OF THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, 

Translated by C. Cocks, two vols. sewed, 4r. 

^^fnchnUng^ Ids^furUicr Adventures, with a Life of Defoe, &c., upwards ot 00 fine woodcuts, fi(Oni 
designs by IIahvby and WitutrER, As. \ 

STARLING’S (MISS) NOBLE DEEDS OF WOMAN, 

Or Examples of Female Courage* Fortitude, and Virtue* third edition, cnlnrj 
with two very beautiful frontispieces, elegant In cloth. As. ^ 


1841 
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